


THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW SYNOPSIS

The book of Matthew is the first Gospel in the New Testament. A Gospel is an 
account of the good news about Jesus Christ; it is not a congregational letter, it 
is not a comprehensive biography, nor is it a chronological history.

It is a written work that recounts the story of Jesus and his teachings on what 
it means to be part of His kingdom, the “Kingdom of Heaven.” It also 
records Jesus’ betrayal, trial, crucifixion, and resurrection. After rising, He 
commissions His disciples to spread the good news of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Matthew the author was also known as Levi. He was a dishonest tax 
collector driven by greed until Jesus Christ chose him as a disciple. We don’t 
know whether Jesus gave him the name Matthew or whether he changed it 
himself, but it is a shortening of the name Mattathias, which means “the gift 
of God.” We first meet Matthew in Capernaum, in his tax booth on the main 
highway. He was collecting duties on imported goods brought by farmers, 
merchants, and caravans. 

Despite his sinful past, Matthew was uniquely qualified to be a disciple. He 
was an accurate record keeper and keen observer of people. He captured the 
smallest details and had a heart for those far from God. Those traits served him 
well when he wrote the Gospel of Matthew some 20 years later.

When Matthew writes this Gospel he seems to have done so for an audience 
who was either Jewish or highly familiar with the Jewish religion. Matthew 
presents Jesus as the Messiah (Mt 1:1), the promised descendant of King 
David who would bring God’s kingdom to earth and establish a time of peace 
and justice. Matthew quotes the Old Testament extensively, and places special 
emphasis on Jesus’ fulfillment of prophecies—which would have been 
important to a Jewish audience. 



OUTLINE OF MATTHEW

THEME VERSE

“She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins.” (Mt 1:21)
Matthew’s opening verse makes it very clear what this book is about: Jesus, the 
Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

This phenomenal work of literature is arranged in a way that presents Jesus 
as the ultimate Jewish hero: the Messianic son of David, the prophet who sur-
passes Moses, and the seed of Abraham that blesses all the nations. These big 
themes are introduced in the book’s prologue, explored in the large middle 
section, and then resolved in the climax.

The bulk of Matthew is arranged into five main sections (which may have been 
in reference to the Torah, the five-fold Law of Moses). Each section opens with 
stories of Jesus’ life and ministry, and closes with a long set of teachings from 
Jesus, called “discourses.”

1.  Prologue: Jesus’ birth and significance (Mt 1–2)

2.  Jesus’ Teaching and Ministry (Mt 3–25)
 • Book 1 (Mt 3–7)
 • Jesus gains followers (Mt 3–4)
 • Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5–7)
 • Book 2 (Mt 8–10)
 • Jesus works miracles (Mt 8–9)
 • Jesus sends his disciples (Mt 10)
 • Book 3 (Mt 11–13:52)
 • Jesus is confronted, withdraws (Mt 11–12)
 • Parables about the kingdom (Mt 13:1–52)
 • Book 4 (Mt 13:53–18:35)
 • Jesus is revealed as the son of God (Mt 13:53–17:27)



• How “greatness” works in the Kingdom (Mt 18)
• Book 5 (Mt 19–25)
• People struggle with Jesus’ kingship (Mt 19–23)
• Teachings of judgment in the kingdom to come (Mt 24–25)

3.  Climax: Jesus’ sacrifice, victory, and commission to His disciples (Mt 26–
27)

Matthew’s Gospel opens with a simple statement of who Jesus is (the Messiah) 
and closes with a simple statement of what we should do (make disciples for 
Him).

 



GLOSSARY TERMS

Abraham - Father of a multitude, son of Terah, named (Gen. 11:27) before his 
older brothers Nahor and Haran, because he was the heir of the promises

Beelzebul - The devil.  Beelzebub

Bethany - A village, about 2 miles from Jerusalem (John 11:18), on the road to 
Jericho, at the Mount of Olives (Mark 11:1 Luke 19:29), where lived “Simon 
the leper” (Mark 14:3) and Mary, Martha and Lazarus (John 11:18)

Bethlehem - A city in the “hill country” of Judah. It was originally called 
Ephrath (Genesis 35:16; 35:19; 48:7; Ruth 4:11). It was also called Beth-lehem 
Ephratah (Micah 5:2), Beth-lehem-judah (1 Samuel 17:12), and “the city of 
David” (Luke 2:4)

Bethphage - Near the Mount of Olives and to the road from Jerusalem to 
Jericho; mentioned together with Bethany (Matthew 21:1; Mark 11:1; Luke 
19:29)

Bethsaida - A city which was the native place of Andrew, Peter and Philip 
(John 1:44; 12:21)

Caesar - The title assumed by the Roman emperors after Julius Caesar. In the 
New Testament this title is given to various emperors as sovereigns of Judaea 
without their accompanying 
distinctive proper names

Caesarea Philippi - The easternmost and most important of the two 
recognized sources of the Jordan, the other being at Tel-el-Kadi

Canaanite - A name given to the apostle Simon (Matthew 10:4; Mark 3:18). 
The word here does not, however, mean a descendant of Canaan, but is a t
ranslation, or rather almost a transliteration, of the Syriac word Kanenyeh 
(RSV rendered “Cananaen”), which designates the Jewish sect of the Zealots



Capernaum - A city on the shore of the Sea of Galilee

Centurion - Commander of a hundred men

Chorazin - The secret; here is a mystery

Consecrated - The devoting or setting apart of anything to the worship or 
service of God

Cyrene - A city (now Tripoli) in Upper Libya, North Africa, founded by a 
colony of Greeks (B.C. 630)

David - David was the founder of a dynasty that would rule in Jerusalem for 
over 350 years. His impact on the history of Israel is seen from the extensive 
interest in him and his successors as reflected in the Deuteronomic history, the 
prophets, the Chronicler’s history, the psalms, and the New Testament

Decapolis - Ten cities situated in one district on the east of the Sea of Galilee

Denarius - A Roman silver coin in the time of our Savior and the Apostles, 
worth about 15 cents

Disciple – A scholar, sometimes applied to the followers of John the Baptist 
(Matthew 9:14), and of the Pharisees (22:16), but principally to the followers 
of Christ

Elijah - Prophet and a miracle worker who lived in the northern kingdom of 
Israel during the reign of King Ahab

Esaias - The New Testament Ancient Greek form of Hebrew Isaiah

Fasted - Abstained from all or some kinds of food or drink, especially as a 
religious observance



Festival of Unleavened Bread - a period that comes right after Passover 
where no leavened bread or leavening is to be eaten

Frankincense - An aromatic resin used in incense and perfumes

Gadarenes - The people of the district of which Gerasa was the capital

Galilee - A region mainly located in northern Israel

Gamora - One of two cities mentioned in the Book of Genesis and throughout 
the Hebrew 
Bible

Gennesaret - The plain of Gennesaret has been called, from its fertility and 
beauty, “the 
Paradise of Galilee”

Gentile - A person who is not Jewish

Gethsemane - A garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem

Hades - Greek term widely used to denote the deity of the underworld and the 
abode of the dead

Hallowed - Regarded as holy, venerated, sacred

Herodias - The wife of Herod Antipas, who was tetrarch (ruler appointed by 
Rome) of Galilee, in northern Palestine, from 4 BC to AD 39

Holy Ghost - The third person of the Trinity, the Triune God manifested as 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, each entity itself being 
God

Hosanna - Exclamation



Isaac - Old Testament (Genesis), second of the patriarchs of Israel, the only 
son of Abraham and Sarah, and father of Esau and Jacob

Jacob - Later given the name Israel, is regarded as a Patriarch of the Israelites 
and so is an important figure in Abrahamic religions, such as Judaism, 
Christianity

Jeremiah - Hebrew prophet, reformer, and author of a biblical book that bears 
his name
Jericho - described in the Old Testament as the “City of Palm Trees.” 
Copious springs in and around the city attracted human habitation for 
thousands of years

Jerusalem - The holy city for Jews

Jonah - The name of a prophet swallowed by a fish, as told in the Old Testa-
ment Book of Jonah

Jordan - The one river of Palestine, has a course of a little more than 200 
miles, from the roots of Anti-Lebanon to the head of the Dead Sea

Judea - Ancient region of S. Palestine under Persian, Greek, and Roman rule, 
corresponding roughly to the Biblical Judah

Leprosy - Ceremonial defilement

Magadan - A locality on the west shore of the Sea of Galilee to which Jesus 
came after feeding the 4,000

Meek - Quiet, gentle, and easily imposed on; submissive

Millstone - A stone used to grind grain

Moses - The most important prophet in Judaism



Mount of Olives - During biblical times, the Mount of Olives was covered 
with ancient olive trees, and is one mountain north of Mt. Zion

Myrrh - Myrrh was an ingredient of Ketoret; the consecrated incense used in 
the First and Second Temples at Jerusalem

Nazareth - a small village in the time of Jesus, living under the shadow of the 
neighboring city of Sepphoris

Nineveh - One of the oldest and greatest cities in antiquity. It was originally 
known as Ninua, a trade center, and would become one of the largest and most 
affluent cities in antiquity

Pagans - Generally characterized as those who are caught up in any religious 
ceremony, act, or practice that is not distinctly Christian

Pharisees - Members of a party that believed in resurrection and in following 
legal traditions that were ascribed not to the Bible but to “the traditions of the 
fathers”

Phylacteries - Used in Jewish religious practice, they are small black leather 
cube-shaped cases containing Torah texts written on parchment in accordance 
with Deuteronomy 6:8

Pilate -The Roman prefect (governor) of Judea around A.D. 26-37 most fa-
mous for presiding over the trial of Jesus

Praetorium - The palace of Pontius Pilate, the Roman prefect of Judea, which 
is believed to have been in one of the residential palaces built by Herod the 
Great for himself in Jerusalem

Prophet - Individual who spoke on God’s behalf

Raca - Vain, empty, worthless



Rama - “Lofty” or “exalted” and also may mean “thunder”

Sabbath – A weekly day of rest or time of worship given in the Bible as the 
seventh day

Sadducees - Consisting mainly of priests and aristocrats that flourished from 
the 1st century B.C. to the 1st century A.D. and differed from the Pharisees 
chiefly in its literal interpretation of the Bible

Sanhedrin - The supreme council and tribunal of the Jews during post-exilic 
times headed by a High Priest and having religious, civil, and criminal 
jurisdiction

Sidon - The ancient Phoenician port city of Sidonia (also known as Saida) in 
what is, today, Lebannon

Sodom - One of two cities mentioned in the Book of Genesis and throughout 
the Hebrew Bible

Solomon - A king of Israel, the son of David and Bathsheba. He was renowned 
for his wisdom and wealth

Synagogues - Consecrated spaces used for the purpose of prayer, reading of 
the Tanakh (the entire Hebrew Bible, including the Torah)

Tax Collectors - Persons responsible for collecting tolls and taxes on behalf 
of the Roman government in areas ruled by the Roman Empire

The Queen of the South - A reference to a queen of Egypt because the term 
“king of the South” was recognized as a biblical term for the Egyptian mon-
arch

Tyre - A rock; an ancient Phoenician city, about 23 miles, in a direct line, north 
of Acre, and 20 south of Sidon



Wise Men - The Magi appear as “wise men,” properly Magians, who were 
guided by a star from “the east” to Jerusalem where they suddenly appeared in 
the days of Herod the Great

Yoke - A tool used to couple two items together

Zechariah - Prophet of the Kingdom of Judah



Written by:  Stefanie Armstrong



WEEK I // DAY I

Read Matthew Chapter 1

In this chapter the first thing we read is the genealogy of Jesus.  There have 
been so many times I have skipped over the listed names to get to, what I 
thought, were the important Scriptures.  Today, I want you to read through 
these names.  Think about why Matthew might have started Chapter 1 like this.  
Try to get the full picture of the steps that God took to bring His Son into the 
world.  We read about the lineage from Abraham to David to Joseph and Jesus.  
God had a promised covenant with Abraham, and then again with David, that 
from them would come the anointed one and a kingdom that would reign 
forever.  Lean in to the fulfilment of Scriptures and the beauty of God’s 
ultimate plan being carried out...the birth of the Savior of the world.

1. Why do you think Matthew recorded the entire genealogy of Jesus?
Which names stood out to you the most and why?

2. Matthew quotes Isaiah 7:14 in verse 23, “‘The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ which means “God with us’.” 
What does it mean to you that Jesus is Immanuel, God with us?  Write down 
and reflect on specific examples of when you felt God was clearly with you.



3. Describe some of the qualities we discover about Joseph based on verses 
18-25.  Which of those qualities do you value most?  How can you live out 
those qualities?



WEEK I // DAY II

Read Matthew Chapter 2

Two things really stand out in Chapter 2.  The Magi visit Jesus and Herod loses 
his mind!  One of the most beautiful visuals we see is when the Magi worship 
Jesus.  Pause for a moment and imagine what it would have been like to be 
some of the first people to worship Jesus.  So powerful!  Matthew quotes the 
Old Testament three different times in this chapter.  He gives us a preview of 
the Old Testament working in the New Testament and the New Testament 
being fulfilled by the Old.  

1. Why was Herod so disturbed by the Magi’s visit?  What is the difference 
between Herod’s kingdom and the kingdom Jesus came to establish?

2. Three Old Testament Scriptures are quoted in Chapter 2, and in verse 23 
the Scripture says, “what was said through the prophets was fulfilled.”  Why 
do you think Matthew is quoting Old Testament Scripture and prophecies in his 
Gospel?



3. Another angel appears to Joseph at the end of Chapter 2 and warns him to 
flee to Egypt with his family.  God continued to intervene in Joseph’s life to 
carry out His plan.  Can you think of a time when God intervened in your life 
and changed the direction you were going?  What was the result of this 
experience?



WEEK I // DAY III

Read Matthew Chapter 3

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  This was the message of 
John the Baptist who was preparing the way for Jesus.  Isaiah 40:3 prophesied 
the arrival of John the Baptist.  It says, “A voice of one calling in the 
wilderness ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”  In 
addition to preparing the way for Jesus, we also read in Chapter 3 that John has 
the honor of baptizing Jesus in the Jordan.  These events mark the beginning of 
Jesus’ adult life and ministry.

1. John the Baptist talks about the significance of producing good fruit.  In 
verse 8 he says, “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.”  Why does he 
say in verse 10 it is important to produce good fruit?  How does a believer go 
about producing good fruit in his or her life?  How do you do that personally?

2. In verses 16 and 17 the Scripture says that the heavens opened and a voice 
was heard coming from heaven that said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.”  Why do you think God chose this moment to speak 
about Jesus?  What impact do you think it had on the people that were there 
that day?



3. What does Jesus say about baptism in verse 15, and why do you think 
baptism is important?  If you have been baptized, ref ect on your own baptism. 
If you haven’t been baptized, what is keeping you from making that decision?



WEEK I // DAY IV

Read Matthew Chapter 4:1-11

There is so much for us to learn in these 11 verses that cover the tempting 
of Jesus in the wilderness.  Jesus sets an example for us on how to deal with 
temptation, but He also shows us how He Himself overcame the enemy.  Both 
the humanity and deity of Jesus is revealed in these Scriptures, and we learn 
the importance of relying on God and His Word.  In verse 1 the Scripture says 
that “Jesus was led by the Spirit.”  This is such a great reminder to all believers 
to allow the Spirit to lead them in all areas of their lives.  We might not know 
when an attack will come, but we can be assured that it will happen and we can 
be prepared.  This week try be in tune to the Spirit and allow Him to lead you.

1. Both Jesus and Satan use the Word of God in these Scriptures.  Jesus in 
verses 4 and 7 and Satan in verse 6.  How do they use God’s Word differently?
What can we learn from the way God’s Word is being used?

2. Why do you think the devil attacked Jesus at this time?  Can you think of a 
time in your life when you felt you were under a spiritual attack?  How did you 
get through that difficult time and what did you learn from it?



3. In verse 8 Satan offers Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and their 
splendor.  Satan will often use worldly pleasures to try to tempt us.  Worldly 
pleasures might include money, power, or sexual immorality.  What do you 
feel are some of your biggest temptations?  How do you try to overcome these 
physical, worldly pleasures and exchange them for spiritual ones?



WEEK ONE // DAY V

Read Matthew Chapter 4:12-25

I love the end of Chapter 4 when Jesus calls His first disciples.  One of the 
biggest things that stands out to me is how the disciples responded to Jesus’ 
call.  The Scripture says that Peter and Andrew left their nets at once and 
followed him.  The same is said of James and John.  Verse 22 says, “And 
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.”  Imagine 
what it would have been like to drop everything you ever knew to go on 
mission with a man you just met?  I would love to say that I would have done 
the same, but I don’t think I honestly can.  They left their families, their homes, 
their jobs, absolutely everything, and they did it without hesitation.  That is 
amazing!

1. In verse 16, Matthew is quoting the prophet Isaiah.  He writes, “the 
people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 
the shadow of death a light has dawned.”  To whom is the light Matthew and 
Isaiah are referring?  What does that mean to you?

2. When Jesus calls Peter and Andrew to follow Him, He tells them, “I will 
send you out to fish for people.”  Why do you think Jesus said this and what 
does it mean?  What do the actions of Peter and Andrew tells us about what 
they thought of Jesus’ invitation to follow Him?



3. Think of a specific time when Jesus called you to follow Him.  What was 
that experience like and how did you respond?  If given the chance, would you 
respond differently?  Why or why not?





Written by:  Bob Burns



WEEK II // DAY I

Read Matthew Chapter 5

I found it interesting that at the beginning of Chapter 5, the Bible notes that 
great crowds followed Jesus. They were His fans and wanted to hear what He 
had to say. They wanted to be healed. Great crowds followed Him because of 
their needs, in hopes that Jesus would meet those needs. But then, Jesus points 
out in the Beatitudes that our greatest need may lead to our greatest blessing! 
He turned everything upside down!

1. Where is your greatest need? Are you hungry for righteousness…at the risk 
of being unmerciful?  Are you suffering from anger and unreconciliation?What 
is God saying to you about this today?

2. “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Everywhere we go, we should 
shed light. Everyone we meet, sees the things we do…or don’t do. How bright 
is your light and what does it reflect?  Do people see your good deeds as 
something that glorifies God…or yourself? How is God speaking to you in this 
moment?



3. “…it was said…” Jesus uses the Old Testament Law as a benchmark, a 
point of reference to address the common feelings and emotions we all share. 
But then He leads us to a higher level of “More People Becoming More Like 
Jesus.”  What impact does this have in your life? How are you applying this?
What is your struggle?



WEEK II // DAY II

Read Matthew Chapter 6

Chapter 6 is a continuation of the Sermon on the Mount and addresses the 
key points of giving, prayer and fasting, true treasure, and anxiety. Our giving 
should be done quietly and without anyone noticing. Our prayers should be 
done similarly…quietly and without fanfare. Fasting should be done so no one 
notices, and we should live without anxiety. We should, but do we?

1. Is it your time, talent, or tithe? Everyone has something to give. One person 
I know has a pretty tight budget, but gives freely of her time to several causes. 
Another is talented in language and helps others learn English.  And, as so 
often addressed on Sunday, your tithe is crucial to the ministries outside the 
walls of our church. How do you express your giving?  What is God speaking 
into your life today

2. “…and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.” That 
was a tough one for me at times. Forgive others…really? Yes, because I was 
forgiven.  Is there an area in your life where you struggle with unforgiveness?
A family feud? A lost friendship? A broken promise unfulfilled? Or was it 
deeper? Maybe it was that hurt you felt as a child that has festered into every 
relationship you have ever had since that day? What or who is it in your life 
that you need to forgive, so you can be healed?



3. “Consider the lilies of the valley…”  I know that in my life, I sometimes 
struggle with worry and anxiety. Bills need to be paid, kids need new clothes, 
and rent doesn’t pay itself! But here, Jesus is telling us that even though He 
cares for the flowers, He cares for us even more. Is there an area in your life 
where this is a struggle for you? Please, carefully reflect on the text and let 
God speak into that moment. Take time to really dig into this Scripture and 
reflect on its meaning, implication, and application in your life. In your 
greatest struggle, what is God saying to you today?



WEEK II // DAY III

Read Matthew Chapter 7

Wow, Chapter 7 has so much in it!  It began as Jesus taught on judging other 
people. Jesus then talked about having the freedom and humility to ask, seek, 
and knock for the things one needs, wants, and desires. The chapter then tran-
sitioned as Jesus spoke about the straight and narrow gate. The straight and 
narrow leads to life, but the wide and broad leads to destruction, where far 
too many people choose. Jesus then warned people to not be misled by false 
prophets who come as wolves dressed like sheep. 

1. “Judge not, that you be not judged.” In a time when people are so polarized 
about almost everything, it is easy to see that other people are wrong. It’s easy 
to say that people are evil because…well, pick a reason. But I found this little 
gem in verse 5: “…and then you can see clearly to take the speck out of your 
brother’s eye.”  To take…to help your brother, not to point a finger or accuse. 
Are you pointing a finger or reaching out to help? What is your plank in your 
own eye that you need to address before trying to fix those near you? Your 
temper? Your stubborn pride? Maybe only seeing your own opinion on issues 
we are facing today?

2. “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you shall find; knock, and it will 
be opened for you.” What place in your life needs your attention? Is it a broken 
relationship? Is it a new career path? Maybe it’s a health concern that needs 
God’s help. Have you asked? Have you looked? Have you knocked on God’s 
door?  Express your thoughts here.



3. What is the one big take away for you? Is it The Golden Rule? Is it the tree 
and its fruits? For me, it was the verse, “Everyone then who hears these words 
of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock.”  For you, maybe it’s the authority of Jesus.  What is it that God’s Word 
is saying to you in the last verses of Chapter 7?



WEEK II // DAY IV

Read Matthew Chapter 8 – Chapter 9:1-34

These verses deal mainly with healing, faith, and the calling of Matthew. It 
is interesting to see that belief (faith) was a key component with each heal-
ing. It wasn’t prayer. It wasn’t fasting. It wasn’t sacrifice.  It was faith in God. 
In verse 22 when Jesus heals the bleeding woman he tells her, “Take heart, 
daughter…your faith has healed you.”  What does that Scripture mean to you?  
How have you been healed because of your faith in Jesus Christ?  Jesus heals 
the blind men and many others.  At the end of chapter 9, we see the Pharisees 
slander Jesus as they say, “It is by the prince of demons that he drives out 
demons.”  

1.  Reflect on the Scriptures you read today.  What is God saying to you about 
your faith?  What are you doing in the midst of the storm?

2.  Verses 18-22 talk about the cost of following Jesus.  While I was reading 
the book The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, someone asked me, 
“What is the cost of discipleship?”  This question plagued me, so I had to pray 
through the question to get to the answer.  And I did. “So?” you ask. “What is 
the cost of discipleship?”  The answer to that question lies within the heart of 
each believer. What is the cost of discipleship in your own life? 



3. Reading verses 9-13, how does the story of Matthew affect your walk with 
Jesus? How does the following verse speak to you?  “Go and learn what this 
means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice. For I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners.’”  



WEEK II // DAY V

Read Matthew Chapter 9:35-38 - Chapter 10

In this chapter, Jesus advises the disciples that they are to spread the Gospel. 
But He not only issues the command to “go,” He also advises them of the 
dangers involved.  In Chapter 9 verses 37-38 it says, “Then he said to His 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;   therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” 
And in the first few verses of Chapter 10, Jesus sends them out to do just that. 

1. Have you ever noticed that when you prayed for something, God usually 
finds the answer close to where you are already?  Is Jesus asking you to reach 
out to your neighbors?  Maybe it’s working with a local ministry that helps 
meet the needs of your local community.  Maybe it’s a mission trip.  Maybe 
it means giving your time or talents to others who could use it.  Who are your 
neighbors and how can you reach out to them?

2. In verses 16-25, Jesus issues the warning that He is sending the disciples 
into harm’s way. “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves…”   As Christians sharing our faith, we are asked to step out of our 
comfort zones and risk everything for the Gospel. When we share the Gospel, 
we will face opposition. Scripture also tells us that when they reject you, they 
actually reject the Gospel, so don’t take it personally. What is your reaction to 
this warning? How will you respond when people reject Jesus?



3. Verses 26-33 tell us not to fear those that persecute us. But in verses 32-33, 
Jesus says this, “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me 
before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”  There are 
actually 365 instances in the Bible where we are told not to fear. One for every 
day of the year! But when I read verses 32-33, I found it chilling…that Jesus 
would deny me before the Father.  When taken as a whole, how does this 
chapter speak to you? Are you ready to “go” and spread the Gospel?





Written by:  Cody Bracy



WEEK III // DAY I

Read Matthew Chapter 11

Are you the one?
Jesus is beginning to make huge waves in the region! So much so that John the 
Baptist is getting reports of Jesus’ miracles, teachings, and instructions from 
prison. John’s excitement is so great that he sends his own disciples to 
investigate if He is “The One.” Jesus answers it perfectly, as Jesus always did.  
In verse 5 Jesus quotes Isaiah 61:1:

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
    because the Lord has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
    to proclaim freedom for the captives
    and release from darkness for the prisoners”

In verses 18-19 of the chapter we see that many people are missing the fact 
that God Himself is in their midst because He doesn’t fit their expectation. 
Strangely enough, He was all the things foretold, meaning they should have 
had it figured out. He fulfilled everything that was promised. Today, do we 
still desire for our Savior to show up to give sight to the blind, help the lame 
to walk, and restore the outcast? Are we looking for God in the ways that God 
promises? Or, do we often try to find God where He never promises to be?  
Today the prayer for us is that we be reminded of who Jesus truly was and is.

1.  Re-read verses 7-19                                                                                                                                      
Jesus asks the question in verse 8, “What did you go out to see?”, meaning, 
“When you came to see if I was the Messiah, what signs were you looking for 
in a king?”  Let us ask ourselves that same question today. What do you go out 
to see?



2. What things do you need to let go of when it comes to expectations of Jesus
that He never intended on fulfilling?

3. Re-read verses 25-28
How would the King revealing Himself to you today give you rest in your
weariness or in the burdens you carry?

4. Prayer: “Jesus, may Your truth find us and may it give us comfort in the
burdens that life brings and may Your rest flood our weariness today,
Amen.”



WEEK III // DAY II

Read Matthew Chapter 12

A Kingdom United
In Matthew, Chapter 12 verses 22-32, Jesus is healing a demon-possessed man 
in front of a crowd. The crowd was so astonished they are quoted asking the 
question, “Could this be the Son of David?”  It is important to note that this 
David was no other than King David and would be known to this group of 
people as being royalty! This was quite an incredible statement that sparked 
both moments of anger from the Pharisees and a moment of teaching for Jesus. 
Jesus reveals for people what the Kingdom of God is like and how it differs 
from the other worldly kingdoms to which they are accustomed to. One of the 
main differences in the Kingdom of God is there is no division among its 
people, and also that His Kingdom cannot fail! What an incredible truth that 
we need to hear today: The Kingdom of God was and is to come in order to 
build and unify all who are willing to follow an unfailing King!

1.  Chapter 12 gives multiple examples of religious leaders becoming 
frustrated with Jesus and the way in which He was leading and teaching. 
What were the main frustrations about Jesus they had?

2.  In the second part of Chapter 12, Jesus addresses the differences in the way 
in which His Kingdom would function as opposed to all others. What were the 
differences? How do we see this happening in our world today?



3.  Re-read verses 33-37                                                                                                                                   
Jesus says a tree will be recognized by its fruit. If we are all honest, we possess 
both good and bad fruit. What good fruit are you most thankful for in your own 
life? What bad fruit, in your own life, are you in most need of Jesus’ help with?

             
4.  Prayer: Reflect today on the state of your heart. Ask God now: “God, help 
me trust that following You produces good fruit and that You are big enough 
and great enough to help me with the fruit that isn’t good.”



WEEK III // DAY III

Read Matthew Chapters 13-14

Don’t Be Afraid
These two chapters are full of such rich, amazing teachings. Today, the exer-
cise is to try and put yourself in the disciples of Jesus’ place. Jesus is on the 
full teaching path of helping people understand what the Kingdom of God is 
and how we are all in need of it. As He is speaking in these parables He takes 
the disciples to His hometown, offends the people, and leaves.  They learn that 
John the Baptist is beheaded for following God, they watch Jesus feed 5,000 
people with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish, and then we see that the disciples are 
on a boat experiencing Jesus walking on water. Jesus said to them the famous 
phrase, “Take courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.” Do not be afraid?! How could 
you not be?! Life for the disciples at this time had to be such a wild ride! They 
had no idea what was coming next, what Jesus was about to do, from where 
their next meal was coming from, where they would sleep! Do not be afraid?!  
Isn’t life like this sometimes? What an amazing thing to remember in the 
midst of fear that the King of Heaven tells us to “take courage” and “do not be 
afraid.” He doesn’t promise earthly security, He doesn’t promise harm won’t 
happen, and He definitely doesn’t promise the American dream!  But, He is in 
control and He is King.

1.  What would you be feeling if you were the disciples?

2.  What makes the idea of giving control over to a God that doesn’t promise 
earthly security, that hurts won’t occur, and that the American dream may not 
be reached so hard to trust and believe?



3. Which one of the parables that Jesus told in Chapter 13 did you need to read 
the most today? Why?

4. Prayer: “Father help me not to fear. Help me to put my trust in You. You 
promise me a life that is full of love and joy. You promise to be with me. You 
promise to be for me. Let that be enough and all I need!”



WEEK III // DAY IV

Read Matthew Chapter 15

Jesus does it again
Jesus feeds four thousand?! You mean five thousand right?!  Nope... Jesus does 
it again! In verse 32 of the chapter Jesus reminds His disciples of why as well. 
Jesus says “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with 
me for three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away 
hungry.” 

What an amazing King. First, can we just stop and reflect that so far that is 
9,000 people that have been fed by the King of Heaven? Wow! Second, can we 
also acknowledge that both times these events happened it started with healing 
and compassion? Lastly, let us put ourselves at the feet of Jesus in this moment 
knowing that he will never send us away hungry. 

1.  If Jesus shows up in ways for His people that he has done before, how do 
you need him to show up for you today?

2.  Jesus says that He has compassion for His people.  In what ways do people 
around you need compassion or healing?



3.  Who in your life today comes to mind when you think about someone who 
is hungry? How might Jesus use you to show compassion in their lives?

4.  Prayer: “Father give me compassion like You, let me love others like You, 
let me trust that You can use what I have and multiply it beyond my 
comprehension.”



WEEK III // DAY V

Read Matthew Chapter 16

Son of Jonah
In verses 15-20 an amazing truth is revealed through two main characters, 
Jesus and Simon Peter. A few observations: “Jesus asked, ‘Who do you say I 
am?’  Simon Peter responds with ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.’ Jesus then replies, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.”’ 

Wait, Son of Jonah? Is that a coincidence? Is Simon Peter that old? Nope! 
Jesus is doing something incredible by giving him this title. Jonah was the man 
called by God to help the people of Nineveh and instead he ran, and boarded 
a ship in the opposite direction, was eventually thrown overboard, lived in the 
belly of a whale for three days, and then finally agrees to go to Nineveh. Ok... 
so what? Think about the foreshadowing that is happening here! God called 
Jonah, but he denied the call... spent 3 days in the belly of a whale... leading to 
repentance for the people. Wow! Our King is incredible! In Judaism Teshuva 
is the word that represents this story which means, “the ability to repent and 
be forgiven.” Jesus makes the way, He is helping Simon Peter understand that 
repentance is his and so is forgiveness! And with that truth the church is built! 
We were built, from that very moment, with the foundation of repentance and 
forgiveness necessary! Praise God for His goodness and love and for the 
Kingdom of God.

1.  What is your Teshuva story? How have you seen God’s forgiveness 
radically change an outcome in your life?



2. Go and read Jonah.
What parallels do you encounter with the story of Jonah and the Gospel of
Jesus?

3. Reread verses 24-28
How do these Scriptures comfort you? How do these Scriptures confuse you?

4. Prayer: “King and Father of Heaven, may Your church continue to love and 
lead with repentance and forgiveness as a keystone of our faith. May Your 
grace, hope, and love not only reign in Heaven but in us here on earth as well. 
Amen.”





Written by:  Jeannie Zier



WEEK IV // DAY I

Read Matthew Chapters 17-18

Matthew Chapter 17 begins with the transfiguration of Jesus.  Imagine what it 
would have been like to see Jesus with Moses and Elijah.  While Jesus, Peter, 
James and John are up on the mountain they hear the voice of God.  This is the 
second time that God speaks of Jesus as his son.  In verse 5 God says, “This 
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.  Listen to him!”  These 
are the same words we read earlier in Matthew when Jesus was baptized.  
Throughout the rest of the Scriptures, Jesus is teaching us how we should 
behave in different circumstances.  He calls us to trust, act, obey, pray together 
and forgive.  What is he calling you to do today?

1. Read over 17: 20-21 and consider the measurement of your faith.  Are you 
trusting God as you face life circumstances?  Are you leading a life that is 
shining God’s glory before others?

2. Faith like a child is a precious thing.  Children are curious, trusting, and 
they seek explanation of their observations.  As you continue through this 
week, I would like to challenge you to view the Scriptures like a child.  Read 
them like you are seeing them for the first time and ask yourself, what do I 
need to see to deepen my faith and trust in God?



3. Forgiveness is addressed at the end of Chapter 18 in verses 21-35.  As you 
wrap up today, I would like you to consider if you need to forgive another?  Is 
any unforgiveness keeping you from reaching full glory in your walk with the 
Lord?



WEEK IV // DAY II

Read Matthew Chapter 19

Today I am going to draw your attention to the parable of the Rich Man.  
“Teacher, what good deeds must I do to have eternal life?”  Consider Jesus’ 
response and evaluate your personal inventory of the things you do that are for 
your glory vs. God’s glory.  My prayer for you today is that you can set aside 
the idea of reward and be humble to lay down your sin to follow Jesus with 
intention.

1. Keep the Commandments.  Do you rank your sin?  What sin may you have 
in your life that you need to give up to be closer to God?

2. Sin is our reality, but God shows us grace, and in verse 26, He gives us 
hope.  What are some areas or circumstances in your life where God has given 
you hope?  In what areas of your life do you need hope right now?  Pray and 
ask God to give you hope.



3.  In verses 27-30, I am intrigued by Peter’s question, “We have given up 
everything, what will we get?”  Can you imagine asking Jesus such a selfish 
question? Have you ever felt cheated because you didn’t receive what you felt 
you deserved? Have you ever become impatient because God hasn’t answered 
your prayer?  If you answered yes, how can you look at those situations 
differently?  



WEEK IV // DAY III

Read Matthew Chapter 20

Right in the middle of this chapter the word “Listen” jumped out at me.  As I 
am reading all of these parables, I feel overwhelmed by the task of how much I 
have to learn.  At the end of this chapter Jesus asks, “What do you want me to 
do with you?”  Today I am going to say the answer came before the question.  
I am going to listen to Jesus.

1.  Take some time to pray today and sit quietly before the Lord.  Listen to 
what he may be stirring in your heart.  At the end of that time, write down one 
word of challenge describing something you can do to become more like Jesus. 



WEEK IV // DAY IV

Read Matthew Chapter 21

In this chapter we begin as Jesus triumphantly enters Jerusalem and then moves 
through five teachings and stories that demonstrate the Lord’s authority.  Go 
slow today. Take a few minutes throughout the day to read and reflect on each 
parable. Listen for what you might need to hear from each section.

1. Jesus entered Jerusalem to fulfill Old Testament prophecy in verse 5. Extract 
the words, “He is humble.”  Imagine what it must have felt like for Jesus as He 
knew His days were drawing to a close and yet “He was humble.” The chaos 
did not distract him.  How are you managing your life?  Is humble a word 
someone would use to describe you? Why or why not?

2. In verses 21 – 22 Jesus tells us that we need to have faith not doubt.  Prayer 
is how we achieve this.  Say or write a prayer today that expresses the faith you 
have in Jesus.

3. Verse 33 begins with Jesus saying “Now listen.”  Sit quietly today after 
reading through the chapter and wait to hear from God.  What did God speak to 
you and how will you apply that today?



WEEK IV // DAY V

Read Matthew Chapter 22

In this chapter, Jesus teaches through the parable of a feast, money, and a dis-
cussion about the resurrection.  In verses 37 and 38 Jesus highlights His great-
est commandments.  He says, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like 
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.”  Take a moment to meditate and consider how you 
live out these two commandments.  Jesus closes chapter 22 questioning the 
Pharisees about who they think the Messiah is.  Jesus leaves them speechless.  
At the end of the chapter it says, “from that day on no one dared to ask him 
any more questions.”  

1.  Today focus on verses 37-40.  “For such a time as this,” what things are 
happening in your life that require you to humble yourself before the Lord and 
apply these verses?

2.  Why is it challenging to love your enemies or simply those who need your 
forgiveness?  Is there someone in your life you need to forgive?  How can you 
work towards that?  



3.  As you reflect on the lessons of this chapter and those of this week, what are 
one or two things you took away?  What lessons did He teach you through the 
parables in the Scriptures?





Written by:  Terry Rolen



WEEK V // DAY I

Read Matthew Chapter 23

7 Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees
In this chapter you will notice 7 “woes” directed at the Scribes (Teachers of 
the Law) and the Pharisees. These rebukes are spoken to the crowds (23.1) 
about the Scribes and Pharisees (v.2).  This would not have gained for Jesus 
any friends among those groups. He is warning the multitudes to avoid their 
behavior. The temptation when reading these kinds of rebukes is to distance 
ourselves from these words of Jesus as speaking exclusively about “those” 
Pharisees while failing to see the “Pharisee” that is in us.  I would encourage 
us to allow these strong words of the Lord to examine and sift us, to see if 
there be any embedded Pharisee in our heart, so that we might flee from it.

1.  Why do you think these “woes” were directed specifically at Pharisees and 
Scribes, (i.e., religious professionals)?

2.  Identify the seven woes in this chapter and write them in your own words. 
(v.13, v15, v16, v.23, v25, v27, v29.)

3.  Which of the 7 woes spoken by Jesus spoke most to you? Why?



WEEK V // DAY II

Read Matthew Chapter 24

Signs of the End of the Age
This chapter is heavy! It begins with Jesus’ disciples calling His attention to 
the incredible buildings in Jerusalem. Most cherished among them was the 
Jerusalem Temple. The Temple was unrivaled as the most revered space and 
site for the Jewish worshipper. After the destruction of Solomon’s temple, this 
temple was originally built by Zerubbabel and Ezra (Ezra 6:15) and was the 
center of Jewish life for almost a thousand years! Jesus shockingly predicts 
its coming destruction which would indeed come to pass at the hands of the 
Romans in 70AD. This shocking pronouncement by Jesus initiated an ‘end of 
the world’ conversation. Jesus addresses questions like, “When will the temple 
be destroyed?” “What should we do now?” “When is the end?” “What are the 
signs that the end is near?” These are some of life’s biggest and most sobering 
questions and Jesus addresses them in this chapter today!

1.  What do you think the disciples experienced when Jesus made the 
prediction that the 1000 year-old Temple, among Jerusalem’s most treasured 
buildings, would be destroyed? (If you lived during 9/11 and the destruction 
of the World Trade Towers in NYC you get some of the feeling the disciples 
experienced.)

2.  In verse 14, Jesus says something must happen before the end of the world 
happens. What is it that must take place first?



3.  In verse 36-44, Jesus speaks about when the end will come. What does He 
say about who knows and what does He say about what we should be doing 
until then (v.42, 44)?



WEEK V // DAY III

Read Matthew Chapter 25

10 Virgins, 8 Talents, Sheep and Goats
Today we continue with Jesus providing important lessons about the end of 
time and how to be ready for that day. To teach these principles He now shifts 
to one of his favorite teaching methods; the telling of Parables. In this chapter, 
Jesus tells 3 parables: The Parable of the Ten Virgins, The Parable of the 
Talents, and the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats.  The first parable teaches 
a lesson about being ready for the moment when Jesus returns. The second one 
is about what believers should be doing in the meantime with the gifts God has 
given to them. And finally, a weighty lesson on the importance of caring for the 
most vulnerable among us is offered.

1.  What is the main point of the Parable of the Ten Virgins? (v.1-13)

2.  What is the main point of the Parable of the Talents? (v. 14-30)

3.  What is the main point of the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats? (v.31-46)



WEEK V // DAY IV

Read Matthew Chapter 26:1 – Chapter 27:31

Plot, Trial, Sentencing of Jesus
Today we will cover the last two weeks of Jesus’ life. It is a period of extreme 
highs and lows (physical, emotional and spiritual) for Jesus. We will travel 
with Jesus from Bethany, a place where he regularly found refuge and rest, to 
the cross where he would face the unimaginable agony and pain of crucifixion.   
Along the way Jesus will be betrayed by a friend and denied three times by 
another. Yet in the midst of these most adverse conditions, looking closely we 
see our Savior’s holy devotion to accomplish the purpose for which He came, 
the salvation of sinners. 

1.  From the reading today, what do you think were some of the highs and lows 
for Jesus? 

2.  How did Jesus’ words at the Last Supper serve as a foreshadowing of what 
was soon to come (v.26-30)? 

3.  Matthew 27:22 is the most important question a person will ever answer. 
Read the question and answer it for yourself.



WEEK V // DAY V

Read Matthew Chapter 27:32 – Chapter 28:20

The King Dies, He Lives, He Commissions
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. They represent the very heart of the Christian 
faith, the Gospel. The death and resurrection of Jesus is the Gospel or the Good 
News. Jesus’ sacrificial death, His burial and His triumphant resurrection over 
death is the greatest story ever told! The Apostle Paul would call this Gospel 
the “very power of God for salvation” (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:18). As we read 
this story today, may we experience the power of God that accompanies this 
message.

1.  Jesus prays Psalm 22 for the cross (27:46). What did He mean by these 
words, “My God, My God why have you forsaken me?” 

2.  After their encounter with the Angel at the Empty tomb, the women left 
“afraid yet filled with joy” (v.8). What does ‘’afraid yet filled with joy’’ mean? 

3.  Matthew 28:18-20 is known as the Great Commission. What are we 
commissioned by the Lord Jesus to do?
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