


Introduction to Joseph

When you hear “Joseph of the Bible”, you may first think about the guy betrothed to 
Mary.  You know, the step-dad of Jesus.  We aren’t talking about that one.  There is an-
other one in the Bible.  And he is the one that inspired Joseph and the Amazing Techni-
color Dreamcoat, and more recently the animated movie Joseph: King of Dreams.  The 
Joseph of our study is found in the Book of Genesis, chapter 37 though chapter 50. 

Like so many, Joseph came from a dysfunctional family.  His life is a series of highs 
and lows — literally and figuratively.  In his father’s, Jacob’s, house Joseph is the fa-
vored son.  This was likely because he was the eldest child of his dad’s favorite (and 
deceased) wife, Rachel.  Told you it was dysfunctional.  This preferential treatment elic-
its much jealousy from Joseph’s 10 older brothers.  Eventually the brothers act on their 
emotions of resentment and jealousy. And it’s not pretty.  Shocker, right?

Unfortunately growing up, Joseph does little to endear himself to his brothers. When 
he was seventeen years old, Joseph tells his family about two dreams he had. Both 
dreams included lots of things bowing down to Joseph. In each case, Joseph’s dream 
is interpreted as meaning that one day he will rule over his family. Joseph would devel-
op quite a knack for interpreting dreams. Because dreams are God’s business.
Through all of the highs and lows of his life the “Dreamer” prospered. In his story told in 
Genesis, there is a recurring theme, “God was with him.”  When his life was dumped in 
the pit of slavery; God was with him.  When he was promoted to a position of power in 
Pharaoh’s palace; God was with him.  When he was unjustly sent to prison; God was 
with him.  When he was redeemed and elevated as Head of Pharaoh’s entire court; 
God was with him.  

By the end of the story everyone, not only Joseph, would become convinced that the 
dream he received at seventeen was true.  But he would come to see that the dream 
wasn’t just about him.  It was about so many more.  Dreams always are.  That’s why 
dreams are God’s business.





WEEK ONE
Looking for a Dream is the Quickest Way to Overlook It

“Find your dream! Go after your passion! Pursue your passion and you’ll never have 
to work a day in your life,” they tell us. But to tell you the truth I believe looking for a 
dream is the quickest way to miss it. We are often led into unnecessary frustration and 
disappointment by a culture that says “follow your dreams.”  Has anyone else found 
“following your dreams” far more paralyzing than it is helpful? Sure, at first it sounds 
encouraging. But once you bite into it, there’s nothing of substance there. When we 
take this popular wisdom, we can find ourselves wondering, is this little idea I’ve got 
the “big dream” or not? Is this small step I’m taking big and bold enough to count? How 
can I be sure I’ve found the “dream”? 

Here’s the problem, dreams don’t come to us full grown. They come as simple ideas 
or more often, simply being faithful to the Lord.  Many folks want a shortcut experience 
and just grab hold of a dream, and life just doesn’t work that way. We have to experi-
ence some things before we will ever discover our true passion.  Experience, stepping 
out, being faithful in the mundane, putting ourselves in uncomfortable circumstances 
often lead us to our true dream and passion.

The truth is we have been given a very clear purpose, and that is to bring glory to God 
with our lives and to lead others to him. That is the dream. When you chase after God 
with your whole heart (the greatest dream) then your (lesser) dreams will catch you.
Joseph’s life is a great example of this. Joseph wasn’t looking for a dream. He began 
as a boy living life in a big Israelite family when he had a dream. Like the kind you have 
at night, while sleeping; a literal dream. When we woke up he sought interpretation for 
what he had experienced.  Joseph will interpret dreams, but here he doesn’t interpret 
his own dream. He merely shares it.  Neither was Joseph looking for his BIG dream.  
God was with him and a big dream found him.  

Today as we begin this journey in Genesis 37:1-11, you’ll notice the emotional mood 
in the text is strong. Twice we are told his brothers ‘hated’ him. And once it is noted 
that they were ‘fiercely jealous’ of him.  Before even reading the rest of the chapter, we 
know from experience that those kinds of intense emotions will eventually come out 
somehow, some way. And usually not in a positive way.  And so it was in Joseph’s life.

by Terry Rolen



DAY ONE
Read Genesis 37:1-36

1. How do you think Joseph’s father, Israel’s (Jacob’s) history of broken relation  
 ships and deception played into his parenting of his children? 

2. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

3. How does it apply to your life?

4. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

5. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be a   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for
  God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)



DAY TWO
Read Genesis 37:1-11

1. Have you ever been the favorite? Maybe a coach’s favorite player; the favorite
 nephew or niece, a favorite son or daughter, a favorite grandchild, or a teacher’s
 favorite student? Read this passage, and observe how being the favorite 
 impacted Joseph’s relationships.

2. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

3. How does it apply to your life?

4. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

5. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for  
 God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)



DAY THREE
Read Genesis 37:12-20

1. As you read these verses, consider how Joseph’s dream fueled resentment?

2. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

3. How does it apply to your life?

4. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

5. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for  
 God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)

 



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 37:1-11

1. How does God subtly show up to save Joseph’s life when his brothers were 
 plotting to kill him (v.21)?
 

2. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

3. How does it apply to your life?

4. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

5. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for 
 God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)



1. Look for, and consider, two realities in this portion of Scripture. 
a) The damaging effects of sin.
b) Evidence that God is at work in the midst of sin, broken relationships, and 
 broken hearts.

2. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

3. How does it apply to your life?

4. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

5. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for 
 God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)

DAY FIVE
Read Genesis 37:12-20



We tend to identify ourselves by our family, our experiences, and our jobs. But other 
people sometimes identify us by their relationships with us. Do you know whose you 
are? Who claims you as theirs? Who are the people that influence you or those whom 
you influence? 

In Genesis 39, we find a long list of labels and influencers that impacted the life of Jo-
seph:

● He was a Hebrew
● A captive of his brothers
● Property of the Ishmaelites
● Brought to Egypt
● Under Pharaoh
● Slave to Potiphar
● His wife
● His household
● Under the keeper of the prison

If there was ever a person who would have reason to have an identity crisis, it was 
Joseph. But, through all this, Joseph remembered his most important relationship…He 
belonged to God. He was in God’s family, under His protection, in His providence, and 
in His will. 

by Bob Burns

WEEK TWO
Do You Know Whose You Are?



DAY ONE
Read Genesis 39:1-6

1. Do you know whose you are? Who are those people that influence your life, 
 or you theirs?

2. What did God reveal to you through His Word?

3. How does it apply to your life?

4. What will you do? (Don’t be just a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

5. Now, talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be 
 a prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request   
 for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to 
 what God reveals to you today.) 



DAY TWO
Read Genesis 39:6-10

1. What did God reveal to you through His Word?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t be just a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

4. Now, talk to God. This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be a 
prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s 
help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what God reveals to 
you today. 



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 39:14, 17, & 19  

DAY THREE
Read Genesis 39:11-18

1. What did God reveal to you through His Word?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t be just a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

4. Now, talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be a 
prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s 
help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what God reveals to 
you today.) 



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 39:14, 17, & 19  

1. What did God reveal to you through His Word?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t be just a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

4. Now, talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be 
 a prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request 
 for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to 
 what God reveals to you today.) 



DAY FIVE
Read Genesis 39:19-23

1. What did God reveal to you through His Word?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t be just a hearer of the Word, be a doer.)

4. Now, talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be 
 a prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request 
 for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to 
 what God reveals to you today.) 



Read Genesis 40

Genesis 40:6 - “When Joseph saw them the next morning, he noticed that they both 
looked upset.” 

This part of the story of Joseph is so interesting. We start this chapter with Joseph in 
prison. Completely undeserving of being there, Joseph doesn’t do what most would do. 
He doesn’t pout, isolate, complain, or even fight the wrongful accusation, he remains 
faithful. A few times in Genesis 39, the author mentions that God “was with” Joseph in 
prison. In verse 6 we pick up with Joseph noticing two men who are upset because of 
dreams that they had the prior night. They asked Joseph to interpret these dreams for 
them to make sense of everything. 

Joseph’s response is incredible! He says in verse 8: “Interpreting dreams is God’s busi-
ness.” I mean Come On!!  Think about how that one sentence is such good news and 
is so powerful for us to hear! The God of the Universe, who promises to be with us, is 
in the business of our dreams!

The truth is that all of us have dreams, all of us have passions, and perhaps we were 
given those things by God himself. 

Two thoughts to ponder: 
1. What if our dreams, passions, and the things that keep us up at night are in our 
 life for a reason beyond just ourselves and our own benefit? 

2. This story is completely dependent on Joseph noticing these two men. What if 
 God is calling His people to notice the people around them so that He can “be in
 the business of interpreting dreams”? 

May all of us see people’s needs well this week and also be reminded that God sees 
us and is with us!

by Cody Bracy

WEEK THREE
Interpreting Dreams is God’s Business



DAY ONE
Personal Reflection

1. Have you ever had a dream that you wish you knew what it meant?  
 If yes, what was it?

2. Have there been times in your life that you have felt trapped or stuck and not 
 known what to do?  What did it feel like?

3. Joseph helps people that he would have never met if it wasn’t for him being in
  prison.  Are there any people in your life who have been instrumental for you that   
 you met in a crazy random way? Who?

4. What are some of the dreams or passions you have had on your heart lately?

5. Pray: Today that God will reveal the dreams he has for you in life.



DAY TWO
Read Genesis 40:1-8

1. Joseph noticed that Pharaoh’s baker and the cup bearer were upset.  What do   
 you think it took for Joseph to notice them?

2. Whatever your answer was for the question above was, think about the idea that 
 perhaps this was used by God to speak through Joseph.  What does that say   
 about God and how He works?

3. What things in the world are you most observant of?  What are the things that   
 you “notice” well?

4. How can God use what catches your attention, or the things you “notice”, for   
 what He wants to do in your world, community, and neighborhood?

5. Pray: That God will show you the people, that He will help you notice people well   
 this week.



DAY THREE
Read Genesis 40:9-15

1. Joseph is able to interpret the cup-bearer’s dream.  What emotions/thoughts 
 do you think the cup-bearer must have been having?

2. Have you ever been told great, unexpected news?  If yes, what was it?  
 How did it feel?

3. Why do you think Joseph wanted the cup-bearer to tell Pharaoh about Joseph’s   
 gift of interpreting dreams?

4. Pray: That God will surround you with people that help walk with you through life.



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 40:16-19

1. Joseph gives the baker the opposite news that he just gave the cup-bearer.    
 What do you think the baker is feeling/thinking?

2. Have you ever gotten awful unexpected news?  If yes, what was it?  
 How did it feel?

3. What do you think Joseph must have been thinking about or feeling when    
 delivering this news?

4. Has God ever used you to deliver bad news to someone?  What happened?

5. Pray: For those experiencing hardship.  Pray that those who have received bad   
 news lately will cling to the hope that is Jesus.



DAY FIVE
Read Genesis 40:20-23

1. The story ends without much resolve at all.  Joseph interprets the dreams to 
 perfection however he is still not freed or even given credit.  How do you think 
 he felt?

2. Has there ever been a time where you were sure what God was going to do and   
 something totally different happened?  If so, what happened?

3. If we believe that God has a plan, not to harm us, but to give us life and life to the  
 full, what conclusions do you make of where Joseph is at this part in the story?

4. Pray: Today pray that in the moments of waiting or confusion in your life, or 
 another, that God will continue to show up and move in the season of waiting.    
 Pray for trust and patience to a God who has already won the battle for us!



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis

Is it really possible to overcome our past?  Many of us feel trapped by our past, reliving 
the same mistakes, reliving the same hurts and hang ups.  We shouldn’t allow our past 
to define us.  What’s important is how we overcome our past.  That says more about 
who we are.

In chapter 42 of Genesis we read how Joseph is forced to relive his past when his 
brothers come to Egypt looking for grain.  He has to relive the hurt that his own family 
put him through.  Joseph comes to a point when he has to decide, do I take revenge 
or do I move forward?  We can see that Joseph is hesitant to trust his brothers, but is 
willing to take the necessary steps forward to begin the process of forgiveness. 

If we want to overcome our past, we have got to believe that the power of God is stron-
ger than anything in the past.  There’s nothing that the power of God cannot overcome.  
We also have to make the decision to stop allowing our past to define us.  Our identity 
comes from Jesus Christ; we are created in the image of God.  Once we start claiming 
and accepting where our identity comes from, then we stop allowing our past to define 
who we are.  

We also need to embrace our future.  We have to know that God has a plan for our 
lives, that he doesn’t want us to be hindered by our past, but to use it to make us stron-
ger in the future, to help us build stronger character and more integrity.  We have to live 
out the identity we claim in Christ and keep our eyes focused forward on the plans God 
has for our future!  Think about this the next time you get in your car, there’s a reason 
why your windshield is so much bigger than your rear view mirror.  What happened in 
your past is not nearly as important as what is in your future! 

by Stefanie Armstrong

WEEK FOUR
Can You Overcome Your Past



DAY ONE
Personal Reflection

1. What is the biggest obstacle in your past that you’ve had to overcome?  
 What did you learn from it?

2. What different emotions did you experience when trying to overcome a hurt 
 from your past, why?

3. What are some helpful things you’ve done to work through those emotions?

  
4. How is God using your past experiences to prepare you for the future?  

5. How can you share what God is doing in your life and through your past 
 with others?



DAY TWO
Read Genesis 42:1-13

Sometimes our past can cause us to distrust others.  Focus on how Joseph experi-
enced distrust in these verses.

1. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer)

4. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for 
 God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)



DAY THREE
Read Genesis 42:14-20

At some point we have to make the decision to move forward and leave our past be-
hind us.  Focus on how Joseph took the first steps to do that.

1. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer)

4. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for 
 God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 42:21-28

Even when we move on from the past, it can still hurt.  Focus on the different emotions 
Joseph and his brothers were having.

1. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer)

4. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for 
 God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)



DAY FIVE
Read Genesis 42:29-38

Sometimes, we aren’t the only ones who are affected by our past experiences.  Focus 
on the impact that was made on Joseph’s entire family, especially his father.

1. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer)

4. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for 
 God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to what   
 God said to you.)



WEEK FIVE
How Big Is Your God?

Read through all of Genesis 41, keeping in mind the question “How big is YOUR God?”  
Search for something God might be trying to speak to you.  Pray and seek to connect 
intentionally with what this passage about Joseph and Pharaoh could teach you this 
week.  

This chapter begins as Joseph is pulled from prison to the home of Pharaoh to interpret 
his dreams.  It is in this process that Joseph’s life begins to turn around for the better.  
Joseph will gain power, priority and God’s favor in his life, and Pharaoh will give it to 
him.

We serve a big God, but sometimes we cannot see His plan for us in the thick of the 
weeds.  We must trust and have faith that everything in our life is God’s design for our 
good and His Glory.

by Jeannie Zier



1. What did God say to you in this passage today?

2. How do you apply it to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the word, be a doer.)

4. Now talk to God in prayer.  (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. 
 It could be prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a 
 request for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response  
 to what God said to you.)

DAY ONE
Read Genesis 41



DAY TWO
Read Genesis 41:1-14

In verse 8, Pharaoh “sent for wise men” to interpret his dream.  Pharaoh was con-
fused and afraid of the dreams he had had and wanted others to help him understand.  
He was not able to make sense of what God was telling him directly.  As Joseph was 
brought to Pharaoh, I was reminded of the importance of having Godly people in our 
lives to give us council, to speak truth into our lives, to assist in processing life and 
Scripture with us.  

1. What did God say to you in this passage today?

2. How do you apply it to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the word, be a doer.)

4. Now talk to God in prayer.  (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. 
 It could be prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a 
 request for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response  
 to what God said to you.)



DAY THREE
Read Genesis 41:15-32

In this passage we hear Pharaoh explain the dream to Joseph and Joseph makes 
clear that his words of interpretation are God’s intention.  From the start Joseph says in 
verse 16 the phrase “I cannot…but God will.” 

This displays Joseph’s faith and trust in God.  How often do we try to maintain con-
trol of things we cannot understand?  Instead, we are reminded here that we need to 
relinquish control and trust God.  We can’t, but God will.  In verses 25, 28 and 32 Jo-
seph re-states that “God has revealed to Pharaoh what God is about to do.”  God had 
already decided what He was going to do.  Pharaoh just had to make plans based on 
that knowledge and trust God to do the rest.

1. What did God say to you in this passage today?

2. How do you apply it to your life?

3. What situation are you controlling that you need to release today?

4. Do you believe YOUR God is Big enough to handle your issue for you?

5. Now talk to God in prayer.  (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. 
 It could be prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a 
 request for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response  
 to what God said to you.)



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 41:33-45

In these scriptures, it defines a “wise man.”  Pharaoh sent for “wise men” in verse 8 
but we discover in these scriptures the difference between just anybody and one that 
is wise is “one in whom is the spirit of God.”  Pharaoh then gives away authority and 
power to Joseph because he believes him to be wise.  

1. What did God say to you in this passage today?

2. How do you apply it to your life?

3. The spirit of God was evident in the life of Joseph because he professed it.  
 Is the Spirit of God evident in your life?

4. Now talk to God in prayer.  (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. 
 It could be prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a 
 request for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response  
 to what God said to you.)



DAY FIVE
Read Genesis 41:46-57

As Joseph lived his life and Pharaoh’s dreams became reality, the interpretation of his 
own dreams would soon be coming to pass.  God was weaving all things together.  We 
may not always understand what is happening, but God is always in control.  Joseph 
endured an abundance of hardship in his life, but he had a faith and a relationship with 
God that allowed him to press on toward the glory of what God would bring to pass.  
In verses 51-52 Joseph named his sons as a reflection of the journey God walked with 
him.  
● Manasseh = God made me forget all my trouble
● Ephraim = God made me fruitful in my suffering.
Joseph believed that he served a big God and allowed his life to be a reflection of that 
trust.  
 
1. What did God say to you in these verses today?

2. How do you apply it to your life?

Give thanks in all things and know that God is leading you for growth.  I recently heard 
a quote that says “the only difference between a roadblock and an adventure is my 
perspective.” 

3. How BIG is YOUR God?   

“Be wise” and let the Spirit of God show you how big He wants to be in your life for His 
glory.   
Psalm 25:4-5 NLT “Show me the right path, O Lord; point out the road for me to follow.  
Lead me by your truth and teach me for you are the God who saves me.  All day long, I 
put my hope in you.”  

4. Now talk to God in prayer.  (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. 
 It could be prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a 
 request for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of 
 response to what God said to you.)



WEEK SIX
Are You Satisfied?

This is a great question. It is not:  are you happy, or do you have enough. It is:  are you 
satisfied, are you content?  We know that God satisfies the yearning soul.  He provides 
a supply of what we quietly and desperately need.  The question is not can He satisfy, 
but do we look to Him to be satisfied?  If we are not satisfied, we have to ask ourselves 
where we are looking to be satisfied.  When we are not satisfied, it is most often be-
cause we have taken our eyes off God.  We have been distracted by what the world 
has to offer.  A soul satisfied by God alone can withstand hardships, turmoil, and utter 
darkness and still sing “It is well with my soul.”  We often think we know what we need, 
but God knows better.  His ways are higher and His love runs deeper than what we can 
fathom. 

by Mickey Taylor



DAY ONE
Personal Reflection

1. Are you satisfied in your current situation? 

2. What are the things that distract you, or the things that you go to find 
 satisfaction?

3. How can you begin to rely on God more?

4. Take a minute and think back on situations you have gone through and be    
 reminded of how God has provided for you. 



DAY TWO
Read Genesis 45:1-8 

Sometimes after we have gone through an experience, we look back and have an AH-
HA moment when we see what God was doing in the midst of that moment.  Focus on 
how God uses Joseph’s struggles for good.  

1. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.) 

4. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for
  God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to
  what God said to you.) 



DAY THREE
Read Genesis 45:9-15

God redeems broken relationships.  Focus on Joseph’s relationship with his brothers.

1. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.) 

4. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for
  God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to
  what God said to you.) 



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 45:16-20 

1. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.) 

4. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request for
  God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to
  what God said to you.) 



DAY FIVE
Read Genesis 45:21-28

1. What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture?

2. How does it apply to your life?

3. What will you do? (Don’t just be a hearer of the Word, be a doer.) 

4. Now talk to God. (This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer. It could be   
 prayer of gratitude or praise. It could be a prayer of confession or a request   
 for God’s help. It’s up to you. Take a minute to write a prayer of response to 
 what God said to you.) 



WEEK SEVEN
How Will You Be Remembered?

When we began this journey looking at the life of Joseph, he was a young man of sev-
enteen.  Now in Genesis 50 he is an old man near the end of his life.  He has gone 
from being a victim of human trafficking and being sold into slavery to becoming the 
second most powerful man in the world as the prime minister of Egypt.  In the begin-
ning he was an ambitious young man full of dreams.  Now he is an old man about to 
pass on his legacy.

Some years ago, the Tombstone Pizza Company had a commercial in which they 
asked, “What do you want on your tombstone?”.  While they were talking about the 
toppings on a pizza, in a much broader way it is an appropriate question for each of us 
to consider.  What do you want to be remembered for?  What difference do you want to 
make in the lives of your family and what impact do you want to leave on the world?

Life is not unlike a football game.  Let me explain.  The game of football has two 
halves.  In between is what we call half-time.  If you think about the purpose of half-
time, it is more than just giving the players an opportunity to rest.  It is primarily a time 
to evaluate the first half (how have we played and how our opponent has played), and 
it is a time to strategize how we will play the second half.  It has been said that football 
games are won or lost at half-time.

There is a half-time moment in each of our lives.  Often it is referred to as “mid-life” 
when we look back over the first half of our life and, if we are smart, evaluate and strat-
egize for the second half.  Typically, in the first half we are seeking “success.”  The 
trade-off we often make in the second half is to move from success to “significance.” 
That is, legacy.  How we want to be remembered.  The impact we want to leave on the 
world.

by Randy Spence



DAY ONE
Read Genesis 50

1. What did the Scripture reading say to you?  What sticks out to you?

2. When you are dead and gone and your family and friends are gathered around   
 remembering you, what will they remember?  What will they say?

3. What would you like to hear your family and friends say in those conversations?

4. If you could write the epitaph on your tombstone, what would you want it to say?

5. What do you need to do beginning today to make these things come to be?

6. Prayer. Turn your thoughts into a prayer.  What do you want to say to God in   
 respect to how you want to live your life from this point forward and what do you   
 want God to say to you once your life has been lived?



DAY TWO
Read Genesis 50: 1-14 

In these verses Joseph and his brothers have just buried their father Jacob.  Often 
such times can become for us times of reflection as we consider our own mortality.

1. What did today’s Scripture reading say to you?

2. Have you ever buried a loved one or been at the funeral of a dear friend?

3. What emotions did you experience? 

4. What affect did that event have on you?

5. What, if any, decisions did you make as a result? Is there anything different in   
 you?

6.  Prayer. Ask God to help you learn from the lives of others and to reveal to 
 you what needs to be different in your life as a result.  Pray Psalm 139: 23-24:   
 “Search me, O God, and know my heart: test me and know my anxious thoughts.  
 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”



DAY THREE
Read Genesis 50:12-14

Here we read that Joseph and his brothers did as their father had asked them.  The 5th 
commandment of the Ten Commandments says, “Honor your father and your 
mother…” It is the first commandment with a promise…”so that you may live long in the 
land…” 

1. What did today’s Scripture reading say to you?

2. Have you lost your mother or father?  If so, reflect a bit on that event and how it   
 affected you.

3. How did you honor them before they passed?  How do you continue to honor   
 them even now? 

4. If your parents are still alive, how are you showing honor to them today?  What   
 can you do this week to show love and respect to them?

5. What are some ways you can show honor today to others, especially the aged,   
 the sick, the needy?  What will you do today or this week to show honor to them?

6. Prayer. What do you need to confess to God about the honor, or lack thereof,   
 that you have shown your parents?  Talk to Him about any changes you need to   
 make from this moment forward. 



DAY FOUR
Read Genesis 50:15-21

Now that their father is gone, Joseph’s brothers fear he will take retribution for the thing 
they did to him years before.  Joseph’s perspective on what they did is priceless.  
“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good…” 

1. What did today’s Scripture reading say to you?

2. Think of a time or times when someone harmed you.  How did you react then?   
 What is your feeling now? 

3. What, if anything, would you change in terms of your response if you could do a   
 do over?

4. Think of a time when something bad happened to you that from your current 
 perspective you realize it worked out for the good.  How does that temper your   
 thoughts and feelings towards that person or event?

5. Prayer. While we can’t go back, we can ask God to forgive us where 
 forgiveness is needed.  We can also ask Him to help us forgive those who 
 have hurt or abused us.  Can you do that now in prayer?  Ask Him to help you   
 truly forgive those who have harmed you and to redeem your past.



DAY FIVE
Read Genesis 50:22-26

In these final verses of Genesis we read of the death of Joseph at the age of 110.  
He lived to be a great-great-grandfather.

1. What did today’s Scripture reading say to you?

2. When you look back over the whole story of Joseph from the age of seventeen   
 to a man who dies at age 110, what are the standout lessons that you glean from  
 this remarkable life?
 
3. If you are going to maximize your life and leave a legacy that is honoring to God,   
 what do you need to change now?  What do you need to begin to do differently?

4. While we can’t go back and undo the past, we can start today and make the   
 future different from the past.  What does that mean to you?

5. Returning to day one of this week’s devotional, if you could write your epitaph   
 on your tombstone, what would you write?  What do you want it to say?

6. Thinking backwards, what do you need to begin to do today to make it so?

7. Prayer. Again in the spirit of Psalm 139:23-24, what does God need to search   
 out in you?  What needs to change?  Is there anything that defiles you or    
 that keeps you from being what He wants and desires?




