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WELCOME TO ACTS!
What is Acts about?

Acts is about the acts of the apostles, or what the first followers of Jesus did to spread
the good news of Jesus! Acts is really the story of the way the church got started. Acts
is Part 2 of the story of Jesus, picking up right after the last chapter of the Gospel of

Luke. 
When was it written?

Somewhere between 60-70 AD, within 30 years of Jesus’ death on the cross.
Who wrote it?

Luke, the doctor who wrote the Gospel of Luke.
Why are we focusing on this book?

Acts is an amazing story of faith and the Church growing through the power of the
Holy Spirit! Acts shows us that ordinary people can do extraordinary things, that we

are all disciples and that we all have the power through Jesus to love our
neighborhoods and see true change happen in the lives of the people around us! Acts

shows us that we don't go to church... we ARE the Church!

HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL
This devotional has been put together a little differently than devotions of years past.
Each week will focus on the scripture theme of the week, and each day you'll be asked
to interact with the content in a different way. Over the coming weeks, you'll dive into
scripture, think through questions, do practical exercises, discuss, make plans, and
more.
 
Monday: Read- a  biblical passage to read and mark up. Follow the directions on the
page.
Tuesday: Think- a devotional thought and questions to help you understand the
week's theme on a deeper level.
Wednesday: Meet- instructions and discussion questions for your small group.
Thursday: Pray- guided prayer exercises for a deeper walk with the Spirit into the
week's theme.
Friday: Do- a few action items to help you put the week's theme into practice.

Enjoy this journey into the book of Acts!



WEEK
ONE

But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

-Acts 1:8

Acts 1



CIRCLE  the words or phrases that show a first hand experience (like seeing, hearing,
appearing, receiving).
UNDERLINE anything that talks about the Holy Spirit.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the
day He was taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosen. After He had suffered, he also presented Himself alive to them by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking
about the kingdom of God.

While He was  with them, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the
Father’s promise. “Which,” he said, “you have heard me speak about; for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit in a few days.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to
Israel at this time?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”

After He had said this, He was taken up as they were watching, and a cloud took Him out
of their sight.

ACTS 1:1-9 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK

We are disciples.
We are disciples who must make disciples.
We are disciples who are empowered by the Holy Spirit as we go and make more
disciples.

Let's talk about "last words." The last words people say are powerful things! Usually, a
last word is a word of comfort, love, or wisdom. Here are Jesus' last words before He
went back to heaven:

Read Acts 1:4-9

At this time, the Jewish people thought that the Messiah was coming to give Israel its
physical kingdom back, so when the disciples asked Jesus in verse 6, “Lord, are you
restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?”, they were asking a question that may seem
weird to us, but was really important to them.

How does Jesus answer their question? Let's look...
It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has set by His own authority. A 
 reminder that we are not in control, and that we do not always get to know what God’s
plan is to the exact detail.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you. A promise that even
without control, the power of heaven would be with us.

And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth. A challenge to remove the boundaries that we put around Jesus and to take
the Good News to everyone.

As part of the Church who has come thousands of years later, I am so thankful for the
generations of disciples who shared what they witnessed, and did not lose sight of these
essential truths:



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
How can we focus on trusting Jesus instead of trying to control things for our own
purpose or preferences?

How can you be a witness for Jesus to the people around you?

What questions do you have about the power of the Holy Spirit? How do you think you
can tap into the power of the Holy Spirit?

What can we learn about discipleship from Jesus’ last words?



How would you describe yourself?
What's your family like?
What brings you joy?
What is your experience and relationship with God like (when did you first hear about
God, what has helped grow your faith if applicable, were you baptized)?

From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

When God’s people gather together, amazing things take place. The goal of gathering
together provides a chance for you to share your stories, to celebrate one another, to
thank God for what he has done (and is doing), and most of all to pray for one another. 

For week one, start your group with introductions! Introduce yourself with your name,
your grade and school, and what your favorite thing this week was.

After everyone's had a chance to introduce themselves, your group leader is going to
share his or her story. When you share your story, you can kind of talk about whatever
you want, since it is your story, but if you want some suggestions...

After sharing stories, pray together as a group. Ask who would be willing to share next
week. 
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson, and activities honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



Read Luke 24:44-53.
 
Last words matter, don’t they? When I read these last words that Jesus gave to His
disciples before He was taken up into heaven, I’m struck with two things: 1) Jesus
explains what is going on and then He opens the minds of the disciples "so they could
understand the Scriptures." 2) Jesus gives a command to "stay in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high." Here, He is talking about a promise directly from
the Father to be given to them. When Jesus is taken up into the heavens, the result of
these last words brought great worship and joy.
 
Read Acts 1:8.
 
Jesus says in verse 4, "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised…" and then later in verse 8, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." Waiting comes before power. Notice that Jesus’
instruction is to wait on the Holy Spirit before they are sent out on mission. Throughout
this study, our heart's posture is to first receive. This week, let your prayer simply be to
wait on the Lord and receive from Him whatever he has for you.
 

PRAY
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for all that He’s done in your life. Don’t
worry about saying the wrong thing. (For example, "I worship you, God, for
providing for me and my family. I thank you for your grace.")
 
LISTEN. Prayer is a conversation. What is the Father saying to you? You can literally ask
Him, “Father, is there anything you want to say to me today?” Even if you don't feel like
you hear anything at first, it's good to stop and practice listening. You can trust that God
is there and will find a way to get through to you.

RECEIVE. In your own words, ask the Spirit to open your heart and mind to receive all
that He has for you. (For example, "Holy Spirit, can you help settle my heart and mind
from all distractions, can you open my heart and mind to what you have for me?")

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8
 
What do you think it means to be a witness for Jesus?

In our key passage this week, Jesus is telling the disciples to witness in Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. 

When reading this Scripture, think about how Jesus was speaking to both the disciples
on that day, but also to us, who are reading His words 2,000 years later. For those
disciples, Jerusalem represents an area we are very familiar with, like our neighborhood;
think about a common place you visit regularly like school, your sports teams or dance
classes, or even a friend’s house. Judea is the larger surrounding area, like Pinellas
County, and Samaria would be a completely different area, somewhat close, but not
familiar. 

Write down places in your life that are your Jerusalem? Your Judea? Your Samaria? 

Use the columns below to list different ways that you have witnessed in those areas, or
different ways you could be a witness for Jesus in your Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.

Take some time today to choose one of the ways you could be a witness in “your”
Jerusalem, Judea or Samaria, and go for it this week!

FRIDAY
DO

JERUSALEM JUDEA SAMARIA



WEEK
TWO

When the day of Pentecost came, they
were all together in one place.  Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent wind
came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. 

-Acts 2:1-41

Acts 2



CIRCLE  the words or phrases that show a strange, mysterious, or supernatural thing
happening.
UNDERLINE anything that is a person's reaction.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a
sound like that of a violent rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house
where they were staying. They saw tongues like flames of fire that separated and rested
on each one of them. Then they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were Jews staying in Jerusalem,
devout people from every nation under heaven. When this sound occurred, a crowd came
together and was confused because each one heard them speaking in his own language.
They were astounded and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all these who are speaking
Galileans? How is it that each of us can hear them in our own native language? Parthians,
Medes, Elamites; those who live in Mesopotamia, in Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from
Rome (both Jews and converts), Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the
magnificent acts of God in our own tongues.” They were all astounded and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 

ACTS 2:1-12 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK

 God is near.
 God fights for you.
 God goes out before you.
 God prays for you.
 God is with you.

Read Acts 2:1-4

When the Holy Spirit enters the room at Pentecost, everything changes. Even though the
Spirit had been promised by Jesus, I doubt anyone was ready for the dramatic moment
when that violent, rushing wind filled the home, when the flaming tongues appeared, or
when the Spirit rested on each one of them.

The Greek word for “spirit” is pneuma, which actually can be translated to mean
“breath” or “wind.” The pneuma is the soul, the life-giving spirit, and as the hagios
pneuma (or most Holy Spirit) filled the home, its very breath poured out the power
needed to walk in the presence of God.

Acts goes on to show us that the power of this most Holy Spirit filled the apostles so that
the Gospel was being spoken in a way that everyone who gathered understood what was
being said in their own language. At first, the crowd was flabbergasted, then doubtful,
but Peter stood up, raised his voice, and preached the Gospel for the very first time. You
can read this sermon in Acts 2:14-41.

Read Acts 2:32-41.
When your pneuma comes from God, the power within you is a promise.

The power of this hagios pneuma is available to every believer. It is mind blowing to
think that the power of God that lived in Jesus Christ, that lived in Peter, and in the men
and women of faith we’ll continue to read about over the next weeks, is the same power
that we have access to…the same power that lives within us.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
Why do you think God had the Holy Spirit move in at Pentecost in such a dramatic way?

The arrival and movement of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost came about in a way that was
probably very unexpected for the people gathered there. In what ways are you prepared
for a movement of the Holy Spirit in your life? Can we prepare to be unprepared for
when the Holy Spirit is ready to move in a dramatic way? How?

In your opinion, what makes a person powerful? What do you think Jesus would say
makes a person powerful?

What are some things that maybe feel out of your power, but are the things that you’re
being called to try through the power of the Holy Spirit?



How would you describe yourself?
What's your family like?
What brings you joy?
What is your experience and relationship with God like (when did you first hear about
God, what has helped grow your faith if applicable, were you baptized)?

From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

In Acts 2 we read that, "suddenly a sound like a blowing wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting." You can experience similar power from
His spirit in your time of sharing and praying. Remember that amazing things happen
when the people of God gather! Allow yourself to be open to what He is saying to you in
your time together and be an active listener in how He is at work in each one of your
lives.

Start your group with an opening prayer, and after that, ask the person that has agreed
to share their story to share.
When you share your story, you can kind of talk about whatever you want, since it is your
story, but if you want some suggestions...

Once they have shared, ask who would be willing to share next week. After praying, it's
time to reflect together as a group.
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson, and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



Acts 2 is a very important moment in church history. Take a moment to think about
Peter. He was the one who denied Jesus three times the night Jesus was arrested and
crucified. After Jesus’ resurrection, Jesus and Peter have a moment. It’s one of the most
beautiful moments, and it gives us hope when we think we’ve run out of chances. In that
conversation found in John 21, Peter has a "cut to the heart" moment. Jesus restores
him, and as a result, we now have the epic sermon from the Apostle Peter, being
empowered by the Holy Spirit to boldly preach in front of thousands. It says that people
were "cut to the heart," so much so that they asked the disciples: "Brothers, what should
we do?" (vs 37). Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom
the Lord our God will call." (Acts 2:37-39). If God can use Peter like this, He can use us
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

PRAY
 
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for all that He’s done in your life. Don’t
worry about saying the wrong thing. ("God, thank you for giving me second and
third and fourth chances…") 
 
LISTEN. In your own words, confess the things that genuinely cut you to the heart.
Don’t stay in the shame, but walk out in the victory that is yours through the blood
of Jesus because He has paid for it all. ("Is there anything in my life that keeps me
from you? Wash me clean and make me new…")
  
RECEIVE. God loves you so much and desires to restore you, just like Peter, and to
walk with you closer than any person you’ve ever known. In your own words, ask
“Father, please heal my heart. Fill me new with your Holy Spirit. I now receive the
power of the Holy Spirit that you promised me. Can you show me what you have
for me this week?”

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise
is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God
will call.” With many other words he testified and strongly urged them, saying, “Be saved
from this corrupt generation!” So those who accepted his message were baptized, and
that day about three thousand people were added to them.  Acts 2:38-41 

Last week we talked about what it means to be a witness for Jesus. This week, commit to
sharing about a positive impact Jesus has made on your life with another person. Write
down 1-3 ideas of ways you've seen God working in your life recently that you could
share with someone.

Who are some people that you think you could share these "God moments" with?

Look for opportunities to show others your faith and relationship with Jesus.. That might
mean sharing your story or the Gospel message with someone, or helping someone you
know in need! It doesn't have to be anything crazy big...it can be in small ways, too!
Spend some time reflecting on the different ways we show our faith in everyday life.

FRIDAY
DO



WEEK
THREE

Now all the believers were together and
held all things in common.

-Acts 2:44

Acts 2:42-47



CIRCLE  the activities you see the early church practicing.
UNDERLINE anywhere it says, "all," "every," "everyone," "anyone," etc.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread, and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and signs were
being performed through the apostles. Now all the believers were together and held all
things in common. They sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds
to all, as any had need. Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the
temple, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with joyful and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to
their number those who were being saved.

ACTS 2:42-47 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK
Read Acts 2:42-47.

When Jesus was practicing His earthly ministry, He was in charge of running the
show. The teaching, the miracles, and the gatherings all centered around Him. In
our passage of Acts this week, we see what it looked like when His followers were
having to run everything without Him physically there. What's cool is that they
were able to take what they’d learned from Jesus and create the Church we see in
this passage.

It can be easy to sit in a weekly church service and take in everything happening
without realizing that the weekly gathering is not the main point of the Church.
When we look to the example Jesus set, and the example the apostles gave us, we
see that the point of the Church is not to go to a building, but to live in communion
with the Spirit and each other to bring heaven to earth. We don’t go to church; we
are the Church. We are all missionaries in our own neighborhoods. Acts 2:42-47
sets up this idea of holy community (a group of people set apart to love God and
each other authentically) for us.

The apostles brought out the love of God in their own neighborhoods. Rather than
seeing Jesus as the only one able to care, teach, and restore, they saw themselves
as sharing the responsibility. When we are filled with the power of the Holy Spirit
and look to Jesus as our guide, we can also share the responsibility of partnering
with whatever God is doing around us. We are missionaries called to be the Church
in the neighborhoods we’ve been planted in!

While our lifestyles in 2022 are super different from the lifestyle of a first century
Galilean, we can still find ways to create holy communities in the neighborhoods
we’re in. We learned it from Jesus; lead with love, and share the important and not
so important moments of life together.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
What have Jesus and the apostles taught us about holy community? What are the most
important characteristics of a holy community? 

What type of “neighborhoods” are you planted in? Your physical neighborhood, your
schools, your friend groups, your online groups…these are neighborhoods. What are
your unique mission fields?

Do you see yourself as a missionary? What do you think a missionary is supposed to do?
Does your description match up with how the missionaries are described in scripture? 

Prayerfully consider which neighborhood you want to start your missionary journey in to
bring out this holy community. What does it look like to devote yourself to teaching,
fellowship, food, and prayer (or your own version of this) in the mission
field/neighborhood you’re called to?



How would you describe yourself?
What's your family like?
What brings you joy?
What is your experience and relationship with God like (when did you first hear about
God, what has helped grow your faith if applicable, were you baptized)?

From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

The church has formed! Within six verses, Acts 2:42-47, we see a great example of what
the body of Christ in motion can do! Some of these things you most likely will even
experience in your time together today. Think about what a beautiful time, in Acts 2, it
must have been to experience this new thing all together. Remember that this can still be
experienced today! The Holy Spirit still wants to empower and lead His people into
action.

Read Acts 2:42-47 again as a group, and after that, ask the person that has agreed to
share their story to share.
When you share your story, you can kind of talk about whatever you want, since it is your
story, but if you want some suggestions...

Once they have shared, ask who would be willing to share next week. After praying, it's
time to reflect together as a group.
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson, and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



Read Acts 2:42-47.

Acts shows us just how much of a family God’s people are meant to be. As the early
church did this, God did astonishing things. It says, "And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles." Have you ever
experienced awe like this when you met with family and friends? What we see in Acts 2 is
an invitation into a better community where you can know and be known. Holy
communities are safe places where we become vulnerable with each other, and see the
depths of each other. God created us for community. What if we let each other into
those spaces? What if we invited God to be in those spaces? "Behold, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat
with him, and he with me." -Jesus (Revelation 3:20) 

PRAY
 
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for all that He’s done in your life. Do you feel
like you keep saying the same things? That’s okay! There’s a LOT to be thankful for. Turn
your heart towards the One who loves you better than anyone else.

LISTEN. In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal what your attitude towards
other people are. Remember that what He reveals, He wants to heal. Ask the Lord to
show you opportunities, even people’s faces, to gather in His name and truly belong to a
family. The enemy will try to make you believe that you don’t belong anywhere. This is
not true. You belong in the family of God. 
  
RECEIVE. The Scripture says, “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore He
will rise up to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who
wait for Him!” (Isaiah 30:18). In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit, "Lord, what do you
long to do in and through me? I receive it…"

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



Time spent in God’s Word
Fellowship with other Christians
Taking communion 
Prayer
Giving
Worship

Commit to praying together over the next 8 weeks of this series. 
Join a small group for more time in fellowship with other Christians.  
Take communion together on a weekly basis, or as a family.

The end of Acts 2 lists out things that the believers did together. They learned what the
apostles were teaching, they were in fellowship, they took communion together, and
they prayed together. They also gave to anyone in need and worshiped God together. 

Reflect on your spiritual life. Create a pie chart of your life with the spiritual disciplines
below. Think about where you are spending the most and least time, and how those
areas affect your spiritual life.

See the pie chart example below.

Next, pick one discipline that you can focus more on your life. Pick one person who you
can share this with and use as an accountability partner. Maybe you and your partner
can:

These are just examples...choose an area where you personally see room to grow.

FRIDAY
DO

My Spiritual Life



WEEK
FOUR

But Peter said, “I don’t have silver or gold,
but what I do have, I give you: In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and
walk!”

-Acts 3:6

Acts 3 & 4



CIRCLE  each time you see an ordinary person doing an ordinary thing.
UNDERLINE each time you see an ordinary person doing an extraordinary thing.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple for the time of prayer at three in the
afternoon. A man who was lame from birth was being carried there. He was placed each
day at the temple gate called Beautiful, so that he could beg from those entering the
temple. When he saw Peter and John about to enter the temple, he asked for money.
Peter, along with John, looked straight at him and said, “Look at us.” So he turned to
them, expecting to get something from them. But Peter said, “I don’t have silver or gold,
but what I do have, I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!”
Then, taking him by the right hand he raised him up, and at once his feet and ankles
became strong. So he jumped up and started to walk, and he entered the temple with
them—walking, leaping, and praising God. All the people saw him walking and praising
God, and they recognized that he was the one who used to sit and beg at the Beautiful
Gate of the temple. So they were filled with awe and astonishment at what had happened
to him.

ACTS 3:1-10 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK
Read Acts 3:1-7.

There are a lot of ordinary things happening in the beginning scene of Acts 3. Ordinary
men (Peter and John), doing an ordinary task (going to the temple), seeing an ordinary
sight (a beggar at the gates). You’ve just read this scripture, so you know an
extraordinary thing is about to happen. But at what point does this passage move from
the ordinary to the extraordinary? 

For the beggar, maybe this encounter didn’t turn extraordinary at the moment when he
was healed in verse 7, but when Peter asked him to look at him in verse 4? It is so easy
for us, when we’re in our “ordinary”, to not see what’s happening in the background. For
this lame beggar, I wonder how many other people’s backgrounds he’d been a part of?
How many times had eyes skated over him, unseeing and uncaring?

Maybe the first step to “extraordinary” starts at just “ordinary,” in letting ourselves really
look at the ordinary around us and see what (or who) really needs the extraordinary
power of Jesus to enter the scene.

Read Acts 4:13-14.

A special detail about this encounter is that the men who were putting Peter and John on
trial for doing this extraordinary thing in the name of Jesus were the same men who
crucified Jesus. They kept trying to stop this extraordinary thing from happening and
changing the status quo, but these seemingly ordinary men kept getting in their way. 

There is no denying that when Jesus enters the scene, anything can happen. He is able to
do more than we could ever ask or imagine, so it shouldn’t surprise us when Jesus enters
the ordinary scenes of our day and turns them extraordinary. And yet, it does surprise
us. So here is a challenge, to never letting ourselves think that the extraordinary is
impossible.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
Peter and John, while just ordinary people, had confidence in Jesus, knowing how
extraordinary He was. What would you rate your own confidence in Jesus? Do you think
you make space for Jesus to do extraordinary things in your life?

How have your spiritual practices, like worship and prayer, maybe become predictable
and ordinary? What can you do to get back the freshness of relating to an extraordinary
God? Or maybe, you need to start some of these practices?

What is in the background of your “ordinary” that you need to notice and bring to Jesus?
What are some steps you can take over the next three months to do that?



How would you describe yourself?
What's your family like?
What brings you joy?
What is your experience and relationship with God like (when did you first hear about
God, what has helped grow your faith if applicable, were you baptized)?

From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled,
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with
Jesus. But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them,
there was nothing they could say.” - Acts 4:13-14. 

The Spirit of God doesn’t just use the most educated or the most talented, the Spirit of
God uses the faithful. May we pray and work for dependence on God. May we remind
ourselves today as a group that it is God who does the miracle. Let’s honestly seek Him
to do the same in our midst!
 
Open today’s group by asking the person that has agreed to share their story to share.
When you share your story, you can kind of talk about whatever you want, since it is your
story, but if you want some suggestions...

After they share, pray for them as a group. Ask who would be willing to share next week.
Then, reflect together as a group.
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



Review Acts 3-4.
 
What an incredible book so far, right? So many miraculous things have transpired. It is
just the beginning! It's easy to read these chapters and think, “I could never do that.” The
truth is that you’re right, because we can’t do miraculous things like this in our own
strength or power, only by the name of Jesus. It’s also astonishing to think that Jesus
himself said we would do even greater things than these because of Him (John 14:12).
What's interesting about these chapters is not just the miracles of healing, but the
incredible faith and boldness of Peter and John. Of course, Peter gives a Biblical burn
when everyone noticed that the man had been miraculously healed: “Why does this
surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made
this man walk?” (vs 12). Even when Peter and John are arrested and brought before the
Sanhedrin, even the religious leaders of the day could not deny what happened (vs 14).
When our confidence is not in our own power, but in the name of Jesus, God can do
impossible things through us. Peter and John had such faith and dependence on the Holy
Spirit, following God even when persecution came. Sometimes we want the miracle
without the threat of persecution. Sometimes we seek the gift and not the giver.
Sometimes we seek the miracle and not the healer. These stories challenge our faith and
inspire us to follow Jesus no matter the cost. May it be said of us what was said of Peter
and John: “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had
been with Jesus.” 

PRAY
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for the miracles He’s done in your life. Turn
your heart towards the One who loves you better than anyone else.
 
LISTEN. In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit to show what your confidence in miracles
is. Ask the Lord to show you how He has been working for your good and for the good of
others around you.
 
RECEIVE. 2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit,
“Lord, what do you long to do in and through me in YOUR power? I receive it…” 

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



 
 
 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had
been with Jesus. But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had
nothing to say in opposition. Acts 4:13
 
There is a belief among some people that pastors and church leaders are the ones who
are supposed to share the Word of God with others, not your regular, everyday
Christian. But in Acts 4 the Scripture distinctly points out that Peter and John were
ordinary, unschooled, common men, and they performed miracles in the name of Jesus!
Reflect on things that you once wanted to do, but didn’t because you felt you were
unqualified. Write them down here:

Sometimes we can be intimidated by our own weaknesses. Those weaknesses, or self
doubt, lack of degrees or lack of education sometimes cause us to disqualify ourselves.
Throughout the book of Acts, and the Bible, we learn that God calls the unqualified
because He qualifies the called. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 12:9, 

“But He said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.' Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.”

Consider what you listed above. Would you be willing to go after that dream again? Why
or why not? Write down some practical next steps to getting closer to that goal. 

FRIDAY
DO



WEEK
FIVE

"For if this plan or this work is of human
origin, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will
not be able to overthrow them. You may
even be found fighting against God.”

-Acts 5:38-39

Acts 5, 6, 7



CIRCLE  the places you see struggle, lies, or opposition happening.
UNDERLINE anything that is an apostle's action or reaction to the opposition.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among
the people. Opposition arose, however, from some members of the Freedmen’s
Synagogue, composed of both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and
Asia, and they began to argue with Stephen. But they were unable to stand up against his
wisdom and the Spirit by whom he was speaking.

Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We heard him speaking blasphemous
words against Moses and God.” They stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes; so
they came, seized him, and took him to the Sanhedrin. They also presented false
witnesses who said, “This man never stops speaking against this holy place and the law.
For we heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the
customs that Moses handed down to us.” And all who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked
intently at him and saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

ACTS 6:8-15 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK

God is impossibly loving. There is nothing in God that is abusive, neglectful, hateful, or wicked.
God is really good at restoring things. There is nothing so broken that God cannot redeem it.
God is always paying attention, and always moving. 
When we are the most broken, Jesus is as close as our own breath. Jesus wept over grief and
death. So it’s okay to grieve, because our Messiah did, too.
God has given us each other to help and comfort each other when we are persecuted.

Through Acts 4, the apostles and disciples have had a lot of wins. Signs and miracles are happening,
and lives are being transformed through the power of the Holy Spirit. Luke writes that there is true
communion and boldness among the believers, and that they are growing and flourishing. However, at
some point the honeymoon phase has to end. In chapter five, we start to see opposition against these
men and women of the early church. We see administrative issues arising and needing to be addressed.
We see leaders being spread thin, and having to navigate difficult situations.

Stephen, who we first meet in chapter six, was one of the leaders chosen to care for the growing
number of believers, namely the widows. His ministry was so powerful that he angered the Jewish
leaders, who were fearing that they would lose their influence. In Acts 6:12, Stephen is seized and taken
in front of the Sanhedrin. After addressing them, we see the first act of violence against Christ’s
Church.

Read Acts 7:51-60 and Acts 8:1-2.

How terrifying were those final moments for Stephen? To be drug through the crowd, for the dust to
choke him, for the first stone to be thrown, and then another? In those moments, Stephen did not face
his persecutors and cry out for vengeance or justice, but instead asked for peace and forgiveness. In
our own moments of persecution, it can be easy to call for the heads of the people who have wronged
us, but when we look to Jesus, and to these early followers, they faced persecution with grace and
forgiveness. And the Church still grew. 

Stephen was the first martyr, and his persecution did not end with the joyful exclamation point of a
miraculous rescue from disaster. An easy place for our minds to go is to ask, “Why? Why does God
allow suffering and persecution to happen?” Honestly, the “why” question will never really be
answered. There is no formula to suffering, there is no one answer that can make it all okay. But as
much as we hate being persecuted for our faith, as much as we hate suffering in general, we have to
remember, “I belong to God, and I don’t answer to anyone else" (Acts 5:29-32). 

When we are suffering and in pain, here is what we can hold onto: 

The church will keep being persecuted. Life will always be hard. Stephen knew that. We know that. But
what Stephen also knew was that God was there, even in the persecution, even in the hard times.
Persecution and suffering are hard to think about, and impossible to explain. But when we face
persecution, like Stephen, we can focus on the hope; Jesus is there with you, and His mercy has already
won.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
Looking back at a moment where you felt disappointed or threatened, what reasons
could you see for God allowing that event to happen, or working through the situation?

When we feel threatened, what are some reminders we can use to trigger a response of
grace and forgiveness towards the people or situations threatening us?

How can we draw out the goodness of God in dark and difficult situations? When we
struggle to find that goodness, what can we do to cope with the darkness around us?

How can we better support our brothers and sisters when they are being persecuted?



How would you describe yourself?
What's your family like?
What brings you joy?
What is your experience and relationship with God like (when did you first hear about
God, what has helped grow your faith if applicable, were you baptized)?

From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

“So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly,
and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.” - Acts 6:7 

In your group, think about the people in your life that God has brought alongside you
that God may want to use. The early disciples understood that they were to not just
share the good news of Jesus, not just live out that new way of living, but invite others to
do the same! Name people in your life, that you believe need to be used by God, that the
group can lift up in prayer together.

Start your group with an opening prayer, and after that, ask the person that has agreed
to share their story to share.
When you share your story, you can kind of talk about whatever you want, since it is your
story, but if you want some suggestions...

Once they have shared, ask who would be willing to share next week. After praying, it's
time to reflect together as a group.
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



Acts 5,6, and 7 describe some pretty crazy stuff happening. It shows that the good and
the bad can go hand in hand, as it often does in life. The more the religious and political
leaders tried to snuff out the Name of Jesus (the bad), the more and more the Gospel of
Jesus spread (the good). Undeniable signs and wonders are happening right in front of
the people and as a result the renown of Jesus is growing. 

Unfortunately, it made the religious leaders become more enraged, which kept a vicious
cycle of persecution. When they run into Stephen, the tension heating up hits its boiling
point. Stephen is full of the Spirit and has the audacity to stand in the face of the
Sanhedrin and call out their hypocrisy so that they would see Jesus Christ was the
Messiah. After he does this, they are so possessed with murderous rage that they begin
to throw stones at Stephen until he is dead. Still, the Scripture says, “Then he fell on his
knees and cried out, 'Lord, do not hold this sin against them.' When he had said this, he
fell asleep.”

While they were throwing their stones, they laid their clothes at the feet of a young man
named Saul, who would later become one of the greatest missionaries for the Gospel the
world has ever seen. I’ve often wondered, was the prayer of the martyred Stephen 
 answered through the Apostle Paul?

PRAY
WORSHIP. Spend some time worshipping God by starting with a lament (bringing your
suffering and worrying to God) and moving into praise (acknowledging God's goodness in
the middle of the badness).

LISTEN. In Romans 8:26, Paul (aka Saul, who held the cloaks at Stephen's stoning),
writes this: "And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know
what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that
cannot be expressed in words." It's okay to not always have words, because the Holy
Spirit knows your heart, and can fill in the gaps for you. Instead of trying to speak, spend
some time listening for the comfort that comes from God. As you pray, what is the
Father saying to you? 

RECEIVE. Pause and  receive the love of the Father. Cast all your anxieties on Him, for
He loves you (1 Peter 5:7).

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



Go to bit.ly/harboracts5 and read about Roy, Mee, and another teenager's
perspective on the persecuted church.
Spend some time today or over the weekend learning about an area of the world
where believers are being persecuted by going to opendoorsyouth.com/pray and
reading some of the urgent prayer requests and articles posted there.  
Make a commitment to pray for that group of believers and also pray for those that
are persecuting them.  
Talk about what you've learned and and process it with a trusted adult.

Stephen, a man full of the Holy Spirit, was selected as a leader in the early church. He
performed miracles and signs among the people and spoke strongly about Jesus.
Stephen was the first person to lose his life because of preaching and teaching the
message of Jesus. In Acts 6:10 the Scripture said, “None of them could stand against the
wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke.”

Stephen was stoned to death, and even in his last breath he embodied the character of
Christ. He asked for forgiveness for his persecutors just as Jesus had done on the cross.
In Acts 7:60,  it says: “He fell to his knees, shouting, 'Lord, don’t charge them with this
sin!' And with that, he died.”

Have you ever been persecuted or excluded because of your faith? What was that
experience like and how did you feel?

All over the world there are people who still worship in secret. There are believers who
have to hide the Word of God, and hide when they gather with other believers; if they are
caught, some meet the same fate as Stephen.  

As Sara wrote in the article linked above, we should pray for God to help shake us from
our apathy and to live in the power of Jesus when we face suffering and persecution.

FRIDAY
DO



WEEK
SIX

On that day a severe persecution broke out
against the church in Jerusalem, and all
except the apostles were scattered
throughout the land of Judea and Samaria.

-Acts 8:1

Acts 8



CIRCLE  the places you see the eunuch ask a question.
UNDERLINE where Philip gives an answer.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip: “Get up and go south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is the desert road.) So he got up and went. There was an Ethiopian
man, a eunuch and high official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of
her entire treasury. He had come to worship in Jerusalem and was sitting in his chariot on his
way home, reading the prophet Isaiah aloud.
The Spirit told Philip, “Go and join that chariot.”
When Philip ran up to it, he heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you
understand what you’re reading?” 
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone guides me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit
with him. 
Now the Scripture passage he was reading was this:
He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb is silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who will describe his generation?
For his life is taken from the earth.
The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet saying this about—himself or
someone else?” Philip proceeded to tell him the good news about Jesus, beginning with that
Scripture.
As they were traveling down the road, they came to some water. The eunuch said, “Look,
there’s water. What would keep me from being baptized?” So he ordered the chariot to stop,
and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch did not
see him any longer but went on his way rejoicing. Philip appeared in Azotus, and he was
traveling and preaching the gospel in all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

ACTS 8:26-40 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK
In Acts 8, we are drawn even deeper into the world of the early church, and get a closer
look at what the world was like where the Gospel was being preached. On the same day
that Stephen is martyred, widespread persecution against the Church is happening, and
the believers are scattered. However, we see that the resolve of the early Church is only
strengthened, and that the Gospel continues to spread.

One story shared is the story of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch, an official from a
distant kingdom who has significant power in his court.

Read Acts 8:26-39.

This interaction is a huge, life changing moment for the Ethiopian official. He heard and
read everything Philip laid out for him and was passionate about Jesus, and what Jesus
was doing in the Kingdom of God. This eunuch was a person of power and prestige in the
Queen’s court, but he became more excited about his new position in the Kingdom of
God. 

God’s Gospel was never meant to be held for just a sacred few; He meant for it to
spread to all people. Young and old, rich and poor, Jewish and non-Jewish, male,
female, slave, master…in a world full of divisions and classifications, God wanted to tear
those away to make one greater classification: Child of God. As the Gospel spread
outside of Jerusalem, God’s saving grace was able to bring more and more people, from
all situations and walks of life, into His family.

The Ethiopian eunuch’s passion and joy is a reminder that the Gospel is truly Good
News, and that we all play a part in making more people more like Jesus. We can bring
the Good News of Jesus to our neighborhoods, and help guide people as they figure out
what being a disciple really means.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
Would you say that you struggle more with being afraid to follow the Holy Spirit's
prompting, or not recognizing when it is prompting? What can we learn from Philip in this
story about following the Holy Spirit?

What are some of the boxes we try to put the Gospel into? How can we remove brands
from people and see the entire world as a mission field, and a place that God wants to
be known?

As we continue to challenge you to be a missionary in your neighborhood, who are the
people that God may be asking you to be a Philip to? Who can you help understand the
Gospel more? Or, maybe you need your own Philip; what can you do to find that spiritual
guide for yourself?



How would you describe yourself?
What's your family like?
What brings you joy?
What is your experience and relationship with God like (when did you first hear about
God, what has helped grow your faith if applicable, were you baptized)?

From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

God uses some of our worst experiences to bring people closer to Him. Think about the
times in your life where in the midst of chaos or pain you still saw God working and
moving. Praise God that He is found in the highs and the lows of our lives!

Take a second to reflect as a group on the stories shared so far. How have you observed
God using the hardships in people’s stories for His glory still? Ask the person that has
agreed to share their story to share.

When you share your story, you can kind of talk about whatever you want, since it is your
story, but if you want some suggestions...

Once they have shared, ask who would be willing to share next week. After praying, it's
time to reflect together as a group.
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,” he said, “unless someone
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Acts 8:30-39

The result of Philip’s listening to the Holy Spirit was getting to share the good news of
Jesus with this man who was so hungry to learn. We need to be willing to “sit” with our
neighbors around meals, classes, in coffee shops, at parties. Philip baptized him in the
name of Jesus. We are still baptizing people in the name of Jesus. As unbelievable as it
sounds, God wants to partner with us. It’s such an honor and adventure to be used by
God. I wonder the kind of people that would walk into our lives as the Spirit leads us? 

PRAY
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for all that He’s done to bring you into this
moment in your life and the people He's placed around you. Be specific and genuine. 

LISTEN. As you pray, what is the Father saying to you? Are there people coming to mind
for you to be a "Phillip" to as you listen? 

RECEIVE. Pray these scriptures and receive them over you, your family and your
neighbors. 

1 John 4:19, “We love because he first loved us.”

Ephesians 1:11-14, “In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to
the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, in
order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His
glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the
gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption
of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of His glory.”

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



The story of Philip and the Eunuch is incredible. Philip listened to the Spirit of God and
was led to the Ethiopian Eunuch who was reading from the prophet Isaiah. The Eunuch
was reading about Jesus, but didn’t understand what he was reading.

Philip starts with Scripture and tells the Eunuch the Good News about Jesus. The Eunuch
is baptized and Philip is carried away by the Spirit. In verse 39 it says that the Eunuch
never saw Philip again, but just went on his way rejoicing.  

Think of someone who spent time with you teaching you about God’s Word. What did
you value about this person? What was one of the biggest things you learned?

God places incredible people in our lives that share Godly wisdom, advice and guidance.
These mentors can help us grow in our spiritual lives, and in our relationship with God
and others. Think of some people who have invested in your own faith journey. Write
their name(s) down here:

The Ethiopian never got a chance to speak with Phillip again, but hopefully you are still
able to reach out to whoever's names you wrote above. This weekend, take some time to
write them a note or send them a message letting them know what their investment in
you meant to you, and how you have been blessed by them!

If you are someone still looking for that spiritual mentor, take a moment to think of some
trusted adults that you think you would like to be your mentor. Write down their names
here:

Consider sending them a note or message explaining that you've been thinking about
growing in your faith, and asking them if they'd be willing to mentor you!

FRIDAY
DO



WEEK
SEVEN

Now Saul was still breathing threats and
murder against the disciples of the Lord. 

-Acts 9:1

Acts 9



CIRCLE  each time you see Saul doing or saying something because God is making it
happen.
UNDERLINE each time you see Saul doing or saying something because Saul is choosing
to make it happen.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

Now Saul was still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord. He went
to the high priest and requested letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that
if he found any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring them as
prisoners to Jerusalem. As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven
suddenly flashed around him. Falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting me?”
“Who are you, Lord?” Saul said.
“I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting,” he replied. “But get up and go into the city,
and you will be told what you must do.”
The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the sound but seeing no
one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing.
So they took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. He was unable to see for three
days and did not eat or drink.
There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.”
“Here I am, Lord,” he replied.
“Get up and go to the street called Straight,” the Lord said to him, “to the house of Judas,
and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying there. In a vision he has
seen a man named Ananias coming in and placing his hands on him so that he may regain
his sight.”
“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard from many people about this man, how much
harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. And he has authority here from the chief
priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

ACTS 9:1-19 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for this man is my chosen instrument to take my name to
Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”
Ananias went and entered the house. He placed his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that
you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up
and was baptized. And after taking some food, he regained his strength.

ACTS 9:1-19 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ

CIRCLE  each time you see Saul doing or saying something because God is making it
happen.
UNDERLINE each time you see Saul doing or saying something because Saul is choosing
to make it happen.



TUESDAY
THINK

All disciples of Christ have a moment where they have a new experience with Jesus and
must decide if they will truly let Jesus be Lord of their life and follow him. Some of us
have stories that were a little more dramatic than others...and Saul’s conversion on the
road to Damascus is definitely one of the more dramatic stories.

Read Acts 9:1-9.

It is interesting how three days seems to be a pattern for life transformation. Just like
Jesus took three days in the tomb, Saul took three days in his spiritual cocoon. In that
time, his soul was going through an intense transformation. In those three days, his
suffering had to happen so he could know what the rest of his life was going to be.

Read Acts 9:10-20.

We all have that moment where we meet Jesus and must choose if we accept the grace
that Jesus gives. For Saul, he had much to be forgiven for, and when his suffering ended,
he was ready to receive that grace, and answered it in a way where we see his passion for
working against the Church becoming a passion for seeing the Church grow.
Immediately, Saul repented and worked towards the end of making more people more
like Jesus.

Saul’s story continues the theme of the first part of Acts that God’s word has no limits to
who it is for, and that its transforming power can change even the hardest and most cruel
heart. Jesus chose Saul to be the person that would take the Gospel to the ends of the
earth; if Saul of Tarsus could receive and be transformed by the love of Christ, anybody
could!



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
In the last couple chapters of Acts, we see a few different conversions: Simon the
sorcerer (Acts 8:9-25), the Ethiopian official (Acts 8:26-30), and Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:1-
20). Each of these men needed the same Gospel, but each received it very differently.
What do these conversions teach us about ourselves? What do these conversions teach
us about being witnesses to those around us? What do these conversions teach us about
God?

If applicable, think of your own moment that you met Jesus. What did you need from the
Gospel in that moment? How did Jesus tend to your needs personally? If you haven't
had that moment, do you have a friend that you could ask about his or her own
experience to compare with the stories we've been reading recently?

If we know Jesus is faithful and personal, how can that help us find healing and grace for
ourselves and for the people around us? How do you see Jesus continuing to care about
you and take care of your needs after your first experience with Him?



How would you describe yourself?
What's your family like?
What brings you joy?
What is your experience and relationship with God like (when did you first hear about
God, what has helped grow your faith if applicable, were you baptized)?

From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

But Saul grew stronger and kept confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus by
proving that Jesus is the Messiah. - Acts 9:22

There is no one God can’t use! We heard/read this past week about Saul’s road to
Damascus moment. Has there been a time where you experienced God dramatically
shifting something in your life? Feel free to share that with the group in your time
together!

Open today’s group by asking the person that has agreed to share their story to share.
When you share your story, you can kind of talk about whatever you want, since it is your
story, but if you want some suggestions...

After they share, pray as a group. Ask who would be willing to share next week. Then,
reflect together as a group.
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



Review Acts 9.
It's hard to really describe how important the conversion of Saul was for the
spread of the Gospel. You may have heard of the apostle Paul...one of the many
beautiful things about Jesus is that he chose to use Saul before he became Paul.
Jesus chose a man who hated Him and was actively murdering Jesus’ followers.
We can't always understand the way that God loves us so deeply and how He
makes plans that seem crazy, but always seem to work out...not just in Paul’s life,
but in our own. We all have a “Damascus Road.” We all have a calling over our
lives. And, while our calling will not be like Saul/Paul's, it is perfect for us, in God's
perfect way.

PRAY
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for all that He’s done to bring you into this
moment in your life. Be specific and genuine. 

LISTEN. As you pray, what is the Father saying to you? What is something new you’ve
never seen before in this story?

RECEIVE. One of the hardest things we do as faith- and Spirit-filled believers is to
accept the undeserved favor and love of God. As much as you are able, pray and receive
this Scripture as a promise over your life. 

Romans 5:8, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died
for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good
person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



This week, try doing something new. Find a new way to serve and experience God.
Maybe you’ve never been to a food pantry, or served at church on a Sunday
morning, or given an offering.  
Commit to serving and trying something new, and take a few minutes to reflect on
the experience and journal about it here:

At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.  All those
who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in
Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as
prisoners to the chief priests?”  Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the
Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. Acts 9:20
 
Chapter 9 of Acts opens up with the conversion of Saul. At this point in Saul’s life, he was
sure that the disciples and Jesus were on the wrong side. Saul was sure that what they
were doing was going against God.  But then, Jesus shows up on the road to Damascus
and Saul’s eyes are opened to the truth about Jesus.  

Reflect on times in your life when you thought things were going one way, but God
showed you another way. What were those experiences like? How did you know it was
God showing you another way?

One of the beautiful things about our spiritual lives is that there are always new things to
learn, old things to re-learn, and miraculous ways that God shows up in our lives. It is the
process of growing and learning throughout our lives and becoming more and more like
Jesus.

FRIDAY
DO



WEEK
EIGHT

Again, a second time, the voice said to him,
“What God has made clean, do not call
impure.” 

-Acts 10:15

Acts 10



CIRCLE  the places you see the separation between the Jews and Gentiles being
challenged.
UNDERLINE what you think Peter's main points are in his sermon.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

Peter began to speak: “Now I truly understand that God doesn’t show favoritism, but in
every nation the person who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him. He
sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming the good news of peace through Jesus
Christ—He is Lord of all. You know the events that took place throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John preached: how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and
healing all who were under the tyranny of the devil, because God was with Him. We
ourselves are witnesses of everything He did in both the Judean country and in
Jerusalem, and yet they killed Him by hanging Him on a tree. God raised up this man on
the third day and caused Him to be seen, not by all the people, but by us whom God
appointed as witnesses, who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one appointed by God
to be the judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about Him that through
His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came down on all those who
heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were amazed
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they
heard them speaking in tongues and declaring the greatness of God. Then Peter
responded, “Can anyone withhold water and prevent these people from being baptized,
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” He commanded them to be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay for a few days.

ACTS 10:34-48 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK
When Acts 10 opens up, we are introduced to a man named Cornelius. On paper, he is 
 everything a Jewish person would have hated: rich, Roman, and powerful. However, we
quickly learn that Cornelius is not what you’d expect. He is a man who honors God. In a
vision, God tells Cornelius to look for Peter, and so Cornelius does just that.

Read Acts 10:9-17.

As Peter awakens from his dream and is called to Cornelius’ home, connections are
starting to be made. The fact that Peter, a Jewish man, entered the home of a non-
Jewish person was unheard of at the time. In fact, Peter was now ritually impure.
However, what we know now, and what Peter was learning in the moment, is that these
impure Romans could actually be a part of the family of God. 

Read Acts 10:34-45.

Peter was not so tied to his habits of religion that he couldn’t see that God was doing a
new thing, and making a new way. Do you ever find yourself being amazed at what God
is doing? Maybe you find yourself more like Peter…somewhat confused and not totally
sure what is happening, but happy to be along for the ride. We don’t always understand
why God works and moves in the ways that He does. Respectfully, I would prefer that
God be much smarter than me and to do things that are above my head, because if I've
got Him figured out, that's not a very powerful or smart God. 

We just need to humbly be ready to make room for a new thing that God wants to do,
and stay in step with Spirit so we know when it’s time to go, when it’s time to change, and
when it’s time to walk into the Roman centurion's house and declare, “the Holy Spirit is
with the Gentiles, too!” God continues to show us that His love is for all. When we are
called to love God and love our neighbor, He really means every neighbor.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
What are some of our comfort zones that God may be challenging us to break out of?
What new habit or way of living would God be calling you to? 

Are there some connections you need to make where God may be trying to get your
attention about going in a new way? Think back to  some recent themes, ideas, or
teachings that seem to be coming up in your life. Could God be trying to show you a new
way of living or thinking, like He did with Peter?

When we find ourselves confused or unsure of what God is trying to push us towards,
how can we still make room for the new things God is trying to teach us? What does that
mean? What could it look like?

How can we help others experience their own growth in Jesus, even as we are
experiencing our own? Are we still supposed to look out for our neighbor when we’re in
the middle of growing ourselves? What would it look like to balance both?



How would you describe yourself?
What's your family like?
What brings you joy?
What is your experience and relationship with God like (when did you first hear about
God, what has helped grow your faith if applicable, were you baptized)?

From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show
favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears Him and does what is right.
You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all." - Acts 10:34-36

God is the God of all! He calls us all to come to know and experience him. He is Father
of every nation. Take time as a group to reflect and worship together on the truth that He
chose us and invites us into His family. Pray together for the people in our lives that we
have lifted up together in the past, or even other people God has brought to mind. 

Start your group with an opening prayer, and after that, ask the person that has agreed
to share their story to share.
When you share your story, you can kind of talk about whatever you want, since it is your
story, but if you want some suggestions...

Once they have shared, ask who would be willing to share next week. After praying, it's
time to reflect together as a group.
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



From the story this week, it is important to understand that Peter and his people, the
Jews, were forbidden to do certain things or interact with non-Jewish people because it
would make them spiritually unclean. That's why Peter's dream from Acts 10 is so crazy.
God is rewriting Peter's understanding of the world around him.

[Peter] said to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate
with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or
unclean” (Acts 10:28). 

“Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show
favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears Him and does what is right.
You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.” 

For us living in 21st century America, we would be considered "impure", to the 1st
century Jews. Thankfully, no matter how impure or unworthy a person may seem, God
doesn't care. He has made a space at his family dinner table for everyone who believes
in Him, and who honors His commands to love God, and love your neighbor.

PRAY
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for adopting you into His family. Let praise
overflow from your heart. Be specific and genuine.

LISTEN. Sometimes we are afraid to get quiet enough in God’s presence for many
reasons. I think one of the main reasons is because He exposes our deepest thoughts and
feelings. The difference between a closed heart and an open heart is that one stays
broken because we don’t allow God to heal it. An open heart welcomes new friendships
and trust, and a place with the family of God. 

RECEIVE. In your own way, pray whatever is on your heart. Don’t be afraid to open up.
Jesus has made you pure and wants you to be fully restored and made new. “If anyone is
in Christ, he/she is a new creation. The old has gone and the new has come.” -2
Corinthians 5:17

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the
message.  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles.  For they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising God.

Then Peter said, “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water.
They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  So he ordered that they be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 
-Acts 10:44-48

When Peter and the other believers witness the faith of Cornelius and his household, and
the Holy Spirit being poured out on them, they realize that the game has changed. Acts
10 teaches us that the Gospel is truly for everyone. There is a space for everyone at
God's table. Salvation is a gift from God, for everyone chooses to unwrap that gift.  

Write down the name of a person in your life that does not have a relationship with
Jesus.

Commit to praying for this person three times this week. Write out a  prayer here to help
guide your thoughts.

Journal any thoughts that come to mind while you are praying for this person. Think of
some next steps you can take to share your faith with him or her in a new and different
way.

FRIDAY
DO



WEEK
NINE

When he arrived and saw the grace of God,
he was glad and encouraged all of them to
remain true to the Lord with devoted
hearts.

-Acts 11:23

Acts 11



CIRCLE  the places listed that the Church is reaching.
UNDERLINE the places you see God working through somebody in a new place.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

Now those who had been scattered as a result of the persecution that started because of
Stephen made their way as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to no
one except Jews. But there were some of them, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to
Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, proclaiming the good news about the Lord
Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. 
 News about them reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to travel as
far as Antioch. When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged all of
them to remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts, for he was a good man, full of the Holy
Spirit and of faith. And large numbers of people were added to the Lord.
Then he went to Tarsus to search for Saul,  and when he found him he brought him to
Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught large numbers. The disciples
were first called Christians at Antioch.

ACTS 11:19-26 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK
Read Acts 11:15-26.

When Peter returns to Jerusalem after his encounter with Cornelius, the Jewish leaders
don't think that the Holy Spirit could really be moving among the Gentiles. But after
Peter wraps up his story of what happened while he was in Caesarea, even those who
were not fully on board realize that God was at work, even among the Gentiles. This was
the “aha!” moment for many of these leaders, that this Jesus movement was bigger than
maybe they had first realized.

As this is happening in Jerusalem, news starts coming back from other regions. The
Church is spreading. We learn that a diverse group in Antioch, a city in the north, is
exploding with new believers. This church in Antioch is the first international Jesus
community. It is where the Jesus followers were first called “Christians,” or the Christ
ones. Now, Christ’s Church was not just a small group of Messianic Jews in Jerusalem,
but a multi-ethnic movement that was spreading throughout the world.

We’ve seen not only in Acts 11, but throughout this study, that the Spirit cannot be
tamed or put into the boxes that the apostles used to try and make sense of what was
happening. They were just working with the only framework they had, but when God
moves, He has a way of gently (or not so gently) showing us new ways to define what
Church or discipleship should be. 

It's important to remember that the Church is on the move; it’s growing, and what we
knew in the past may no longer be what’s happening now. God may be doing a new thing
in "the Gentiles," and it’s a beautiful movement of the Spirit to see, even if it’s outside of
what we already know. That is the power of the Holy Spirit; this breath of God has the
ability to move into spaces that we never even considered before.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
With such a diverse church emerging in Acts 11, maybe we can finally feel comfortable
seeing that there isn’t a specific look, education level, or background needed to be a
disciple. What do you think is the main qualification for being a disciple? What keeps
someone from seeing themselves as a true disciple?

How could you prepare for when the Spirit moves into a neighborhood, like Antioch, that
you maybe weren’t thinking of? 

What are the things that scare people about true diversity? Not just ethnic diversity, like
in Antioch, but diversity in thoughts, experiences, and cultures? What is a Spirit-filled
way to work through those dfferences to have true communion and discipleship amongst
believers of different backgrounds?



From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

By this time, most of your group has probably shared their story (if not, you may need to
have a plan so everyone can share before we're done in 2 weeks). Take a second to
reflect as a group on the stories shared so far. Take some time to pray for each other
and catch up on each other's weeks!
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



When they heard this they became silent. And they glorified God, saying, “So then, God
has given repentance resulting in life even to the Gentiles.” Acts  11:18

“You did what, Peter?!” is a loose paraphrase of the beginning of Acts 11. Peter clearly
went outside the box of what was expected. Have you ever had a realization about Jesus,
or learned something in the scriptures that changed your life so much that you told your
closest friends or family and they criticized you? That's okay...you're not alone! Let God
fight for you. The Holy Spirit moved in power and Peter just needed to give his
testimony. No one can challenge your personal testimony. Your testimony is powerful
and anointed!

PRAY
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for your testimony. Be specific and as real as
you can. 

LISTEN. What thoughts are coming up for you? What is the Spirit whispering to you? 

RECEIVE. Try reading Psalm 139 as a prayer.

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



As the early church begins to grow and spread to the Gentiles, the believers are given the
name Christians. The early Christians took this new name as a title of honor. Christians
originates from the Greek word, Christos, meaning follower of Christ.

What does it mean to you to be a Christian? How does that look in your everyday life?

How is your Christian faith part of your identity?  

1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His wonderful light.”

1 John 3:1, “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are!”

The world puts a lot of labels on people, and we don’t always fit into the box that society
places us in.  

Who are you? Write down your own personal statement of identity. Affirmations that you
know to be true about yourself. Include what God’s Word says about you. Ask five of
your closest family and friends what they see in you and include their comments.

This week, read the written affirmations about yourself every day. Be reminded that you
are valued, loved and chosen by God, and created with a Kingdom purpose to share His
glory! 

FRIDAY
DO



WEEK
TEN

Then, when he saw what happened, the
proconsul believed, because he was
astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

-Acts 13:12

Acts 12, 13, 14



CIRCLE  every time you see an obstacle to the spread of the gospel.
UNDERLINE each time an obstacle to sharing/spreading the gospel is removed.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

The following Sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the word of the Lord. But
when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict
what Paul was saying, insulting him.
Paul and Barnabas boldly replied, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to
you first. Since you reject it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we are turning
to the Gentiles. For this is what the Lord has commanded us:
I have made you
a light for the Gentiles
to bring salvation
to the ends of the earth.”
When the Gentiles heard this, they rejoiced and honored the word of the Lord, and all
who had been appointed to eternal life believed. The word of the Lord spread through the
whole region. But the Jews incited the prominent God-fearing women and the leading
men of the city. They stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas and expelled them
from their district. But Paul and Barnabas shook the dust off their feet against them and
went to Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

ACTS 13:44-52 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK
You'll see a pattern in the chapters of Acts covered this week; the Church is growing and
spreading, and the enemy is doing what it can to stop that spread. When you think of
some of the opposition seen, like the death of James, the arrest of Peter, the meeting
with Elymas the sorcerer, the hostility by Jewish leaders against the Christians, the
persecution in Iconium, the idol worship of the Lystrans…it’s a lot of trouble in just a few
chapters. However, despite that opposition, the Spirit still moves, and the Church still
grows.

Read Acts 13:48-52.

This passage is a small snapshot of the issues seen in this section of Acts. God moves,
persecution arises, the disciples respond, and God continues to move. It is in the
disciples' response that we will focus today. In life, we will often see the good and the
bad happening at the same time. For Paul and Barnabus, they are seeing the growth and
the spreading of the Gospel at the same time that persecution is arising. Rather than
fixating on the persecution, they simply…walked away. And the Spirit of God continued
to move.

For us, it can be so easy sometimes to lose sight of the Big Picture things happening
within our lives, or with God’s Kingdom. We can be so worn down from our suffering, so
defeated by the losses we face, that we can focus too much on the bad and forget to
look for the good that is there, too. Whether you are a glass-half-full or a glass-half-
empty person, when we’re in the midst of the bad, we can struggle to do what Paul and
Barnabus did: shake the dust off our shoes and move on. 

That is a very simplistic way to look at our own responses to hard things, but it is at least
a starting point of how we problem solve when the enemy is trying to bring us down. Are
we able to let the Spirit free us from worry or anxiety? Do we know when to walk away
and let things alone? Do we know when to stay and keep working for the good? These
are all good questions worth asking for yourself as you build your own discipleship
practices.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
When you face a problem in your spiritual life, how would you rate yourself at solving it?
What are the triggers that may keep you from being able to move past a problem?

How can we tell when we are supposed to move on from a hard thing, or when we are
supposed to stay and work through it? How does the Holy Spirit help us know the
difference? Do you have an example from your past of how that worked, and how can
you take what you learned and use it the next time you're struggling?

When we’re facing opposition or persecution, how can we balance acknowledging the
bad while also celebrating the good that is happening? How do you notice and lift up the
beautiful things you see in your life? How can you draw out the beauty and celebrate it
well, even in the midst of hard things?



From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?

Acts 12-14 shares the story of the continued spread of the Gospel of Jesus. Reflect back
to how you first heard the good news of the Gospel. Who shared it? Where was it? How
did it change you? Use these reflections as inspiration for your own personal discipleship
making. There are people in your life that may say you were the person that introduced
them to the good news of Jesus.

If anyone still needs to share their story, have them share to open up your group time.
After they share, pray for them as a group. Once they share, ask who would be willing to
share next week. Then, reflect together as a group.
 
Based on this week’s reading, lesson and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



Read Acts 12:6-11.

Our response as members of God’s family is to pray for one another earnestly.
When one family member is suffering, we pray on his or her behalf. Since we’re
now on the subject of angels in chapter 12, we learn in the book of Hebrews: “Are
not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?”
(Hebrews 1:14). Your heartfelt prayers to the Lord can move His heart. Your
prayers actually do activate movement in ways we can’t fully understand or
control. “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for all people — for kings and all those in authority, that we
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (Timothy 2:1-2) 

PRAY
WORSHIP. Try this prayer from Scripture in your time of prayer: “I urge, then, first of all,
that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people — for kings
and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness.” (Timothy 2:1-2)

LISTEN. Are there any people that the Spirit is putting on your heart right now? In
your own way, lift up those on your heart to the Father. 

RECEIVE. What do you need right now? Do you need joy? Do you need provision?
Whatever it is, the Lord wants to give it freely to you. “Until now you have not
asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be
complete.” (John 16:24)

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



Make a list of the things in your life where you really need God’s help. What areas of
your life are you not able to handle alone? Are you willing to give these areas to God?
Make a list of the things in your life that you can do for yourself. Have you always
been able to do these things or did you learn over time? Are there things in your life
that you are putting off doing because they will require more from you?

Review Acts 12:6-11.
 
There is a lot happening in these 5 verses. James, the brother of John, has been killed,
and Peter is thrown in prison. In verses 6-11 we see how God helps Peter where he can’t
help himself. God rescues Peter with the help of an angel. The angel wakes Peter up, and
takes the chains off his wrists. The angel shows Peter the way out of the prison and
opens the iron gate. Once Peter is safe, the angel leaves.

Notice though, that there are some things that God doesn’t do for Peter. The angel tells
Peter to put on his clothes and sandals. He tells Peter to wrap his cloak around him and
follow him. God doesn’t help Peter with everything because there are some things that
Peter can do himself. Isn’t the Christian walk just like that? There are some things in our
lives that we have to surrender to God and allow Him to help us, and other things that we
need to do for ourselves.

Compare these two lists. Pray over these things. How can you and God work together to
pursue these things?

Use God’s guidance and pick something from your To Do list that you will pursue next,
and remember Colossians 3:23-24: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

FRIDAY
DO

GOD'S LIST: MY LIST:



WEEK
ELEVEN

"Therefore, in my judgment, we should not
cause difficulties for those among the
Gentiles who turn to God..." 

-Acts 15:19

Acts 15



CIRCLE  each time you see any words that suggest a conflict is taking place, like
“dispute,” “complaint,” “disagreement,” “stood up,” etc.
UNDERLINE what the disciples decide.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

Some men came down from Judea and began to teach the brothers, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom prescribed by Moses, you cannot be saved.” After
Paul and Barnabas had engaged them in serious argument and debate, Paul and Barnabas
and some others were appointed to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem about
this issue. When they had been sent on their way by the church, they passed through both
Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and they
brought great joy to all the brothers and sisters.

When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church, the apostles, and
the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some of the believers
who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary to
circumcise them and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”

The apostles and the elders gathered to consider this matter. After there had been much
debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you are aware that in the early days
God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the gospel
message and believe. And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them by giving them
the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us. He made no distinction between us and them,
cleansing their hearts by faith. Now then, why are you testing God by putting a yoke on
the disciples’ necks that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On the
contrary, we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus in the same
way they are.”

ACTS 15:2-21 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



CIRCLE  each time you see any words that suggest a conflict is taking place, like
“dispute,” “complaint,” “disagreement,” “stood up”, etc.
UNDERLINE what the disciples decide.

As you read this passage, mark it up to help you understand it better.

The whole assembly became silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul describe all the
signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they stopped
speaking, James responded, “Brothers, listen to me. Simeon has reported how God first
intervened to take from the Gentiles a people for His name. And the words of the
prophets agree with this, as it is written:
    After these things I will return
    and rebuild David’s fallen tent.
    I will rebuild its ruins
    and set it up again,
    so that the rest of humanity
    may seek the Lord—
    even all the Gentiles
    who are called by my name—
    declares the Lord
   who makes these things known from long ago.
Therefore, in my judgment, we should not cause difficulties for those among the Gentiles
who turn to God, but instead we should write to them to abstain from things polluted by
idols, from sexual immorality, from eating anything that has been strangled, and from
blood. For since ancient times, Moses has had those who proclaim Him in every city, and
every Sabbath day He is read aloud in the synagogues.”

ACTS 10:34-48 (CSB)

MONDAY
READ



TUESDAY
THINK
Read Acts 15:6-21.

“What must we do to be saved?”

What an important question, that is very simple and difficult to answer! In Acts 15, we
see the debate arise over what are the actual essentials to following Jesus.

Peter lays it out, declaring this: “He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing
their hearts by faith. Now then, why are you testing God by putting a yoke on the
disciples’ necks that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?”

The thing is, we really can’t do anything to be saved. And that is what this Jerusalem
Letter is trying to address. The laws and Jewish customs were not what saved the early
Christians, it was the love of Christ and the acceptance of His Lordship. Following Jesus
was not meant to be burdensome to us, or erase the incredible diversity of the Kingdom.
Following Jesus is actually meant to free us. So to be clear for the first Christians, James
puts it simply, “we should not cause difficulties for those among the Gentiles who turn to
God.”

Even today, we should know to make the important things the important things, and to
celebrate the diversity of all the rest. As we live empowered and move among the
modern day "Gentiles," we have to remember that becoming a Christian isn’t a one time
prayer that fills us with knowledge and our hearts with constant joy. We are not instantly
like Jesus; it's an ongoing process of becoming more like Jesus. It’s in that “becoming”
that true community and discipleship happen as we find freedom from the laws that bind
us by stepping into the love of Christ.

It’s worth knowing that, as disciples who make disciples, it is not about what we do, but
who we are. God has made a space for everybody at His table, so let’s not make it more
difficult for the Gentiles turning to God…or make it more difficult on ourselves. The thing
we must always do is love. The thing we must always be is love. Love God, and love our
neighbor as we go out to make more people more like Jesus.



TUESDAY
THINK AND REFLECT
As a check to yourself, have you picked up something that has made being a Christ
follower more difficult than God intended it to be? Are there flaws in your personal
discipleship that you need to address and get rid of?

Do you still have any questions about seeing yourself as a disciple? As a disciple maker?
What are your unique gifts and passions that you bring to the diverse table God has set
for His people?

One question you can ask yourself as you move about your neighborhood is, “What does
love look like here?” The answer can change based on circumstances, the people
involved, the environment you’re in…but it’s important to love them where they are, and
not where you think they should be. To practice, think of one problem that you know a
person you love is facing. Now answer the question, “What does love look like here?”



From this week’s lesson/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was
exciting/hopeful?
From this week’s lesson/reading, are there any things you are confused by or have
questions about?
What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week?
What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence?
Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you?
How will you keep growing closer with God after this study is over?

You did it! You made it to the end of this Bible study together. Just remember, the hope
is that you feel that you have just begun. Maybe this group has been your first experience
with what a holy community can really look like. Maybe this group challenged you to
think or try new things. Or maybe not...and that's okay, too! 

Moving forward, we challenge you to take the things you've learned from Acts and use it
to keep finding holy community, and to keep finding the move of God in the world
around you!
 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved.” - Acts 2:42-47

Don’t forget the invitation to be closer with God doesn't go away once this is over!
Based on this week’s reading, lesson and activities, honestly discuss the following
questions with your group.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

WEDNESDAY
MEET



WEDNESDAY
NOTES



After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some
time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the
message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that He accepted
them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as He did to us. He did not discriminate
between us and them, for He purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to
test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors
have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we
are saved, just as they are.” (Acts 15:7-11)

This study ends with the doors being blown open for the Gospel; the Holy Spirit was
moving, and the Jews and the Gentiles were joining together to worship God because of
the amazing things that were happening. While this isn't the end of Acts, it is the end of
the section we'll cover in this study. In conclusion, what are some of the biggest
takeaways from the past 11 weeks? Take some time to process those things. Write them
down. 

PRAY
WORSHIP. Spend some time thanking God for what He’s done in your life. For
example: “Thank you Jesus for the story of the early Church. It is because of your
Spirit moving through them and carrying the gospel all the way through generations
and continents to find us here today. We worship you Jesus! What an honor it is to
serve you! We glorify your Name!”

LISTEN. Ask the Lord what your role could be in this life-changing Gospel of Jesus.
Ask him what you need to fulfill the calling in your life. That’s a HUGE question,
but it’s a question worth thinking about! And all of us are asking it. We don’t need
to do it alone. 

RECEIVE. If we are to be sent out into our schools, families, neighborhoods, then
we need God’s power. We depend on Him every step of the way. Spend some time
asking God for the Holy Spirit to show you strategies, vision, people, places, etc.

THURSDAY
PRAY



THURSDAY
PRAYER JOURNAL



“After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that
some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips
the message of the gospel and believe.  God, who knows the heart, showed that He
accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as He did to us.  He did not
discriminate between us and them, for He purified their hearts by faith.  Now then, why
do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our
ancestors have been able to bear?  No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord
Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” -Acts 15:7-11

As we close out the series and end in Acts 15, Paul, Barnabas and other disciples meet
for the Jerusalem Council. There is another debate over whether or not Gentiles could
be saved. Peter is strong and confident in his comments to the council. The words in
verse 11 almost mirror what Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8, “For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—”

Scripture clearly says that we are saved by grace through faith. There is nothing that we
can do, no work, that can save us. So does it really matter what we do ? Yes, of course it
does! Throughout Scripture the Bible shows us that we were created in Jesus for good
works (Eph 2:10), to do everything with love (1 Cor 16:14), to shine your light before
others so they may see your good works (Matt 5:16). We are saved by grace through
faith, but James, the half brother of Jesus tells us that faith without works is dead.

James 2:14-17, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,”
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

FRIDAY
DO



FRIDAY
DO AND REFLECT
Take a moment to evaluate your spiritual life again. Look back at the pie chart you
created in our first few weeks of devotionals. Reflect on what your spiritual life looks like
now.

Are you spending more time being with God or doing things for God? Both matter, but it’s
important that we know the difference. If you are at a place where you need to spend
more time being with God, take something you are currently doing and commit to NOT
doing it. Maybe you stop for a short time or a season, but maybe you realize you can stop
doing that thing all together.

If your next step is to do something for God…….pick something to do! There are so many
places we can serve with our gifts and talents, our time, and our experience. Talk to
Pastor Alex or one of your coaches, get involved with our missions partners, or do
something outside the Church that excites you! Pray and decide what your next step of
action will be, then write it down below!



WANT TO WORSHIP
ALONG WITH ACTS?

Follow The Harbor's Spotify page! We have an
Acts specific playlist, along with our other
worship and hang time playlists for you to

subscribe to!






