


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devotions created by Bayside Church Staff, Pastor Terry Rolen, Pastor 

Randall Spence, Pastor Bob Burns, Pastor Mickey Taylor, Jeannie Zier, 

Jason Todd, Roxanne Freed and Stefanie Armstrong 

 

“Daring Faith” by Rick Warren used as a reference material. 



How to use this devotion booklet: 

 

Greater 2020 is a spiritual journey and its success will equip us to 

see even more people become more like Jesus.  This journey    

affords each of us the unique opportunity to be part of something 

bigger than ourselves and to make a lasting legacy for the      

Kingdom of God.  We want everyone to be involved in seeing the 

Greater 2020 miracle become a reality. 

 

One of the ways we can join together spiritually over the next   

several weeks is to dive in to daily devotionals together.  Each of 

our staff have prepared five devotionals, all separated into         

different topics.  These devotionals are designed to be completed 

Monday thru Friday.   

 

Every Monday, a video of a staff member discussing the first     

devotional of that week will be available for your viewing. The   

video will be posted on our website as well as social media.  We 

would love for you to follow along with us as we jump in to these 

topics of GREATER faith. 

 

Grab your pen and lets go! 

 

 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY ONE 

LET GOD EMPOWER YOUR PURPOSE 

- Pastor Randall Spence 

 

“I have learned the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with 
plenty or little. For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” 

Philippians 4:12-13 (NLT) 

 

There are a lot of self-help books written that taut positive thinking as a mechanism to get whatever 
we want. However, the reality is that it takes more than positive thinking to live a life of faith. Notice 
that the Apostle Paul does not say we can always alter our circumstances through positive thinking, 
but that we can learn the secret of living and prospering in whatever circumstances that life brings 
our way. It’s not our thinking that does that, but the presence of a force living within us that comes 

from outside us. It is Christ living in us. 
 

A man came to Jesus and asked him to heal his son. He said, “If you can do anything, take pity on 
us and help us.” Jesus responded, “If you can? Everything is possible for him who believes.” The 

sick boy’s father responded, “I do believe; help me to overcome my unbelief.” (Mark 9:22-24, NIV). 

 

I love that prayer because it is so honest. It is my prayer as well and perhaps yours. The reality is 
that most of us are engaged in this internal civil war between belief and doubt. We want to believe, 
we want to trust God, but we struggle with our humanity of always wanting to take things into our 
own hands. We take things to God in prayer and lay them at His feet only to pick them back up to 
carry once again on our own shoulders. 

 

Notice that Jesus did not chastise the man for his honest statement about wanting to believe but 
struggling with the same. “Everything is possible for him who believes,” says Jesus to the boy’s    
father and to us. That is why Paul could proclaim with authority, “I can do everything through Christ, 
who gives me strength.” 

 

Faith means that we drive a stake in the ground and proclaim that God can do what we ask of Him if 
we ask in the spirit of His will. And not only can God do what we ask of Him, but with His help, we 
can do all that He asks of us. 

 

How are you living your life? Are you trying to live it by your own power? With your own resources? 
To do so is to live as what I would call “a practical atheist” who professes a belief in God, but who 
lives as though God does not exist. 
 

The truth is we can read all the self-books in the bookstore and still get nowhere.  The reality is that 
we need the supernatural help of God to live a life of faith. The safest and best decision that any of 
us can ever make is to surrender our life to Jesus. Like exercise will do for a muscle, our faith will 
grow stronger as we learn the truth that we can indeed “do everything through Christ,” who gives us 
strength. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY TWO 

GREATER FAITH COMES FROM HEARING GOD’S WORD 

- Pastor Randall Spence 

 

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”    

Romans 10:17 (NKJV) 

 

If you’ve ever gardened you know that you can plant the same seed in three different locations and 
get three different results. One spot may grow big, beautiful tomatoes while in another they may be 
small and sparse. What’s the difference? If the seed is all the same, we know it is not the seed but 
the soil. The soil must be prepared for the seed. 

 

The same is true when we hear God’s Word. That’s why two people can go to church and be a part 
of the same worship service and hear the same sermon with two entirely different responses. For 
one the service may have been flat and they received nothing and remained unchanged, while     
another may walk away having had a life changing encounter with God. What’s the difference?   
Perhaps the greatest difference is that one person’s spirit may have been critical and unprepared 
while the other person’s heart was open to receiving what the Lord had to say. 

 

How can you prepare the soil of your heart for receiving the Word of God? The Bible says, 
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human    
anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and 
the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.”  

James 1:19b-21 NIV 

 

To truly hear the Word of the Lord this passage teaches us to have four attitudes: 

 

You must be quiet. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak.” You can’t hear God if you’re doing all the 
talking. 

You must be calm. “Slow to become angry.” It’s difficult to hear God when we are frantic or   

angry. Those thoughts dominate our mind and spirit. As the psalmist says it in Psalm 46:10, 
“Be still and know that I am God.” 

You must be clean. “Get rid of all moral filth and evil.” Before we can be prepared to meet God, 
we must first take out the garbage---the emotional and spiritual garbage that stinks. You get 

rid of the garbage by confessing your sin to God. I John 1:9 gives us the good news that, “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.”  (NIV)  

You must be humble. “Humbly accept the Word planted in you.” That is, be ready to do      
whatever God tells you from his Word. Pride only makes for a hard heart that cannot hear or 
receive from God. Maintain a humble heart. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY THREE 

FAITH MEANS TRUSTING GOD’S PROMISES 

- Pastor Randall Spence 
 

“All these people earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet none of them received all that 
God had promised. For God had something better in mind for us, so that they would not reach    

perfection without us.”   

Hebrews 11:39-40 (NLT) 

 

 

Living by faith is not an easy thing to do. Life is hard and difficult. There always seems to be 
a sort of civil war waging within us. It is a battle between right and wrong; a battle between 
our desire to live a holy life versus our sinful nature; a battle against Satan himself who only 
wants to “steal, kill, and destroy.” At times we get weary and discouraged with the battle and 
we feel like giving up. 

 

But in Hebrews 11 God urges us to hang on. God hasn’t forsaken us. He will fulfill His  

promises one day. As Jeremiah 29:11 tells us, He promises to give us a future and a hope.   

Revelation 7:17 tells us that He will take away our tears.  And these are only two of the 
many promises that we find throughout the Bible. We need to cling to those promises. 

 

In Hebrews 11 we read of a variety of biblical heroes who demonstrated faith in God’s 
promises: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Gideon, Samson, and David, just to name a few. 
Though they endured many difficulties, they kept going on their spiritual journeys. 

 

Then Hebrews 11:39-40 says, “All these people earned a good reputation because of their 
faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised. For God had something better in 
mind for us, so that they would not reach perfection without us.” 

 

When you feel like giving up, remember the heroes of the Bible and imitate their faith. 
One day, your faith and theirs will be rewarded, and we will reach perfection together. In the 
meantime, as the saying goes, keep on keeping on. 

 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY FOUR 

GREATER FAITH MEANS I REFUSE TO GIVE UP 

- Pastor Randall Spence 
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked 

out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus…”   

Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

What do you do when you can’t see any light at the end of the tunnel and you just want to give up? 
Maybe you’ve been struggling with some issue for which there seems to be no solution. It may be a 
financial issue, a broken or struggling relationship, or even depression. There may be those dark 
days when you even wonder if you can keep going. 

 

If you are at that point today, I have some good news to share with you from Hebrews 12 and give 
you a powerful reason for keeping on. 

 

Hebrews 11 is the “faith chapter” that tells us the story of the great people of faith: Abraham,       
Moses, David and so many others. However, the first verse of the next chapter is the verse I want to 
focus on for it tells us, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with         
perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus…”   

 

In this verse we get the image of a race being run in a large stadium. In the stands are the heroes of 
the faith such as Moses and David who have already run their race. And now they cheer us on in 
the race we now run. “Don’t give up,” they call out to us, “keep your eyes focused on the goal.”  

Heaven is watching and cheering for you. That is good news indeed. 

 

You have an audience in spite of how alone you may sometimes feel, God is watching, God is 
aware. And it’s not just God who is watching. There is Abraham, Jacob, Moses and all the other 
saints as well. One of those may be your mother, or father or a grandparent. They are watching and 
cheering you on. 

 

So when you start to get discouraged, remember the people who in many cases went through much 
worse circumstances and yet managed to finish strong. Now they sit in the stands cheering you on 

with the words, “Keep your eyes on the goal. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.”  



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY FIVE 

GRATITUDE BUILDS MY FAITH 

- Pastor Randall Spence 

 

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built 
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” 

 Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV) 

 

Anyone can thank God during good times when life is going your way. But if you can thank 
God in the bad times, when life doesn’t make sense and your prayers seem to go               
unanswered, your faith will grow and your roots will go deeper. An attitude of gratitude helps 
you remember the faith lessons that God has already taught you. It helps you to be “rooted 
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught…” 

 

When the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk went through tough times, he said, “Though the 
fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and 
the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.”  Habakkuk 3:17-18 (NIV) 

 

As hard as it must have been, in the midst of his trouble, Habakkuk rejoiced. How could he 
do that? What was the cause of his gratitude? “I will be joyful in God my Savior.” What this is 
saying to us that when everything stinks in your life, when everything seems to be falling 
apart, you can be grateful because your eyes are focused on Him and not on your              

circumstances. The secret sauce here is to focus on God and not on all that is wrong 

and bad. You can be thankful that God is God and for his promises not to leave you alone 
but to be with you through all those tough circumstances. The result will be that your faith will 
grow even stronger because of it. Just say, “God, I know you’re in control. I know you love 
me, and I know you can bring good out of this. I’m thankful that you are bigger than my   
problems.” 

 

The next time you find yourself in a tough place when life stinks, try thanking God. Focus on 
him rather than your circumstances. Look at all that God has done for you and be thankful. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



 
DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY SIX 

GIVING TO GOD STRENGTHENS MY FAITH 

- Roxanne Freed 

 

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse...If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “ I will 
open the windows of heaven for you.  I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have 

enough room to take it in!  Try it!  Put me to the test!”    
 

Malachi 3:10 (NLT) 

 
Giving strengthens, stretches and tests our faith.  How does this happen?   

 
I believe the first thing we need to recognize is that God is the source of everything.  

(Philippians 4:19 & Proverbs 8:20-21)  Whenever we struggle between paying our bills 
and choosing to tithe, we need to remember to pray & look for Jesus for our strength.  The 
Bible mentions money over 800 times and of all of Jesus' parables, more than half of them 
talked about money. Why? Because that is where so many people get tripped up! When we 
are able to release at least 10% of our income back to God, our money doesn't have as tight 
of a hold on us because we realize that God is in control of our finances.  
 
We remember that everything we have has been given to us by Him. Even though most of 
us probably work for the money we make each month, even God has his hand there - He 
has given us the ability to do our jobs. Many who grasp what God has truly given them seem 
to agree that 10% doesn't even feel like enough!   

 
The second thing we need to look at is our personal quiet time with God.  If we are unwilling 
to meet God each day, that means we are putting somebody or something else before 

Him.  Taking time to read the scripture and pray everyday will stretch our faith and 

help us to learn to lean on God fully. 

 
Finally, I encourage you to take a step of faith and begin giving.  If you already tithe,        
consider giving above & beyond.  In the Old Testament, the Law required a tithe (ten       

percent  Deut 14:23).  The New Testament teaches that we are to give in proportion to the 

material blessing we receive. (Mark 12:41-44)  How much should you give? Each one 
should earnestly seek God’s will concerning giving. Ask Him to help you obey Christ's     
leading. Consider a tithe for a minimum and then give above that as the Lord prospers or  
directs. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY SEVEN 

FAITH = LOVE + TRUST + ACTION 

- Roxanne Freed 

 

“If you love me, you will obey what I command.”   
 

John 14:14 (NIV) 

 
In the world we live in, “obey” has negative overtones.  I believe that when God speaks of 
“obeying”, He is really asking us to take the time to be in relationship with Him.   The        
obedience that follows comes from trusting that God has what’s best for us in mind and that 
He loves us unconditionally.  He wants the same in return. 

 

If we love God, we will naturally want to take action for Him.  We want to live in a way that 

shares the love & trust we have in Him. 

 
Love without action is empty, and action without love is just acting like a Christian. 

 

Consider the story of Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father.  (Matthew 1:18-21) 

 
Because Joseph had a relationship with God, he trusted that God had what was best for    
Joseph and Mary.  He then acted with obedience to marry Mary and be the father to           
Jesus.  This single decision changed everything.  In an instant, Joseph’s whole world was 
turned upside down. Because he loved God, trusted Him and obeyed Him, Joseph stepped 
into the destiny that was planned for him. 

 
Faith = Love + Trust + Action.  Do you love God?  Do you trust Him?   
 
Then take action and do what He tells you to do. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY EIGHT 

GOD IS AT WORK 

- Roxanne Freed 

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.”    

 

Romans 8:28 (NIV) 

 
What does this verse really mean?  Don’t we all struggle with stress, sickness, too much…., 
not enough….  The truth is, we live in a broken world and suffering is a part of that 
world.  When we struggle, feel inadequate or are just having a bad day, that is the perfect 
time we should look to God and expect the best!  Declare faith in the verse above. 

 
No matter how bad the situation may seem, the Bible says you can be sure God is in      
control.  He is working things out for our good.  Take a look at these 4 truths: 

 

 The Holy Spirit is praying for you.  “Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the waiting, 
God’s Spirit is right alongside helping us along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, it 
doesn’t matter. He does our praying in and for us, making prayer out of our wordless 
sighs, our aching groans.”  (Romans 8:26 The Message) 

 

 God uses everything for your good.  “And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love Him”  (Romans 8:28 NIV)  God is bigger than our enemies, critics 
and problems.  He’s working it all for good in your life. 

 

 God wants you to succeed.  “If God is for us, who can ever be against us?”  (Romans 
8:31 NLT)  God is your biggest cheerleader!  He is standing right beside you, cheering 
you on….running with you! 

 

 God will give you what you NEED.  If God didn’t hesitate to put everything on the line 

for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending His own 

Son, is there   anything else He wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us? (Romans 8:32 The 

Message)  When God sent His Son to die for your sins--He solved your biggest problem 

ever!  He died for sins you haven’t even committed yet!  If God cared enough to do that, 

don’t you think He also cares for your daily problems and struggles and will help you with 

those as well?  



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY NINE 

EXPECT GOD TO ANSWER YOUR PRAYERS 

- Roxanne Freed 

 

“If you want to know what God wants to do, ask him, for he is always ready to give a      
bountiful supply of wisdom to all who ask him...But when you ask him, be sure that you really 
expect him to tell you...If you don’t ask with faith, don’t expect the Lord to give you any solid 

answer.”   
 

James 1:5-8 

 
God wants to be in relationship with us.  He wants to walk with us and to guide us.  When 
we ask God for help, we need to wait expectantly for the answers.  So many times, we ask 
for help or guidance and then we just walk away and do what we think is best.  We ask God, 
but don’t expect him to actually act upon our request. 

 
The wisdom that we seek is seeing God’s point of view.  The ability to make decisions the 

way God would make them.  God will give us wisdom, if we ask!!   

 
God doesn’t make bad decisions or mistakes.  If we trust Him and listen to Him, He will 
guide us.  Ask in faith that He will answer. 

 
Where do you need wisdom today?  Ask God what you should do, and then expect Him to 
tell you.  Give Him time to answer your prayer. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TEN 

WAITING FOR ANSWERED PRAYER 

- Roxanne Freed 

“But the Lord God keeps me from being disgraced.  So I refuse to give up, 
because I know God will never let me down.”   

 

(Isaiah 50:7) 

 
When you pray, expect an answer from God.  Expecting an answer is a step of faith. 

 
Waiting on God is never a waste of time.  It is time well spent, helping you to focus on God 
and his plan for your life. 

 
We live in a fast paced world, where everyone is always going 100 mph.  Hurrying through 
our prayers is the death of them.  Often times, we think we don’t get answers or hear God 
speak.  I would argue that sometimes it’s because we won’t give God the time.  We’re so 
busy that prayer & devotions are often a check-off on a list that is too long to                       
accomplish.  Slow down, rest and listen. 

 
The Bible says there are 3 things to do as you wait: 

 

 Wait quietly:  “Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him.”  (Psalm 

62:5 NLT) 
 

 Wait patiently:  “Be still in the presence of the Lord, and wait patiently for him to 

act.”  (Psalm 37:7 NLT) 
 

 Wait expectantly:  “I wait expectantly, trusting God to help, for he has                    

promised.”  (Psalm 130:5 TLB) 
 

 
When you pray, wait quietly, patiently and expectantly to hear from God.  He promises you 
will not be disgraced or put to shame. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY ELEVEN 
TRUST GOD TO USE YOUR PROBLEMS FOR GOOD 
- Jason Todd 

 
“We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure and we thought we would never 

live through it. In fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and 
learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead.” 

 

2 CORINTHIANS 1:8-9 (NLT) 
 

 
None of us are exempt from suffering. We all experience loneliness, criticism,                    
discouragement, and mistreatment. Why does God allow these things to happen to us? It’s 
because God is developing the character of Christ within us, and in order to do that, He must 
take us through the circumstances in life that He took Jesus through. 
 
Did Jesus suffer? Was Jesus sometimes lonely? Was he tempted to be discouraged? Was 
he misunderstood, maligned, and criticized unjustly? Of course! Does this mean God causes 
tragedies? No. God is good. He will not cause evil or do evil. But God can use dark and 
stressful times for your good. 
 
 He’ll use them to teach you to trust Him: “we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to 

rely only on God” (2 Corinthians 1:8-9). 
 
 He’ll use them to show you how to help others. “He comforts us in all our troubles so that 

we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same 

comfort God has given us” (2 Corinthians 1:4). 
 
 And He’ll use them to draw you closer to other believers: “You are helping us by praying 

for us. . . Many people will give thanks because God has graciously answered so many 

prayers”   (2 Corinthians 1:11). 
 
So how can you expect the best from God when you’re going through difficult times? 
 
 

 Know that GOD IS GREATER than your trials, and He is for you. Rely on His protection 
and guidance. 

 Know that GOD HAS GREATER for you, and is working all things together for His good, 

with you in mind. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY TWELVE 
EXPECT GOD TO HELP YOU GROW SPIRITUALLY 
- Jason Todd 
 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up.” 

 

GALATIANS 6:9 (NIV) 
 
 

When you think about your walk with Jesus, some days you may wonder, “Why is it taking 
so long to see progress? I’m still struggling with so many problems. When will I finally get it 
right?” 
 
Spiritual growth is like the growth we see in nature—the best fruit ripens slowly. The problem 
is we tend to get impatient, so we dig up the seed to check the progress of its growth, and 
that slows down the process! If you’re not seeing as much fruit as you’d like, don’t despair. 
Growth takes time. The Bible says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the   

proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9 NIV). 
 
Try these steps toward spiritual growth: 
 

NURTURE GROWTH WITH GOD’S WORD. When you read the promises of God again and 
again, they build your faith and renew your certainty that fruit is coming, even though you 
may not see it now: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 

not see” (Hebrews 11:1 NIV). 
 

COOPERATE WITH GOD AS HE PRUNES. Praise God for the work He’s doing in your life,        
remembering that “He prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even 

more” (John 15:2 NLT). 
 
 

PRAY THROUGH THE “FRUIT LIST.” Pray through the list of the fruit of the Spirit from  

Galatians 5:22-23. The NIV (New International Version) Bible lists the fruit as “love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.” Ask God to 

help you grow this fruit in your life. Ask Him if there is anything you are doing to hinder its 

growth. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY THIRTEEN 
TRUST GOD FOR A SECOND CHANCE 
- Jason Todd 
 

“By faith we have been made acceptable to God. And now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
live at peace with God.” 

 

ROMANS 5:1 (CEV) 
 
 

Jesus said, “I didn’t come to judge the world, but to save it” (John 3:17 NIV). That means 
God doesn’t stand behind you and shake His head disapprovingly when you mess up. You 
don’t need to feel ashamed about your past failures. God isn’t ashamed of you. 
 
Too many people go through life feeling guilty, judged, and criticized by God. They have no 
desire to spend time with the critical God they’ve imagined in their heads, the one they are 
sure is disappointed with them. 
 
It takes faith to get past this false image and to believe that God loves you unconditionally. 
the truth is, Jesus died in your place on the cross, and through faith in Him you are now 
completely acceptable to God. The Bible says, “By faith we have been made acceptable to 

God. And now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we live at peace with God” (Romans 5:1 

CEV). 
 
Are you at peace with God? God wants to give you His best, no matter how many times 
you’ve failed in the past. The Bible says that through Jesus, you have complete access to 
God and His power in your life. You don’t have to wait until you get your life together. You 
get all the amazing benefits of being a child of God today! 
 
 

Your life will be completely transformed if you become consistently aware of God’s            

unconditional and never-ending love for you. Instead of letting your past failures define 

you, our prayer is that you will fully understand God’s great love for you. I pray that His love 

will give you the power to get up when you fall down. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY FOURTEEN 
HAVE YOU CLAIMED YOUR INHERITANCE? 
- Jason Todd 
 

“I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which can build you up and give you an           
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” 

 

ACTS 20:32 (NIV) 
 

You have an inheritance coming to you. It’s promised to you in the Word because of God’s 
grace. 
 
Pretend your father is the richest man in the world. He dies and leaves you in his will. You 
would be foolish if you never took the time to read the will. You wouldn’t know what was   
given to you. 
 
When you become a follower of Jesus, you’re not just a believer, you’re a belonger. You   
become a part of God’s family. Family privileges come along with that decision. The Bible 
says, “Because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from 

God” (Ephesians 1:11 NLT). 
 
But this inheritance doesn’t come to you when God dies—He’ll never die. It comes to you 
when you’re born again.  The Bible says, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the             
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, 

spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:3-4 NIV). 
 
What is an inheritance? Part of it is the promises in God’s Word. But if you lived your entire 
life and never took the time to learn the benefits that were available to you as a child of God, 
that would be heart-breaking. God wants you to know what’s available to you from Him. 
 
 
It requires faith to receive your inheritance. You have to believe that God loves you and      

accepts you as part of His family in Christ. You have to believe He will fulfill His promises, 

and that your inheritance is real, not just some empty words to make you feel good when 

things seem bad. Get into the Word. Find what God has in store for you, and know that we 

can EXPECT GREATER things from God beyond our wildest imagination. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY FIFTEEN 
RELYING ON GOD REQUIRES GREATER FAITH 
- Jason Todd 
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” 

 

PROVERBS 3:5-6 (NIV) 
 

 
When you lean on something, you trust that it will hold you up. When you lean on the Lord, 
you are saying, “I have faith that God is strong enough to hold me up.” 
 
God told Joshua, “No one will be able to defeat you all your life. Just as I was with Moses so 

I will be with you. I will not leave you or forget you” (Joshua 1:5 NCV).   And God says that 

to you as well. As long as Joshua leaned on God, he was unbeatable. Joshua              
accomplished the impossible because he was dependent on the Lord. 
 
Who or what are you leaning on for strength? Are you leaning on the approval of other    
people? That is a very shaky foundation. People are going to let you down. No one can hold 
you up all the time. Eventually, they’re going to get tired and you’re going to get dropped. 
 
You can’t even trust yourself. Have you noticed how often you let yourself down? You make      
promises to yourself all the time that you don’t keep. So what can you do? 
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV).      
Leaning on the Lord can be scary. Sometimes it’s uncomfortable. It can make you work, “is 
God going to come through? Is he going to hold me up?” 
 
That is why it requires faith to lean on the Lord. You have to believe He has your best         
interest at heart. You have to trust him even when you don’t understand, and you have to 
move forward convinced that He will make your paths straight. 
 
When you do this, you will discover that…….. 
 
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for 

those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9 NLT). 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY SIXTEEN 
LET GO OF YOUR DOUBT  
- Stefanie Armstrong 
 
"Be bold and strong!  Banish fear and doubt!  For remember, the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go."   
 

Joshua 1:9 

 
 

Confident, courageous, endurance, faithful.  These are all words that come to mind when 
God asks us to be bold and strong.  None of these words would matter though with fear and 
doubt in our hearts.  When we start doubting, we immediately lose our confidence.  What 
causes us to doubt though…….comparison! 
 
I've heard it said, "comparison is the thief of all joy."  Comparing ourselves to others is never 
a fair fight because we have already begun to doubt ourselves.  We doubt the gifts and     
talents that God has given us, or might not even acknowledge that we have God given     
abilities.  Can you feel the doubt creeping in? 
 

God does not want us to compare ourselves to others.  Jeremiah 1:5 says, "I knew you    
before I formed you in your mother's womb.  Before you were born I set you apart and       
appointed you as my prophet to the nations."  God knows us and does not want us to doubt 
ourselves. 
 
When we doubt ourselves, we create room for fear in our lives.  The fear of failure can be so 
crippling at times that we decide not even to pursue a dream or goal.  Past failures cause us 
to question what we are doing.  Can I do that?  Am I even qualified for this?  I screwed up so 
badly before, why should this time be any different?  The enemy would love to place a   
stronghold in your mind, allowing that fear to grow until you finally decide to give up.  That is 
not what we are called to do.   
 

God has created a unique purpose for your life and He does not want you to live in fear 

or doubt yourself.  Isaiah 43:1 says, "But now, this is what the Lord says- He who created 
you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: "Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have      
summoned you by name; you are mine."   
 
We are His! 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY SEVENTEEN 

STAY FAITHFUL WHEN OTHERS DOUBT YOU 
- Stefanie Armstrong 

 
 

"Everyone assembled here will know that the Lord rescues his people, but not with sword and 
spear.  This is the Lord's battle, and he will give you to us!" 

 

1 Samuel 17:47 
 
 

Sometimes God will place a plan or a purpose so strong on your heart that you know it to be 
true.  You run to tell your closest friends and loved ones, but do not get the affirmation you 
thought you would.  You pray about it and still feel God driving this purpose to your heart  
regardless of the feed back your getting.  What should you do?  Know this, people will try to 
hold you back in life, even the people you love most. 
 
Even David was held back, by his own father.  After the Prophet Samuel anointed David as 
king, Jesse told David to get back to tending sheep!  When God gives us a purpose, there is 
always a process behind it.  It might take years to even begin to see your dream unfolding, 
but the beauty, the growth, and yes, even the pain is in the process. 
 
 
David also faced fear from others.  Goliath was fear at that time and everyone knew it. No 
one expected David to win that battle, but he rose up in faith and said to Goliath, "This is the 
Lord's battle, and he will give you to us!"  Are you putting too much stock in what others say 
can't be done? 
 
 
We all want approval, from our family, our friends, our church community.  When you decide 
to go against what everyone is saying and step out in faith, you can be sure that people will 

treat you differently, maybe even as an outcast.  You have to decide what is more         

important, the approval of others or following the purpose God has placed on your 

heart.  It's not always an easy choice, but you'll learn that there are people who will fight 
against you and people who will fight with you. 
 
Stay faithful! 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY EIGHTEEN 
BECOMING A PERSON OF GREATER FAITH 
- Stefanie Armstrong 

 

 
"You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the 
Lord Almighty........This day the Lord will hand you over to me.....and the whole world will know that 

there is a God in Israel." 
 

1 Samuel 17:45-46 

 
 

How do you become a person of GREATER FAITH? 
 
 
You can remember how God has delivered you in the past.  I find that a grateful heart will   
triumph and win every time.  One of the best ways you can strengthen your faith is to        
remind yourself of the past victories that God has given you. Take a quick look back on your 
life, the same God that delivered you from that diagnosis is still the same God           to-
day.  The same God that healed your marriage, that rescued your child, that healed your ad-
diction is the same God today, tomorrow and forever! 
 
When we are in the midst of a trial it sometimes feels like we’ll never get to the other side of 
the issues we are faced with.  Things will never get better.  That is a lie friend.  God has 
seen you through this trial and the next.  I look back on what God has brought me through in 
my life and can see that He was with me the entire time.  It’s almost like a bread crumb trail.  
He was leading me to the solution the entire time, and growing my faith in the process. 
 
 
Another way to strengthen your faith is to use the tools that God has given you.  God has 
gifted each one of us with unique talents and abilities.  Don't focus on the things you don't 
have.  If I only had more money I could....... If I only had a better education I would of.......... 
Stop and focus on what God has given you right now.  Use the gifts and talents you have to 
bring glory to God. 
 

 

God will help you for His glory.  I've heard it this way, "If your dream or your passion is 
something that glorifies God, you can always count on God to answer, and His answer will 
be yes!” 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY NINETEEN 

STEP FORWARD IN GREATER FAITH 
- Stefanie Armstrong 
 

"For our life is a matter of faith, not sight." 
 

2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
 

Haven't you ever wished for an email or maybe a billboard from God saying, “yes, that is the 
job I want you to take,” or “yes, you are making the right decision to move.”  I have never 
gotten that email or seen that billboard and that's because God asks us to step forward in 
faith.  We don't always know if the decision we are making is right or wrong, but you can 
guarantee that if God did not want you to make that decision, he will put a roadblock in your 
way.  

 

A friend shared a story with me about a college professor she had.  The professor had 
thought from the time she was very young that her calling was to be a missionary.  For all of 
her teenage and young adult life she began preparing for the life of a missionary.  Finally   
after she had been saving the opportunity came up for a trip she just had to take.  She went 
to get her shots, had some allergic reaction and could not finish the series.  The money she 
had been saving for her trip, had to go towards an emergency that came up that could not 
be avoided.  The trip she was going on was canceled by the organization coordinating it.     
Everything in her heart told her that missions trip was the one she was supposed to go on, 
that her life’s purpose started with that trip, but everything happening told her the              
opposite.  She had to have faith that whatever God had planned for her outside of this     
missionary trip was better for her than what she had planned.  She later went on to have an 
extremely fulfilling career as a college professor and not an international missionary. 

 

Abraham stepped out in faith.  When God told Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac, he was 
willing to do just that.  The moment before Abraham was to take Isaac's life God sent an   

angel to stop him.  Genesis 22:17 says, "I will surely bless you and make     descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.  Your descendants will 
take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring, all nations on 
earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."   

 

Abraham stepped out in GREATER faith and was blessed by God.  Obedience unlocks 
God's power. 

 

GREATER faith comes from GREATER obedience. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TWENTY 

LISTEN TO GOD NOT YOUR DOUBTERS 
- Stefanie Armstrong 

 

 
"It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save his family from the flood.  He obeyed 

God, who warned him about things that had never happened before." 
 

Hebrews 11:7 
 
 

We know doubters come from all areas of our life.  Doubters are sometimes not strangers, 
but the people closest to us.  Friends, family, co workers, but the strongest voice among 
doubters is your own.  Your own doubt has the power to drown out the strongest, most   
trusted, most valued wisdom you hold on to, but by faith we choose to listen to the voice of 
God instead of doubt. 
 
 
The whole world doubted Noah.  I can imagine them standing around questioning and       
ridiculing him for building a boat.  I can hear them say, "And you think you're going to save 
the animals on that boat as well........" and bursting out in laughter.  Noah had a choice.  The 
same choice that we face as well.  Am I going to let this doubt creep in to my thoughts and 
rule the conversation or I am going to declare the power of God Almighty and live by faith 
and truth? 
 
 
Noah listened to God even when there had never been a flood before, in fact, there had    
never even been rain.  The Bible says the earth was watered by a mist that came up from 

the ground (Genesis 2:6).  Noah could have easily doubted himself and chose to ignore 
what God had said, what God had put on his heart.  He could have questioned what God 
said, but he didn’t.  In faith, Noah obeyed God.  
 
 

Is God telling you to do something that you have never done before?  Do what Noah did 

and live out the purpose that God has designed for you. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TWENTY-ONE 

WHEN GOD IS NEAR, YOU LOSE YOUR FEAR 

- Pastor Mickey Taylor 

“Noah was a righteous man…he walked in close fellowship with God.”   

GEN 6:9 NLT 

 

I remember when my girls were little we started this game.  When we went down stairs, we 
would stop at the last three steps, then I would go to the bottom and they would jump into my 
arms.  This game moved from the stairs to the pool to just about anything that they could 
jump off of towards me.  Which was great as long as I was paying attention.  They had little 
fear as long as Daddy was there.   

 

Noah built the ark in faith. “He obeyed God, who warned him about things that had never 

happened before” Hebrews 11:7 NLT.  How could Noah believe the things that had never 

happened before would actually take place? He believed because he knew how to hear 

from God.   

 

Do you want to hear from God?  You can’t hear from God in the hustle and bustle of your 
day. You can’t hear from God with the radio going, or watching TV.  And not with your mind 
full of distractions.  You have to get alone and be quiet.  “Be still and know that I am God!”  

Psalm 46:10 NIV 

 

You hear God by being close to God.  The Bible calls this “walking in close fellowship with 

God.” Genesis 6:9  When you walk with God, you have to go where He is going and walk at 
His pace, not your own.   

 

What is the result of walking with God? You fear nothing.  Are you fearful about your future or 
your finances? Are you fearful about your marriage or your health?  “Draw near to me and I 

will draw near to you.”  The more your life is filled with the love of God, the less fear you 

will have.  Love and fear cannot operate in the same heart at the same time.  “Perfect love 

drives out fear.” 1 John 4:18  



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TWENTY-TWO 

GREATER FAITH IS GENEROUS 

- Pastor Mickey Taylor 

 

“The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.”  

Proverbs 11:25 

 

An infamous pirate named Juan Carlos was known for his theft and was rumored to have 
buried treasure hidden somewhere. A man approached Juan Carlos one day in Mexico, 
pushed him to the ground, and said, "Tell me where all your money is buried, or I will kill you 
right here on the spot!" 

 

Juan Carlos didn't speak a word of English and needed an interpreter, so he saw a boy  
nearby and called him over. The boy relayed the man's message to Juan Carlos, and fearing 
for his life, Juan Carlos said to the boy, "Tell this man I don't want to die. Tell him the money 
is located 30 paces north of the city water tower, under a large rock." 

 

The boy turned to the man and replied, "Juan Carlos says he is an honorable man and that 
he will never tell you where the money is. Juan Carlos says kill him now." 

 

There are some people who, once they have something, don't ever want to let it go. The    

Bible tells us that as we give, God will give to us. In 2 Corinthians 9:8, we read, "And 
God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need 
and plenty left over to share with others."  

 

This goes along with the principle Jesus gave us: "Give, and you will receive. Your gift will 
return to you in full — pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, 
and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get 

back" (Luke 6:38, NLT). 

 

As God blesses you, you can bless others. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TWENTY-THREE 

GIVE AND LIVE WITH AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 

- Pastor Mickey Taylor 

 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.”  

Psalm 107:1 

 

Every morning when you get up, instead of fretting and complaining, instead of turning to the 
media to see how bad everything is, just go and look out of the window. Take a deep breath 
and say, “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.” It makes you 
feel better just to think of doing that, doesn't it? How much better it will make you feel if you 
follow that practice every day! 

 

The art of thanksgiving is one of the most important skills a human being can develop. Sadly, 
I believe most of us are somewhat lacking in this area. But very closely related to thanks   
giving is the art of appreciation. And if we develop the ability to appreciate, we also develop 
our capacity to be thankful. 

 

Begin with acknowledging the small wonders of life, those little things like hot coffee or the 
smell of a rose, fresh sheets or bread warm from the oven. It is God’s will that we “give 

thanks in everything” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). All of us have simple, beautiful things that 
God has given us, which we can appreciate. Open your eyes and see that God “does     

wonderful things without number” (Job 5:9). Every day! 

 

We used to sing an old hymn with this refrain: 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done! 

 

How long has it been since you have counted up your blessings? When you invite a person 
to recount his troubles, you are likely to find he can do so all too readily. But if you can get 
somebody to enumerate his blessings to you, and you look at his face as he does it, you see 
somebody who really has light in his heart. 

Let the light of gratitude shine in your life! 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS– DAY TWENTY-FOUR 

GOD IS WAITING FOR YOU TO PLANT A SEED 

- Pastor Mickey Taylor 

 

“Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds.”  

John 12:24 

 

What does a farmer do with a barren field that’s producing no income? He doesn’t complain 
about it. He doesn’t worry about it. He doesn’t even need to pray about it. He just goes out 
and plants some seed.  He knows that nothing is going to grow until the seed is in the 
ground.  

 

Everything in life starts as a seed- a life, a relationship, a business, even a church. And  
nothing happens until the seed is planted. 

 

Are you waiting on God for a windfall?  God says, “I’m waiting on you to plant a seed.”  Why 
does God require us to plant a seed?  Because sowing seed is an act of faith.  Planting is  
participating with God’s process of fruitfulness.  When you sow seed, you take what you 
have and give it away. That takes faith! And it brings glory to God.  

 

Jesus described this principle of sowing and reaping when He explained why He came to 
earth to die on the cross.  Jesus said, “Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 

it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” John 12:24.  Jesus is 
saying, “Millions of people will be saved and go to heaven because of my death and         
resurrection. I’m going to plant a seed, and the seed is my life.” 

 

Here is the principle of sowing and reaping: Whatever you need, plant a seed.  If you 
need more time, give more time to your kids. If you need more money, give more money to 
someone who needs it. If you need more wisdom, share the wisdom you have with others.  

 

It may not make sense to give away something that you need more of, but that is exactly the 
attitude that God wants to bless, and it will produce fruit in your life. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TWENTY-FIVE 

PLANT TODAY, THEN BE PATIENT FOR THE HARVEST 

- Pastor Mickey Taylor 

 

“Let us not become tired of doing good; for if we do not give up, the time will come when we 

will reap the harvest.”  

(Galatians 6:9 GNT) 

 

The time to start planting is now. 

 

I talk to people all the time who say, “One of these days, I’m going to …” They’re going to serve 
more one of these days. Or when they retire. Or when they get a raise. They’re going to increase 
their giving one of these days. “One of these days” is none of these days. You don’t wait for things to 
get better; you start planting now. Why? Because the sooner you plant, the longer you’re going to 
enjoy the harvest in your life. 

 

But the harvest is not always going to come in your time. There’s always a delay between sowing 

and reaping. You plant in one season, and you harvest in another.  

You have to be patient and not give up! 

 

This is one of the principles that the Kingdom of God operates on. Mark 4:26-29 says, “This is what 
the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or 
gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces 
grain — first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head” (NIV). 

The results will come, but they will come slowly and as part of a process. And because it takes 
time, “Let us not become tired of doing good; for if we do not give up, the time will come when we 

will reap the harvest” (Galatians 6:9 GNT). 

Some of you have got to forget about last year’s crop failure. Instead, start focusing on the long-term 
harvest in your life. You didn’t get the way you are financially overnight. You took years to mess 
things up, and it’s going to take a while to put things back together. There is a time of delay between 
sowing and reaping.  

The Bible says in Psalm 126:5-6, “Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy. They 

weep as they go to plant their seed, but they sing as they return with the harvest” (NLT).  

What need have you been grieving over? Maybe you’ve lost your job. Maybe you’ve lost your health. 
Maybe you’ve lost a loved one. Maybe you’ve lost your savings. Maybe you’ve lost half of your     
retirement in the last few years. Maybe you’ve lost your dream. 

Mourning is ok; moaning is not. Instead of moaning, you need to plant a seed, because whatever 
you need more of you need to give away. 

Today is the day to plant the seed. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TWENTY-SIX 

SHOW YOUR FAITH THROUGH GENEROSITY 
- Pastor Bob Burns 

 

“Be generous: Invest in acts of charity.  Charity yields high returns. Don’t hoard your goods; spread 

them around.  Be a blessing to others. This could be your last night.”  

 

Ecclesiastes 11:1-2 

 

 

Just a few days ago, a man knocked on a front door and said he was desperate for work. He 

would be happy to pull weeds, clean, anything to help this family out. He wasn’t a profession-

al gardener. He didn’t have a lawn or landscaping business, he was just hungry. That            

afternoon, he was blessed with food, work, and self-respect.  

 

The women’s transition house in town is in desperate need of repair. They are transitioning 

from prison to freedom and trying to get their children and their lives back. A few hours of 

hanging fans, cutting shrubs, and painting would go a long way to help them become       

contributing members of the community. 

 

A local neighborhood center needed a food bank to serve the community. You have the       

administrative skills to run the program and the heart to serve others. Now, you spend time in 

the community helping to feed those in need, but more than that, you feel the spiritual        

enrichment of serving others. 

 

In this passage, the writer is telling us to cast our bread, our investment, over a large area to 

see a profitable return. Give well and give generously because the future is uncertain. 

Give well and give generously because tomorrow will be filled with disaster. Invest your 

treasure well today, and you will see the return on that investment again. 

 

“Give a portion to seven, or even to eight…” 

Give generously, give not to only one or two, but many.  

 

An investment today is an investment in the people who will fill our church tomorrow. Just as 

those that initially invested then, we are investing now not only in our future, but in the future 

of all of those that follow after us.  



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TWENTY-SEVEN 

THE BEST FINANCIAL INVESTMENT YOU CAN MAKE 
- Pastor Bob Burns 

 
“
Tell those rich in this world’s wealth to quit being so full of themselves and so obsessed with money, 

which is here today and gone tomorrow. Tell them to go after God, who piles on all the riches we 

could ever manage—to do good, to be rich in helping others, to be extravagantly generous. If they 

do that, they’ll build a treasury that will last, gaining life that is truly life.” 

 

1 Timothy 6:18-19—The Message (MSG) 

 

 

You can’t turn on the television today without hearing about some of the richest people in the 

world. I was reading about one of those folks last week. He was the very best in his field. His 

star had risen and kept rising. And the money came rolling in by the truck loads!  None could 

compete with him and none could keep up…until.  

 

Well, the newspapers that lauded him for so long were now filled with the disappointing 

news of his moral failure and economic collapse. And the man who had everything            

imaginable, now lost everything. 

 

Like fame, money can be here one day and gone the next. But here in Timothy, Paul says 

that we should go after God, to do good, to be rich in helping others even to the point of    

being extravagant!  Have you ever done that…given to the point of extravagance?  Paul 

wraps it up like this, that if we look to God who gives us everything so freely, we should 

extend that grace and fortune to others…extravagantly! 

 

And the promise is this. That all who do so, to all that do good, help others, and give         

extravagantly will build up a treasure that lasts, gaining life that is truly life! 

 

Have you ever been there, where you give so freely that you truly experience life as life is 

meant to be lived? Think about it. There is only one way to experience life to its fullest. We 

must go after God and give as he does…extravagantly! 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY TWENTY-EIGHT 

THE PROMISE, PURPOSE, PLACE, AND DAY FOR TITHING 

- Pastor Bob Burns 

 

“
Then go to the one place where the Lord your God has chosen to be worshiped; and there in his 

presence eat the tithes of your grain, wine, and olive oil, and the first-born of your cattle and sheep. 

Do this so that you may learn to honor the Lord your God always.” 

 

Deuteronomy 14:23 Good News Translation (GNT) 

 

In this passage, the author wants us to know that we should honor God with our first and our 

best, that God honors that offering, and He is well pleased by that offering.  

 

I often thought about this word, tithe. In some cultures it would be a tax that is taken and not 

freely given. In others, it might be a bribe to change one’s mind or position. But this is not a    

mandate that must be grudgingly obeyed, but rather it is an opportunity to please Him.  

 

God doesn’t change His position or His mind about anything, and here scripture is telling us 

that contributing our first and best are actually for our benefit. We all know that God doesn’t 

need our first and best, but God allows us to honor Him through our sacrifice. When we 

give our first and best, it honors God and benefits the entire community. But it goes much 

deeper than that.  

 

By giving our first and best, we are acknowledging that everything we have is a gift from 

Him. We understand that God blesses, therefore we should honor Him for giving it to us.  

After all, He provides all things to us including the rain to water the crops, the sun to warm 

them, the farmers who plant them, and the harvesters that bring them to market. So, when 

we see and partake of those first fruits…the grain, the sweet oil, and the meat, we might 

gain a better understanding of the grace and mercy of God, and that He provides all those 

wonderful things for our benefit.  



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: TWENTY-NINE 

LOOK FORWARD TO GOD’S PROMISE  

- Pastor Bob Burns 

 

“
I have thought much about your words and stored them in my heart so that they would hold me 

back from sin.” 

 

Psalm 119:11 Living Bible (TLB) 

 

I was looking at the different versions of this verse and found that most of them described David 

storing up God’s word in his heart so that he does not sin. 

 

What a great way to put aside for the future! A warehouse of God’s Word so that when disaster 

strikes, David will always have a surplus to use when times are desperate.  

 

The Message in Psalm 119:11-16 says it this way: 
“
How can a young person live a clean life? 

    By carefully reading the map of your Word. 

I’m single-minded in pursuit of you; 

    don’t let me miss the road signs you’ve posted. 

I’ve banked your promises in the vault of my heart 

    so I won’t sin myself bankrupt. 

Be blessed, God; 

    train me in your ways of wise living. 

I’ll transfer to my lips 

    all the counsel that comes from your mouth; 

I delight far more in what you tell me about living 

    than in gathering a pile of riches. 

I ponder every morsel of wisdom from you, 

    I attentively watch how you’ve done it. 

I relish everything you’ve told me of life, 

    I won’t forget a word of it.” 

 

Saving, storing, banking are all words that describe David’s pursuit in God’s Word and the value it 

holds in his life. To him, spending time in God’s Word is like having Fort Knox in his heart. No, it’s 

actually a lot more valuable than that.  David delights in what God tells him about living! Riches 

mean nothing to a man who is living in God’s wisdom! 

 

What’s more fun, depositing to or withdrawing from the bank? The same goes for God’s Word.  

Hearing from God on how we live our lives is far more enjoyable than amassing piles of gold and 

precious gems.  



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY THIRTY 

REPLACE YOUR FEARS WITH GREATER FAITH 

- Pastor Bob Burns 

 

“Who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our 

hope. And He will yet deliver us,
 
you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks 

may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers 

of many.” 

 

2 Corinthians 1:10-11 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

 

 

Moving was common in our military life. A few years here, another few months there, when   

finally we retired and moved to our current and hopefully final home.  Did you know that  

moving and finding another job is one of the most stressful things in American life? 

 

 

Yet, that is nothing compared to the sufferings of Paul as he moved throughout Asia.  

In this letter, Paul is telling the church in Corinth that no matter the suffering that he endures, 

it is for the glory of God. They are able to endure hardship and suffering, knowing that He will 

deliver them, even as they suffer greatly to the point of death.  

 

 

Paul’s fear was replaced with GREATER faith.  Faith that God endures. Faith that God 

delivers. Faith that the suffering of one or few is for the greater good. Paul knows that the 

suffering he feels is met in abundance by the comfort delivered by God.  

 

 

Comfort in affliction…I have seen those greatly afflicted, and have witnessed their birth into 

new life as they truly trusted God in their final comfort. That’s trust. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY THIRTY-ONE 

FAITH IS MORE THAN BELIEVING: TAKE THE NEXT STEP 

- Jeannie Zier 

 

“And Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’  Immediately he received his sight and 
began following him on the road.” 

 

Mark 10:52 
 

 

Are you the type of person that can take steps in life carefree and quickly?  Or are you the 
person that weighs decision heavily and moves slowly?  Perhaps you are afraid and hesitate 
to take next steps and keep the status quo? 

 
Achieving results in life, business and faith requires action, hard work and stepping out to 
make changes.  I am a “slow to move” person when taking new steps, but try to remember 
to keep a childlike faith.   

 
Kids often do not think before they speak or act - they operate without fear of the unknown 
or consequence and often get great results.  God wants us to behave in that fashion when 
making faith decisions.  I imagine Him saying “GO, I will walk alongside of you - TRUST, I 

will provide.”  He absolutely calls us to action - Mark 16:15 ( NLT) "Go into all the world and 
preach the Good News to everyone. 

 
In my life, I have made a few decisions with uncertainty, but trusted God and was blessed by 

my leap of faith.  Matthew 10:19 “...do not worry about what to say or how to say it.  At that 
time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you.”   

 
What is the next step in your faith walk?  Is it a decision made with a child like leap of 

faith?  Is it a slow step or are you stuck on the edge?  GREATER things can only be had if 

you dare to be GREATER in your walk with Christ, and take the next step toward His 

best for you.  God is faithful and will be on the other side waiting for you.  Deuteronomy 

31:8 (NIV) “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you 
nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 
 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY THIRTY-TWO 

DARE TO SELL OUT 

- Jeannie Zier 

 

“The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 
committed to him.” 

 

2 Chronicles 16:9 (NLTT) 

 

 
God works with “ordinary people to do extraordinary things”.  As an ordinary person who has 

chosen to sell out to God and work for Him, I have been blessed in many ways.  Proverbs 

28:20 (HCSB) “A faithful man will have many blessings.”  My faith journey is interesting and 
has taught me that we must have an authentic faith relationship with Jesus Christ.   

 

 
To sell out to something equates to a serious commitment.  It takes time and a trusting faith 

to be sure that the sell out is the best plan.  God will work through us with our individual 

gifts and talents, and will allow others to see Jesus through us.   

 

 
This sell out requires trust.  Trust that God is in control and has a plan for the path you are 

on.  Jeremiah 29:11 “ For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to  
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”   
 
 
All through the Bible there is evidence that God allowed His works to be seen through the 
lives of ordinary people.  They all had one commonality, they surrendered to His will.   
 

 
Surrender is a daunting task and takes work because we all have a tendency to want to    
micromanage the details and processes of our lives.  Sometimes selling out requires taking 

the next step of faith, daring to be bold so something GREATER can occur. 
 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY THIRTY-THREE 

CHOOSE GREATER HOPE 

- Jeannie Zier 

 

“Yet hope returns when I remember this one thing: The Lord’s unfailing love and mercy still continue, 
fresh as the morning, as sure as the sunrise.  The Lord is all I have, and so in him I put my hope.” 

 

Lamentations 3:21-24 

 

 

Hope is defined as a feeling of expectation; a feeling of trust.  This week trust is a theme that 
keeps rising to the surface in all of these actions God is challenging us too.  At this time in 
my life I am watching a dear friend battle cancer with unfailing hope that God is in control of 
her situation despite the bad news the doctors pile on her.  She anticipates the story that will 
result from her current  struggle - this is brave and bold.      

 
I wonder if I could hope for something great when faced with unimaginable challenge?  I    

often lean on a favorite scripture of mine when managing life’s challenges.  1 Thessalonians 

5:16 - 18 “Rejoice always,  pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

 
This challenge to choose hope is why I think we need to be in a constant state of building 

GREATER faith.  Hope drives out our worry, it brings joy, it requires that we               

understand that God has a great plan for us. 

 
What do you hope for?  Or what prevents you from feeling like you can hope?  It is my prayer 

for you today, that you can hope for something GREATER for your family, yourself and for 
your walk with Christ.  Be ready to see God move as you take the next step, sell out to Christ 
and hope for the way that God can use you to be a witness to others. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  THIRTY-FOUR 

HOW TO SET A FAITH GOAL 

- Jeannie Zier 

 

“I know that I have not yet reached that goal, but there is one thing I always do.  Forgetting the past 
and straining toward what is ahead, I keep trying to reach the goal and get the prize for which God 

called me through Christ to the life above.” 
 

Philippians 3:13-14 (NCV) 
 

 

Goals are a vital part of life.  I have been setting goals since I was a kid.  It keeps me        
organized,  focused, driven and moving toward the next step in life.  One important key to 
setting a goal is to set a time you want it accomplished.  Without a date, it is more of a hope 
or wish.  If we take what we have been learning this week we should be able to set a 

GREATER faith goal today.   
 

Ask yourself: 

 
1.  What are you doing to feed your spiritual health today?  How could you improve on 
that in the next 30 days? 
2.  How is faith lived out in your home?  With your kids?  Is there one thing you could 
do better today that would strengthen faith in your home?  Can this action be         
continued daily, weekly or monthly? 
3.  What are you doing in community that displays Christ as an important part of your 

life?  How could that be GREATER by the end of this year? 
 

All of these things are small goals toward living a GREATER life for Jesus Christ.  Set a faith 

goal today and be sure you are passionate about it.  Passion creates excitement and will    

allow God to move in your heart. 

 
I take this challenge today to continue to strengthen Christ in my home and with my 
kids.  The world around us is a daunting one and I want to be sure to equip them with a 
strong spirit to build their authentic faith with God. 

 

Proverbs 16:1 “We may make our plans, but God has the last word” 

Proverbs 16:3 “Ask the Lord to bless your plans, and you will be successful in carrying them 
out.” 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  THIRTY-FIVE 

GREATER FAITH HAS BIG DREAMS 

- Jeannie Zier 

 

“Now glory be to God, who by his mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than we 
would ever dare to ask or even dream of - infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, 

or hopes.” 
 

Ephesians 3:20 (TLB) 

 

 
Soak in that scripture for a minute.  How does that challenge you?  Do you feel like God is 
at work in your life?  Do you feel like you want God to be at work in your life?  What do you 
need to do today to make this verse active in your heart? 

 

 

Dreaming big requires an imagination, a freedom to try new things, a trust that God is  
listening to your prayers.  To be daring is an action and requires courage and           
bravery.  Reality and doubt can get in the way of dreams, but God dares us to imagine a 
greater path for ourselves. 
 

 

Jeremiah 32:27 (NLT) “ I am the Lord, the God of all the peoples of the world.  Is anything 
too hard for me?”   

Psalm 2:8 (NIV) “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the 
earth your possessions.” 

 

 
I have been witness to God at work in my life and in the lives of people around me, and it 

has made my life richer and inspires me to continue to grow in my faith.  Faith is complete 

trust or confidence in someone or something.  Do you have complete faith that God wants a 

life for you far better than you could imagine?  Dream big and watch for Greatness!      

 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY THIRTY-SIX 

DECISION-MAKING IS A FAITH BUILDING ACTIVITY 

- Pastor Terry Rolen 

 

 “
But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for a person with    

divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 
 
Such     

people should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.
  
Their loyalty is divided between God 

and the world, and they are unstable in everything they do.” 
 

James 1:6-8 
 
 

Anything is possible through prayer because anything is possible with God!  The power in 
prayer is directly related to the power of the One in whose name we pray! When we come to 
God in faith we should be single-minded in our confidence in the sovereign and absolute 
power of our God alone.   
 
 
James tells us in this verse that a person whose faith is not in God alone will be unstable. 
He is telling the church to know God’s will and pray for it… in earnest!  When are not clear in 
our prayers, when we pray vaguely, when we doubt God’s ability, it is like a ship being 
tossed around in choppy seas. Their direction and ultimate destination will be determined by 
the circumstances rather than God’s purposes brought about through prayer.   
 
 

 Pray the will of God.  

 Pray confidently in the power of God’s Spirit.   

 And expect God to do what He said He would do! 
 
 
A person of divided loyalty, James assures us, cannot expect to receive anything from the 

Lord.  But as we pray confidently in the Lord, consistent with His will, God will answer in 

mighty ways. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY THIRTY-SEVEN 

FAITH, NOT FEELINGS, PLEASES GOD 

- Pastor Terry Rolen 

 

And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and 
the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” 

Job 1:21 (ESV) 

 

It seems like when a person first chooses to follow Christ, God answers so many prayers in 
very obvious ways. It’s awesome and I’ve seen it so many times. Its like the Lord is         
confirming His existence. I know when I first chose to follow Christ, He just showed up in 
amazing ways. Simply (even silly) prayers were answered. I’d pray for a good parking spot 
at Wal-mart and get it! 
 
I know of a young believer who was just starting her walk with the Lord and was struggling to 
believe in God.  She was praying and searching so she decided to go to a bookstore to see 
if she could find some reason to believe in God. As she walked up and down the aisles of 
the books store, a book fell off the shelf. It was a book entitled, “Believe in the God who    
Believes in You!” 
 
God does amazing things like that. But isn’t it true He doesn’t always answer so quickly? It’s 
like He weans us from an infant dependency on quick fixes. He wants us to learn to trust 
Him more and more.  Because it is faith (trust) that pleases God, not feelings. 
 

Job’s story teaches us to trust God’s heart even when we can’t see His hand. We trust 

Him, we have faith that He is a Loving Heavenly Father that is working ultimate good for 
us. 
 
That is why it is ok to tell God exactly how you feel in the moment. You may be angry, sad, 

afraid, hopeful or joyful.  It’s faith, not feelings, that pleases God. What pleases God is 

when we trust Him, even when we don’t feel like it.  Never be afraid to tell God how you 
feel, because in so doing you are demonstrating faith in Him.  Faith that God is there, that 
He hears, that He cares and that He loves you.  And He does! 
 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY THIRTY-EIGHT 

EVERY DIFFICULTY IS FOR YOUR DEVELOPMENT 

- Pastor Terry Rolen 

 
“
For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all   

comparison” 
 

 2 Corinthians 4:17 

 
Whenever we face adversity one of the first questions we usually ask is, “why?” Why is this 
happening? Why me?  Why now? Have you ever noticed there is never a good time for    
adversity? No one ever signs up for it. And when it comes to knowing why, sometimes we 
get the answer to this question but often we do not.  Honestly, on this side of heaven, we will 
never know all the reasons why some pain comes our way. But what we do know is that 
God always works in every difficulty to develop our character, making us more and more like 
Jesus. 

 

So difficulty is a school. There are lessons we learn, weaknesses revealed and strengths 
developed through the school of “hard knocks” that are achieved no other way. As we walk 
with the Lord through adversity, we always come out stronger. 
 
 
This reminds me of a time years ago when I was a graduate student. Kristy and I lived in 
some brand-new apartments on Epworth Avenue in Wilmore Kentucky. One night after 
church we were in our bedroom relaxing when we smelled smoke and soon the smoke     
detectors were blaring. When we opened the closet where the furnace and water heater 
were we saw flames. We put out the flames and a disaster was averted. 
 
 
As it turned out the ventilation for the furnace and water heater were installed improperly. 
That adversity (flames) revealed trouble in the whole complex. As a result of the adversity, a 
weakness was exposed then corrected. The apartments were stronger and safer after the 
adversity. 
 
 
You might be facing a major difficulty right now (a fire): an illness, financial problem, a       

relationship conflict or hurt. God’s message to you is this. “Don’t give up!” Your troubles 
“are achieving for you an eternal glory” if you don’t give up!  



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY THIRTY-NINE 

GOD IS IN CONTROL IN YOUR DEAD END 

- Pastor Terry Rolen 

 

As it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom 
he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.” 

 

Romans 4:17 

 
 
There are circumstances we face in life that are beyond our control. This is a difficult reality 
to face for those of us who like to feel in control.  But all of us will find ourselves at the end of 
ourselves eventually; in a place or situation we are powerless to change.  Some of these 
dead ends have names: terminal cancer, divorce, bankruptcy, addiction, infertility,              
unemployment, to name a few. 
 
The truth is most things in life are beyond our control. Being in control is often just a myth. 
We are, after all, currently in space spinning on a big blue marble at 1,000 mph and hurling 
around the sun at 67,000mph. It is God and his mighty power that holds it together. If he can 
hold the universe and the earth in place, I can be comforted knowing he can hold me         
together when my life seems like its spinning out of control. The Apostles Paul reminded the 
church at Colossae of this when he wrote, ”He (Christ) holds all creation together”    

(Colossians 1:17). 
 
You know you are at a dead end when the situation is beyond your control. But here is the 

good news. No situation is ever beyond God’s control or intervention. God’s               

interventions in dead ends have a name too.  They are called miracles!  God can do what 

no human can do. God can raise the dead! 
 
When you find yourself at a dead end, don’t focus on what you can’t do. But rather focus on 

what only God can do. God can bring about resurrection. God can bring dead dreams to 

life.  God can help turn the page on a helpless situation to a new day. He can give us hope 
after a financial dead end. God can forgive us and restore us to fullness of life in Jesus. With 
God all things are possible. 



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 



DAILY DEVOTIONS:  DAY FORTY 

SEIZE THE MOMENT  

- Pastor Terry Rolen 

“Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. 
 
Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what 

the Lord wants you to do. “ 
 

Ephesians 5:15-16 

 
It is impossible to overestimate the power and role of dreams in human existence.  Dreams 
have brought us lifesaving medical breakthroughs and soul-stirring revival movements.  
Some of our greatest athletic achievements are the result of a personal dream.  The United 
States of America is the result of a dream of real democratic government by a group of      
patriots.  Martin Luther King Jr. changed the course of a nation because he had a dream.  
Your world and “the” world can be changed because of the dream inside you. 
 
In 1930, two young brothers named Dick and Maurice McDonald moved from New       
Hampshire to California to pursue the American dream of being successful.  After a few 
failed ventures, they struck gold when they opened a small drive-in restaurant.  By the      
mid-1950’s, their annual revenue was $350,000, and the brothers split $100,000 in profits. 
 
You might think, yes, the rest is history.  But you may be surprised to know the rest of the 
story.  In 1954, a man by the name of Ray Kroc came into the picture.  Ray Kroc saw        
potential that the brothers did not see.  In 1961, Kroc bought the exclusive rights to     
McDonald’s for the sum of $2.7 million – now with 21,000+ restaurants worldwide, the rest of 
the story is history indeed. 
 
The lessons learned from this story are: 

Don’t pull up short of your God-given dream. 

Don’t allow someone to out-dream you. 

Don’t allow someone else to finish your dream. 
 
Everyone has a dream, but most dreams don’t materialize because we are unwilling to take 
the necessary risk to make them happen. 

Christians look to Joseph, in the Old Testament, as the role model for dreaming big.       

Genesis 39 holds important lessons for all dreamers.  Some lessons in this chapter that can 
help us follow through with our dreams are: 

Know that God is with us (verses 2, 21, & 23). 

Know that God is aware of our actions (verse 9). 

Know that God can make the bitter things in life sweet (verses 21-23). 
 

Search your heart and mind to get in touch with the dream God has put inside you.  Then 
pray about it and seize the moment!   



WHAT DID YOU HEAR? 

What did God say to you as you read today’s Scripture and devotion? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

How does it apply to your life? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT WILL YOU DO? 

Don’t just be a hearer of the Word.  Be a doer of the Word. (James 1:22) 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NOW TALK TO GOD. 

This is where you turn your thoughts into prayer.  It could be prayer of gratitude or praise.  It could 

be a prayer of confession or a request for God’s help.  It’s up to you.  Take a minute to write a    

prayer of response to what God said to you. 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 




