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How to use this devotional: 
 
This devotional has been put together a little differently than devotions of years past. Each week will 
focus on the scripture theme of the week, and each day you'll be asked to interact with the content in a 
different way. Over the coming weeks, you'll immerse yourself in scripture, dive deep into introspection, 
carry out practical exercises, discuss and debate, make plans, and more.  
 
We encourage you to work through this study in the community of a small group. Starting in week one, 
there are seven daily activities for you to work through.  
 
Day 1: Start- Sunday join us for the sermon and take notes on the pages provided.  Sermon notes and an 
outline are available on the Bible App and also on the Bayside App. 
 
Day 2: Read- a few biblical passages to read and mark up. 
 
Day 3: Think- introspective questions to help you see how your mind and lifer currently display an 
understanding and application of the week's theme. 
 
Day 4: Pray- guided prayer exercises for a deeper walk with the Spirit into the week's theme. 
 
Day 5: Do- a few action items to help you put the week's theme into practice. 
 
Day 6: Meet- discussion questions for your small group or a trusted friend to walk through the 
devotional together.  The meet day is intended for the day that you meet with your small group, and you 
can adjust the rest of the weekly readings based on that schedule. 
 
Day 7: Rest/Family Talking Points- a day off to rest and celebrate God's goodness- or catch up! 
 
Enjoy this journey into the book of Acts.  Please feel free to reach out to any of the staff with questions. 
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READ || DAY TWO 
 
CIRCLE - the words or phrases that related to first-hand experience (seeing, hearing, 
appearing, receiving) 
UNDERLINE – phrases relating to the Holy Spirit 
 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until 
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in 
a few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.”  6 Then they gathered around him 
and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  7 He 
said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight.  10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 
men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
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THINK || DAY THREE 
 
Read Luke 24:44/Acts 1:8 
 
Last words are powerful things. We often think of words of love, comfort, or wisdom as 
we come to the end of our time on earth. But for Jesus (as with many things), his last words 
to the disciples were not quite what would be expected. 
 
Read Acts 1:4-9 
 
At this time, the Jewish people thought that the Messiah was coming to give Israel its 
physical kingdom back, so when the disciples asked Jesus in verse 6, “Lord, are you 
restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?”, they were asking a question that was 
important for their understanding of what was supposed to happen in light of the cross. 
 
His answers are not just for the eleven disciples gathered that day, but for the future 
disciples of generations to come;  
It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has set by His own authority. A 
gentle reminder that we are not in control, and that we do not always get to know what 
God’s plan is to the exact detail. 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you. A promise that even 
without control, the power of heaven would be with us. 
 
And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth. A charge to remove the borders or boundaries that we put on the Gospel and to 
take the Good News to the multitudes. 
 
As part of the multitude who has come thousands of years later, I am so thankful for the 
generations of disciples who shared what they witnessed, and did not lose sight of these 
essential truths: 

1. We are disciples. 
2. We are disciples who must make disciples. 
3. We are disciples who are empowered by the Holy Spirit as we go and make more 

disciples. 
 
Questions: 

1. How do we re-center ourselves to Jesus’ mission when we try to control things for 
our own purpose or preferences? 

2. In what ways do you feel like you are tapped into the power of the Holy Spirit? 
3. In what ways do you need more understanding or exploration of the power of the 

Holy Spirit? 
4. What understanding about discipleship can we learn from Jesus’ last words? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Read Luke 24:44-53 
  
Last words matter, don’t they? When I read these last words that Jesus gave to his disciples 
before He was taken up into heaven, I’m struck with two things: 1) Jesus explains what is 
going on and then he opens the minds of the disciples “so they could understand the 
Scriptures.” He was referring to the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. And 2) 
Jesus gives a command to “stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.” Here he is talking about a promise directly from the Father to be imparted to 
them. When Jesus is taken up into the heavens, the result of these last words brought great 
worship and joy. 
  
  
Read Acts 1:8 
  
Jesus says here in verse 4, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised…” and then later in verse 8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” Waiting precedes power. Notice that Jesus’ instruction is to 
wait on the Holy Spirit before they are deployed on mission. Throughout this study, our 
heart posture is to first receive. This week, let your prayer simply be to wait on the Lord 
and receive from Him, whatever He has for you. 
  
PRAY 
  
WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for all that He’s done in your life. Don’t worry about saying 
the wrong thing. For example: “I worship you God for providing for me and my family. I 
thank you for your grace. Etc.) 
  
  
  
  
LISTEN  
Prayer is a conversation. What is the Father saying to you? You can literally ask Him, 
“Father, is there anything you want to say to me today?” 
   
  
  
  
RECEIVE 
In your own words, ask the Spirit to open your heart and mind to receive all that He has 
for you. For example, “Holy Spirit, can you help settle my heart and mind from all 
distractions, can you open my heart and mind to what you have for me?”  
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DO || DAY FIVE 
 
Acts 1:8   
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Take some time today to study this Scripture in Acts chapter 1.  Think about what it is like 
to have the power of the Holy Spirit?  

1. Write down a time when you knew the Spirit of God was empowering you to do 
something.   

2. What did that feel like and what happened during that experience? 
3. How did you know that it was the Spirit of God? 

 
Study the word “witnesses” from Acts 1:8. 

1. What do you think it means to be a witness for Jesus Christ?   
2. How does this verse relate to the Great Commission found in Matthew 

28:19?  “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you.  Surely I am with you always to the end of the age.”  

 
Jesus is telling the disciples to witness in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth.  When reading this Scripture, consider how it can apply it to our own 
community.  Jerusalem represents an area we are very familiar with, possibly the city we 
live in, but think about a common place you visit regularly like the gym, the coffee shop, 
or even a friend’s house.  Judea is the larger surrounding area, and Samaria would be a 
completely different area, somewhat close, but not familiar.  

1. Write down places in your life that are your Jerusalem?  Your Judea?  Your 
Samaria?   

2. What does “to the end of the earth” mean to you?   
 
Use the columns below to list different ways that you have witnessed in those areas, and 
different ways you could be a witness for Jesus in your Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.   
 
 Jerusalem Judea Samaria 
Ways I have witnessed    

Ways I can be a witness 
 

   

 
 
 
Take some time today to select one of the potential ways you could be a witness in “your” 
Jerusalem, Judea or Samaria, and go for it this week.  Consider inviting a friend to join you 
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in this exercise for encouragement and accountability.  Continue thinking and praying 
about how God empowers us to be His witnesses.   
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 

When God’s people gather together amazing things take place. The goal of gathering 
together provides a chance for people to share their stories, a time to celebrate one another, 
to thank God for what He has done (and is doing), and most of all to pray for one another.  

Start your group with introductions.  After that, ask one person to share their story and after 
they share pray for them as a group. Once they share, ask who would be willing to share 
next week.  

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities, honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group:   

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like us to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS GUIDE 
 

A goal of Family Ministry is to partner with you and resource you during this all-church 
series.  We hope to help you embrace each phase of childhood as you leave a legacy of 
faith.  A phase is a “time frame in a kid’s life when you can leverage distinctive 
opportunities to influence their future.”    

In Deuteronomy 6, Moses said, “impress these commandments upon your children when 
you sit at home, when you walk along the road, when you get up, and when you lie 
down.”  Family Ministry recommends a great tool through parentcue.org to suggest that 
there are four ways you can consider adding Bible discussions and connections with your 
children into your day without adding another thing to the list.   

MORNING TIME | “Be a coach and offer encouraging words, and instill a sense of 
purpose for the day.” Offer a power verse that they might feel is applicable to their day.  

DRIVE TIME | “Be a friend and offer casual dialog and interpret thoughts, life, and the 
Bible together.”  Talk about a highlight from your Sunday experience and invite them to 
weigh in on their weekly Bible lesson from Sunday or Wednesday groups. 

MEAL TIME | “Be a teacher and make the conversation a little more formal and establish 
values.”  Read a passage of scripture from our corresponding chapter in Acts and discuss 
its meaning over a meal or dig deeper into the morning verse you have selected. 

BED TIME | “Be a counselor and build a deeper connection with a more intimate 
discussion.” Pray together, and ask them how they are feeling about their spiritual 
journey.  Ask them how you can help them grow to become more like Jesus and how they 
can help you too! 

THEIR TIME | (Preteen-teenager) When your teen wants to talk, MEET them where 
they like to be and engage them.  Then pay attention to facial expression/reactions as you 
are having a conversation. 

Keep in mind that your children are somewhere on the spectrum of ages, phases, and 
spiritual maturity.  Depending on your family’s current devotional patterns, just take our 
talking points as a suggestion.  Select the question you think is age/phase appropriate and 
fit them in with the time you are already using.  If you need a family rhythm of devotion, 
consider one of the four or five styles listed above. 

Children’s Ministry (Grades 2 - 4), The Bridge and Student Ministries will be covering the 
book of Acts in an age appropriate Wednesday Night small group this fall.  On Sundays, 
our departments will have topical messages that are independent of the series but reference 
to Acts will be incorporated as appropriate. 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
Acts 1:8 “But the Holy Spirit will come on you and give you power. You will be my 
witnesses. You will tell people everywhere about me—in Jerusalem, in the rest of Judea, 
in Samaria, and in every part of the world.” 

1. Depending on your child’s age and spiritual journey, they may or may not have 
heard of the Ascension.  Take time to talk about this with them and the importance 
of Jesus telling the apostles to wait on “the gift from the Father; the Holy Spirit.” 
(Acts 1:4b-5) 

2. Discuss what it might mean to be “clothed in the Holy Spirit.” (Luke 24:49) We 
have covered the Armor of God with most kids recently and this will be a good 
time to let them tell you about it! 

3. This is also a great week to talk about the Trinity.  Do some reflecting on the 
different roles of God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  In the book 
of Acts, we are going to focus on the Holy Spirit.   

4. If your kids were with us at Kids Camp this year, our weekly power verse was 
Ephesians 6:10, “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His mighty 
power.”  Power = Holy Spirit.  They sang about it every night.  Re-visit the VBS 
Knights of North Castle songs for a fun night of family worship. 

5. Jesus tells us that when we receive the Holy Spirit, we will be “witnesses to the end 
of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) Discuss how your child can be a witness for Jesus.  If we 
are the witnesses, we are the church, and we can take the “church/Holy Spirit” with 
us wherever we go. 
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READ || DAY TWO 
 
Notice the activity of the Holy Spirit here in Acts 2 as the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
promises of God and how many of the people present found the work of God confounding.  
 
CIRCLE – each time you find a question asked. 
UNDERLINE – what you think is the answer to each questions you find. 
 
 2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 
on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them. 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because 
each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native 
language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,[b] 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and 
Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and 
perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 
Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what 
I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, 
this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
17 “‘In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’[c] 
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you 
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 
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know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and 
you, with the help of wicked men,[d] put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God 
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible 
for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him: 
“‘I saw the Lord always before me. 
    Because he is at my right hand, 
    I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
    my body also will rest in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
    you will not let your holy one see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’[e] 
29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was 
buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had 
promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing 
what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned 
to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and 
we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the 
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David 
did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
    “Sit at my right hand 
35 until I make your enemies 
    a footstool for your feet.”’[f] 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise 
is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will 
call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to their number that day. 
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THINK || DAY THREE 
 

Read Acts 2:1-4 
When the Holy Spirit enters the room at Pentecost, everything changes. Even though the 
Spirit had been promised by Jesus, It is doubtful that anyone was ready for the dramatic 
moment when that violent, rushing wind filled the home, when the flaming tongues 
appeared, or when the Spirit rested on each one of them. 
 
The Greek word for “Spirit” is pneuma, which actually can be translated to mean “breath, 
or wind”. The pneuma is the soul, the life giving spirit, and as the hagios pneuma (or most 
holy spirit) filled the home, its very breath poured out the power needed to walk in the 
presence of God. 
 
Acts goes on to show us that the power of this most Holy Spirit filled the apostles so that 
the Gospel was being spoken in a way that everyone who gathered understood what was 
being said in their own language. At first, the crowd was flabbergasted, then doubtful, but 
Peter stood up, raised his voice, and preached the Gospel for the very first time. You can 
read this sermon in Acts 2:14-36. 
 

Read Acts 2:32-41. 
When your pneuma comes from God, the power within you is a promise. 
 God is near. 
 God fights for you. 
 God goes before you. 
 God intercedes for you. 
 God is with you. 
 
The power of this hagios pneuma is available to every believer. It is mind blowing to think 
that the power of God that lived in Jesus Christ, that lived in Peter, in the men and women 
of faith we’ll continue to read about over the next weeks, is the same power that we have 
access to the same power that lives within us. 
 
Questions: 

1. Why do you think God had the Holy Spirit move in at Pentecost in such a dramatic 
way? 

2. The arrival and movement of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost came about in a way that was 
probably very unexpected for the people gathered there. In what ways are you prepared 
for a movement of the Holy Spirit in your life? In what ways can we prepare to be 
unprepared for when the Holy Spirit is ready to move in a dramatic way? 

3. In your opinion, what makes a person powerful? What do you think Jesus would say 
makes a person powerful? 

4. When our spiritual power is dependent on the pneuma of Christ, it should rearrange our 
way of thinking about what we are capable of, and how we are capable of following 
whatever calling Jesus is bringing us into. What are some things that maybe feel out of 
your power, but may be the things that you’re being called to step into through the 
power of Christ? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 
 
Read Acts 2:1-41 
 
What stands out to you as you read this very important moment in history? For me, I think 
about Peter. He was the one who denied Jesus…even three times. After Jesus’ resurrection, 
Jesus and Peter have a moment. It’s one of the most beautiful moments that give us hope 
when we think we’ve run out of chances. In that conversation found in John 21, Peter has 
a “cut to the heart” moment himself. Jesus restores him, and as a result, we now have the 
epic sermon from the Apostle Peter, being empowered by the Holy Spirit to boldly preach 
in front of thousands. It says that people were “cut to the heart,” so much so that they asked 
the disciples: “Brothers, what should we do?” (vs 37). Peter replied, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children 
and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:37-39). If 
God can use Peter like this, he can use us through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
PRAY 
  
WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for all that He’s done in your life. Don’t worry about saying 
the wrong thing. “God, thank you for giving me second and third and fourth chances…”  
  
  
  
  
LISTEN  
In your own words, confess the things that genuinely cut you to the heart. Don’t stay in the 
shame, but walk out in the victory that is yours through the blood of Jesus because he has 
paid for it all. “Is there anything in my life that keeps me from you? Wash me clean with 
your blood…make me new…”  
   
  
  
  
RECEIVE 
God loves you so much and desires to restore you just like Peter and walk with you closer 
than any person you’ve ever known. In your own words, ask “Father, please heal my heart. 
Fill me afresh with your Holy Spirit. I now receive the power of the Holy Spirit that you 
promised me. Can you show me what you have for me this week?” 
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DO || DAY FIVE 
 
Acts 2:2-4 
 
“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” 
 
We read in Acts 2 how the promised coming of the Holy Spirit comes down from heaven 
like a violent wind and tongues of fire.  Last week we learned how the power of the Holy 
Spirit works in our lives and empowers us to be witnesses for Jesus. 
 
Have you identified your Jerusalem, Judea,and Samaria?  Where are those places in your 
life? 
 
Peter gives the sermon at Pentecost in Acts 2.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Peter 
witnesses to the people of Judea. 

1. What are the key parts of the sermon that Peter gives on the day of Pentecost? 
2. Last week we talked about what it means to be a witness for Jesus.  This week, 

commit to sharing about the impact Jesus has made on your life with another person 
that doesn’t know your story.   

3. Look for opportunities to show others your faith and relationship with Jesus. That 
might mean sharing your story or the Gospel message with someone, or helping 
someone you know in need.   

4. Spend some time reflecting on the different ways we reflect our faith in everyday 
life. 

 

As a result of Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, thousands of people committed their 
lives to Christ that day. 
 
Acts 2:41 
 
“So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.” 

  



28 | P a g e  
 

  



29 | P a g e  
 

MEET || SMALL GROUP 

In Acts 2 we read that “Suddenly a sound like a blowing wind came from heaven and filled 
the whole house where they were sitting”.  May you experience similar power from His 
spirit in your time of sharing and praying. Remember that amazing things happen when the 
people of God gather. Allow yourself to be open to what He is saying to you in your time 
together and be an active listener in how He is at work in each one of your lives. 

Start your group with an opening prayer. After that, ask the person that has agreed to share 
their story to share, once they share; ask who would be willing to share next week, and after 
they share reflect together as a group. 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities, honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading, what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. In what areas of your life are you celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
Acts 2:25-28 “King David said this about him: ‘I see that the Lord is always with me.  I will 
not be shaken, for He is right beside me.  No wonder my heart is glad, and my tongue shouts 
His praises!  My body rests in hope.  For you will not leave my soul among the dead or 
allow your Holy One to rot in the grave. You have shown me the way of life, and you will 
fill me with the joy of your presence.” 

1. God uses ordinary people to share the good news of Jesus with the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples that was emboldened by the Holy 
Spirit and spoke of Jesus and many people were saved and baptized.  Talk about 
how your child might be bold and find ways to share Jesus with others. 

2. Older teenagers, or those more mature in their faith, may wish to dig into some of 
the scriptures in the first half of Acts 2: 1 – 41.  Together you can dialog about the 
crowds, confusion, persecution, and the hope found in Jesus through salvation.   

3. Talk about Baptism*.  Share your story of baptism with your child and celebrate 
their own story, if they have experienced this Spiritual milestone. (Acts 2:38-
41).  Those that are approaching the decision to be baptized may enjoy talking about 
this next step of faith. 

4. Pray together that God will pour His Spirit out in your hearts and daily lives in a 
new way so that you grow more mature in your faith in the next weeks as an 
individual and as a family. 

*There will be many opportunities to talk about baptism in this series.  If you think you or 
your child is ready and you would like additional information, please contact us at the 
church office.  Baptism will be offered at the end of this series on November 20. 
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READ || DAY TWO 

Acts 2:42-47   
Any And All 
 
CIRCLE – Circle at least 5 activities you see the early church engaged in here. 
 
UNDERLINE – Any occurrences of the words “All” “Every” “Everyone” “Anyone” 
 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every 
day they continued to MEET together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
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THINK || DAY THREE 

Read Acts 2:42-47 
 
When Jesus was practicing His earthly ministry, He was in charge of running the show. 
The teaching, the miracles, the gatherings all centered around Him; in our passage of Acts 
this week, we get a glimpse of what it looked like when His followers were having to lead 
without Him there.  
 
It goes without saying, but Jesus was such an incredible leader. His followers are able to 
take what they’ve learned from Him and without Him being physically present, create a 
Church that is generous and growing.  
 
It can be easy to sit in a weekly church service and take in everything happening without 
realizing that the weekly gathering is not the main point of the Church. When we look to 
the example Jesus set, and the example the apostles gave us, we see that the point of the 
Church is not to gather once a week to worship, but to live in communion with the Spirit 
and each other to bring heaven to earth. We don’t go to church; we are the Church. We are 
all missionaries in our own neighborhoods. Acts 2:42-47 sets up this idea of holy 
community for us. 
 
The apostles took ownership of bringing out the redemptive love of God in their 
neighborhoods. Rather than seeing Jesus as the only one able to care, teach, and restore, 
they saw themselves as sharing the responsibility. When we are filled with the power of 
the Spirit and look to Jesus as our guide, we, too, are called to share the responsibility of 
partnering with whatever movement God is doing around us. We are missionaries called 
to be the Church in the neighborhoods we’ve been planted in. 
 
While our lifestyles in 2022 are vastly different from the lifestyle of a first century Galilean, 
we can still find ways to cultivate holy communities in the neighborhoods we’re in. We 
learned it from Jesus; lead with love, and share the important and not so important moments 
of life together. 
 
Questions: 

1. What has Jesus and the apostles taught us about holy community? What are the 
most important characteristics of a holy community?  

2. What type of “neighborhoods” are you planted in? Your physical neighborhood, 
your work environments, the schools you’re connected to, the play groups your kids 
are in… these are neighborhoods. What are your unique mission fields? 

3. Do you see yourself as a missionary? What do you think a missionary is supposed 
to do? How does that align with the missionaries we see in our scripture today?  

4. Prayerfully consider which neighborhood you want to start your missionary journey 
in to bring out this holy community. What does it look like to devote yourself to 
teaching, fellowship, food, and prayer (or your own version of this) in the mission 
field/neighborhood you’re called to? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Read Acts 2:42-47 
 
What stands out to you in this passage? I cannot read this passage without noticing just 
how much of a family God’s people are meant to be. Family that gathers around the 
Presence of God. As the early church did this, God did astonishing things. It says, “And 
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles.” Have you ever experienced awe like this when you met with family and friends? 
This is not so much an equation, but an invitation. One cool definition of the word intimacy 
I recently heard was “In-to-me-you-see…” I really like this because it means that we 
become vulnerable with each other. We see the depths of each other. What if we invited 
God in those spaces too? For me, I had to go through an extended season of isolation where 
the Lord showed me a crucial life lesson: God created me for community, not to quarantine 
myself emotionally and physically from everyone around me and instead lean on the family 
of God. I broke down and realized just how much I needed people. This all revolves around 
gathering around God’s Presence as we learn from what Jesus taught through the 
Scriptures. What if we let each other in those spaces? What if we invited God to be in those 
spaces.  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” -Jesus (Revelation 3:20)  
 
PRAY 
  
WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for all that He’s done in your life. Do you feel like you 
keep saying the same things? That’s okay! There’s a LOT to be thankful for. Turn your 
heart towards the One who loves you better than anyone else. 
  
  
  
LISTEN  
In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal what your attitude towards other people 
is. Remember that what He reveals, He longs to heal. Ask the Lord to show you 
opportunities, even people’s faces, to gather in His name and truly belong to a family. The 
enemy will try to make you believe that you don’t belong anywhere. This is not true. You 
belong in the family of God.  
   
  
  
RECEIVE 
The Scripture says, “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore, He will rise up to 
show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for Him!” 
(Isaiah 30:18). In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit, “Lord, what do you long to do in 
and through me? I receive it…”  
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Acts 2:42-47 
 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in 
common.  They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.   Every 
day they continued to MEET together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 
 
Verse 42 points out four things that the believers did.  They learned what the apostles were 
teaching, they were in fellowship, they took communion together, and they prayed 
together.  We also read that they gave to anyone in need and worshiped God 
together.  Reflect on your spiritual life.  Create a pie chart of your life with the spiritual 
disciplines below.  Think about where you are spending the most time, where are you 
spending the least and consider why and how those areas affect your spiritual life. 
 

1. Time spent in God’s Word 
2. Fellowship with other Christians 
3. Taking communion  
4. Prayer 
5. Giving 
6. Worship 

 
See the pie chart example below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After you have time to evaluate your spiritual life, pick one discipline that you can 
incorporate more into your life.  Write down the name of one person that you can share 
this with and use as an accountability partner.  Maybe you and your partner want to:  
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1. Commit to praying together over the next 10 weeks of this series.  
2. Join a small group for more time in fellowship with other Christians.   
3. Take communion together on a weekly basis, or as a family. 

 
These are just examples, choose an area where you personally see room to grow. 
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 

The church has formed! Within six verses, Acts 2:42-47, we see a great example of what 
the body of Christ in motion can do! Some of these things you most likely will even 
experience in your time together today. Think about what a beautiful time, in Acts 2, it 
must have been to experience this new thing all together. Remember that these things can 
still be experienced today! The Holy Spirit desires to still empower and lead His people 
into motion. 

Read Acts 2:42-47 again as a group, Ask the person that has agreed to share their story to 
share.  After they have shared, pray for them and reflect together as a group, Ask the group 
who would be willing to share next week, 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group. 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
Acts 2:44 “And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had.” 

1. Believers need community.  Your first community is with your family unit in your 
home.  This week consider planning a Meal Time together to read this scripture, 
talk about it and consider finishing by taking communion together.   

2. If it is your first time sharing communion together as a family, take advantage of 
this beautiful time of remembrance.  Consider making some bread or muffins 
together, select a special juice, light a candle and make it unique to your family and 
what fits your needs and style.   

3. Communion passage option: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
a. Depending on the age of your children, communion might not be a step of 

faith they are ready for.  Talk about salvation and how we can accept Jesus 
as our Savior and that is what will empower us to go out from our homes to 
share the Gospel. 

b. Communion is available most 1st Sundays at Bayside.  Consider having 
your student join you in the sanctuary or make this a regular time in your 
week for it at home.  Taking communion is not a regular part of The Student 
Ministry and we do not take communion in The Children’s Ministry. 
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READ || DAY TWO 

CIRCLE – Each time you see an ordinary person doing and ordinary thing. 
 
UNDERLINE – Each time you see an ordinary person doing an extraordinary thing. 
 
3 One-day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the 
afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called 
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple 
courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter 
looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them 
his attention, expecting to get something from them. 
6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and 
instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to 
walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising 
God. 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as 
the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 
Peter Speaks to the Onlookers 
11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running 
to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: 
“Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own 
power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant, Jesus. You handed him over to be 
killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You 
disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You 
killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By 
faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ 
name and the faith that comes through Him that has completely healed him, as you can all 
see. 
17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But 
this is how God fulfilled what He had foretold through all the prophets, saying that His 
Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that He may send the 
Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 Heaven must receive Him until 
the time comes for God to restore everything, as He promised long ago through His holy 
prophets. 22 For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 23 Anyone who 
does not listen to him will be completely cut off from their people.’[a] 
24 “Indeed, beginning with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have foretold these 
days. 25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. 
He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be 
blessed.’[b] 26 When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by 
turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 
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4 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and 
John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the 
apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They 
seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next 
day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed 
grew to about five thousand. 
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas 
the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high 
priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: 
“By what power or what name did you do this?” 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If 
we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was 
lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of 
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God 
raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is “‘the stone you 
builders rejected,     which has become the cornerstone.’[a]  12 Salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus. 14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, 
there was nothing they could say. 15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the 
Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they 
asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we 
cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we 
must warn them to speak no longer to anyone in this name.” 
18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, 
or to him? You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have 
seen and heard.” 
21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because 
all the people were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the man who was 
miraculously healed was over forty years old. 
The Believers Pray 
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the 
chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices 
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth 
and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of 
your servant, our father David: 
“‘Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
against the Lord 
    and against his anointed one.[b]’[c] 
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel 
in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did 
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what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider 
their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out 
your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant 
Jesus.” 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
The Believers Share Their Possessions 
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 
was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles 
continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so 
powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from 
time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the 
sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 
encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ 
feet. 
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THINK || DAY THREE 

Read Acts 3:1-7 
 
There are a lot of ordinary things happening in the beginning scene of Acts 3. Ordinary men 
(Peter and John), doing an ordinary task (going to the temple), seeing an ordinary sight (a 
beggar at the gates). 
 
You’ve just read this scripture, so you know an extraordinary thing is about to happen. But 
at what point does this passage move from the ordinary to the extraordinary?  
 
For the beggar, maybe this encounter didn’t turn extraordinary at the moment when he was 
healed in verse 7, but when Peter asked him to look at him in verse 4? It is so easy for us, 
when we’re in our “ordinary,” to not see what’s happening in the background. For this lame 
beggar, how many other people’s backgrounds had he’d been relegated to? How many times 
had eyes skated over him, unseeing and uncaring? 
 
Maybe the first step to “extraordinary” starts at just “ordinary,” in letting ourselves really 
look at the ordinary around us and see what (or who) really needs the extraordinary power 
of Jesus to enter the scene. 
 
Read Acts 4:13-14 
 
A special detail about this encounter is that the men that were putting Peter and John on trial 
for doing this extraordinary thing in the name of Jesus were the same men who crucified 
Jesus. They kept trying to stop this extraordinary thing from happening and changing the 
status quo, but these seemingly ordinary men kept getting in their way.  
 
There is no denying that when Jesus enters the scene, anything can happen. He is able to do 
more than we could ever ask or imagine, so it shouldn’t surprise us when Jesus enters the 
ordinary scenes of our day and turns them extraordinary. And yet, it does surprise us. So 
here is a toast, to never letting ourselves think that the extraordinary is impossible.  
 
Questions: 

1. Peter and John, while just ordinary people, had confidence in Jesus, knowing how 
extraordinary He was. What would you rate your own confidence in Jesus? Do you 
think you make space for Jesus to do extraordinary things in your life? 

2. How have your spiritual practices, like worship and prayer, maybe become 
predictable and ordinary? What can you do to get back the freshness of relating to 
an extraordinary God? 

3. What is in the background of your “ordinary” that you need to notice and bring to 
Jesus? What are some steps you can take over the next three months to do that? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Review Acts 3 & 4 
 
What an incredible book so far, right? So many miraculous things have transpired. It is just 
the beginning! So often we read these chapters and think, “I could never do that.” The truth 
is that you’re right, because we can’t do miraculous things like this in our own strength or 
power, only by the name of Jesus. It’s also astonishing to think that Jesus Himself said we 
would do even greater things than these because of Him (John 14:12). What strikes me as 
I read these chapters is not just the miracles of healing, but the incredible faith and boldness 
of Peter & John. But I love what Peter said when everyone noticed that the man had been 
miraculously healed: “Why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own 
power or godliness we had made this man walk?” (vs 12).  Even when Peter and John are 
arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin, even the religious leaders of the day could not 
deny what happened (vs 14). One key takeaway for me is this: When our confidence is not 
in our own power, but in the name of Jesus, God can do impossible things through us. I 
don’t understand it or have a formula to recreate it. All I know is that Peter and John had 
such faith and dependence on the Holy Spirit, following God even when persecution came. 
Sometimes we want the miracle without ramifications of persecution. Sometimes we seek 
the gift and not the giver. Sometimes we seek the miracle and not the healer. These stories 
challenge our faith and inspire us to follow Jesus no matter the cost. May it be said of us 
what was said of Peter and John: “When they saw the courage of Peter and  John, and 
realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note 
that these men had been with Jesus.”  
 
PRAY 
  
WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for the miracles He’s done in your life. Turn your heart 
towards the One who loves you better than anyone else. 
   
LISTEN  
In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal what your attitude towards other people 
are. Remember that what he reveals, he longs to heal. Ask the Lord to show you 
opportunities, even people’s faces, to gather in His name and truly belong to a family. The 
enemy will try to make you believe that you don’t belong anywhere. This is not true. You 
belong in the family of God.  
    
RECEIVE 
The Scripture says, “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore, he will rise up to 
show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!” 
(Isaiah 30:18). In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit, “Lord, what do you long to do in 
and through me? I receive it…”  
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Acts 4:13 
 
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished.  And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus.  But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing 
to say in opposition.” 
 
There is a perception among some believers that pastors and church leaders are the ones 
qualified to share the Word of God with others, not your regular, everyday Christian.  But 
in Acts 4 the Scripture distinctly points out that Peter and John were ordinary, unschooled, 
common men, and they performed miracles in the name of Jesus…WOW!  Reflect on 
things that you once wanted to do, but didn’t because you felt you were unqualified.  Write 
them down here: 
 
 

 

 
Sometimes we can be intimidated by our own weaknesses.  Those weaknesses, or self -
doubt, lack of degrees or lack of education sometimes cause us to disqualify 
ourselves.  Throughout the book of Acts, and the Bible, we learn that God calls the 
unqualified because He qualifies the called.  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 12:9,  
 
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.” 
 
Consider what you listed above.  Would you be willing to pursue that dream again? Why 
or why not? Write down some practical next steps to getting closer to that goal.   
 
 
 

At the end of Acts 4 we learned about how the believers were of one heart and mind and 
had everything in common with each other.  They shared a common love for Jesus and a 
common goal to share the Gospel.  Are you involved with a circle of friends, small group, 
or others that share the same love of Christ?  If you are, do something this week to serve 
that group of believers.  Maybe you want to provide a meal, or a get together at your home, 
or know a specific need of one person.  If not, join a small group or start one for the 
remainder of our series.  Contact the church office to find out how. 
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus. But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there 
was nothing they could say.” - Acts 4:13-14.  

The Spirit of God doesn’t just use the most educated, it doesn’t just use the most talented, 
the Spirit of God uses the faithful. May we pray and strive for dependence on God. May we 
remind ourselves today as a group that it is He who does the miracle. Let’s honestly seek 
Him to do the same in our midst! 

Open today’s group by asking the person that has agreed to share their story to share. Once 
they share, pray for them, then ask who in the group would be willing to share next week.  
Reflect together as a group. 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 

Acts 4:32-33 “All the believers were united in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of 
their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the 
apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and God’s grace was 
powerfully at work in them all.” 

1. As you read through these two chapters of Acts the powerful name of Jesus is 
revealed.  Faith in Jesus is something that inspires us to share His love and grace 
with others.  What does it mean to you to be a devoted follower of Jesus?   

2. Read Galatians 5:22-23 and talk about the Fruit of the Spirit. 
3. What is your salvation story?  Why do you believe in Jesus?  When did you ask him 

into your life?  What a great Meal Time or Bed Time conversation.   
4. Seek out and listen to some specific songs that praise the name of Jesus during any 

of the four intentional times of the week.  Talk about the words of the song and what 
they mean to you. 

5. For preschool kids the story from chapter 3 is told through a song called “Silver and 
Gold Have I None.” 

6. Morning Time opportunities this week would be to talk about prayer needs.  How 
can I pray for you today?  Is there someone in your class that we should pray for 
together this week?  Is there a neighbor, friend, teacher, or relative that needs a note 
of encouragement this week?  Peter went out and healed a beggar in Acts 3. You 
might not be running out and laying hands on people, but offering words of grace 
and compassion can heal. 
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READ || DAY TWO 

CIRCLE – Each time you see the Gospel spreading. 
 
UNDERLINE – Each time you see persecution or hardship. 
 
5 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of 
property. 2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but 
brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet. 
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied 
to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the 
land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money 
at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to 
human beings but to God.” 
5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what 
had happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried 
him out and buried him. 
7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked 
her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” 
“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 
9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet 
of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, 
finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the 
whole church and all who heard about these events. 
The Apostles Heal Many 
12 The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers 
used to MEET together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join them, even 
though they were highly regarded by the people. 14 Nevertheless, more and more men and 
women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15 As a result, people brought 
the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might 
fall on some of them as he passed by. 16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around 
Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were 
healed. 
The Apostles Persecuted 
17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 
Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and 
brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about 
this new life.” 
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THINK || DAY THREE 

Through Acts 4, the apostles and disciples have had a lot of wins. Signs and miracles are 
happening, and lives are being transformed through the power of the Holy Spirit. Luke 
writes that there is true communion and boldness among the believers, and that they are 
growing and flourishing. 
 
However, at some point the honeymoon phase has to end. In chapter five, we start to see 
opposition against these men and women of the early church. We see administrative issues 
arising and needing to be addressed. We see leaders being spread thin, and having to 
navigate difficult situations. 
 
Stephen, who we first meet in chapter six, was one of the leaders chosen to care for the 
growing number of believers, namely the widows. His ministry was so powerful that he 
angered the Jewish leaders, who were fearing that they would lose their influence. In Acts 
6:12, Stephen is seized and taken in front of the Sanhedrin. After addressing them, we see 
the first act of violence against Christ’s Church. 
 
Read Acts 7:51-60, Acts 8:1-2 
 
How terrifying were those final moments for Stephen? To be drug through the crowd, for 
the dust to choke him, for the first stone to be thrown, and then another? In those moments, 
Stephen did not face his persecutors and cry out for vengeance or justice, but instead asked 
for peace and forgiveness. 
 
In our own moments of persecution, it can be easy to call for the heads of the people who 
have wronged us, but when we look to Jesus, and to these early followers, they faced 
persecution with grace and forgiveness. And the Church still grew. 
 
Stephen was the first martyr, and his persecution did not end with the joyful exclamation 
point of a miraculous rescue from disaster. An easy place for our minds to go is to ask, 
“Why? Why does God allow suffering and persecution to happen?” 
 
Honestly, the “why” question will never really be answered. There is no formula to 
suffering, there is no one answer that can make it all okay. But as much as we hate being 
persecuted for our faith, as much as we hate suffering in general, we have to remember, “I 
belong to God, and I don’t answer to anyone else (Acts 5:29-32).”  
 
When we are suffering and in pain, here is what we can hold onto:  

1. God is impossibly loving. There is nothing in God that is abusive, neglectful, 
hateful, or wicked. 

2. God is really good at restoring things. There is nothing so broken that God cannot 
redeem it. 

3. God is always paying attention, and always moving.  
4. When we are the most broken, Jesus is as close as our own breath. Jesus wept over 

grief and death. So it’s okay to grieve, because our Messiah did, too. 
5. God has given us each other to help and comfort each other when we are persecuted. 
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The church will keep being persecuted. Life will always be hard. Stephen knew that. We 
know that. But what Stephen also knew was that God was there, even in the persecution, 
even in the hard times. Persecution and suffering are hard to think about, and impossible 
to explain. But when we face persecution, like Stephen, we can focus on the hope; Jesus is 
there with you, and His mercy has already won. 
 
Questions: 

1. Looking back at a moment where you felt disappointed or threatened, what reasons 
could you see for God allowing that event to happen? 

2. When we feel threatened, what are some reminders we can use to trigger a response 
of grace and forgiveness towards the people or situations threatening us? 

3. How can we draw out the goodness of God in dark and difficult situations? When 
we struggle to find that goodness, what can we do to cope with the darkness around 
us? 

4. How can we better support our brothers and sisters when they are being persecuted? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Review Chapters 5, 6, & 7 
What stands out to you? These passages are so visceral as we picture these scenes as in a 
movie. The more the religious and political leaders tried to snuff out the Name of Jesus, 
the more and more the Gospel of Jesus spread. Undeniable signs and wonders are 
happening right in front of the people and as a result the renown of Jesus is growing. The 
religious leaders become more enraged. Then they run into this man by the name of 
Stephen. Stephen is full of the Spirit and has the audacity to stand in the face of the 
Sanhedrin and call out their hypocrisy so that they would see Jesus Christ was the Messiah. 
After he does this, they are so possessed with murderous rage that they begin to throw 
stones at Stephen until he is dead. Still, the Scripture says, “Then he fell on his knees and 
cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.” 
 
While they were throwing their stones, they laid their clothes at the feet of a young man 
named Saul, who would later become one of the greatest missionaries for the Gospel the 

n. I’ve often wondered “Was the prayer of the martyred Stephen through world has ever see
the Apostle Paul? 
 
PRAYER 
 

WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for all that he’s done to bring you into this moment in your 
life. For example: “God, I thank you for the boldness of the generations before me who 
followed you and showed me the way.”  
 
LISTEN  

As you pray, what is the Father saying to you?  
 
RECEIVE 
In this moment, pause and just receive the love of the Father. Cast all your anxieties on 
him, for he loves you (1 Peter 5:7). 
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Acts 5:38-39 
 
“So my advice is, leave these men alone.  Let them go.  If they are planning and doing 
these things merely on their own, it will soon be overthrown.  But if it is from God, you 
will not be able to overthrow them.  You may even find yourselves fighting against God!” 
 
Peter and the apostles continued to teach and preach everywhere they went, and the 
Pharisee and other religious leaders continued to oppose them.  This Scripture above is 
from one of the Pharisees who knew that no one could stop what God had planned.   
 

1. Think of a calling or assignment that you knew came from God.  How was that 
experience different from others you weren’t sure were from God?   

2. What happened in the situations that were from God?  What impact did that have 
on your confidence and on your faith? 

 
Stephen, a man full of the Holy Spirit, was selected as a leader in the early church.  He 
performed miracles and signs among the people and spoke strongly about Jesus.  Stephen 
was the first person to lose his life because of preaching and teaching the message of 
Jesus.  In Acts 6:10 the Scripture said: 
 

“None of them could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen 
 spoke.” 
 
Stephen was stoned to death and even in his last breath he embodied the character of 
Christ.  He asked for forgiveness for his persecutors just as Jesus had done on the cross. 
 
Acts 7:60 “He fell to his knees, shouting, ‘Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!’  And 
with that, he died.” 
 
Have you ever been persecuted or excluded because of your faith?  What was that 
experience like and how did you feel? 
 
All over the world there are people who still worship in secret.  There are believers who 
have to hide the Word of God, and hide when they gather with other believers; if they are 
caught, some MEET the same fate as Stephen.   

1. Spend some time today or over the weekend learning about an area of the world 
where believers are being persecuted.   

2. Make a commitment to pray for that group of believers and also pray for those that 
are persecuting them.   

3. If you want to go a step further, consider contacting someone doing ministry in one 
of these areas around the world.  

Reflect on the incredible blessing we have in our freedom to worship openly and publicly. 
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 

“So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and 
a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.” - Acts 6:7  

In your group, think about the people in your life that God has brought alongside you that 
God may want to use. The early disciples understood that they were to not just share the 
good news of Jesus, not just live out that new way of living, but invite others to do the 
same! Name people in your life, that you believe need to be used by God, that the group 
can lift up in prayer together. 

After you have prayed for those people, ask the person that has agreed to share their story 
to share, once they share pray for that person, then ask who in the group would be willing 
to share next week, and after they share reflect together as a group. 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group. 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
Acts 5:42, “And every day in the Temple and from house to house, they continued to teach 
and preach this message: Jesus is the Messiah.” 

1. Here is a great Meal Time discussion for older elementary to high school 
students.  Every believer has a responsibility to serve so that God’s Word can 
continue to be shared with others.  How do each of you, in your family, feel this 
responsibility to share the Gospel?   Acts 6:7, “So God’s message continued to 
spread.  The number of believers greatly increased…” 

2. We must obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29-32).  Sin is a temptation that gets in 
the way of growing our relationship with Jesus and sharing the Gospel with 
others.  This week during Morning Time, talk about the temptations and frustrations 
your kids might be facing in their day and encourage them with your words, scripture 
or a quick prayer.   

3. This week during Drive Time, consider where you are going (school, sports, work, 
or activities) and talk about how you can each be a good friend to others in each of 
these environments.  

4. Being together with other believers is an important part of being able to overcome 
sin and challenges we face. How are you connecting together with other believers 
this week?  Talk about church or small groups and the things that excite you about 
those people. 
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READ || DAY TWO 

CIRCLE – Circle each time you see “persecution” and the church “scattered.”  
 
UNDERLINE – Each time you see Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria (or a country) mentioned. 
 
8 And Saul approved of their killing him. 
The Church Persecuted and Scattered 
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and 
mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to 
house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison. 
Philip in Samaria 
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down 
to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and 
saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 For with shrieks, 
impure spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So 
there was great joy in that city. 
Simon the Sorcerer 
9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all 
the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, 10 and all the people, both 
high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great 
Power of God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his 
sorcery. 12 But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Simon 
himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the 
great signs and miracles he saw. 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers 
there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on 
any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and 
John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he 
offered them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay 
my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 
20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy 
the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart 
is not right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that 
he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For I see that you are full of 
bitterness and captive to sin.” 
24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen 
to me.” 
25 After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter 
and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. 
 
Philip and the Ethiopian 
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26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which 
means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on 
his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit 
told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come 
up and sit with him. 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? 
    For his life was taken from the earth.”[b] 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. 
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And he gave orders 
to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip 
baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took 
Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, 
however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until 
he reached Caesarea. 
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THINK || DAY THREE 

In Acts 8, we are drawn even deeper into the world of the early church, and receive more 
insight into the climate that the Gospel was being preached. On the same day that Stephen 
is martyred, widespread persecution against the Church is happening, and the believers are 
scattered. However, we see that the resolve of the early Church is only strengthened, and 
that the Gospel continues to spread. 
 
One story shared is the story of Philip and the Ethiopian Official. This story is more than 
Philip being in the right place at the right time; the obvious supernatural power of the Holy 
Spirit is at work throughout this entire story. 
 
Read Acts 8:26-39 
 
This interaction is a monumental, life changing moment for the Ethiopian official. He heard 
and read everything Philip laid out for him and was passionate about Jesus, and what Jesus 
was doing in the Kingdom of God. This eunuch was a person of power and prestige in the 
Queen’s court, but he became more excited about his new position in the Kingdom of God.  
 
God’s Gospel was never meant to be held for just a sacred few; He meant for it to spread 
to all people. Young and old, rich and poor, Jewish and non-Jewish, male, female, slave, 
master. In a world full of divisions and classifications, God wanted to tear those away to 
make one greater classification: Child of God. As the Gospel spread outside of Jerusalem, 
God’s saving grace was able to bring more and more people, from all situations and walks 
of life, into His family. 
 
The Ethiopian eunuch’s passion and joy is a reminder that the Gospel is truly Good News, 
and that we all play a part in making more people more like Jesus. We can bring the Good 
News of Jesus to our neighborhoods, and help guide people as they figure out what being 
a disciple really means. 
 
Questions: 

1. In regards to following the Holy Spirit, would you say that you struggle more with 
being afraid to follow its prompting, or not recognizing its prompting? What can 
we learn from Philip in this story about following the Holy Spirit? 

2. What are some of the boxes we try to put the Gospel into? How can we remove 
stigmas from people and see the entire world as a mission field, and a place that 
God wants to be known? 

3. As we continue to challenge you to be a missionary in your neighborhood, who are 
the people that God may be asking you to be a Philip to? Who can you help 
understand the Gospel more? Or, maybe you need your own Philip; what can you 
do to find that spiritual guide for yourself? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Review Chapter 8 
 
I love the conversation between this man from Ethiopia and the apostle Philip. “The Spirit 
told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” (Acts 8:29). Then Philip ran up to the 
chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” Philip asked. 
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him (Acts 8:30-39).  
 
The result of Philip’s listening to the Holy Spirit was getting to share the good news of 
Jesus with this man who was so hungry to learn. We need to be willing to “sit” with our 
neighbors around meals, and birthday parties. Philip baptized him in the name of Jesus. 
We are still baptizing people in the name of Jesus. As unbelievable as it sounds, God wants 
to partner with us. It’s such an honor and adventure to be used by God. I wonder the kind 
of people that would walk into our lives as the Spirit leads us?  
 
PRAY 
 
WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for all that he’s done to bring you into this moment in your 
life. Be specific and genuine.  
 
LISTEN  
As you pray, what is the Father saying to you? Are there people coming to mind as you 
listen?  
 

RECEIVE 
 
Pray these scriptures and receive them over you, your family and your neighbors.  
 
1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.” 
 
Ephesians 1:11-14 “In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to 
the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in 
order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his 
glory. And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption 
of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of His glory.” 
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Persecution has scattered the believers.  God uses what was meant for harm and turns it 
into something good.  As the believers are scattering to different places, so is the 
Gospel.  The story of Philip and the eunuch is incredible.  Philip listened to the Spirit of 
God and was led to the Ethiopian Eunuch who was reading from the prophet Isaiah.  The 
Eunuch was reading about Jesus, but didn’t understand what he was reading. Acts 8:30-31, 
 
“Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah.  Philip asked, “Do you 
know what you are reading?”  The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs 
me?”  And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.” 
 
Philip starts with Scripture and tells the Eunuch the Good News about Jesus.  The Eunuch 
is baptized and Philip is carried away by the Spirit.  In verse 39 it says that the Eunuch 
never saw Philip again, but just went on his way rejoicing.   
 
 
Think of someone who spent time with you teaching you about God’s Word.  What did 
you value about this person?  What was one of the biggest things you learned? 
 
God places incredible people in our lives that share Godly wisdom, advice and 
guidance.  These mentors can help us grow in our spiritual lives, and in our relationship 
with God and others. 
 

1. Are you in a place in your spiritual life where you need a mentor?  Why or why 
not? 

2. You might be at a place where you have been invested in, but now you are ready to 
invest in someone else.  Think of someone that is already a part of your life that 
could benefit from one-on-one mentoring with you.  Write their name here: 

3. If you aren’t ready to be a mentor, think of someone in your life who you would 
like to mentor you.  Write their name here: 

4. Commit to having an intentional conversation with this person over the next week 
whether you are the mentor or the mentee. Set up a time to MEET on a regular basis 
for the purpose of spiritual mentorship.  You may consider a start date and end date, 
pick a study or this devotional to review, or you may decide to be more 
flexible.  We’ll be praying for you as you consider this.  
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 

“On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except 
the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. Godly men buried Stephen and 
mourned deeply for him. But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, 
he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison. Those who had been 
scattered preached the word wherever they went.” - Acts 8:1-4  

God uses some of our worst experiences to bring people closer to Him. Think about the 
times in your life where in the midst of chaos or pain you still saw God working and 
moving. Praise God that He is found in the highs and the lows of our lives! 

Take a second to reflect as a group on the stories shared so far. How have you observed 
God using the hardships in people’s stories for His glory still? Ask the person that has 
agreed to share their story to share, once they share pray for that person, then ask who in 
the group would be willing to share next week, and after they share reflect together as a 
group. 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group. 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
John 10:27 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” 

1. This chapter tells of many baptisms.  Carve out time this week to talk about family 
baptism stories, look at pictures, or consider if baptism is your next step of faith, 
and tell somebody!   

2. In Acts 8:1 – 25, students could learn that God uses difficulty in the lives of 
believers to help others learn about Jesus.  Talk about ways to navigate challenges 
in life and with people.  Plan an activity that would challenge you as a family and 
conquer it together. 

3. Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths 
straight.” 

4. In Acts 8:26 – 40, students can learn the importance of hearing God’s voice and 
immediately obeying His directions.   

5. I enjoy this story of Philip and the Eunuch.  There is shared enthusiasm for hearing 
and knowing the Word of God.  I love that they sit together and read the Word 
together.  Use Bed Time or sit together with your child at some point and share how 
you saw God today.  Where do you see God moving in your life?  
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READ || DAY TWO 

CIRCLE – Circle each time you see fellow believers assisting Paul after his conversion 
to Christ. 
UNDERLINE – Each time you see a new person becoming or the church increasing in 
numbers.  
 
Saul’s Conversion 
9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, 
he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 
nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did 
not eat or drink anything. 
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!” 
“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come 
and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm 
he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from 
the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my 
name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how 
much he must suffer for my name.” 
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 
here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. 
He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem 
Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in 
the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished 
and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this 
name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul 
grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that 
Jesus is the Messiah. 
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23 After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 24 but 
Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order to 
kill him. 25 But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an 
opening in the wall. 
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, 
not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to 
the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had 
spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28 So 
Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name 
of the Lord. 29 He talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews,[a] but they tried to kill 
him. 30 When the believers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him 
off to Tarsus. 
31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was 
strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased 
in numbers 
Aeneas and Dorcas 
32 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in 
Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been bedridden 
for eight years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up 
your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. 35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw 
him and turned to the Lord. 
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was 
always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and 
her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when 
the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, 
“Please come at once!” 
39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the 
widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas 
had made while she was still with them. 
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning 
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter 
she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the 
believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known 
all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for some 
time with a tanner named Simon. 
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THINK || DAY THREE 

Every disciple of Christ has a moment where they encounter Jesus, and must decide if they 
will truly surrender and follow Him. Some of us have stories that were a little more 
dramatic than others, and Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus is up there as one of 
the more dramatic encounters. 
 
Read Acts 9:1-9 
 
It is interesting how three days seems to be a pattern for radical transformation. Just like 
Jesus took three days in the tomb, Saul took three days in his spiritual cocoon. In that time, 
his soul was going through an intense transformation. In these days, his suffering had to 
happen to provide clarity for what the rest of his life was going to be. 
 
Read Acts 9:10-20 
 
We all have that moment where we encounter Jesus and must choose if we accept the grace 
that Jesus shows. For Saul, he had much to be forgiven for, and when his suffering ended, 
he was ready to receive that grace, and answered it in a way where we see his passion for 
working against the Church becoming a passion for seeing the Church grow. Immediately, 
Saul repented and worked towards the end of making more people more like Jesus. 
 
Saul’s conversion continues the narrative of the first part of Acts that God’s word truly has 
no limits to who it is for, and that its transforming power can change even the hardest and 
cruelest hearts. Jesus chose Saul to be the instrument that would take the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth; if Saul of Tarsus could receive and be transformed by the love of Christ, 
anybody could. 
 
Questions: 

1. Consider the conversions of Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8:9-25), the Ethiopian 
Official (Acts 8:26-30), and Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:1-20). Each of these men needed 
the same Gospel, but each received it very differently. What do these conversions 
teach us about ourselves? What do these conversions teach us about being witnesses 
to those around us? What do these conversions teach us about God? 

2. Think of your own “Road to Damascus” encounter with Jesus. What did you need 
from the Gospel in that moment? How did Jesus tend to your needs personally?  

3. If we know Jesus is faithful and personal, how can that knowledge help us as we 
continue in our spiritual journeys to find healing and grace for ourselves and for the 
people around us? How do you see Jesus continuing to tend to your needs after your 
initial encounter with Him? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Review Chapter 9 
 
It is hard to adequately describe just how much the sequence of events described in this 
chapter impacted the world. You may have heard of the apostle Paul. One of the many 
beautiful things about Jesus is that he chose to use Saul before he became Paul. He chose 
a man who hated Him and wanted to keep murdering Jesus’ followers. I can’t comprehend 
the depths of the love of God and His plan, but I’m thankful for the grace of Jesus not just 
in Paul’s life, but my own. We all have a “Damascus Road.”  
 
 
PRAY 
 

WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for all that he’s done to bring you into this moment in your 
life. Be specific and genuine.  
 
LISTEN  

As you pray, what is the Father saying to you? What is something new you’ve never seen 
before in this story? 
 
RECEIVE 

One of the hardest things we do as faith and Spirit-filled believers is to accept the unmerited 
favor and love of God. As much as you are able, pray and receive this Scripture as a 
permanent landmark in your life.  
 
Romans 5:8  
“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone 
might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Acts 9:20 
 
“At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.  All those who 
heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem 
among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to 
the chief priests?”  Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.” 
 
Chapter 9 of Acts opens up with the conversion of Saul.  At this point in Saul’s life, he was 
sure that the disciples and Jesus were on the wrong side.  Saul was sure that what they were 
doing was going against God.   
 
BUT GOD shows up on the road to Damascus and Saul’s eyes are opened to the truth about 
Jesus.   

1. Reflect on times in your life when you thought things were going one way, BUT 
GOD showed you another way.   

2. What were those experiences like?  How did you know it was God showing you 
another way? 

 
One of the beautiful things about our spiritual lives is that there are always new things to 
learn, old things to re-learn, and miraculous ways that God shows up in our lives.  It is the 
process of growing and learning throughout our lives and becoming more and more like 
Jesus. 
 

1. This week, try doing something new.  Find a new way to serve and experience 
God.  Maybe you’ve never been to a food pantry, or served at church on a Sunday 
morning, or made a substantial donation to an organization you're passionate 
about.   

2. Commit to serving and trying something new and take a few minutes to reflect on 
the experience and journal about it here: 
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 

 

There is no one God can’t use! We heard/read this past week about Saul’s Road to 
Damascus moment. Has there been a time where you experienced God dramatically 
shifting something in your life? Feel free to share that with the group in your time together! 

Ask the person that has agreed to share their story to share, once they share pray for that 
person, then ask who in the group would be willing to share next week, and after they share 
reflect together as a group. 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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 FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 
has gone, the new is here!” 

1. Change of heart and behavior.  Talk about, demonstrate, and look for change that 
your kids can see and know God was or is at work.  Start fresh each day, knowing 
that God forgives you and allows for good to come from difficult 
situations.  Encourage your kids each morning to be like Jesus as they go about 
their day. 

2. With younger children: Talk about the meaning of being transformed. Read “The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar.” 

3. With older children: Turn over a new leaf at Bed Time and pray for your ‘enemies’ 
(or person they are struggling to get along with) together.   Identify a person who 
may be a ‘Saul’ (before his conversion) in their life.  The purpose for this activity 
is not to be negative about others but to focus on showing compassion to all types 
of people we encounter.  Prayer is a way we can prepare our hearts before we 
encounter them face to face.  
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READ || DAY TWO 

CIRCLE – Everywhere you see walls of division between Jews and Gentiles being 
brought down. 
 
UNDERLINE – The thesis statement of Peter’s sermon in verses 34-43. 
 
Cornelius Calls for Peter 
10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the 
Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously 
to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in the afternoon he 
had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!” 
4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. 
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial 
offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is 
called Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 
7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and a 
devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had happened 
and sent them to Joppa. 
Peter’s Vision 
9 About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, 
Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and 
while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and 
something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all 
kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get 
up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 
14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 
15 The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made 
clean.” 
16 This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. 
17 While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by 
Cornelius found out where Simon’s house was and stopped at the gate. 18 They called out, 
asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there. 
19 While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, 
three[a] men are looking for you. 20 So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with 
them, for I have sent them.” 
21 Peter went down and said to the men, “I’m the one you’re looking for. Why have you 
come?” 
22 The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and 
God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask 
you to come to his house so that he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Then Peter invited 
the men into the house to be his guests. 
Peter at Cornelius’s House 
The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from Joppa went 
along. 24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had 
called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met 
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him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I 
am only a man myself.” 
27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He 
said to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or 
visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or 
unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why 
you sent for me?” 
30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in 
the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, 
God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for 
Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the 
sea.’ 33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here 
in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears Him and does what is 
right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened 
throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and 
how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him. 
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day 
and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom 
God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom 
God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them 
speaking in tongues[b] and praising God. 
Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with 
water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few 
days. 
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THINK || DAY THREE 

When Acts 10 opens up, we are introduced to a man named Cornelius. On paper, he 
represents everything a Jewish person would have hated; rich, Roman, and powerful. 
However, we quickly learn that Cornelius is not what you’d expect. He is a man who honors 
God. In a vision, God tells Cornelius to look for Peter, and so Cornelius does just that. 
 
Read Acts 10:9-17 
 
As Peter awakens from his dream and is called to Cornelius’ home, connections are starting 
to be made. The fact that Peter, a Jewish man, entered the home of a non-Jewish person 
was scandalous at the time. In fact, it was unheard of; Peter was now ritually impure. 
However, what we know now, and what Peter was learning in the moment, is that these 
impure Romans could actually be a part of the family of Abraham.  
 
Read Acts 10:34-45 
 
Peter was not so entrenched in his habits of religion that he couldn’t see that God was doing 
a new thing, and making a new way. Do you ever find yourself being amazed at what God 
is doing? Maybe you find yourself more like Peter somewhat confused and not totally sure 
what is happening, but happy to be along for the ride. We don’t always understand why 
God works and moves in the ways that He does, but what we can understand is that it’s not 
our place to understand. We just need to humbly be ready to make room for a new thing 
that God wants to do, and stay in step with Spirit so we know when it’s time to go, when 
it’s time to change, and when it’s time to walk into the Roman centurion’s house and 
declare “the Holy Spirit is with the Gentiles, too.” God continues to show us that His love 
is for all. When we are called to love God and love our neighbor, He really means every 
neighbor. 
 
Questions: 

1. What are some of our comfort zones that God may be challenging us to break out 
of? What new habit or way of living would God be calling you to?  

2. Are there some connections you need to make where God may be trying to get your 
attention about going in this new way? Think back to maybe some recent themes, 
ideas, or teachings that seem to be coming up in your life. Could God be trying to 
show you a new way of living or thinking, as He did with Peter? 

3. When we find ourselves confused or unsure of what God is trying to push us 
towards, how can we make room for the new things God is trying to teach us? What 
does that mean? What could it look like? 

4. How can we help others experience their own renewal in Christ, even as we are 
experiencing our own? Are we still supposed to look out for our neighbor when 
we’re in the middle of growing ourselves? What would it look like to balance both? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Review Chapter 10 
 
What stands out to you? Is there something here you’ve never noticed before? Maybe this 
is all new and you’re reading it for the first time. If that’s the case, then you need to 
understand that for Peter and all Jews, they were forbidden to eat certain “unclean” foods. 
But what’s beautiful to me is the revelation that it’s not just certain foods, but people. “He 
said to them: ‘You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or 
visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean’ 
(Acts 10:28). Skipping a few verses later it says, “Then Peter began to speak: ‘I now realize 
how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who 
fears him and does what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 
announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.’” 
 
PRAY 
 

WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for adopting you into his family. Let praise overflow from 
your heart. Be specific and genuine. 
 
LISTEN  

Sometimes we are afraid to get quiet enough in God’s presence for many reasons. I think 
one of the main reasons is because he exposes our deepest thoughts and feelings. The 
difference between a closed heart and an open heart is that one stays broken because we 
don’t allow God to heal it. An open heart welcomes new friendships and trust, and a place 
with the family of God.  
 
RECEIVE 

In your own way, pray whatever is on your heart. Don’t be afraid to open up. Jesus wants 
you to be fully restored and made new. “If anyone is in Christ, he/she is a new creation. 
The old has gone and the new has come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Acts 10:44-48 
“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message.  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles.  For they heard them speaking 
in tongues and praising God. 
Then Peter said, “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. 
They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  So he ordered that they be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.” 
 

At this point, only the Jewish community had heard the Good News preached.  God reveals 
to Peter that the message of Jesus wasn’t just for the Jews, but also the Gentiles.  God calls 
Peter to visit Cornelius, a centurion, and his household.  Peter and the other believers 
witness the faith of Cornelius and his household, the Holy Spirit being poured out on them, 
and baptizes them right then and there. 

1. Is there anyone in your life that you think will never come to believe in Jesus?  What 
leads you to believe that? 

2. Have you ever seen someone come to Christ that you never thought would?  What 
was that experience like? 

Acts 10 teaches us that the Gospel is truly for everyone.  Salvation is a gift from God, but 
not everyone chooses to unwrap that gift. 

1. Write down the names of the people in your life that do not have a relationship with 
Jesus. 

2. Commit to fasting and praying for those people this week.  You might do that one 
day or the same meal all week. 

3. Journal any thoughts that come to mind while you are praying for these 
folks.  Think of some next steps you can take to share your faith with them in a new 
and different way. 
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 

“Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears Him and does what is right. You 
know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.” - Acts 10: 34-36. 

God is the God of all! He calls us all to come to know and experience Him. He is father of 
every nation. Take time as a group to reflect and worship together on the truth that He has 
chosen us and invites us in to His family. Pray together for the people in our lives that we 
have lifted up together in the past, or even other people God has brought to mind.  

Invite the person that has agreed to share their story to share, once they share pray for that 
person, then ask who in the group would be willing to share next week, and after they share 
reflect together as a group. 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
Acts 10:34-35 “Then Peter began to speak: ‘I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear Him and do what is right.’”  

1. This week, focus on the idea that God does not show favoritism and He has always 
planned for all people to receive the Good News about Jesus.  Throughout history 
people have shown prejudice toward different groups of people. Prejudice hurts 
people and it was never God’s plan for anyone to look down on another group of 
people based on race, color, etc. He tells us in His Word to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.  Talk about this verse. 

2. 1 Timothy 4:12, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but 
set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in 
purity.” 

3. Visit the Bayside website to get to know some of the many mission partners at 
Bayside.  Talk about how Jesus is shared here in our local community and around 
the world.  Think about serving together as a family or with your small 
group.  Write a note of encouragement to one of the Global 
missionaries.  https://www.baysidechurch.net/take-action/missions 
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READ || DAY TWO 

Notice the diverse community God calls together through the Holy Spirit by… 
 
Putting a Circle – Jews, circumcised, clean 
 
UNDERLINE – Gentiles, uncircumcised, unclean, impure 
 
Double UNDERLINE – the phrase “great number” 
  
11 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate 
with them.” 
4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down 
from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and 
saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice 
telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 
8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 
9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has 
made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 
11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house 
where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with 
them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us 
how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is 
called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will 
be saved.’ 
15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the 
beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift He gave 
us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s 
way?” 
18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, 
even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
The Church in Antioch 
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was 
killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among 
Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began 
to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s 
hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 
22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 
Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, 
full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 
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25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought 
him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught 
great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 
27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, 
named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread 
over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The 
disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living 
in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 
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THINK || DAY THREE 

Read Acts 11:15-26 
 
When Peter returns to Jerusalem after his encounter with Cornelius, the Jewish leaders are 
skeptical that the Holy Spirit could really be moving among the uncircumcised. Yet after 
Peter wraps up his story of what happened while he was in Caesarea, even those who were 
not fully on board realize that God was at work, even among the Gentiles. This was the 
“aha!” moment for many of these leaders, that this Jesus movement was bigger than maybe 
they had initially realized. 
 
As this realization is happening in Jerusalem, news starts coming back from other regions. 
The Church is spreading. We learn that a diverse group in Antioch, a city in the north, is 
exploding with new believers. This church in Antioch is the first international Jesus 
community. It is where the Jesus followers were first called “Christians,” or the Christ 
ones. Now, Christ’s Church was not just a small group of Messianic Jews in Jerusalem, but 
a multi-ethnic movement that was spreading throughout the world. 
 
It raises the question, “what does it look like to walk in step with the Spirit in such a diverse 
world?” Two thousand years after Antioch, we live in the most diverse and connected 
society to ever exist. We’ve seen not only in Acts 11, but throughout this study, that the 
Spirit cannot be tamed or put into the boxes that the apostles used to try and make sense of 
what was happening. They were just working with the only framework they had, but when 
God moves, He has a way of gently (or not so gently) revealing new ways to define what 
Church or discipleship should be.  
 

Have we forgotten, or maybe never fully discovered, the mystery and wildness of what 
following the Spirit really means? Are we still labeling things impure that God has called 
pure, meanwhile missing the explosion of Gospel movement happening close by? These 
are challenging thoughts. God may be doing a new thing in the Gentiles, and it’s a beautiful 
movement of the Spirit to behold, even if it’s outside of what we already know. That is the 
beauty of the Holy Spirit; this breath of God has the ability to move into spaces that we 
never even considered before. 
 

Questions: 
1. With such a diverse church emerging in Acts 11, maybe we can finally feel 

comfortable seeing that there isn’t a specific look, education level, or background 
needed to be a disciple. What do you think is the main qualification for being a 
disciple? What keeps someone from seeing themselves as a true disciple? 

2. How would you make sense of the mystery and wildness of following the Spirit 
wherever it leads? How could you prepare for when the Spirit moves into a 
neighborhood, like Antioch, that you maybe weren’t thinking of?  

3. What are the things that scare people about true diversity? Not just ethnic diversity, 
like in Antioch. What is a Spirit-filled way to work through those anxieties to have 
true communion and discipleship amongst believers of different backgrounds? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Review Chapter 11 
 
“You did what, Peter?!” That’s my paraphrase after reading this passage. Peter clearly had 
a revelation and transformation. God was extending the family beyond the Jews. When he 
brought news of this back home, they were critical. Have you ever had a revelation about 
Jesus, or learned something in the scriptures that so transformed your life that you told your 
closest friends or family and they criticized you? I certainly have. Let God fight for you. 
The Holy Spirit moved in power and Peter just needed to give his testimony. No one can 
dispute your personal testimony. Your testimony is powerful and anointed.  
 
PRAY 
 
WORSHIP 

Spend some time thanking God for your testimony. Be specific and as real as you can.  
 
 
LISTEN  

What thoughts are coming up for you? What is the Spirit whispering to you?  
 
 

RECEIVE 

Try reading Psalm 139 as a prayer.  
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Acts 11:26 
 
“...For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people.  And in Antioch the 
disciples were first called Christians.” 
 
As the early church begins to grow and spread to the Gentiles, the believers are given the name 
Christians.  The early Christians took this new name as a title of honor.  Christians originates from the 
Greek word, Christos, meaning follower of Christ. 

1. What does it mean to you to be a Christian?  How does that look in your everyday life? 
2. How is your Christian faith part of your identity?  Spend time in God’s Word looking at 

what the Bible says about our identity.  Here are a few examples: 
 
1 Peter 2:9 
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 
 
1 John 3:1 
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is 
what we are!” 
 

The world puts a lot of labels on people.  If you’re a woman, you must be a mom or if you’re a man then 
you’re a handyman who can fix things.  We don’t always fit into the box that society places us in.   
 

1. Who are you?  Write down your own personal statement of identity.  Affirmations that 
you know to be true about yourself.  Include what God’s Word says about you.  Ask five 
of your closest family and friends what they see in you and include their comments. 

2. This week, read the written affirmations about yourself every day.  Be reminded that you 
are valued, loved and chosen by God, and created with a Kingdom purpose to share His 
glory.    
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 

By this time, most of your group has all been able to share their story (if not, make sure you 
have made plans to allow everyone to share over the next 3 meetings). Reflect back on how 
a person in your groups story has impacted you the last few weeks. Spent time praying for 
one another’s family today. Pray their names out loud, lift them up to God. As you pray 
remember that it is God that we seek and it is God that we desire all that we come in contact 
with to seek and to know! 

Invite any remaining people to share their story, once they share pray for that person, then 
ask who in the group would be willing to share the next few weeks, and after they share 
reflect together as a group. 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group: 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
Acts 11:15, “As I began to speak the Holy Spirit came upon them…” 

1. Many of us do not like change. When we are used to things being a certain way we 
find a form of comfort from routine. When the things we are used to suddenly 
change we feel insecure and sometimes fearful. What are some changes that your 
family is facing?  How do you see good coming from them? 

2. What is God revealing to you?  If you have not taken a Spiritual Gifts Assessment, 
look online for one for each family member.  Knowing how specifically God has 
called you to serve, allows you to lead with intention.   

3. Contact the office if you need help finding an assessment that is age appropriate for 
your children. 

4. Utilize after Meal Time to discuss how your family can become more like Jesus in 
action and worship with each person’s unique gifting. 
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READ || DAY TWO 

Circle – every time you see an obstacle to the spread of the gospel. 

UNDERLINE – each time an obstacle to sharing/spreading the gospel is removed.  
 
12 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, 
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize 
Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened Bread. 4 After arresting him, 
he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. 
Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 
5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the 
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. 
“Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. 
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap 
your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the 
prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought 
he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate 
leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had 
walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has 
sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish 
people were hoping would happen.” 
12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also 
called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the 
outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she 
recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and 
exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” 
15 “You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they 
said, “It must be his angel.” 
16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were 
astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the 
Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about 
this,” he said, and then he left for another place. 
18 In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become 
of Peter. 19 After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-
examined the guards and ordered that they be executed. 
Herod’s Death 
Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 20 He had been quarreling with 
the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together and sought an audience with him. 
After securing the support of Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for 
peace, because they depended on the king’s country for their food supply. 
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21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a 
public address to the people. 22 They shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a 
man.” 23 Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord 
struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 
24 But the word of God continued to spread and flourish. 
Barnabas and Saul Sent Off 
25 When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from[a] Jerusalem, 
taking with them John, also called Mark. 
13 1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) 
and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they 
had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 
On Cyprus 
4 The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed 
from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in 
the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their helper. 
6 They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a 
Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was an attendant of the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul 
because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his 
name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who 
was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 10 “You 
are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds 
of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now 
the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even able to 
see the light of the sun.” 
Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to 
lead him by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he 
was amazed at the teaching about the Lord. 
In Pisidian Antioch 
13 From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left 
them to return to Jerusalem. 14 From Perga they went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the 
Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and 
the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you 
have a word of exhortation for the people, please speak.” 
16 Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: “Fellow Israelites and you Gentiles 
who worship God, listen to me! 17 The God of the people of Israel chose our ancestors; he 
made the people prosper during their stay in Egypt; with mighty power he led them out of 
that country; 18 for about forty years he endured their conduct[a] in the wilderness; 19 and he 
overthrew seven nations in Canaan, giving their land to his people as their 
inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years. 
“After this, God gave them judges until the time of Samuel the prophet. 21 Then the people 
asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who ruled 
forty years. 22 After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning 
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him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I 
want him to do.’ 
23 “From this man’s descendants God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he 
promised. 24 Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the 
people of Israel. 25 As John was completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you suppose I am? 
I am not the one you are looking for. But there is one coming after me whose sandals I am 
not worthy to untie.’ 
26 “Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this message 
of salvation has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize 
Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are read every 
Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they asked Pilate to 
have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took 
him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the 
dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from Galilee 
to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 
32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, 
their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: 
“‘You are my son;      today I have become your father.’[b] 
34 God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God has said, 
“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’[c] 
35 So it is also stated elsewhere: 
“‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’[d] 
36 “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he 
was buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from 
the dead did not see decay. 
38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a 
justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 40 Take care that what the 
prophets have said does not happen to you: 
41 “‘Look, you scoffers, 
    wonder and perish, 
for I am going to do something in your days 
    that you would never believe, 
    even if someone told you.’[e]” 
42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak 
further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was dismissed, 
many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked 
with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 
44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When 
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what 
Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him. 
46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to 
you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now 
turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 
“‘I have made you[f] a light for the Gentiles, 
    that you[g] may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’[h]” 
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48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all 
who were appointed for eternal life believed. 
49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jewish leaders incited 
the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So they 
shook the dust off their feet as a warning to them and went to Iconium. 52 And the 
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 
14 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they 
spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who 
refused to believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the 
brothers. 3 So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the 
Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by enabling them to perform signs and 
wonders. 4 The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the 
apostles. 5 There was a plot afoot among both Gentiles and Jews, together with their 
leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. 6 But they found out about it and fled to the 
Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country, 7 where they 
continued to preach the gospel. 
In Lystra and Derbe 
8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth and had never 
walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he 
had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped 
up and began to walk. 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The 
gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they 
called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was 
just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd 
wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed 
out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only 
human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless 
things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything 
in them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself 
without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in 
their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 18 Even 
with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 
19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned 
Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20 But after the disciples had 
gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he and Barnabas 
left for Derbe. 
The Return to Antioch in Syria 
21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they 
returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging 
them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom 
of God,” they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders[a] for them in each church and, 
with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their 
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trust. 24 After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25 and when they had 
preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 
26 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace 
of God for the work they had now completed. 27 On arriving there, they gathered the church 
together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened a door of 
faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they stayed there a long time with the disciples.  



140 | P a g e  
 

  



141 | P a g e  
 

THINK || DAY THREE 

Acts 12, 13, 14 
 
Read Acts 13:48-52. 
 
This passage is a small snapshot of the issues seen in this section of Acts. God moves, 
persecution arises, the disciples respond, and God continues to move. It is in the response 
that we will settle ourselves today. In life, we will often see the good and the bad happening 
simultaneously. For Paul and Barnabus, they are seeing the growth and the spreading of 
the Gospel at the same time that persecution is arising. Rather than fixating on the 
persecution, they simply… walked away. And the Spirit of God continued to move. 
 
For us, it can be so easy sometimes to lose sight of the Big Picture things happening within 
God’s Kingdom. We can be so worn down from our suffering, so defeated by the losses 
we face, that we can focus too much on the persecution and forget to look for the hope that 
is co-existing. Whether you are a glass half full or a glass half empty person, when we’re 
in the midst of the opposition, we can struggle to do what Paul and Barnabus did, shake 
the dust off our shoes and move on.  
 
That is a very simplistic way to look at our own responses to opposition of the Gospel, but 
it is at least a starting point of how we problem solve when the enemy is trying to bring us 
down. Are we able to let the Spirit free us from worry or anxiety? Do we know when to 
walk away and let things lie? Do we know when to stay and keep working for the good of 
the Gospel? These are all good questions worth evaluating for yourself as you develop your 
own discipleship practices. 
 
Questions: 

1. When you face problems in your spiritual life, how would you rate yourself at 
solving them? What are the triggers that may keep you from being able to move 
past a problem? 

2. How can we tell when we are supposed to move on from a hard thing, or when we 
are supposed to stay and work through it? How does the Holy Spirit help us discern 
those things? Do you have an example from your past of how that worked, and how 
can you take what you learned and use it the next time opposition arises against 
you? 

3. When we’re facing opposition or persecution, how can we balance acknowledging 
the evil while also celebrating the good that is happening? How do you lift up the 
beautiful things you see in your life? How can we draw out the beauty and celebrate 
it well, even in the midst of opposition? 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Review Chapter 12, 13 & 14 
“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. The 
night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the 
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. 
“Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists. Then the angel said to him, 
“Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and 
follow me,” the angel told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea 
that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 
They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It 
opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of 
one street, suddenly the angel left him. (Acts 12:6-10) 
 
What stands out to you? For me, it’s this: “...but the church was earnestly praying to 
God for him.” Our response as members of God’s family is to pray for one another 
earnestly. When one family member is suffering, we intercede on their behalf. Since we’re 
now on the subject of angels in chapter 12, we learn in the book of Hebrews: “Are not all 
angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 1:14). 
Intercession is a subject that warrants its own sermon series and devotional all in itself, but 
for this point, I want to propose that your heartfelt prayers to the Lord move his heart. Your 
prayers actually do activate movement in ways we can’t fully understand or control. “I 
urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.” (Timothy 2:1-2).  
 
PRAY 

WORSHIP 
Try this in your time of prayer: “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all people for kings and all those in authority, that we may 
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (Timothy 2:1-2).  
 
LISTEN  

Are there any people that the Spirit is putting on your heart right now? In your own way, 
lift up those on your heart to the Father.  
 

RECEIVE 
What do you need right now? Do you need joy? Do you need provision? Whatever it is, 
the Lord wants to give it freely to you. “Until now you have not asked for anything in my 
name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” (John 16:24) 
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Acts 12:6-11 
“The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the 
Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. 
‘Quick, get up!’ he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.  Then the angel said to him, 
‘Put on your clothes and sandals.’ And Peter did so. ‘Wrap your cloak around you and 
follow me’” the angel told him. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea 
that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 
They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It 
opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of 
one street, suddenly the angel left him.  Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I know 
without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and 
from everything the Jewish people were hoping would happen.”” 
 
There is a lot happening in these 5 verses.  James, the brother of John, has been killed, and 
Peter is thrown in prison.  In verses 6-11 we see how God helps Peter where he can’t help 
himself.  God rescues Peter with the help of an angel.  The angel wakes Peter up, and takes 
the chains off his wrists.  The angel shows Peter the way out of the prison and opens the 
iron gate.  Once Peter is safe, the angel leaves. 
Notice though, that there are some things that God doesn’t do for Peter.  The angel tells 
Peter to put on his clothes and sandals.  He tells Peter to wrap his cloak around him and 
follow him.  God doesn’t help Peter with everything because there are some things that 
Peter can do himself.  Isn’t the Christian walk just like that?  There are some things in our 
lives that we have to surrender to God and allow Him to help us, and other things that we 
need to do for ourselves. 

1. Make a list of the things in your life where you really need God’s 
intervention.  What areas of your life are you not able to handle alone?  Are you 
willing to surrender these areas to God? 

2. Make a list of the things in your life that you can do for yourself.  Have you always 
been able to do these things or did you learn over time? Are there things in your 
life that you are putting off doing because they will require more sacrifice or 
additional finances, or more of you? 

3. Evaluate these 3 lists - God’s Help- Your List - To Do List.  Pray over these things, 
and look at the “To Do List” again. How can you and God work together to pursue 
these things? 

4. Don’t jump right into these things - pray about them first.  Spend time being with 
God, and seeking His will for your next steps. 

5. Use God’s guidance and pick something from your “To Do List” that you will 
pursue next, and remember Colossians 3:23-24 “Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that 
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 
are serving.” 



146 | P a g e  
 

  



147 | P a g e  
 

MEET || SMALL GROUP 

Acts 12-14 shares the story of the continued spread of the Gospel of Jesus. Reflect back to 
how you first heard the good news of the Gospel. Who was it? Where was it? How did it 
change you? Use these reflections as inspiration for your own personal discipleship 
making. There are people in your life that may say you were the person that introduced 
them to the good news of Jesus. 

Invite the remaining people to share their story, once they share pray for that person, then 
ask who in the group would be willing to share the next few weeks, and after they share 
reflect together as a group. 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
question with your group: 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
Acts 14:27 “Upon arriving in Antioch, they called the church together and reported 
everything God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the 
Gentiles, too.” 

1. Spreading the Word of God is for everyone.  The Holy Spirit is at work in us and 
opposition will arise.  The devil does not wish for God’s Kingdom to grow.  As we 
see the church as more than a place we go on Sunday, rather, ourselves as Light in 
the community we live, work and play, consider how you can spread The Good 
News, Invite people to Bayside to MEET others pursuing the same calling to 
become more like Jesus.   

2. Go and do a random act of kindness as a family, looking for no recognition or 
reward, and talk about how it feels to love like Jesus does. 
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READ || DAY TWO 

Circle – each time you see any words that suggests a conflict is taking place, words such 
as “dispute,” “complaint,” “disagreement,” “stood up”.  

UNDERLINE – the ruling of the apostles (v.19) 
 
15 Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 
believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you 
cannot be saved.” 2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with 
them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to 
Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. 3 The church sent them on their 
way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had 
been converted. This news made all the believers very glad. 4 When they came to 
Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they 
reported everything God had done through them. 
5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, 
“The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 
6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got 
up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among 
you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, 
who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just 
as He did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for He purified their hearts 
by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a 
yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 
12 The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about 
the signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them. 13 When they 
finished, James spoke up. “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me. 14 Simon has described to us 
how God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles. 15 The words 
of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: 
16 “‘After this I will return 
    and rebuild David’s fallen tent. 
Its ruins I will rebuild, 
    and I will restore it, 
17 that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, 
    even all the Gentiles who bear my name, 
says the Lord, who does these things’[b]— 
18     things known from long ago.[c] 
19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who 
are turning to God. 20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food 
polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from 
blood. 21 For the law of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and 
is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.” 
 
The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers 
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22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their 
own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called 
Barsabbas) and Silas, men who were leaders among the believers. 23 With them they sent 
the following letter: 
The apostles and elders, your brothers, 
To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: 
Greetings. 
24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, 
troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all agreed to choose some men and send 
them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul— 26 men who have risked their 
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to 
confirm by word of mouth what we are writing. 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to 
us not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: 29 You are to 
abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and 
from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things.  Farewell. 
30 So the men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church 
together and delivered the letter. 31 The people read it and were glad for its encouraging 
message. 32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and 
strengthen the believers. 33 After spending some time there, they were sent off by the 
believers with the blessing of peace to return to those who had sent them. [34] [d] 35 But Paul 
and Barnabas remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the 
word of the Lord. 
Disagreement Between Paul and Barnabas 
36 Sometime later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the 
towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas 
wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take 
him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the 
work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took 
Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers 
to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.  
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THINK || DAY THREE 

Read Acts 15:6-21. 
 

“What must we do to be saved?” 
 

What a pivotal and important question. It should be so easy to answer, and yet, in Acts 15, 
we see the debate over what the actual essentials are to following Jesus. 
 

Peter lays it out, declaring this: “He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing 
their hearts by faith. Now then, why are you testing God by putting a yoke on the disciples’ 
necks that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?” 
 

The thing is, we really can’t do anything to be saved. And that is what this Jerusalem 
Letter is trying to address. The laws and Jewish customs were not what saved the early 
Christians, it was the love of Christ and the acceptance of His Lordship. Following Jesus 
was not meant to be burdensome to us, or erase the incredible diversity of the Kingdom. 
Following Jesus is actually meant to free us. So to provide clarity to the first Christians, 
James puts it simply, “we should not cause difficulties for those among the Gentiles who 
turn to God.” 
 

Even today, we should know to make the important things the important things, and to 
celebrate the diversity of all the rest. As we live empowered and move among the modern 
day Gentiles, we have to remember that becoming a Christian isn’t a one-time prayer that 
fills us with knowledge and our hearts with constant joy. We are not instantly like Jesus; 
it's an ongoing process of becoming more like Jesus. It’s in that “becoming” that true 
community and discipleship happen as we find freedom from the laws that bind us by 
stepping into the love of Christ. 
 

It’s worth knowing that as we are disciples who make disciples, that we know that it is 
not about what we do, but who we are. God has made a space for everybody at His table, 
so let’s not make it more difficult for the Gentiles turning to God, or make it more difficult 
on ourselves. The thing we must always do is love. The thing we must always be is love. 
Love God, and love our neighbor as we go out to make more people more like Jesus. 
 

Questions: 
1. As a check to yourself, have you picked up something that has made being a Christ 

follower more difficult than God intended it to be? Are there flaws in your personal 
discipleship that you need to address and root out? 

2. Do you still have any hang ups about seeing yourself as a disciple? As a disciple 
maker? What are your unique gifts and passions that you bring to the diverse table 
God has set for His people? 

3. One question you can ask yourself as you move about your neighborhood is, 
“What does love look like here?” The answer can change based on circumstances, 
the people involved, and the environment you are in. It’s important to love them 
where they are, and not where you think they should be. To practice, think of one 
problem that you know a person you love is facing. Now answer the question: 
“What does love look like here?” 
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PRAY || DAY FOUR 

Review Chapter 15 
As you review this chapter, what things stood out to you? As I read it, I can’t help but 
notice the conflict between the believers. There were disagreements in belief on whether 
or not the Gentiles should be required to be circumcised. “Then some of the believers who 
belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised 
and required to keep the law of Moses. The apostles and elders met to consider this 
question.” (Acts 15:5-6) 
Because of Peter’s revelation previously, he silences the arguing with this statement:  
 
After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some 
time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the 
message of the Gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted 
them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He did not discriminate between 
us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to test God by 
putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to 
bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as 
they are.” (Acts 15:7-11) 
 
This is an important lesson for us as we navigate life in 2022. How did Peter deal with this? 
In conclusion, what are some of the biggest takeaways from the past 11 weeks? Take some 
time to process those things. Write them down.  
 

PRAY 

WORSHIP 
Spend some time thanking God for what He’s done in your life. For example: “Thank you 
Jesus for the story of the early Church. It is because of your Spirit moving through them 
and carrying the gospel all the way through generations and continents to find us here 
today. We worship you, Jesus! What an honor it is to serve you! We glorify your Name!” 
 

LISTEN  
Ask the Lord what your role could be in this life-changing Gospel of Jesus. Ask him what 
you need to fulfill the Great Commission in your life. That’s a HUGE question, but it’s a 
question worth considering. And all of us are asking it. We don’t need to do it alone.  
 
 

RECEIVE 
If we are to be sent out into our jobs, families, neighborhoods, then we need God’s power. 
We depend on Him every step of the way. Spend some time asking God for the Holy Spirit 
to show you strategies, vision, people, places, etc. 
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DO || DAY FIVE 

Acts 15:7-11 
 
“After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: ‘Brothers, you know that some 
time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the 
message of the gospel and believe.  God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted 
them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us.  He did not discriminate between 
us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith.  Now then, why do you try to test God by 
putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to 
bear?  No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as 
they are.’” 
 
As we close out the series and end in Acts 15, Paul, Barnabas and other disciples MEET for 
the Jerusalem Council.  There is another debate over whether or not Gentiles could be 
saved.  Peter is strong and confident in his comments to the council. The words in verse 11 
almost mirror what Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8. 
 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God—” 
 

1. What does Peter mean when he says to the council that they are testing God by 
putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that they couldn’t bear themselves?  What 
does the yoke represent? 

 
Scripture clearly says that we are saved by grace through faith.  There is nothing that we 
can do, no work, that can save us.  Does it really matter what we do then?  Yes, of course it 
does!  Throughout Scripture the Bible shows us that we were created in Jesus for good 
works (Eph 2:10), do everything with love (1 Cor 16:14), shine your light before others so 
they may see your good works (Matt 5:16).  We are saved by grace through faith, but James, 
the half-brother of Jesus tells us that faith without works is dead. 
 
James 2:14-17 
“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can 
that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one 
of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled’ without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead.” 

2. Take a moment to evaluate your spiritual life again.  Look back at the pie chart you 
created in our first few weeks of devotionals.  Reflect on what your spiritual life 
looks like now. 

3. Are you spending more time being with God or doing things for God?  Both matter, 
but it’s important that we know the difference.  If you are at a place where you need 
to spend more time being with God, take something you are currently doing and 
commit to NOT doing it.  Maybe you stop for a short time or a season, but maybe 
you realize you can stop doing that thing all together. 
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4. If your next step is to do something for God, pick something to do!  There are so 
many places we can serve with our gifts and talents, our time, and our 
experience.  Sign up to lead a small group, sign up to serve with a local organization, 
or help a friend in need.  Pray and decide what your next step of action will be. 
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MEET || SMALL GROUP 
You did it!! You made it to the finish line together. However, the hope is that you feel that 
you have just begun. Maybe in the group you have grown deeper with people, maybe you 
have helped MEET the needs some people in the group had, maybe you have experienced 
a move of God in your group, or quite possibly you have even seen a glimpse of the early 
church in Acts in real time! The goal is that as you end this material together, you will keep 
all the beautiful things this group has provided and cherish it!  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” - Acts 
2:42-47 

Don’t forget the invitation to discipleship remains. His calling and His grace remains! 

Based on this week’s reading, sermon, and activities honestly discuss the following 
questions with your group: 

1. From this week’s sermon/reading what stood out to you? What was new? What was 
exciting/hopeful? 

2. From this week’s sermon/reading are there any things you are confused by or have 
questions about? 

3. What is the good news of this gospel message to you this week? 
4. What are the areas in your life that you are celebrating God’s presence? 
5. Are there any things that you would like the group to lift up in prayer for you? 
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FAMILY TALKING POINTS || DAY SEVEN 
 
Acts 1:8 (ERV) “But the Holy Spirit will come on you and give you power. You will be 
my witnesses. You will tell people everywhere about me—in Jerusalem, in the rest of 
Judea, in Samaria, and in every part of the world.” 

We are full circle this week.  We have seen how the Holy Spirit is at work in all of us as 
believers.  Take a family survey of where you are today compared to week one. 

1. Do each of your family members believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Savior? 
2. Have you all shared your baptism story and/or talked about whether or not this is 

your next step of faith? 
3. Have you arrived at a place where you can sense the Holy Spirit at work in your 

life? 
4. What is one faith goal you have for your family as you close this year and head into 

2023?   
5. What commitment are you making this week? 

a. Write it down. 
b. Tell someone who can be an accountability partner and provide encouragement 

for you. 
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