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 Psalm 50
A psalm of Asaph. G-d, Elohim Adonai has
spoken and summoned the earth from the rising
of the sun to its setting. Out of Zion, the
perfection of beauty, G-d shines forth. Our G-d
comes, and does not keep silent. A fire is
devouring before Him, and it storms around Him
mightily. He calls to the heavens above and to the
earth, to judge His people: “Gather My kedoshim
to Me, who cut a covenant with Me with a
sacrifice.” The heavens declare His righteousness,
for G-d Himself is Judge. Selah “Hear, My
people, and I will speak, O Israel, and I will
testify against you: I am G-d, your G-d. I do not
rebuke you for your sacrifices, for your burnt
offerings are continually before Me. I have no
need of a bull from your house nor goats from
your pens. For every beast of the forest is Mine,
and the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every
bird of the mountains. Everything moving in the
field is Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell
you—for the world is Mine and all it contains!
Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of
goats? Offer G-d a sacrifice of thank offerings,
then fulfill your vows to Elyon.  Call upon Me in
the day of trouble. When I rescue you, you will
honor Me.” But to the wicked, G-d says: “What
are you doing, reciting My laws and taking My
covenant in your mouth? For you hate discipline,
and you cast My words behind you. When you
see a thief, you are pleased with him, and your
portion is with adulterers. You have unleashed
your mouth for evil and harnessed your tongue
for deceit. You sit, speaking against your brother,
slandering your own mother’s son. These things
you have done—Should I keep silent? You
thought I was just like you—but I reprove you,
and set the case before your eyes. Now consider
this, you who forget G-d. Or else I will tear you
in pieces with no one to rescue you. A sacrifice of
praise honors Me, and to the one who orders his
way ,I will show the salvation of G-d.”

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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Concerning the sacrifices, the Chassidic Insights state: “Rashi
describes the pleasure that G-d derives from the sacrifices as being the
sheer pleasure that “I said [something] and My will was implemented.” In
other words, it is precisely because apparently nothing is accomplished
through the sacrifices (and even loss of life and/or property is incurred),
other than the pure fulfillment of G-d’s will, that the sacrifices please G-d
in the most unadulterated, unmediated way.” This teaches us that HaShem
ultimately desires the “sacrifice” of our heart / the willingness to submit
our will to His will.

An offering to HaShem…Lev. 1:2 R’ Yose taught that whenever the
Torah mentions a sacrifice only the Four-Letter Divine Name of HaShem
is used. (Menachot 110a) This Name denotes the Divine attribute of
Mercy. The gematria of the Name is 26, which is 13 times two. Thirteen is
the gematria of love. Rabbi Munk posits that the reason the Torah uses
the Name HaShem exclusively is so that no one would have the impression
that the sacrifices were being offered to separate deities, chas v’shalom. Do
you think it is appropriate to pray to Yeshua? What does it mean to
pray “in the Merit of Yeshua”?

And throw the blood...Lev. 1:6 Zevachim 26b states that atonement coems
only through the blood. In fact, the Priest was not required to actually
slaughter the animal. His service, however, was required for applying the
blood to the altar.
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Psalm of
The Parashah

“The obligation of eating bitter herbs on the Passover, may be discharged with the
following herbs: namely, with lettuce, wild endive, and garden endive, with, and

bitter coriander, either fresh or in a dried state, but not if pickled, boiled, or cooked
in any way: they may also be combined to the size of an olive, and the obligation is

discharged if the stalks of them only had been used; and also when it is doubtful
whether they were tithed, or are of the first tithe of which the heave-offering was

taken, or of the second tithe, or of redeemed consecrated things. ”
Mishnah Pesachim 2:6

Parashah Vayikra Leviticus 1:1-5:26
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A Spark
Of Mussar

When a man from you brings a sacrifice to G-d…Lev. 1:2  The Kehot
Chumash comments: “The fact that the nouns and verbs we herein translate
as “sacrifice,” “offering,” “to sacrifice,” and “to offer up” are all derived
from the same Hebrew root meaning “drawing close” indicates that the
sacrifices are the ultimate experience of closeness to G-d that we can
achieve. When we offer up a sacrifice, we do not merely connect a specific
aspect of our personality with a specific aspect of Divinity, as we do when
we fulfill any of G-d’s other commandments, but rather give ourselves away
totally to G-d.” Accordingly, when we perform a mitzvah, we connect with
a specific aspect of HaShem. However, when we offer a sacrifice, we
connect with HaShem in totality. This is because when we offer a sacrifice,
we are connecting to the Akeidah (the Son who was offered).

The Gutnick Chumash says: “Our Sages said, ‘Whoever studies the
laws of bringing a burnt-offering is considered to have brought a burnt-
offering.’ Therefore, if possible, it is appropriate to study the laws of all the
sacrifices in their entirety, and the laws concerning the Temple and all its
apparatus, as they are explained clearly in te Rambam’s work [the Mishneh
Torah], in the Books of Avodah and Korbanot.” Hosea 14:3 says, “Take
words with you and return to HaShem…” The first letters of the first three
words of this verse spell Akeidah.

A Mikvah Moment

“The three-letter root of the word mikvah (kuf, vav, heh) means “hope.” In Hebrew,
the letter mem preceding a root word indicates “place,” in this case a mikvah can be
understood to be the place where hope is actualized. Our ultimate hope and
salvation comes from submerging our entire beings in the life force of G-d
surrounding and filling us. When we can truly feel this level of the Divine Presence
in our lives, then we are full of hope and optimism. The very tangible experience of
being submerged in the waters of the mikvah creates the conditions conducive to
facilitate such an inner transformation. The mikvah symbolizes death giving way to
life, the place where hope is aroused and strengthened, where potential is awakened
and able to reach its full stature and where we can rise from level to level in an
unending spiritual ascent of the soul.” Mikvah: The Art of Transition? By Avraham
Arieh Trugman

~  Pirkei Avot 2:1, contributed by Batyah Gage

An Inspirational
Story

Labor Pains

The Rabbi of Rizhyn said: “If a
pregnant woman goes into labor in the
eighth month when her time is not yet
come, they try to stop her labor. But
not so in the ninth month. If the
woman goes into labor then, they try to
hasten it, so that she may soon give
birth. That is why formerly when
people called to Heaven begging G-d to
free the Earth of some misery, their
prayer was granted, for the time was
not yet come. But now that redemption
is near, no prayer which ascends in
behalf of the sorrowful world is of
avail, but sorrow is heaped upon
sorrow so that the birth may soon be
accomplished.”

Rabbi David Moshe told this story:
“The year he died my father could no
longer go to the House of Prayer on
New Year’s Day. I prayed with him in
his room. His service was more
powerful than ever before. When he
had ended, he said to me: ‘Today I
heard the Messiah blow the ram’s
horn.”

“The world stands on three things:Torah  ,,the service of  G-d,

and upon acts of lovingkindness”
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