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Psalm 65
For the music director, a psalm, a song
of David. Praise is awaiting You in Zion,
O G-d, and to You the vow will be
fulfilled. O You who hear prayer, to You
all flesh will come.Records of sins
overwhelm me You will atone for our
transgressions. Blessed is the one You
choose and bring near to dwell in Your
courts! We will be satisfied with the
goodness of Your House Your holy
Temple. You respond to us in
righteousness with awe-inspiring works
O G-d of our salvation hope of all ends
of the earth and farthest seas,who
establishes mountains by His power,
being girded with might, who stills the
roaring of the seas, the roaring of their
waves, and the tumult of the peoples.
Those dwelling in the uttermost parts
stand in awe of Your signs. You make
morning and evening shout for joy. You
visit the land and make it abundant,
greatly enriching it the stream of G-d is
full of water. You prepare their grain, for
so You have prepared the earth. You
drench her furrows, leveling the ridges.
You soften her with showers, blessing
her growth. You crown the year with
Your goodness. Your wagon tracks drip
with abundance.Pastures of the
wilderness overflow and hills are robed
with joy. Meadows are clothed with
flocks and valleys are covered with grain
they shout for joy, yes, they sing!

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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The King should read this Torah…Dt. 31:11 The Gutnick Chumash has an
insight to this verse that reads, “The Torah was given to us in order that it
permeate and vitalize each and every Jew without exception - man,
woman, child, and stranger - so thoroughly, and to such an extent and
degree, that one’s entire being, in all its aspects, senses, and feelings, will
become a Torah and mitzvot being.  And in order to attain this end, most
deeply and fully, the Torah was read on that occasion by the king, whose
awe-inspiring quality filled the audience with an overwhelming sense of
awe.”

You must read from this Torah before all Israel…Dt. 31:11 The Kehot
Chumash comments, “We saw above that we are all required to appoint a
metaphorical “king” over ourselves, i.e., a spiritual counselor responsible
for ensuring that we stay firmly on the path of spiritual growth. This king’s
primary responsibility is to “read to us”—i.e., inculcate us with—the
passages from the Torah that the real king reads to the people at the
septennial assembly.” On another note, many Rabbinic authorities cite
passages stating that one who “studies alone” will be led into sin. Halacha
dictates that one should study Gemara with a partner.

Several times HaShem encourages us to be “strong and courageous”.
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Psalm of
The Parashah

“Moreover, a good woman is the main reason Torah has a future…This is
why it is incumbent upon a woman to pray to G-d at the time she lights the

Sabbath candles, a commandment which is especially addressed to her, that
He may grant her children who will learn Torah and observe its precepts.

Any prayer is more likely to evoke a positive response when it is offered at a
time when one performs a commandment.” Rabbeinu Bachya Shemot 19:3

Parashah Vayelech Devarim 31:1-30
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A Spark
Of Mussar

Josephus in Antiquities 4:8 states that the public reading of the Torah,
to the entire nation, provided a warning not to stray from the truth. No one
could justify a sinful act by claiming ignorance of a particular Torah law.
Everyone herald the Torah, the responsibilities, and the penalties. Everyone
was made aware of the the “eternal truth”.

Assemble the people…Dt.31:12 The Kehot Chumash says, “As long as the
Temple is not standing, it is not possible to fulfill this commandment as
described in the Torah. Of course, we can fulfill it in any number of
allegorical ways, some of which are outlined here. In general, fulfilling any
of the Torah’s commandments involves our faculties of thought, speech,
and deed; when it is not possible to fulfill a commandment in deed, we
should still try to fulfill it in thought (e.g. by learning the laws regarding how
to observe the commandment, internalizing the lessons inherent in it, etc.)
and in speech (by reciting the passages of the Torah describing the
commandment, taking care to learn its laws out loud, etc.)”

The Sabbath between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur is called
Shabbat Shuvah (Shabbat of Return). It gets its name from the haftarah
reading which with the words Shuvah Yisrael (Return O Israel), from the
prophecy of Hoshea. It is also called Shabbat Teshuvah because it falls
during the Ten Days of Repentance.
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A Mikvah Moment
“On Yom Kippur, the holiest of all days, the High Priest was allowed entrance
into the Holy of Holies, the innermost chamber of the Temple, into which no

other mortal could enter. This was the zenith of a day that involved an ascending
order of services, each of which was preceded by immersion in the mikvah.”

Introduction to Total Immersion
~ Avos 6:2 contributed by Batyah Gage

An Inspirational
Story

The Child and the Thief

Reb Zusya of Hanipoli went to visit his
Rebbe, Reb Dov Ber, the Maggid of
Mezritch. “I have heard, Rebbe,” Reb
Zusya said, “that there are Ten Principles
of Divine Service, but I have yet to learn
what they are. I am hopeful that you can
teach them to me.”

Reb Dov Ber said, “I cannot teach then
to you, but I can point to those who
can.”

“And who might these be?” Asked Reb
Zusya

“You can learn the first three principles
from a child and the next seven from a
thief.”  Seeing that Reb Zusya did not
understand, Maggid continued: “From a
child you can learn three things: be merry
for no reason, never waste a moment's
time, and demand what you want in a
loud voice. And from a thief you can
learn seven things: do your work in
secret; if you do not complete a task in
one night, return to it the next; love your
co-workers; risk your life to achieve your
goal; be ready to exchange all you have
for even the smallest gain; be willing to
endure physical hardship; and be devoted
to your work and give no thought to
doing anything else.”

“There is no free  person other

than one who engages in

Torah  Study.”


