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Psalm 112

Halleluyah! Happy is the man who
fears HASHEM, who delights greatly in
His mitzvot. His offspring will be
mighty in the land. The generation of
the upright will be blessed. Wealth and
riches are in his house, and his
righteousness endures forever.Light
shines in the darkness for the upright.
Gracious, compassionate and just is
he.Good comes to a man who is
gracious and lends. He will order his
affairs with fairness. Surely he will
never be shaken. The righteous are
remembered forever. He is not afraid
of bad news his heart is steadfast,
trusting in HASHEM. His heart is
secure, he will not fear until he gazes
on his foes. He gives freely to the poor.
His righteousness endures forever. His
horn is lifted high in honor. The
wicked will see it and be indignant. He
will gnash with his teeth and waste
away. The desire of the wicked will
perish.

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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These are the chronicles of Jacob: Joseph …Gen. 37:2 Rabbi Munk comments
that “the Midrash explains that the Torah wanted to make the history of
Jacob depend on the life and merit of Joseph…and it ultimately came to
pass that his brothers, who had sworn to do away with him, came to kneel
before him.” Indeed, every knee would eventually bow and ever tongue
would eventually confess that Joseph’s dreams were true and that he was
Lord.

Joseph would bring evil reports about them…Gen. 37:2 According to Rashi,
this means that “anything bad that he saw regarding his brothers, the sons
of Leah, he used to tell his father.” Specifically, Joseph pointed out the
points at which his brothers departed from the Torah. In other words, one
of the biggest reason that the brothers hated him was that he pointed out
their flaws and hypocrisy.

Rabbeinu Bachya comments to the verse: “These are the descendants
of Yaakov, Joseph.”… “It would have seemed appropriate to list all of
Yaakov’s sons. and daughters. According to the plain meaning of the text
they are all subsumed under the name of Joseph seeing he combined all
the good characteristics possessed by his brothers in his own person….He
also combined within himself the Royal Powers of Yehudah as the Torah
testifies in Genesis 42:6 “Joseph was the one who ruled the land (earth?).”
The suffering Yosef embodied everything that was good from the rest of
the Tribes!
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Psalm of
The Parashah

“And as soon as [Isaac] saw her, that she did the deeds of his mother,
separating her challah in purity and separating her dough in purity, he

brought her into the tent. ”.
Breishit Rabbah 60:16

Parashah Breishit Vayeishev 37:1-40:23
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A Spark
Of Mussar

take her outside to be burned…Gen. 38:24 To this verse Rabbeinu Bachya
comments: “All the onlookers accepted Yehudah’s verdict without
argument. This teaches that Yehudah was the local judge of that
community. It was the custom in that place that any woman found
committing adultery would be burned. Bereshit Rabbah 85:10 quoted by
Rashi 38:24 claims that Tamar was the daughter of Shem (the son of Noach
whom we know as a Priest for the Supreme G-d from the time of
Avraham). Seeing that the Torah provides the death penalty by burning for
the daughters of Priests, (Leviticus 21:1) she was sentenced to be burned.”
Interestingly, this means that the seed of Messiah is born from both
Kingship and Priesthood. The Messiah was born a King but in order to
offer Himself, He had to have the spiritual seed of Priesthood.

Joseph was well built and of fine appearance…Gen. 39:6 The Kehot Chumash
states, “Spiritually, this means that Joseph was perfect and beautiful in his
fulfillment of the Torah's commandments. As we have seen, Joseph's
Divine mission was to bring others closer to G-d, to perfect others. He was
able to do so by virtue of his own spiritual perfection.” This point is
illustrated by the requirement that the sacrifices be :without blemish.” The
Messiah is perfectly sinless, which means that His Torah keeping was
without flaw.

A Mikvah Moment

“True love in marriage — fiery love — is created by constant withdrawal and
reunion [to bridge a distance].  A man has to overcome his resistance to
commitment and a woman has to overcome her resistance to invasion.

Through the ages, all sorts of explanations have been given for the laws [of
mikvah] described in Leviticus, but all of them have one thing in common:
Separation protects and nurtured the intimate aspect of marriage, which

thrives on withdrawal and reunion.” ~  Avot  1:3, contributed by Batyah Gage

An Inspirational
Story

The Sabbath of Rest

A Hasid asked the maggid of Zlotchov:
“Rashi, our teacher, says: ‘What was lacking
in the created world? Nothing but rest.
Came the Sabbath, and so rest came.’ Why
does he not just say: ‘The world lacked rest
until the Sabbath came?’ For the words
“Sabbath” and “rest” mean exactly the
same thing.”  “Sabbath,” replied the rabbi,
“means homecoming. On that day all the
spheres return to their true place. That is
what Rashi refers to: during the week, the
spheres find no rest because they have
been lowered from the place which is
theirs. But on the Sabbath they find rest
because they are allowed to go home.” Tales
of the Hasidim page 154

“For the Son of Man is Lord of Shabbat.”
Matthew 12:8

The Prince of the Torah
To those who came to him to share the
Sabbath meal, Rabbi Mordecai rarely said
words of teaching, and then only a very
few. When one of his sons once ventured
to ask him the reason for this restraint, he
replied: “One must unite with the angel-
prince of the Torah in order to receive in
one’s heart the word of teaching. Only
then, does what one says enter the heart of
one’s hearers so that each receives what he
requires for his own particular needs.”
Tales of the Hasidim page 163; see John 1:1

“Be likeservants
who serve theMaster  without the

expectation of  receiving a reward.”
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