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Psalm 65

For the music director, a psalm, a song of
David. Praise is awaiting You in Zion, O
G-d, and to You the vow will be fulfilled. O
You who hear prayer, to You all flesh will
come. Records of sins overwhelm me—You
will atone for our transgressions. Blessed is
the one You choose and bring near to dwell
in Your courts! We will be satisfied with the
goodness of Your House—Your holy
Temple. You respond to us in righteousness
with awe-inspiring works O G-d of our
salvation—hope of all ends of the earth and
farthest seas, who establishes mountains by
His power, being girded with might, who
stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of
their waves, and the tumult of the
peoples. Those dwelling in the uttermost
parts stand in awe of Your signs. You make
morning and evening shout for joy. You visit
the land and make it abundant, greatly
enriching it—the stream of G-d is full of
water. You prepare their grain, for so You
have prepared the earth. You drench her
furrows, leveling the ridges. You soften her
with showers, blessing her growth. You
crown the year with Your goodness. Your
wagon tracks drip with abundance. Pastures
of the wilderness overflow and hills are
robed with joy. Meadows are clothed with
flocks and valleys are covered with grain they
shout for joy, yes, they sing!

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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You will command the Israelites to bring you clear olive oil…Ex. 27:20 The
Kehot Chumash comments: “The word for “command” (tetzaveh) can
also mean “bond.” Hence, this verse can be read as an instruction to
Moses to bond and unite all the Israelites.”

You shall draw your brother Aaron to you from among the Israelites, together with
his sons, to minister to Me…Ex. 28:1-2  The Chassidic Insights state, “In
order to install Aaron and his sons as priests, G-d instructed Moses to
draw them to himself, because Moses was himself already effectively a
priest and therefore able to endow them with that strength…the Torah
emphasizes that the “you” of Moses, his essence, was needed to empower
Aaron and his sons not only kindle the Candelabrum but to fulfill their
role as priests in general.” We see here a precedent that the redeemer is the
one who empowers those under him with the ability to perform their
ministry duties. Secondly, we see that Aaron drew his power of priesthood
from Moses, who was on a level above him.

These are the vestments that they shall make…Ex. 28:4 The High Priest wore
eight vestments of glory and honor while ministering in the Beit
HaMikdash. However, on Yom Kippur, he wore only four.
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Psalm of
The Parashah

“ One is required to distribute charity to the poor on Purim. The applicants for Purim
money should not be scrutinized; it should be given to anyone who holds out his
hand. Purim money must not be diverted to any other charity. One should rather

spend more money on gifts to the poor than on his Purim banquet and presents to
his friends. No joy is greater and more glorious than the joy of gladdening the hearts
of the poor, the orphans, the widows, and the strangers. He who gladdens the heart
of these unhappy people imitates G-d, as it is written: "I am … to revive the spirit of

the humble, and to put heart into the crushed" (Isaiah 57:15).” Mishneh Torah

Parashah Tetzaveh Exodus 27:20-30:10

ב

ג



מ
יש

ח
תא

Shabbat Table Sparksשבת שולחן ניצוצות Continued

Sar Shalom Synagogue | 200 Bluebonnet Street, Saginaw, TX 76179 | (940) 210-1962 | www.mySarShalom.com

A Spark
Of Mussar

The Zohar suggests that the eight garments of the Kohen Gadol
correspond to the eight atributes of Mercy (Shemot 34:6). (1) HaShem, (2)
HaShem, (3) G-d, (4) Compassionate and Gracious, (5) Slow to Anger, (6)
and Abundant in Kindness and (7) Truth, (8) Preserver of kindness for
thousands of generations. The Name “HaShem” is said to mean mercy. It
appears twice because there is Divine mercy both before and after we sin.
The gematria of HaShem is 26 which is love (13) twice. Thus we have
mercy doubled and love quadrupled. The Name “G-d” is said to represent a
mercy that is even more powerful. Compassion is said to mean that
HaShem erases transgressions. Gracious means that He is gracious even to
those who do not deserve it.

The Priestly garments did not include tzitzit.

The Golden Altar is the altar of incense. The Word of Incense is Ketoret
and it means to bind.

A Mikvah Moment

“The mikvah as an institution is the victim of a popular misconception.
Immersion in water is naturally associated with cleansing. To further

complicate the issue, Jews historically were often barred by the
authorities from using rivers in their cities for bathing. In response they
built bathhouses, many with mikvahs in or near them. Together, these

factors forged an inextricable link between the idea of mikvah and
physical hygiene. But the mikvah never was a monthly substitute for a

bath or shower. In fact, the Halachah stipulates that one must be
scrupulously clean before immersing. To facilitate this requirement,
preparation areas—with baths and showers, shampoos, soaps, and

other cleansing and beauty aids—are a staple of the modern mikvah.”
Total Immersion Introduction ~  A Chassidic Master

An Inspirational
Story

G-d the Forgiver

At the time the rabbi of Rizhyn
followed the advice of his physicians and
went to Odessa to bathe in the sea, a
grandson of the famous Rabbi Jacob
Emden was living there. His name was
Meir and he strayed from the path of his
fathers. When Rabbi Israel heard about
him, he sent for him and invited him to
come to Rizhyn. He promised that all his
expenses would be covered. Meir agreed.

He had sat at the rabbi’s table only a
short time when he made complete
teshuva. One day, however, the tzaddik
noticed that he was looking depressed,
and asked: “Meir, my son, what is
troubling you? If it is your sins, remember
that the turning makes up for everything.”
Meir answered: “Why should I not be
troubled? After making teshuvah I keep
returning to sin over and over again as a
dog returns to his vomit - and how can I
know whether my teshuvah is still
accepted?”
 The Rabbi of Rizhyn touched his arm
and said: “Have you never wondered why
we read the prayer: “…For You are a
forgiver of Israel and a pardoner of the
tribes of Jeshurun.” Would it not be
enough to write: “You forgive and
pardon?” But just as it is man’s way and
compulsion to sin and to sin again and
again, so it is G-d’s way and His Divine
compulsion to forgive and pardon again
and again.”

“I actually prefer a rasha
(Sinful person) who knows he is a rasha,

to a tzaddik who

knows he is a tzaddik.”
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