
מ
ש
י

ח
תא Shabbat Table Sparks

Igniting Torah Learning at the Sabbath Table

שבת שולחן ניצוצות

BY RABBI MORDECAI GRIFFIN | A SHABBAT TORAH LEARNING PROGRAM OF SAR SHALOM SYNAGOGUE AND LAPID JUDAISM | Tamuz 5780

Want to Learn More?
Visit www.mySarShalom.com

Or www.myLapid.com

 Psalm 50
A psalm of Asaph. G-d, Elohim HASHEM has
spoken and summoned the earth from the rising
of the sun to its setting. Out of Zion, the
perfection of beauty, G-d shines forth. Our G-d
comes, and does not keep silent. A fire is
devouring before Him, and it storms around Him
mightily. He calls to the heavens above and to the
earth, to judge His people: “Gather My kedoshim
to Me, who cut a covenant with Me with a
sacrifice.” The heavens declare His righteousness,
for G-d Himself is Judge. Selah “Hear, My
people, and I will speak, O Israel, and I will testify
against you: I am G-d, your G-d. I do not rebuke
you for your sacrifices, for your burnt offerings
are continually before Me. I have no need of a
bull from your house nor goats from your pens.
For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the
cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird of
the mountains. Everything moving in the field is
Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell you—for
the world is Mine and all it contains! Do I eat the
flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats? Offer
G-d a sacrifice of thank offerings, then fulfill your
vows to Elyon. Call upon Me in the day of
trouble. When I rescue you, you will honor Me.”
But to the wicked, G-d says: “What are you doing,
reciting My laws and taking My covenant in your
mouth? For you hate discipline, and you cast My
words behind you. When you see a thief, you are
pleased with him, and your portion is with
adulterers. You have unleashed your mouth for
evil and harnessed your tongue for deceit. You sit,
speaking against your brother, slandering your
own mother’s son. These things you have done—
Should I keep silent? You thought I was just like
you—but I reprove you, and set the case before
your eyes. Now consider this, you who forget G-
d. Or else I will tear you in pieces with no one to
rescue you. A sacrifice of praise honors Me, and
to the one who orders his way, I will show the
salvation of G-d.”

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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Bamidbar 25:12, “Therefore, say: ‘Behold! I give him (Pinchas) My covenant of
peace.’” Pinchas was a zealot who committed an act of violence against two
wanton sinners. Nevertheless, HaShem grants him a “covenant of peace”.
R’ Hirsch uses this verse to teach the true meaning of “peace” from the
perspective of the Torah. Peace must be accompanied by truth in order
for it to be real. True peace can not be built upon compromise or
surrender of religious values. As Rabbi Munk states it, “He (the leader)
deliberately accepts the need to be considered troublesome or intolerant
when that becomes necessary….to safeguard HaShem’s laws.”

Bamidbar 26:11 “Korach’s sons, however, did not die.” Rashi comments that
the sons of Korach joined the dispute of their father at first but later had
thoughts of teshuvah spring up in their hearts. As a result, “a secure,
elevated area was set apart for them in Gehinom.” Therefore, the earth
swallowed them up but they did not die. It is understood that at some
point after the last generation died in the wilderness, the sons of Korach
emerged from Gehinom. Later, Samuel the Prophet would descend from
Korach. Gur Aryeh says that they descended to Gehinom because their
teshuvah was not complete (i.e. They did not confess but only “thought”
in their heart).

Rabbi Munk to Bamidbar 27:3 writes, “The original sin of the snake
in the Garden of Eden was also a sin of speech (inducing Eve to taste the
forbidden fruit).” Define “lashon hara.” Define “shimrat halashon.”

Psalm of
The Parashah

“Rabbi Phineas ben Yair says: when the Temple was destroyed, scholars and freemen were
ashamed and covered their head, men of wondrous deeds were disregarded, and violent
men and big talkers grew powerful. And nobody expounds, nobody seeks, and nobody

asks. Upon whom shall we depend? Upon our father who is in heaven. Rabbi Eliezer the
Great says: from the day the Temple was destroyed, the sages began to be like scribes,
scribes like synagogue-attendants, synagogue-attendants like common people, and the

common people became more and more debased. And nobody seeks. Upon whom shall
we depend? Upon our father who is in heaven..” Mishnah Sotah 9:15

Parashah Pinchas Numbers 25:10-30:1
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A Spark
Of Mussar

In the latter part of Bamidbar 27, Moses is instructed to anoint
Joshua as his successor. Moses asked HaShem to choose one of his sons
to be the new leader; however, the Holy One, blessed be He, replied,
“He who guards the fig tree shall eat its fruit and he who guards his
master shall be honored.” (Proverbs 27:18) Your sons sat idly and did not
engage in the study of Torah. Joshua who served you, he is worthy,”
(Midrash Tanchuma Pinchas 11). Talmud Nedarim 71a asks why it is not
common for scholars to produce scholars. R’ Yosef responded, “So that
they do not boast of receiving the Law by inheritance.”

Bamidbar 28:2 “HaShem spoke to Moses, saying: Command the Children of
Israel….My food for My fires, My satisfying aroma…” Baal HaTurim brings
down that the final letters of the Hebrew phrase “Moses, saying:
Command The” spell the word תורה (Torah). Thus, when we engage in
Torah study, it is as if we offered up an altar offering. The Kehot
Chumash draws a connection between the sacrifices being the “food” of
G-d and our prayers being the spiritual sacrifices. With our prayers, we
sustain the universe in as much as we provide “food for G-d” Who is the
Place of the World.

Bamidbar 29:1“It shall be a day of shofar-sounding for you”…The shofar
sound of Teruah (short staccato blasts) represents judgement. Thus,

Teruah is always preceded and followed by the Tekiah (long blast),
representing peace and joy.

A Mikvah Moment

“Medical science had recently discovered, to it's own amazement, the efficacy
of prayer.  Mikvah is an especially potent form of prayer...It touches on the
elemental aspects of human beings and offers, I believe, a conduit between
the physical and the divine.” Total Immersion

~ Path of the Just, contributed by Batyah Gage

An Inspirational
Story

Is it Shabbos Yet?
A neighbor of ours was known as a
G-d-fearing Jew and was respected by
all who knew him. Sadly, when he
reached old age, he became senile and
could not keep track of what day it
was. One Sunday, he entered my
house and asked, “Is it time to light
Shabbos candles yet?”

“Now it is Sunday,” I answered gently,
“so you don’t have to be concerned
about chillul (desecrating) Shabbos.”
The man left, but a few minutes later
he returned and asked again what time
candle-lighting was. I answered him
again that today was Sunday. This
scene repeated itself numerous times.

I believe that each time he asked me
when Shabbos began, he fulfilled the
positive mitzvah of HaShem, your G-d,
shall you fear (Dt. 6:13). Even though he
was confused, he still earned reward
for this mitzvah, and it would
therefore have been improper to stop
him from asking this question. And if
children make fun of a person like this,
they should be reprimanded. ~ From
Aleinu L’Shabeiach

“[In our avodah HaShem] And he must

conduct himself  like soldiers at theirbattle posts, who eat quickly,

whose sleep is irregular and who are

always ready forcombat….for (Job 5:7) ‘Man

is born to labor’”
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