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Psalm 81
For the music director, on the Gittite lyre,
of Asaph. Sing for joy to G-d our strength,
shout to the G-d of Jacob! Lift up a song
and sound a tambourine,
a sweet lyre with a harp. Blow the shofar at
the New Moon, at the full moon for the
day of our festival. For it is a decree for
Israel, an ordinance of the G-d of
Jacob. He set it up as a testimony in Joseph,
when He went throughout the land of
Egypt, I heard a language I did not
understand. “I relieved his shoulder of the
burden, his hands were set free from the
basket. You called out in trouble, and I res-
cued you. I answered you from the hiding
place of thunder. I tested you at the waters
of Meribah. Selah. Hear, My people, I will
admonish you if you would listen to Me, O
Israel! Let there be no foreign G-d among
you, and you shall not worship any alien
G-d. I am HASHEM your G-d, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide and I will fill it. But
My people did not listen to My voice. Israel
was not willing to be Mine. So I gave them
over to the stubbornness of their heart, to
walk in their own counsels. Oh that My
people would listen to Me, that Israel
would walk in My ways! I would soon sub-
due their enemies, and turn My hand
against their foes. Those who
hate HASHEM would cringe before Him
their time of doom would be forever. But
you would be fed with the finest wheat,
with honey out of a rock would I satisfy
you.”

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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Rabbi Munk brings down an interesting insight about Rosh HaShanah.
He writes, “Though the custom of blessing the New Moon on the
Shabbos preceding its arrival is practiced throughout the year, it is omitted
for the month of Tishrei. Ba’al Shem Tov explains that Israel leaves it to
HaShem Himself to bless this month. The Jewish people hope, that in
doing so, they will emerge triumphant from their ordeal of the day of
judgment, having been found innocent of charges of sinfulness (Likutei
Sichos).”

…for you to pass into the covenant of HaShem, your G-d…Dt. 29:11 The
Rabbis make clear that the continued existence of the world depends on
the continued acceptance of the covenant with HaShem. Jeremiah 33:25
says, “If not for My covenant day and night, I would not have made the
laws governing the heavens and the earth.” Thus, Torah truly is the
essence of the “purpose driven life.”

 …he will bless himself in his heart, saying, “Peace will be with me, though I walk
as my heart sees fit.”…Dt. 29:18 We have all heard, or perhaps even used, the
statement that “G-d knows my heart.” This verse is a stark warning against
such thinking. It is a teaching to us that we must not be led by our
emotions.
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Psalm of
The Parashah

“What is "enjoyment"? This is what the Sages said that one should prepare a
fatty cooked dish and spiced drinks for the Shabbat, according to ones financial

ability. Anyone who increases in his Shabbat expenditures and in preparing many
good foods is worthy of praise. If one is unable to afford (these expenditures),

even if one only makes fried vegetables or something similar in honor of the
Shabbat, this is considered fulfillment of enjoyment of the Shabbat.”

Mishneh Torah Sabbath 30

Parashah Nitzavim Devarim 29:9-30:20
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A Spark
Of Mussar

Which had accompanied you into exile…Dt. 30:3 The Kehot Chumash
comments to this verse reads: “This notion may be likened to how, when a
student is exiled to a city of refuge, his teacher must go with him. G-d is our
teacher and we are His students; thus, when we go into exile, G-d must
similarly, so to speak, go into exile along with us. We are taught that
whatever G-d asks us to do, He Himself does. Thus, when G-d sends us
into exile, He also sends Himself, so to speak, into exile with us.”

R’ Dessler, with respect to the mitzvah of making teshuvah, states that
in order to fully cleave to HaShem the sinner must “burn his bridges” so
that he will never return to his previous way of life.

Behold, I have set before you today life and good and death and evil. You should
choose life…Dt. 30:15-19 The Kehot Chumash comments, “The fact that it is
not always clear that good behavior leads to blessings and life and that bad
behavior leads to curses and death is actually what allows us to choose to be
good. If it were always clear that good behavior leads to blessing and life,
whereas bad behavior leads to the opposite, what choice could we have but
to be good? The very fact that being good does not always lead to goodness
both forces us and enables us to base our relationship with G-d on a more
profound basis. For this reason, on a deeper level, G-d (through Moses) is
here asking us to be good for its own sake, rather than for any expectation
of material reward, even when we do see clearly that being good leads to
good results.” Many people claim that Jews keep Torah in order to “earn
salvation.”
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A Mikvah Moment
“The mikvah personifies both the womb and the grave; the portals to life and afterlife. In
both, the person is stripped of all power and prowess….Immersion in the mikvah can be

understood as a symbolic act of self-abnegation, the conscious suspension of the self as an
autonomous force. In so doing, the immersing Jew signals a desire to achieve oneness with

the source of all life, to return to a primeval unity with G-d. Immersion indicates the
abandonment of one form of existence to embrace one infinitely higher. In keeping with

this theme, immersion in the mikvah is described not only in terms of purification,
revitalization and rejuvenation, but also, and perhaps primarily, as rebirth.”

 Introduction to Total Immersion ~ Berachot 34b, contributed by Batyah Gage

An Inspirational
Story

Rules of the Game

Reb Nachum of Stefansti
surprised his Hasidim in the beis
midrash one night during Hanukkah.
In stead of finding his students deep in
the study of Torah, he found them
equally engrossed in a game of Chinese
checkers.

 Embarrassed at their game, the
Hasidim made to put the pieces away,
when the Rebbe smiled and had them
set up for a new match. “Do you know
the rules of this game?” he asked them.
No one said a word.

 “Good,” the Rebbe said. “Then I
will share them with you. First, you
sometimes have to sacrifice one piece
in order to gain two. Second, you may
never move two spaces at once. Third,
you may only move forward and never
backward. And fourth, when you’ve
reached the top, you may move
anywhere you like!”

 Looking from one face to the
other, he added: “And the rules of this
game are the rules of our game as
well.”

“In a place where thepenitent  stands, not

even the completely righteous maystand .”


