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 Psalm 67
For the music director, with stringed
instruments, a psalm, a song. May
G-d be gracious to us and bless us.
May He cause His face to shine
upon us—Selah. So that Your way
may be known on earth, and Your
salvation among all nations. Let the
peoples praise You, O G-d. Let all
the peoples praise You. Let the
nations be glad and sing for joy, for
You will judge the peoples fairly, and
guide the nations on the earth. Selah
Let the peoples praise You, O G-d.

Let all the peoples praise You. The
earth has yielded its harvest—G-d,
our G-d will bless us. G-d will bless
us, and all the ends of the earth will
fear Him.

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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If a spirit of suspicion…Num 4:14 The Kehot Chumash has a long and
interesting insight to this verse: “If the husband withdraws his warning
immediately after he issues it, the wife's seclusion does not render her a suspected
adulteress. But once the scroll used in the rite of trial has been erased, it is too
late: the husband cannot withdraw his warning and annul his wife's status as a
suspected adulteress. The particulars of the rite of the suspected adulteress have
their correlations in the cosmic marriage of G-d and the Jewish people. The
equivalent of the husband's warning is G-d's command, "Do not have any other
gods before Me." (Ex. 20:3) But this is problematic: G-d is everywhere, so how
can it be said that one has secluded oneself or hidden from G-d?

The answer is that, through sin, we create a virtual concealment from G-d.
The motivation behind sin is egocentricity: the individual puts his own concerns
and desires before G-d's. He temporarily shuts G-d out of his life. Therefore, the
sages state that G-d says of an arrogant person, "He and I cannot dwell in the
same place." (Sotah 5a)

Even if a person does a good deed for selfish motives, he distances himself
from G-d. The prophet Jeremiah asks, " 'Can a person conceal himself in hiding
places and I, will I not see him?' declares G-d."(Jeremiah 23:24) The Ba'al Shem
Tov interprets this as follows:

Can a person conceal himself: If a person chooses to ensconce himself in the
study of Torah and prayer in order to transcend the material world and
experience a revelation of G-d, And I: however, this is for selfish motives and
produces an inflated sense of self ("I") I will not see him, declares G-d: G-d will not
reveal Himself to him, for G-d does not dwell with the haughty. The arrogant
person, full of himself, has no room for G-d in his life, so G-d obligingly
withdraws. Thus, arrogance causes us to be "hidden" from G-d. Nevertheless,
this concealment is not "real," but rather artificially imposed by G-d because He

Psalm of
The Parashah

“Rav Yosef says: A person should always learn proper behavior from the wisdom of his
Creator, as the Holy One, Blessed be He, disregarded all of the mountains and hills and
rested His Divine Presence on the lowly Mount Sinai. And similarly, when appearing to
Moses, He disregarded all of the beautiful trees and rested His Divine Presence on the

bush (Exodus 3:2). Rabbi Elazar says: Concerning any person who has arrogance within
him, it is fitting to hew him down, as a tree designated for idolatry [asheira] is hewn down,

as it is written here with regard to the arrogant: “And the high ones of stature shall be
hewn down [gedu’im]” (Isaiah 10:33), and it is written there with regard to trees designated
for idolatry: “And hew down [teggade’un] their trees worshipped as part of idolatrous rites

[asheireihem]” (Deuteronomy 7:5).” Sotah 5a

Parasha Naso Numbers 4:21-7:89
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A Spark
Of Mussar

abhors conceit. (Prov. 16:5) Therefore, just as a husband can annul his wife's
implication in crime when her "sin," so to speak, is of his own making, so can G-d
always forgive our implication in sin, without the need for pursuing the trial of the
bitter waters any further.

If, however, "the scroll has already been erased"—i.e., it becomes clear that
our connection to G-d when we sinned was like that between ink and parchment,
which can be separated from each other—then we have the status of a suspected
adulteress. We must therefore bring an offering of barley—animal feed. This
means that we have to realize that our approach to life until now has been lacking
both qualitatively and quantitatively: we have not been thinking enough about life,
and whatever thinking we have been doing has been based on self-awareness and
self-orientation; we have been focused on our animal needs.

Bringing this "offering" serves to subdue our arrogance, making us once again
proper vessels for Divine consciousness and G-d's attendant blessings.”

Take a census of the sons of Gershon….Num 4:22 Rabbi Munk says, “The select
group of the sons of Kehath was chosen to transport the internal objects of the
Tabernacle: the Ark, the Menorah, the Altars, and the holy vessels used for service.
These were to be carried on their shoulders…symbolically like the internal organs
of the body which are carried without the need of supporting bone structure.”
Incidentally, the Tabernacle is said to be a manifestation of HaShem and here we
have a discussion of the “internal organs”.

This is how you shall bless the Israelites…Num. 6:23 The Chassidic Insights state:
“Our sages teach us that each person's fate for the coming year is decided on the
Rosh Hashanah of that year. (Beitzah 16a) Why, then, do we pray each day? The
answer can be found in another saying of our sages: "each person is judged every
day."(Rosh HaShanah 16a)”

A Mikvah Moment
“Divine rules are created in totality: They are designed to benefit you, your husband,
your offspring. The Mikvah heightens my physical consciousness and increases my
desire for my husband.  These laws were passed down in a Divine way, not written
by a group of angry men. Men can be secretive, women can be sexists, but I don't
think G-d is a sexist..” Total Immersion Anthology, R. Slonim ~  Lubavitcher Rebbe, Contributed by Batyah Gage

An Inspirational
Story

The Growing Tree
Rabbi Uri taught: “Man is like a tree. If you
stand in front of a tree and watch it
incessantly to see how it grows and to see
how much it has grown, you will see
nothing at all. But tend to it and at all
times, prune the runners, and keep the
vermin from it, and - all in good time - it
will come into its growth. It is the same
with man: all that is necessary is for him to
overcome his obstacles, and he will thrive
and grow. But it is not right to examine
him every hour to see how much has been
added to his growth.”

Tradition has it that until Rabbi Uri recited
the Benediction of Separation at the close
of the sabbath, and separated the sabbath
from the weekday, the keys of hell were in
his hand, and souls who had been freed
from torment for the duration of the holy
day of rest could fly about in the world
unhindered.

“When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead
man. But He placed His right hand on me, saying,
“Do not be afraid! I am the First and the Last,
and the One who lives. I was dead, but look—I
am alive forever and ever! Moreover, I hold the
keys of death and Gehinnom.”

“Imagine you could open your eyes tosee,only the good in every person,

thepositive  in every

circumstance, and the opportunity in

every challenge.”

The Keys to Hell
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