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 Psalm 5
For the music director, on the wind
instruments, a psalm of David. Hear my
words, HASHEM, consider my groaning.
Listen to the sound of my cry for help, my
King and my G-d, for I pray to you.
HASHEM, in the morning You hear my
voice. In the morning I order my prayer
before You and watch expectantly. For
You are not a G-d who rejoices in evil. No
wickedness dwells with you. Braggarts will
not stand before your eyes. You hate all
wrongdoers. You destroy those who speak
falsehood. A person of bloodshed and
deceit HASHEM detests. But because of
your great lovingkindness, I will enter Your
House. I will bow toward Your holy
Temple, in awe of You. Lead me,
HASHEM, in Your righteousness, because
of my enemies. Make Your path straight
before me. For nothing upright is in their
mouth. Inside them is a ruin—their throat
an open grave. They flatter with their
tongue. Declare them guilty, O G-d! Let
them fall by their own schemes. Banish
them because of their many
transgressions—for they have rebelled
against You. But let all who take refuge in
You rejoice! Let them always shout for joy!
You will shelter them and they exult—
those who love Your Name. For You bless
the righteous, HASHEM. You surround
him with favor as a shield.

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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Korach separated himself from the rest of the community 16:1….The verse literally
says that “Korach took” but what was it exactly that Korach took? According to
Rashi, he “took” himself away from the community. Perhaps this was the very
beginning of his downfall that would lead to disastrous consequences.

Avot 5:20 tells us, “Any dispute that is for the sake of Heaven will have a
constructive outcome; but, one that is not for the sake of Heaven will not have a
constructive outcome. What sort of dispute was for the sake of Heaven? The
dispute between Hillel and Shammai. And which was not the sake of Heaven?
The dispute between Korach and his entire company.” Indeed, Korach was
motivated by jealously, a lust for power and pride. Unfortunately, many were
drawn into his dispute and, as a result, more than 14,950 people lost their lives.

With Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab and On son of Pelethm sons of Reuben
16:1….Korach had three accomplices for his mutiny from the Tribe of Reuben
but why Reuben? Some commentators suggest that they were jealous
that they had lost their frist born status to Joseph. Perhaps that is true and
Korach exploited this weakness. However, Rashi states that the actual reason for
their involvement was “because the Tribe of Reuben was a neighbor to Kohath
and his sons…..woe to the wicked one and woe to his neighbor”. Negaim 12:6,
Midrash Tanchuma 4, and Succah 56b all confirm that they were drawn into a
dispute, with which they had no vested interest, only because they were
“neighbors” to a wicked man. What important lesson does this teach us
about the company we keep? What practical steps can we take to ensure
that our neighbors are of good character?

Psalm of
The Parashah

“Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai says, "Even if he is perfectly righteous all of his days
but rebelled at the end, he destroyed all of the earlier ones, as it is stated (Ezekiel
33:12), 'the righteousness of a righteous one will not save him on the day of his
rebellion;' And even if he is a complete evildoer all of his days but repents at the

end, his wickedness is no longer mentioned, as it is stated (Ezekiel 33:12), 'the evil
of an evildoer will not make him stumble on the day that he repents from his evil.'"

Kidushin 40b

Parashah Korach Numbers 16:1-18:32
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A Spark
Of Mussar

Moses sent forth to summon Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, but they said, “We
shall not go up!” 16:12…What happened to On son of Peleth? No discussion of
Korach would be complete without a tribute to the wife of On. On was the only
conspirator who emerged out of this conflict completely unscathed. His wife
deserves all of the credit. Midrash Rabbah Bamidbar 18:20 tells the story of how
On’s wife dissuaded him from participating further with Korach’s divisive
argument. “What are you getting involved for?” She asked. “What difference does
it make to you? If Aaron is the high priest you will be a student, and if Korach
becomes the high priest you will  be a student.” On acquiesced to her logic but
he asked how he could go back on the oath that he had given to join the coup? So
she served him wine until he fell asleep. When Korach and his comrades came to
get him, she positioned herself at the entrance of the tent, let down her hair, and
began to brush it. For modesty sake, Korach turned away and On slept through
the ordeal. On’s wife saved her husband, herself, and their family. On the other
hand, Korach’s wife encouraged his rebellion just as Haman’s wife had encouraged
the plot against the Jews of Persia.

The ground under them split open 16:31…Rabbi Munk quotes from Sanhedrin
110a saying that “Gehinnom moved towards them and swallowed them up.” He
says further that “Gehinnom awaits sinners who die unrepentant and without
attenuating circumstances. There are seven levels to Gehinnom; the lowest, called
Sheol, was where Korach received his punishment.” So, does Judaism believe in
“hell”? Absolutely. Clearly, we want to avoid Gehinnom, on any level. The way in
which to accomplish this is through teshuvah (repentance).

A Mikvah Moment
“On the most essential level, a mikvah is used to transform a person or
object from one status and state to another…There is also a very serious
custom of mikvah on erev Yom Kippur. So important is this immersion that
R. Saadiah Gaon (882-942), the great leader and sage, suggests reciting a
beracha on the immersion. ” Kitzur Shulcah Aruch 162:10

~  Shabbos 133b

An Inspirational
Story

The End of the Matter
The Rabbi of Kobryn taught: “At the
close of Ecclesiasties we read: ‘The end
of the matter, all having been heard:
fear G-d!’ Now whatever matter you
come to the end of, you will always
hear this one maxim, ‘Fear G-d!’ And
this one is the whole. There is not a
single thing in all the world that does
not show you a way to fear G-d and to
serve him. All is commandment.”

Rabbi Moshe of Kobryn taught: “When
you walk over a freshly ploughed field,
furrows alternate with ridges. The way
in the service of G-d is like that. Now
you go up, now you go down, now the
yetzer hara gets a hold on you, now you
get a hold on him. Just you see to it that
it is you who deal the last blow!”

The Rabbi of Kobryn taught: “When a
man suffers, he ought not to say:
‘That’s bad! That’s bad!’ Nothing that
G-d imposes on man is bad. But it is all
right to say: ‘That’s bitter!’ For among
medicines there are some that are made
with bitter herbs.”

“Just as He ismerciful,

you shall also  be merciful.”
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Up and Down

Bitter, Not Bad


