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Psalm 51
A psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet
came to him, after he went to Bathsheba. Be
gracious to me, O G-d, according to Your
mercy. According to Your great compassion
blot out my transgressions. Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me
from my sin. For I know my transgressions
and my sin is ever before me. Against You,
You only, have I sinned, and done what is evil
in Your sight, so that You are just when You
speak, and blameless when You judge. Behold,
I was born in iniquity and in sin when my
mother conceived me. Surely You desire truth
in the inner being. Make me know wisdom
inwardly. Cleanse me with hyssop and I will be
clean. Wash me, and I will be whiter than
snow. Let me hear joy and gladness, so the
bones You crushed may rejoice. Hide Your
face from my sins, and blot out all my
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O G-d,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not
cast me from Your presence take not
Your Ruach haKodesh from me. Restore to me
the joy of Your salvation and sustain me with
a willing spirit. Then will I teach transgressors
Your ways and sinners will return to You.
Deliver me from bloodguilt, O G-d, G-d of
my salvation. Then my tongue will sing for joy
of Your righteousness. O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise. For
You would not delight in sacrifice, or I would
give it, nor be pleased by burnt offerings. The
sacrifices of G-d are a broken spirit. A broken
and a contrite heart, O G-d, You will not
despise. In Your favor do good to Zion. Build
up the walls of Jerusalem. Then You will
delight in righteous sacrifices and whole burnt
offerings. Then bulls will be offered on Your
altar.

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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It will be when you enter the Land…Dt.26:1 Rabbi Munk brings down that
Rambam,  in chapter 39 of his Guide to the Perplexed, states that the
underlying reason for the mitzvah of bringing our first fruits to HaShem is
so that “man becomes accustom to acting generously, and learns to limit
his desire for property.” Indeed, we are called to give our best to someone
else.

Yeshua taught in Matthew 6:22-24, “The eye is the lamp of the body.
Therefore if your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. But if
your eye is bad, your body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stick
by one and look down on the other. You cannot serve G-d and money.”
(An “evil eye” is a euphemism for a stingy person). In addition, the Tanak
makes it clear that HaShem abhors a greedy person.

 You shall inscribe on the stones all the words of this Torah…Dt. 27:8 R’Hirsch
taught that the purpose of the stones was never to serve as a permanent
reminder. He even believed that the Words of Torah were written on the
plaster and thus subject to fading over time. Instead, he says that the
message to Joshua’s generation was that what was fading needed to be
internalized and lived out. We are the message. Our lives are the pillar.
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Psalm of
The Parashah

“The entire income of a person is set for him from Rosh Hashana until the
next Yom Kippur, except for the expenses of Shabbat, and the expense of

Yom Tov [Holidays], and the expense of sending his children to Talmud
Torah [Yeshiva]. Upon these one may spend to his limited and the Holy

One, Blessed be He, will reimburse.”
Beitzah 16a

Parashah Ki Tavo Devarim 26:1-29:8
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A Spark
Of Mussar

Be attentive and hear, O Israel…Dt.27:9 The phrase “be attentive” is
explained in Talmud Berachot 63a as meaning “for yourselves into study
groups”. Rabbi Munk elaborates that “Torah can be acquired only in
association with others”. He further brings down a teaching from R’Yose
the son of R’Chanina relating Jeremiah 50:36 to this verse of Torah, “A
sword is upon boasters and they shall become fools.” R’Munk summarizes
the message by saying “A sword is upon the wise who sits alone to study
Torah.”

All the following blessings will pursue you and overtake you…Dt. 28:2 The
Kehot Chumash comments to this verse, “On Rosh HaShanah, our
livelihood and health are decreed for the coming year. And yet, we pray
every day for health, sustenance, and many other Divine blessings. Is this
daily prayer not superfluous, in that all has already been decreed on Rosh
HaShanah? The apparent redundancy of the second half of this verse
provides the answer to this question. On Rosh HaShanah,all the different
blessings necessary for their respective purposes descend to a certain level
of reality where they wait in store to be drawn down further into the
physical world. In order to bring them down into the physical world,
further prayer and devotion to G-d is necessary; this is the purpose of our
daily prayers. This is why the Torah speaks first of blessings “pursuing us”
and then “overtaking us.” HaShem judges our year at Rosh HaShanah but
our involvement (our prayers) are required to “access” those blessings.

 Read Devarim 28:1.
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A Mikvah Moment

“The Mikvah has all these special qualities: it erases the past, regenerates,
renews, and sustains our connection to the primordial forces of creation. It

symbolizes rebirth… It is the spiritual equivalent of the womb.”
Total Immersion pg 58

~ Mishlei 22:24

An Inspirational
Story

Nothing New

In 1777, Reb Menachem Mendel of
Vitebsk established a Hasidic community
in Tiberias. Living in Eretz Yisrael raised
hopes for the coming of the Mashiach
and the redemption of the Jewish people
from exile.

After some months, a prankster
secretly climbed up the Mount of Olives
and blew a great blast from his shofar,
signaling that the Messiah had indeed
arrived. Word quickly spread throughout
the land, and with it’s feverish
anticipation. People stopped working
and family matters went unattended.
Everyone was obsessed with the news of
the Messiah’s coming.
 When word of the Messiah’s arrival
reach Tiberias, Reb Menahem Mendel’s
Hasidim heard it and raced to share the
news with their Rebbe. “Rebbe! The
shofar was sounded on the Mount of
Olives! Moshiach is here!”

Expecting their teacher to leap with
joy, his Hasidim were surprised to see
the Rebbe rise slowly from his study
table and walk to the window. Throwing
open the wooden shutters, Reb Mendel
stuck his head out the window and took
in a long, deep breath through his nose
as if he were savoring the aroma of a
freshly baked pie. He then pulled his
head inside and closed the shutters.
Turning to his Hasidim, he said: “My
friends, I wish it were true, but I am
afraid the Moshiach is not yet among us,
for I smelled nothing new in the air.”

“Do not befriend anangry
man and do not partner with a man ofwrath .”


