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 Psalm 95

O come, let us sing for joy to HASHEM.
Let us shout for joy to the rock of our
salvation. Let us come before His
presence with thanksgiving. Let us shout
joyfully to Him with songs.
For HASHEM is a great G-d and a great
King above all G-ds. In His hand are the
depths of the earth, the mountain peaks
are His also. The sea is His—He made it,
and His hands formed the dry
land. Come, let us worship and bow
down. Let us kneel before HASHEM our
Maker. For He is our G-d, and we are the
people of His pasture, the flock of His
hand. Today, if you hear His voice: “Do
not harden your heart as at Meribah, as in
the day of Massah in the wilderness,
when your fathers tested Me, they
challenged Me, even though they had
seen My work. For forty years I loathed
that generation. So I said: ‘It is a people
whose heart goes astray, who do not
know My ways.’ Therefore I swore in My
anger, ‘They shall never enter into My
rest.’”

Insights & Questions
From the Parashah
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Rabbi Munk writes the following about the red cow: “The parah
adumah was red, a color associated with Esau. It had never been subjected
to a yoke, demonstrating the freedom from moral constraints; it was
perfect in its coloration, providing an allegory of total bestiality. It was
female and therefore associated with the Divine quality of din, harsh
judgement.” Zohar 3:54b states that the ashes of the cow represent the
nations and their contamination (i.e. savagery, wickedness, judgement).
The water represents Israel, Torah, and chesed (love). These waters
“extinguish” the effect of the nations and neutralized them. To that end,
Rabbi Munk says, “The Kohen who mixed the water of purification
became contaminated as if he had taken on the evil of the wicked nations
in order to convert it to goodness.”

“Miriam died there and was buried there. The congregation had no
water…..” 20:1-2….The Sages wondered why the death of Miriam was
mentioned immediately after the red cow. The conclusion was that this served to
teach that “just as a sacrifice serves to atone for the sins of the people, so does
the death of a righteous person” (Moed Katan 28a). R’Hirsch points out that the
parah adumah symbolizes victory over death!

Taanis 9a states that the water in the wilderness flowed from the Rock
in the merit of Miriam. When Miriam died, the water stopped. Thus the
well was called “Miriam’s well.” Why do you think that the well was named
after Miriam? Why do you think that trhe water flowed in her merit?

Psalm of
The Parashah

“Similarly, you can say: The verse states: “Make for yourself a fiery serpent, and set it upon
a pole; and it shall come to pass, that everyone that is bitten, when he sees it, he shall live”

(Numbers 21:8). Once again it may be asked: Did the serpent kill or did the serpent
preserve life? Rather, when the Jewish people turned their eyes upward and subjected their

hearts to their Father in Heaven, they were healed, but if not, they rotted from their
snakebites.” Rosh HaShanah 29a

Parashah Chukat-Balak Numbers 19:1-25:8
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A Spark
Of Mussar

Balak son of Zippor, king if Moab.….22:10 Rabbi Munk comments to this
verse, “According to the Zohar, Balak was a grandson of Jethro, who was
called Zippor [bird] and hence named one of his daughters [who became
Moses’ wife] Zipporah. Balak was the only one in the family who did not
convert to monotheism, but remained an idol-worshipper.” Ruth would
eventually come from Balak.

HaShem, his G-d, is with him and the friendship of the King is in him….23:21
The Midrash Rabbah 20:20 points out that the word for “friendship” is the
Hebrew teruah. Teruah is the word used for the blast of the shofar. Targum
Yonasan says that this is the shofar of Rosh HaShanah insinuating that
Messiah is accompanied by King Messiah (as symbolized by the shofar that
crowns the King on Rosh HaShanah). Ramban and Ibn Ezra interprets this
to mean that the “shout” of the King in their camp (Teruah literally means
shout), meaning that HaShem will overpower their enemies with the “roar”
of His voice. Revelation 4:1 says, “And the first voice, which I had heard
speaking with me like a shofar, said…” indicating that the voice of G-d is
like the sound of the shofar.

Israel settled in Shittim…25:1 Rabbi Yehoshua (Sanhedrin 106a) comments
that the word Shittim is related to the word Sh’tut which mean “insanity”. As
a result, the Sages have taught that one only sins because a spirit of insanity
comes upon him. Literally, it is crazy to sin!

A Mikvah Moment

“Rabbi Akiva said “Happy are you, Israel! Who is it  before whom you
become pure? And who is it that purifies you? Your Father who is in Heaven,
as it is said ‘And I will sprinkle clean waters on you and you shall be clean’
(Ezekiel 36:25) And it further says ‘O hope [mikveh] of Israel, O Lord!’
(Jeremiah 17:1)- just as the mikveh purifies the unclean, so too does the Holy
One, blessed is He, purify Israel.” Yoma 8a ~ Path of the Just, contributed by Batyah Gage

An Inspirational
Story

The Crowned Peg
The Rabbi of Kobryn said: “He who is a
leader in Israel must not think that the
Lord of the world chose him because he is
a great man. If the King chose to hang His
crown on a wooden peg in the wall, would
the peg boast that its beauty drew the
King’s gaze to it?”

Rabbi of Kobryn taught: “In the Midrash
we read that when Moses proclaimed to
the people that G-d would deliver them
from servitude, they said to him: ‘How can
we be delivered, for the whole land of
Egypt is full of  idol worship?’ But he
answered them: ‘Because G-d wants to
deliver you, He does not heed your idol
worship. As it is written: ‘Hark! My
beloved! Behold He comes, leaping upon
the mountains, skipping upon the hills!’
And that is the way it is now. When a man
bethinks himself and yearns to be delivered
from his evil ways, the yetzer hara whispers
to him: ‘How can you hope for deliverance!
Have you not wasted your life on trivial
matters?’ But the zaddikim say: ‘Because
G-d wants to deliver you He will not heed
what has been, He will leap across all and
everything and deliver you!’”

“Rabbi Jacob said: This world is like avestibule, before the

world to come; prepare yourself  in the

vestibule, so that you may enter thebanquethall . ”

ד

ה

ו

A Leaping Deliverance


