
 
 

 
November 30, 2022 

 
Re: Entering Phase II—Formal Engagement 
 
Dear Bishop Beard and Rev. Eunjoo Lee, 
 
Champaign New Horizon United Methodist Church’s Discernment Team / Administrative Board 
formally requests to enter Phase II—"Formal Engagement”—of the Process of Disaffiliation 
outlined by the Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  
 
With this letter, we wish to officially align New Horizon with IGRC’s Disaffiliation Process as we 
continue to discern God’s direction for our future. We wish to begin the process immediately to:   

1. Lock in New Horizon’s disaffiliation financial obligation calculations with IGRC as of this 
date. 

2. Meet IGRC’s deadlines for inclusion at the May 6, 2023, special Annual Conference, 
should our congregation determine taking steps beyond Phase II. 

 
Included with this letter are the following documents as outlined to me by Rev. Lee from the 
IGRC Disaffiliation Guidelines: 

1. A clear statement of the reason for our disaffiliation request (see below). 
2. An Attestation Form signed by our Discernment Team / Administrative Board affirming 

we believe our reasoning conforms with the requirements of disaffiliation outlined in 
¶2553 of the United Methodist Book of Discipline (BOD). 

3. A digital roster (.xls / .csv) of all professing members of New Horizon, with email and 
street addresses. 

4. A completed Church Information Form. 
 
Our Discernment Team and Administrative Board have been prayerfully considering 
developments within our denomination with regards to upholding Biblical teachings on human 
sexuality, and assuring accountability in honoring the tenets of the BOD.  
 
We followed closely during the 2019 called General Conference, and anticipated resolutions 
from General Conference in 2020, 2021 and 2022, including provisions for an exit plan should 
local churches choose. As such, we understand BOD ¶2553 presently stands as the process for 
disaffiliation of local churches over issues related to human sexuality. 
 
New Horizon’s Statement of Reason based on BOD ¶2553: 
 

We have determined we can no longer in good conscience remain in a connectional 
environment in which the BOD is not being upheld. The actions and inactions of the 
denomination have facilitated selective obedience regarding issues of human sexuality 
and application of the BOD, leading to chaos, inconsistent practice, and lack of ecclesial 
accountability. This has resulted in serious obstacles to effective ministry.  
 
The undeniable trajectory of our denomination towards more progressive theological 
teaching on issues of human sexuality leads us to believe that changes to the BOD in 
this matter at the next General Conference or thereafter are inevitable, and will lead to 
continuing turmoil.  



 
Furthermore, because BOD ¶2553 sunsets on December 31, 2023, and because we are 
not confident that General Conference 2024 will provide alternative means for future 
conscientious disaffiliation, we feel we must act while we are able. 
 
These reasons lead us to conclude that disaffiliation appears to provide greater 
opportunity for New Horizon to live out its mission and remain consistent with our 
understanding of historic Christian teaching. 
 

New Horizon’s Discernment Team and Administrative Board are in unanimous consent 
regarding our request to enter Phase II—”Formal Engagement”—in the IGRC Disaffiliation 
Process, with opportunity for disaffiliation on May 6, 2023, should we so discern.  We will 
continue in our process of prayerful discernment as we resolve a recommendation and present 
it to our congregation for consideration. 
 
We understand that after all the above items are received by the Conference, a meeting will be 
scheduled with members from the Conference Disaffiliation Coordinating Team (CDCT) and 
local church leaders to review the Disaffiliation Agreement and answer questions.  
 
Our Administrative Board and congregation are humbly praying for our church, conference, 
Cabinet and denomination as we seek God’s heart in this matter. We are eager for New Horizon 
and the United Methodist Church to be ever-fruitful for the Kingdom of God. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Glenn Heistand 
Chairperson, New Horizon Church Administrative Board 
 



 
 

 
November 30, 2022 

 

ATTESTATION FORM 
UMC BOD Paragraph 2553 Disaffiliation Process 

 
We, the undersigned, and members of New Horizon United Methodist Church’s 
Discernment Team and Administrative Board, do attest and believe New Horizon’s 
request for entering Phase II—”Formal Engagement”—of the IGRC Process of 
Disaffiliation is in keeping with the conscientious objections named in ¶2553 of the 
United Methodist Book of Discipline. 
 
 
 
Glenn Heistand, Administrative Board Chair 
 
Andy Miller, HR Team Chair 
 
Gary Denzer, Finance Team Chair 
 
Daron Osman, Trustees Chair 
 
Patty Altstetter, At-Large 
 
Rachel Einck, At-Large 
 
John Wierschem, At-Large 
 
Tony Nichols, At-Large 
 
Scott Stanifer, Worship Pastor 
 
Katie Matthews, Family Ministry Director 
 
Sara Easter, Church Administrator/Treasurer 
 
Bobbie Schnitkey, Financial Officer 
 
Mark Jordan, Pastor 


