
November 4, 2020 
Dear Friends of New Horizon, 

I.  A PERSONAL WORD FROM PASTOR MARK. 

“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.”  (Isaiah 41:10) 

Autumn greetings during one of the most historic and challenging years in our lifetime.  We’ll not soon forget 2020. 

We wouldn’t wish these hardships upon anyone.  But it’s trying seasons like this that prove the durability and ductility of our faith in Christ.  Right 
now, countless circumstances are testing our claim of God’s sovereignty and providence.  Yet time and again God quietly and consistently meets 
us with His all-sufficient grace and peace.  Praise Him. 

When this is over, we’ll all have stories to tell.  We’re realizing just how little we truly control.  But we’re learning from this experience Jesus 
securely keeps us in the uncertain and unknown.  We’re discovering just how real, central and invaluable Christ is for our lives.  Indeed… 

“We are receiving the goal of our faith, the healing of our souls.”  (1 Peter 1:9) 

Beloved, we’re not out of the woods.  But we serve a God who will never leave us or forsake us.  And we have us—NH brothers and sisters in 
Christ, all in the same boat, and looking to Jesus together.  May God continue to carry us, provide for us and use us as we navigate these days. 

Please never hesitate to contact me:  Mark@NewHorizonChurch.org, 217-359-8909.  I’d love to hear from you. 

Blessings in Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Mark Jordan, Lead Pastor 

 

II.  FALL MINISTRY UPDATE 

Something has become abundantly evident during COVID:  “People Need Jesus”—beginning with each of us and extending to everyone 
else on the planet.  We’re surrounded by so much loss, so many needs, and so many broken hearts and lives.  God, help us all. 

Which emphasizes our critical calling:  NH exists to “Lead People in a Growing Relationship with Jesus Christ.”  In this difficult day, God is 
counting on each of us and our church to serve and encourage others, and to help others know and grow in Jesus. 

For this reason, NH is rigorously pressing forward with bold and creative ministry… 

Staffing for our future.  NH stepped out in big faith this summer to fully staff our church, and God delivered the goods: 

• Katie Matthews is NH’s new Director of Family Ministry & Outreach.  Katie is innovating new ways to help families disciple their 
children.  She’s also taking the reigns to lead our church into expanded community ministry.  And Katie’s wealth of social media skills is 
helping NH expand and increase our virtual ministry engagement. 

• Aaron Zickmund is NH’s new Director of Teen Ministries.  Aaron is eager and motivated to connect with and disciple jr. high, middle 
school and sr. high students, using creative gatherings and engagement.  Aaron is also our livestream engineer, and is presently 
helping us make the quantum leap to live-bands in the worship area. 

• Sara Easter is NH’s new Church Administrator.  Sara has faithfully served as NH’s Treasurer for the past several years.  She 
recently accepted NH’s offer to greatly expand her role.  Sara now oversees our administrative teams, church operations, office 
management, support staff, building and grounds, and infinitely more. 

Virtual & Hybrid Ministry.  During COVID, NH successfully took the plunge into the world of livestreaming, chat rooms, Zooming, etc. 

• Livestream worship.  Our Sunday morning broadcasts are available to our community, our homebound, and friends in other states and 
nations.  We’ve overcome many hurdles and are presently gearing up for full-scale broadcast production in our worship area. 

• In-person worship.  NH’s Restart Team and Administrative Board continually study and amend our gathering guidelines.  We recently 
transitioned to safe, socially distanced, in-person worship in our worship area.  And we intend for our bands to be live by the Holidays. 

• Celebrate Recovery.  Our CR team worked wonders to provide Zoom groups during the lockdown, and has transitioned to in-person 
opportunities as well.  We thank God for our CR team and the ability to minister to hurts, hang-ups and habits during this time of need. 

• Other virtual opportunities and content.  NH has been operating multiple prayer chat rooms throughout the week since March, as 

well as a number of virtual discipleship group opportunities.  NH is presently creating on-demand content for personal discipleship.  



Local & International Missions.  The needs in our world have multiplied during COVID lockdown: 
• Food for our community.  We’re thankful for the NH crews that worked with local churches and schools to provide hundreds of food 

bags for local families during the spring and summer months.  We continue to fund many of our local, parachurch community ministries, 
and we look forward to our Fall Gift Card Mission in conjunction with Restoration Urban Ministries. 

• NH international ministry.  In addition to monthly support for our international ministry partners, NH raised over $6,000 to provide six 
months of food for families in proximity to the NH Orphanage in Haiti.  And many from NH helped Pastor Mark raise over $3,000 to feed 
needy pastor families in southern India.  It’s been a joy to involve our missionaries in prayer chat rooms during this global pandemic. 

Summer gatherings.  NH was blessed to offer several outdoor gatherings during the summer and fall, including worship services, teen 
events, CR and other small groups, bike rides, bonfires, etc.  We can anticipate more opportunities as we approach the spring of 2021. 

Resources on the NH website.  Watch worship services anytime, info about ministries & events, giving & more:  NewHorizonChurch.org. 

III.  FALL FINANCIAL UPDATES.  You’ll find year-to-date accounting figures at the end of this document. 

Thank you for your faithful and generous giving during COVID.  Your tithes and offerings help NH continue our essential ministries. 

General Giving. 
• Our bills are paid.  Thank God for His provision.  However, please know our 2020 expenses have been reduced. 

• Our deficit.  We are presently running a deficit of -$3,174.22.  A deficit this time of year is typical for NH. 

• Our giving is about 75% of normal.  This is certainly to be expected during a time of economic uncertainty, and seems to be in 
keeping with most churches in our area.  Thanks to so many for your continuing giving throughout. 

• Our expenses have increased going forward.  We were not fully staffed for the first half of the year.  Today we are fully staffed to 
continue ministry during COVID and beyond. 

• Our consistent giving is crucial as we end 2020 and enter a new year.  We are trusting God and our congregation for strong giving 
for the rest of the year and into 2021.  We are looking forward to fruitful ministry through the Holidays and into next year. 

• Thank you for taking advantage of online giving.  It’s a great way for us to receive your giving.  And the giving page on our website 
permits each of us to schedule recurring giving.  Online giving:  NewHorizonChurch.org/Giving/Online-Text-Giving. 

• Please know how encouraged we are by your giving.  Your regular and sacrificial giving affirms our ministries and assures us of 
your commitment to NH. 

City on a Hill debt-reduction Campaign. 
• Our mortgage trajectory is up-to-date, including our three month mortgage buffer.  Many thanks to our consistent COH givers. 

• We’re in the final stretch of our five-year campaign.  City on a Hill closes out in June of 2021.  Let’s end strong, friends. 

• Re-Fi.  Our Finance Team is presently renegotiating our loan.  Please pray with us as we work with local banks. 

• Let’s close out 2020 well.  Thanks in advance for your giving between now and the end of the year to help us continue our debt relief. 

NH Holiday Missions & giving. 
• FYI.  As we’ve done throughout our City on a Hill campaign, our churchwide fall mission is happening during November.  Between now 

and Thanksgiving we’re providing gift cards of all types ($25 maximum per card) for use by Restoration Urban Ministries. 

• End-of-year giving.  NH doesn’t intend for any special giving during the month of December.  That permits us all to complete our 2020 
General and City on a Hill giving, as well as any year-end special giving to NH.  We’re grateful for your stewardship as we end the year. 

IV.  2020 YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL INFORMATION.  (Through October 31)General Budget  

 
General Budget  

 Revenue 
  Regular Offering      $490,595.37 
  Other Revenue       $1,181.64 
 Total Revenue        $491,777.01 

 Expenses 
 Staff          $279,422.05 
 Operations       $105,230.82 

Apportionments   $78,390.00 
 Programs/Ministries  $18,968.36 
 Missions        $12,940.00 

 Total Expenses       $494,951.23 
 Deficit            ($3,174.22) 

New Horizon Mortgage Balance (3.5% Interest) 
 January 1, 2016         $2,244,398 
 December 31, 2019       $1,582,407 

 
City on A Hill Five Year Mortgage Reduction Campaign 

 Goal             $1,500,000 
 Pledged           $1,292,985 
 Rec’d thru 10-31-20     $1,074,982 

Current Cash Assets 

 Cash – General Fund 
  Checking            $188,802.89 
  Money Market Rainy 
   Day Fund           $86,313.69 
  Total General Fund      $275,116.58 

 Cash – Capital Fund 
  City on A Hill          $42,633.89 

Capital Improvements, Building 
 & Campus Fund       $27,312.18 

  Total Capital Fund       $69,946.07 


