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November 3, 2021 
 
OVERVIEW:  Core 

 
REVIEW OF LAST WEEK: God’s Healing (Receiving God’s healing in our lives) 

 
Illness is part of our fallen world.  Sin has separated us from God. 
Healing comes from reconciliation with God.  Christ brings us back into right relationship with God. 
God is a healer.  Healing is a present possibility and a future guarantee. 
Addressing healing.  Pray without ceasing.  Pray at the drop of a hat.   
 

Today:  God’s & the devil.  (Standing against the enemy of our souls) 
 
Opening Scripture 
 

1 Peter 5:8–9  Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings. 

 
1.  About the devil 
 

Names 
Lucifer (“morning star”) 
Satan (“adversary”) 
Devil is a judicial term “accuser, slanderer, adversary” 
NT:  Tempter, evil one, murderer, father of lies, ruler of the world, prince of the power of the air, the ruler of the darkness of 

this age, angel of light, deceiver, accuser, serpent, dragon 
 
This this a mythology? 

 
2.  The nature of the devil 

 
Origin 
 

Job 1:6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them. 
 
Rebellion  
 

Isaiah 14:12–15  How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the 
earth, you who once laid low the nations! You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the 
stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend 
above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths 
of the pit. 

 
Cast out 
 

Isaiah 14:12  How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, 
you who once laid low the nations! 

 
Luke 10:18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 

 
Demons 
 

Revelation 12:3–5  Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and 
seven crowns on his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood 
in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. She gave 
birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to 
his throne. 

 
James 2:19  You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

 
Attributes 
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John 8:44  You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies. 

 
John 10:10  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

 
2 Corinthians 11:14–15  And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if 
his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve. 

 
3.  The activity of the devil 
 

OT 
 

Genesis 3:1  Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
 
Genesis 3:14–15  So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the 
livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his 
heel.” 

 
Job 1:8–12  Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is 
blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you 
not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his 
flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely 
curse you to your face.” The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man 
himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. 

 
1 Chronicles 21:1  Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel. 

 
In Jesus’ life 

 
Matthew 4:1  Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 

 
Matthew 4:23–24  Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, 
and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to 
him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and 
the paralyzed, and he healed them. 

 
Luke 9:1–2  When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to 
cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 
 
John 13:27  As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. “What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus told 
him, 

 
Luke 22:31–32  “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith 
may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 

 
In the NT 
 

Acts 5:3  Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and 
have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:18  For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan stopped us. 

 
1 Timothy 5:15  Some have in fact already turned away to follow Satan. 

 
In our world 
 

2 Corinthians 4:4  The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
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Ephesians 2:1–3  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed 
the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and 
thoughts. 

 
Possession/Oppression 
 

Acts 10:38  God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and He went around doing good and healing 
all who were under the power of (oppressed by) the devil, because God was with Him. 

 
4.  The devil’s demise 

 
Romans 16:20  The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 
 
Matthew 25:41  “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. 
 
Revelation 12:7–9  And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels 
fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient 
serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.  Then I 
heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his 
Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 

 
5.  APPLICATION:  Standing against the enemy of our souls 
 

The solution is not to ignore the devil, or be oblivious, but to stand against the devil 
 

a.  Perspective 
Let's don't imagine a devil behind every bush 
Let’s recognize evil and wickedness.  It’s not just a product of our environment. 
Like Job, the devil doesn’t have free reign in our lives.  He is under God’s authority. 
The devil and God are not equal and opposite forces 
 

1 John 4:4  You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world. 

 
We’re not ignorant 
 

2 Corinthians 2:11  May Satan not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 
 

We’re no match for the devil 
 

Jude 9  But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not 
dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 

 
The devil’s no match for our God 
 

Zechariah 4:6  So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by 
my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty. 

 
b.  Truth:  Jesus defeated the devil 
 

1 John 3:8  He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

 
Colossians 1:13  For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 
loves. 

 
Revelation 12:10–11  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day 
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and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they 
did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

 
c.  Standing 

 
Posture 
 

James 4:7  Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 

1 John 1:5–7  This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 
darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the 
truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, 
his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
 

Wisdom 
 

Ephesians 4:27  Do not give the devil a foothold. 
 
Armor up 
 

Ephesians 6:10–18  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that 
you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be 
able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 
buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you 
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 

 
Offense 
 

2 Corinthians 10:4–5  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against 
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

 
6.  In the end 
 

Keep our eyes on Jesus, not the devil 
 

We win 
 

Revelation 12:11  They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their 
lives so much as to shrink from death. 

 
What’s it mean for our lives 

 

• The devil is a recurring character throughout the Bible.  Jesus speaks at length to and about the devil and demons. 

• The wicked one is no match for our God.  God is our Creator.  The wicked one has been defeated in Christ. 

• We “stand” against the work of the wicked one.  We keep our eyes on Jesus, Who combats the enemy on our behalf. 
 
Reflections for this week: 
 

• What challenges you Biblically?  (How do you understand Scripture differently?) 

• What challenges you ethically?  (How does this inform your morals and worldview?) 

• What challenges you personally?  (What might God be speaking to your heart about your personal life?) 
 
Next week:  The Mission of God.  (Our life purpose) 


