
Core:  Establishing Essentials of Faith 
Session #14:  Christ’s Church  (What’s church have to do with it?) 

December 15, 2021 
 
OVERVIEW:  Core 
 
COMPLETING LAST WEEK: Talking About God, pt. 2 (Faith-Sharing) 
 

• God intends to use us to help others know Jesus.  Let’s be ready when God calls. 

• We can help others meet Jesus.  Let’s love them into a relationship with Christ. 

• The Holy Spirit is eager.  May He find us a willing and ready vessel. 
 
1.  Following in the footsteps of Jesus 
 

a.  Engaging/Initiating.  Turning a conversation towards spiritual matters. 
Blessing others 
Offering prayer 
Asking questions 
Propositional 

 
b.  Plan of Salvation.  Perhaps one of the many we’ve discussed. 
 
c.  The Big Ask.  Inviting others to trust Christ. 

“If Jesus would come into your heart right now, would you let him?” 
 

d.  Helping others receive Christ.  The Sinner’s Prayer. 
Heavenly Father 
Please forgive me for my sins 
I asked and receive Jesus into my heart 
Jesus, help me live for You 
Amen 

 
e.  A declaration of faith.  “Jesus is in my heart.  I’m a Christ-follower.” 
 
f.  Next Steps.  Where do we go from here? 

Scripture, Prayer, Fellowship 
 

2.  The role of the Holy Spirit 
 
Burdening our heart.  2 Corinthians 5:14  Christ’s love compels us; we are convinced that One died for all. 
 
Preparing their heart.  John 6:44  No one can come to Me unless the Father draws them. 
 
Prompting us.  Isaiah 30:21  Your will hear a voice behind you, saying, This is the way, as you turn to the right or left. 
 
Conviction.  John 16:8  The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment: 
 
Salvation.  Titus 3:5  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
 
We don't know when the heart is ready.  We won’t know unless we try. 
 

3.  Dealing with intimidation and fear 
 

We’re ambassadors.  We’re simply delivering a message from the King. 
 
We’re “fishers of men” 

Let down the nets.  Let God fill them. 
Sow the seed.  Let God give it increase. 

 
Bring Aslan to the fight 
 

2 Timothy 1:7  God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind, 
 

THIS WEEK:  Christ’s Church (What’s church have to do with it?) 
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1.  What’s the “church?” 
 

Ecclesia.  “Assembly” “Gathering” “Called-Out” 
 
Acts 11:26  For a whole year the Apostles met with the church and taught a great many people. 

 
Instituted by God 

 
Matthew 16:13–18  Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon, for this was not revealed to you by humans, but by My Father in 
heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not overcome it.” 

 
Born of the Holy Spirit.  Pentecost. 

 
Acts 2:1–4  When the day of Pentecost came, the believers were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to 
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 
Here, there, everywhere 
 

“Church Visible” “Church Invisible” 
A particular congregation 
All believers around the world 

 
Gathers locally, united globally 

 
Galatians 1:2  To the churches in Galatia: 

 
Gathered before God’s throne 

 
Hebrews 12:11 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us. 

 
2.  What’s the Nature of Christ’s Church? 

 
A Body 

 
The body of believers.  All believers are a part. 

 
Romans 16:5  Greet also the church that meets at their house. 

 
The Body of Christ.  The presence of Jesus in our world. 

 
Colossians 1:18  Christ is the Head of His Body, the church. 
 

United with Christ and one another 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12–13  The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 
many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether 
Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

 
"One, holy, catholic and apostolic" 

 
One—united 
Holy—called out 
Catholic—universal 
Apostolic—following in the teachings of Jesus 
 

3.  What’s the Purpose of Christ’s Church? 
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Worship 
 

John 4:23–24  True worshipers worship the Father in Spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
 
Nurture 

 
Acts 2:42   The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching. 

 
Serve 
 

Matthew 25:40  The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me.’ 

 
Evangelize 
 

Matthew 28:19–20  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” 

 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit 

 
1 Corinthians 12:7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
 
Ephesians 4:11–13  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 
be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until 
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ. 

 
4.  What’s the Future of Christ’s Church? 
 

The Bride of Christ 
 

Ephesians 5:30–32  We are members of Christ’s Body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the 
church. 

 
Preparing for His return 
 

2 Corinthians 11:2  I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might 
present you as a pure virgin to him. 

 
The wedding of the Lamb 
 

Revelation 19:7  he wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready. 
 

Conversation 
 

Is this what Jesus had in mind? 
 
What about denominations? 
 
What about local church membership 

 
What’s it mean for our lives 

 

• Christ’s Church is God’s idea.  We’re a part if we’ve received Jesus. 

• Jesus has intentions for His Church.  Let’s serve Jesus’ purpose with our heart and lives. 

• Jesus will soon receive His bride.  May God hurry the day.  “Maranatha!  Lord Jesus, come quickly!”  (1 Corinthians 16:22) 
 

Reflections for this week: 
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• What challenges you Biblically?  (How do you understand Scripture differently?) 

• What challenges you ethically?  (How does this inform your morals and worldview?) 

• What challenges you personally?  (What might God be speaking to your heart about your personal life?) 
 
Thanks for being a part of Core!  Interested in offering Core as a small group at some point in the future?  Please contact:  

Mark@NewHorizonChurch.org 

mailto:Mark@NewHorizonChurch.org

