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OVERVIEW:  Core 

 
REVIEW OF LAST WEEK: The Mission of God (Our Life Purpose) 
 

God’s never doing nothing.  God is working 24/7 to redeem creation. 
God intends to use us.  Christ-followers are a continuation of God’s mission (Missio Dei) 
Our lives have great purpose.  Every moment of every day counts for God’s Kingdom. 

 
Today:  The Gift of Serving.  (Acts of Mercy: God’s ongoing Kingdom) 
 
Theme Scripture. 
 

Matthew 20:28  “Jesus said, ‘The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom.’” 
 

Serving marked the early church 
 

Acts 2:44–45  All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need. 

 
Serving continues to mark Christ’s church 

Missions, schools, universities, clinics, hospitals, relief 
Science, technology, art, education, agriculture, philosophy, government 
The world is a different place because of us 

 
Some distinctions 

 
Acts of Piety vs. Acts of Mercy 

 
Matthew 6:11 “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no 
reward from your Father in heaven. 
 
Mark 14:7  “Jesus said, ‘The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want.’” 

 
Personal Holiness & Social Holiness 

 
John Wesley:  “There is no personal holiness without social holiness” 

 
Q1.  Why is serving others important? 

 
1.  There are needs to be met. 
 

Luke 3:11  “John the Baptist said, ‘The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has 
food should do the same.’” 
 
Matthew 5:42  “Jesus said, ‘Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from 
you.’” 

 
2.  Serving is sacramental (Means of Grace) 

 
Acts 20:35  “Remember the words if Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
 
Matthew 25:40  “Jesus said, ‘Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’” 
 
Mother Teresa:  “In serving the poorest of the poor, we are directly serving God.” 
 

3.  Opens doors for evangelism 
 

John 13:35  “Jesus said, ‘By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.’” 
 
Matthew 10:7–8  “Jesus said, ‘As you go, preach this message: “The kingdom of heaven is near.” Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.’” 
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Q2:  What’s the difference?  Serving vs. Outreach vs. Mission 
 

Serving:  Demonstrating God’s heart 
 

Mission:  Intentional meeting needs 
 
Outreach:  Evangelism 

 
They work in conjunction with the other 

Serving > Missions > Outreach 
 

It’s all a part of the Great Commission 
 

Matthew 28:19–20  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 

 
The gift of serving… 
 

Matthew 25:23  “Jesus said, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful.  Come and share your Master’s 
happiness!’” 

 
What’s it mean for our lives 

 

• Serving is God’s way.  God has forever served humankind, as demonstrated in Christ. 

• Serving is a means of grace.  We experience God, deepen faith, find grace and meaning. 

• Serving is part of helping others know Jesus.  They will know we are Jesus’ servants by our love. 
 

Reflections for this week: 
 

• What challenges you Biblically?  (How do you understand Scripture differently?) 

• What challenges you ethically?  (How does this inform your morals and worldview?) 

• What challenges you personally?  (What might God be speaking to your heart about your personal life?) 
 
Next week:  CORE WILL NOT MEET 
 
December 1:  Talking About God, Pt. 1  (Sharing our Faith) 


