
Conversation Starter: Encountering God Through Prayer

November 13, 2016


Opening Questions:

• Tell the story of the last time you experienced deep and intense frustration. How’d you 

get past it? Were you surprised by what it was that frustrated you?


• There’s nothing more frustrating than feeling like your prayers are going unanswered. Do 
you agree with this statement? Why or why not? 


• Can you share about a time you’ve experienced unanswered prayer? Describe your 
frustration and inner dialogue that accompanies that feeling of God not answering.


Looking at Scripture:

• Read Isaiah 64:1-12… which parts of these verses stand out to you? Which parts do 

you find most surprising?


• When was the last time you prayed in such a way that you were running toward God; 
asking Him to remove barriers, set fires and make His name known? What do prayers 
like that sound like? 


• In what ways are you learning to wait on God? Are you struggling to find hope and hang 
onto Him as if your life depended on it? How so?


• What does it look like to practice joyful obedience with God? Isn’t it enough to just do 
what good Christians do? 


• Gary said, “Sometimes God doesn’t show up until we own up.” Do you find that to be 
true? How so?


• What do prayers sound like where we appeal to the Fatherhood of God?


Application Questions:

• How do you need a “hug from the Father” today? How can our group pray for you in that 

way? 


• How can the church help our community experience a hug from the Father where they 
experience His forgiveness and comfort?


End your time together praying for our world and its experience of God. Pray for our church 
that we’d be a community on our knees. That we’d run toward, learn to wait on God, practice 
joyful obedience, confess our spiritual condition, and always appeal to the Fatherhood of God.
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