
Conversation Starter: Party Animals

January 1, 2017


Opening Questions:

• What’s your favorite holiday or moment to celebrate? What feelings are stirred up in you 

whenever you think about that celebration? Who in your life is described as a “party ani-
mal?”


• Can you imagine a world without parties? What qualities make something worth cele-
brating? What do gatherings give us the ability to experience that we couldn’t otherwise?


Looking at Scripture:

• Read Luke 15:1-2 and 8-10… Can you relate at all to the feelings and outlook of the 

Pharisees? Why do you think it is so easy to develop an insiders-vs-outsiders mentality? 
What makes diverse community so challenging?


• Why does Jesus openly associate with sinners? What’s significant about the fact that 
God searches for us? As co-workers alongside Jesus, how should this shape the way we 
view and interact with (our posture toward) friends, family, and strangers?


• What’s significant about Jesus’ use of a woman in this parable? If you were to re-tell this 
story in today’s context, who might replace the woman? What does this tell us about 
who belongs in the kingdom of God?


Application Questions:

• As you look into the new year, reflecting on the highs and lows of 2016, how might you 

lean into the peace and hope being offered to you this year? How (or with whom) do you 
plan to share this?


• What’s one way you can take the humble posture of God this week, looking and listening 
for the lost in your life? How do you plan on celebrating when the lost are found?


End your time together praying for one another; that God would bless your Christmas celebra-
tion and highlight the joy in the provision of incredible mercy you’ve been given. Ask Him to 
help you be bold in singing a song of joy.

www.immanuelhome.org | 2300 Dilleys Rd. | Gurnee, IL 60031


