PALM SUNDAY: The Jesus We Get
INTRODUCTION
Ever have high expectations of someone only to have those hopes and dreams shattered when he or
she fell short of what you were hoping they’d be, do, or provide? Maybe it was a boss or co-worker who
you felt threw you under the bus. Maybe it was a spouse, family member, or close friend who just didn’t
come through when you needed them most. Maybe it was even Jesus who didn’t meet your
expectations and now you are left wondering what to do with yourself, your situation, and even with Him.
So what do you do when the Jesus you get doesn’t match the one you expect?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. How have you seen high expectations bring out the best in yourself and in others? How have you
been impacted by someone falling short of your expectations?
2. Read John 11. What expectations do you think Jesus’ disciples, Martha, Mary, and the crowds
would have had of Jesus until just before he rose Lazarus from the dead? How can you relate to the
disappointment Martha and Mary must have felt before Jesus resurrected their brother? How does
seeing Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead impact your own expectations of Jesus in your life?
3. Read John 12:1-19, Psalm 118:25-26, Zechariah 9:9-10. In what ways do you see Jesus being the
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies of a promised Messiah? In what ways were people’s
expectations of Jesus as Messiah misplaced or misunderstood?
4. Read John 12:16. Why do you think John wanted to make sure we knew that Jesus’ own disciples
didn’t fully understand what Jesus was doing that first Palm Sunday until after his resurrection? How
does seeing Jesus as the promised Messiah aﬀect the way you view and trust Jesus in your life?
5. When we move from wishing something to be true to “expecting” it to be, we’ve moved into territory
that says this must become reality or I can’t trust any more. If “destructive expectations” of Jesus
are ones that a) make you king instead of him, b) aren’t promised in scripture, and c) must be fulfilled
in your lifetime to trust Jesus, then what are some “destructive expectations” you put on Him?

MOVING FORWARD
If “the Jesus we get is better than the one we expect,” then what are some right expectations you can
put on Jesus, so that as you see him meet those expectations your trust in Him will be strengthened?

CHANGING YOUR MIND
“Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world…” –– John 18:36a
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