
 

Part 2: Response Ability


INTRODUCTION 
In order to take responsibility for your life, you need to look at your response ability. Do you 
have the ability to respond appropriately to anything life sends your way? You may not be able 
to control the hand that you’re dealt, but you can control how you play that hand.   

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Why are some people more inclined to play it safe in life while others will take risks? Which 

category do you see yourself falling into? 


2. Have you met Christians who seem to think following Jesus is all about playing it safe? 
What do you suppose drives that thinking?


3. Read Matthew 25:14-18. Does it strike you as odd that the boss didn’t give each individual 
the same amount? Wouldn’t that have been a fairer assessment? If this is how God 
measures our own stewardship, are you relieved? Or do you feel something else?


4. Read Matthew 25:19-30. What do you suppose the boss’s response would have been if 
each had attempted to invest but failed to render a profit? Is he more concerned with the 
return on investment or the investment itself?


5. Do you agree with this statement? Fear of loss often drives inaction. Why or why not?


6. The Message paraphrases the boss’s response this way: That’s a terrible way to live! It’s 
criminal to live cautiously like that! That’s strong. How do you feel about it?


MOVING FORWARD

Make your life’s work making your life work. Ask yourself: 1) What do I have to invest? 2) What 
am I doing with my resources right now? 3) What’s one thing I can do this week to make my life 
work? Remember that doing good isn’t about earning God’s love or friendship, but practicing 
responsible stewardship with what you’ve been given. 

CHANGING YOUR MIND

To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. 
But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. —Matthew 25:29 
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