
Conversation Starter: Joy in the Provision

December 18, 2016


Opening Questions:

• What’s your favorite Christmas song? Why that song? What feelings well up in you 

whenever you hear it? 


• Can you imagine this time of year without music? How different do you think everything 
would be if that were the case? What does music give us the ability to experience that 
we couldn’t otherwise?


Looking at Scripture:

• Read Luke 1:46-56… Is this how you would have responded if you were in Mary’s 

shoes? Remember: you’re poor, having a child out of wedlock and the place you live is 
under the oppression of Rome. Why does Mary seem to have such a positive, joyful 
outlook on her situation? 


• The first theme we see in this song from Mary is: The God who is over all, provides for 
the one. Do you think our society is a collectivistic or individualistic one? Do we put 
community over individuals or the other way around? How does your answer influence 
your understanding of this theme? What does it mean that you are significant to God?


• The second theme in this song is: The God who is all-powerful lifts up the powerless. 
Do you believe that God is revolutionary in upsetting the human order but conservative in 
keeping ancient promises? Does it matter what’s on your name tag? To humans? To 
God? How do those answers affect the way you navigate life?


• The third theme is: Even though God is mighty, he provides through mercy. Even 
though we might forget God, he doesn’t forget us. Would you agree that you forget God 
often? Why do you think so many of us struggle with that? How do we live in his mercy 
and his mindfulness of us when we feel so horrible for not being the same toward him?


Application Questions:

• How do you plan to remember God’s mercy this week? What will taking joy in his 

provision of it look like?


• What song are you singing when you’re with your co-workers? How about the other 
moms at coffee? How about the people in your family that just rub you the wrong way?


• How much do you let your circumstances affect your song? If Mary’s didn’t change the 
words of her song, how will you do the same with intention this Christmas?


End your time together praying for one another; that God would bless your Christmas 
celebration and highlight the joy in the provision of incredible mercy you’ve been given. Ask 
Him to help you be bold in singing a song of joy.
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