
Conversation Starter: Joy in the Portion

December 4, 2016


Opening Questions:

• Have you ever used a service that would fall under the “shared economy” umbrella? 

Maybe Uber, bikes in the city, YouTube, Wikipedia? What was your experience like? 


• Why do you think it’s become so common for people to borrow or share assets from 
others instead of purchasing them to own? Is it a good thing? Why or why not?


• Have you ever considered that one of the greatest ways to be generous during the 
holidays has nothing to do with money, but sharing our greatest asset…joy? What does 
it look like for you to share joy with someone else?


Looking at Scripture:

• Read Luke 1:57-66… Share about a time you took great joy in someone else’s victory? 

What factors had to be present in order for that to happen? Explain how you shared in 
their joy practically. 


• How can we consistently draw people’s attention to God as the source of our joy? How 
do we go about sharing joy without taking credit for it or giving credit to some thing? 


• Why do we so often tell someone about something we’re in awe of? How do we usually 
explain it? Why is it so difficult to put into words and yet we attempt to anyway?


• If true, lasting joy comes from someone other than ourselves, what does that mean with 
regard to getting in “into the hands” of others? What’s our responsibility and how do we 
go about carrying that responsibility out?


Application Questions:

• This week’s bottom line was JOY IS MEANT FOR COLLABORATIVE CONSUMPTION. 

Why does joy seem to require community in order to be experienced to the fullest?


• How are you doing at building trust with those around you to the degree that they’d 
participate in a joy sharing economy with you? How can you improve your trust factor 
with others? What’s required?


• Is it really better to give than receive? Why are we so quick to believe and act on that 
idea when it comes to wrapped packages but not the joy of the Lord? How will you 
change your thinking on that this season?


End your time together praying for one another; that God would bless your Christmas 
celebration and highlight the joy in the portion He’s given you. Ask Him to help you share joy 
with others who need it so desperately this year.
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