
Conversation Starter: I’m Thinking…

September 18, 2016


Opening Questions:

• Have everyone pull out a smart device and Google “facts about the human brain.” Spend 

a few minutes sharing the most interesting facts found. Now revisit the question Josh 
asked at the beginning of the message from Sunday morning: “If the brain is so powerful, 
why do so many people separate it from religion?


• Have you ever heard the phrase, “you just have to believe”? How did it make you feel? 
Have you ever used it with someone else? Why do you suppose it’s such a go-to for so 
many Christians?


Looking at Scripture:

• Read 1 Timothy 1:15-17… Thinking about who Paul used to be (Saul, an enemy of 

Christianity), what stands out to you as significant changes in how he thinks about 
things? Specifically, how he thinks about Jesus, sinful people, and himself? 


• If God is patient with even the worst of sinners, what’s that say about how we should 
interact with our family, friends and coworkers that don’t follow Jesus? How do church 
people typically think about people outside the church?


• Verse 17 reveals that Paul’s primary concern is the honor and glory of God—His fame. 
Thinking through the sentences before, what is Paul’s primary method of making God 
famous? What does this say about our own lives? 


Application Questions:

• This week’s bottom line was THINK CHRISTIANLY ABOUT EVERYTHING. How do you 

plan to begin developing a mind for God, starting this week? What are ways you can 
renew your mind to think more like Jesus and have it set on the things of the Spirit?


• Discuss what it might look like for your group to choose a topic that’s on the forefront of 
society these days, and create a research plan for a deeper understanding of that issue. 
What if 1-2 people did study from the Bible; while another couple people looked into the 
“other,” as Josh called it, and researched some of the psychology and/or non-Christian 
points of view; and then finally, another few did the more pop culture study. Then come 
together to share what’s found. Is that something the group might be interested in?


End your time together praying for one another and how each in the group will work to make 
Jesus famous for the right reasons this week. Perhaps the group leader can send a text/email 
reminding everyone to think different this week.
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