
Message: Running on Empty - God Provides in the Wilderness - January 16, 2022

INTRODUCTION
Family trips can be amazing. You can see and experience new things, make fun memories, and
years later look back on those trips and smile. But family trips don’t always go according to plan.
Sometimes they go really wrong. The Israelites “family trip” to the Promised Land didn’t go
according to their plans. In fact, things went horribly wrong. Fortunately for us, there’s a lot we
can learn from their experience as we take our own journey through life…even life in the
wilderness.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Talk about some of your favorite “family trip” memories you have. Share about a time when a
family trip didn’t go according to plan.

2. Read Numbers 9:15-23 and 10:11-13. After giving Moses instructions to build the
Tabernacle, the Lord’s presence appeared in a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night over
the Tabernacle to guide God’s people and to remind them of His presence with them. Why is
it important to both recognize God’s presence with you and follow His leading when you’re in
the wilderness?

3. Read Numbers 11:1-10 and 11:31-35. It doesn’t take long for the “family trip” to fall off the
tracks. Like the Israelites In the wilderness, we’re tempted to think the grass was greener
back then and to complain about our problems, rather than praise God for His provision. How
do you see these two temptations at work in your own life? What things have you been most
tempted to complain about recently?

4. Read Numbers 12:1-16. In the wilderness, Aaron and Miriam were tempted to become
prejudiced against and jealous of others.  In what ways do you see this temptation in your
life?

5. In Numbers 13, 12 men spied out the land of Canaan. Two (Caleb and Joshua) reported that
the land was good and that the Israelites could take the land. The other 10 said the people in
the land were too strong. This shows us how in the wilderness, we are tempted to look to
our own strength rather than God’s. Share about times you’ve done this, and how you want
to look to God’s strength rather than your own moving forward.

6. Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-14. Throughout the Israelites’ journey, they continually fell into
temptation. Those sins required God’s justice to come upon them, yet we also see God’s
mercy and grace.  Paul writes that these things happened so that we could overcome
temptation and evil as we look to Christ to help us flee idolatry and escape temptation.  How
do you need God’s grace, mercy, and power to overcome temptation in your life today?

MOVING FORWARD
When we are in the wilderness, we’re tempted in many ways, but Jesus makes it possible to
overcome any temptation that comes our way because of His work on the cross. Confess your
sins to Jesus, asking Him to fill you with His Spirit so you can live joyfully and obediently for Him!
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CHANGING YOUR HEART & MIND
Father, thank You for Your mercy and grace even though we deserve your justice and judgment.
Help us to trust Your provision and to look to Jesus and follow the Holy Spirit’s leading to help us
overcome temptation this week.

11 And the LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people despise Me? And how long will they
not believe in Me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? - Numbers 14:11
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