
The City 
A Place Without Enemies


Getting to Know You:


• What was the best part of your week?


• Thinking about the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, 
kindness, faithfulness and self-control), which do you sense God working on most in 
your life?


Sermon Discussion:


• What do you think about the sociological study that found having enemies enhances our 
lives? Do you agree with that? Why or why not?


• Have you ever (maybe subconsciously) adhered to the ancient rule of community: love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy? How do you see this on display in today’s society? 
What about in today’s church?


• Read Matthew 5:43-48. Who are the tax collectors of our day? Who are those that often 
get ostracized and isolated? Who might Christians consider to be their enemies? Maybe 
create an actual list on paper.


• Can you imagine having an earnest desire for the good of your enemies? What might 
that look like for Christians today? Imagine how the church could tangibly desire good 
for them?


• Why do you suppose Jesus chose love as the defining value of his movement? How 
does this make us complete and whole? Why would this be something that set us apart? 
Why would it set us apart today?


Application Questions:


• The bottom line is: WE DON’T LOVE BASED ON THEM, WE LOVE BASED ON HIM. It’s 
natural for us to determine whether or not someone is lovable based on their merit, 
what’s the problem with that? What would be the problem for us if lovability was based 
on our own merit?


• What enemy do you need to create some cognitive dissonance with this week? Think of 
the person(s) you could serve—taking action before adoration to build affection. Share 
with the group what you plan to do.


• What outsider can you ask to help you with an insider-task this week? Can you think of a 
neighbor you haven’t met and how you could connect with them?

www.immanuelhome.org | 2300 Dilleys Rd. | Gurnee, IL 60031


