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February, 7,  2016 

Each week, we encourage you to use this conversation starter with family or friends to 
dig deeper into the truth of Scripture brought up during the Sunday message. 

It’s been said that holding on to bitterness is like drinking poison and expecting the other 
person to die. What do you think about this quote? 

Read or skim Genesis 42-44.  

In your own words, summarize what happened in these verses.  

Though Judah was the cause of Joseph’s enslavement, we now see that he’s willing to 
become a slave himself so that Benjamin could be free. What do you think might’ve caused 
Judah’s change of heart? Talk about a time when God gave you a similar change of heart. 

Read Genesis 45 

According to Joseph, why was he in Egypt in the first place? What bigger plan was God 
unfolding? 

How do you think Joseph’s brothers felt after finding him alive and powerful?  

It would have been easy for Joseph to stay bitter. What makes forgiveness so hard? Why 
do you think Joseph was able to forgive his brothers? 

Read Hebrews 12:15,  Luke 22:33-34, Ephesians 4:32, and Romans 8:28. 

Has anyone ever made you bitter? What caused your bitterness and how did it affect 
you? 

What should be the motivation for Christians to forgive? Why is having the right motiva-
tion so important?  

What is so powerful about forgiveness and why do you think Jesus cares so much about 
our willingness to forgive others? 

Is there anyone in your life from whom you are withholding forgiveness? What is holding 
you back? 

We forgive because Christ forgave us. Spend time as a group focusing on the forgiveness 
Christ offered you on the cross by watching this video. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+42-44
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2045&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12%3A15%2C++Luke+22%3A33-34%2C+Ephesians+4%3A32%2C+Romans+8%3A28&version=NLT


Search for Matthew West - Forgiveness (Lyric Video) in your web browser or click the link. 
Join the band in worship either silently as you listen or by singing along. Spend time pray-
ing for those in your life who need forgiven, and meditate on Christ’s forgiveness of us. 
Pray for any requests your group might have. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIbCpy0CQEo

