
 

Discussion Guide: May 17th, 2026   
Series: NEVER ENOUGH: Why nothing seems to satisfy. 
Message: I Am the True Vine 
Kyle Dwyer 
 
Focus Passages: 
John 15:1–11 (ESV) 
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear 
fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not 
abide in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
 
Discussion Questions 
1. Jesus begins this passage relating our spiritual life with him to a grape vine. Think about all 
kinds of fruit, most of them produce incredible fruit from a small but vital connection to the larger 
plant where life flows from the vine/trunk into the branch to produce fruit . Think about that in 
regards to your spiritual life (and verse 5 above) - if Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches 
that produce fruit, how is your life with Jesus supposed to resemble that?  
 
2. Jesus was contrasting life with him to the religious but spiritually empty life of those who did 
religious deeds at the temple where the golden grapes symbolized their hard work and hope 
that God would bless them in that temple. Ultimately, Jesus is distinguishing Himself and living 
with him as different from all human-made religions. This means there are two ways to live: 
self-made performance based living where we work hard, do religious things, and God is happy 
with us (a false vine), and grace based living where we thrive because of our connection to what 
Jesus has already done for us (a true vine). Why is it so important for us to understand the 
difference between these two ways of living and having a relationship with God? How can a 
relationship with God that is performance based be damaging to our relationship with Him?  
 
3. Jesus invites us into this relationship with Him as the True Vine by telling us just how much 
He loves us (see verse 9 above). Think about that verse for a moment. Jesus tells us that He 
loves us like God the Father loves Him. And He proved it when He died in your place on the 
cross. Do you believe that He loves you that much? Do you live like He loves you that much?  
 
4. Jesus is calling us to stop looking for spiritual life in other “false vines.” Think about your life - 
where do you look for the strength and joy that only Jesus can bring? What false vines are you 
putting your hope in for spiritual life that can never satisfy you?  
  

FLIP OVER >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 



5. Jesus calls us now to abide in Him. To abide is to stay in proximity with and be close to. To do 
this, we must prioritize embracing the reality that Jesus is with us. We do this especially when 
we read His word, and talk to Him (and He talks to us!). Do the rhythms of your life reflect that 
abiding with Jesus is your #1 priority? How can you stay close to Jesus and embrace your 
relationship with Him this week?  
 
Time of Prayer:  
Take some time to pray through the prompts below. If you are in a group, assign one to 
anyone willing, and take turns praying together.  

-​ Pray that God would graciously show you how much you need to abide in Jesus.  
-​ Pray that you would embrace the wonderful relationship you have with Jesus as 

one of His followers.  
-​ Pray for those around you, especially brothers and sisters in Jesus, who are 

living performance based lives instead of grace based lives with Jesus. 
-​ Pray that the Church (the people of both local churches and global churches) 

would be so empowered by their abiding in Jesus that they would be more and 
more fruitful and the Gospel would go forward!  

 


