Discussion Guide: May 10th, 2026

Series: NEVER ENOUGH: Why nothing seems to satisfy.
Message: | Am the Good Shepherd

Joe Boerman

Focus Passages:
John 10:11-15 (ESV)

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a
hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is
a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 | am the good shepherd. | know my own and
my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and | know the Father; and | lay down my life
for the sheep.”

John 10:27-30 (ESV)

27 “My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me. 28 | give them eternal life,
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has
given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s
hand. 30 | and the Father are one.”

Psalm 23 (ESV)

1 The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.

3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

4 Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in the
house of the LORD forever.

Discussion Questions

1. The message this week spoke directly to those who are teary, tense, and tired. Which one of
those do you identify the most with today? Do you believe that God cares about that? Why or
why not?

2. When we think about Jesus being our “Good Shepherd”, one of the first realities it leads us to
is His care for us. Jesus’ care for us, even when we don't feel it, is the wonderful reality that He
is never uninterested in our pain, suffering, turmoil, and frustration. The Good Shepherd hears
you and cares about your pain. Now let’s put this at street level: this means that when life is
unbearably hard, Jesus is still in control, and He still cares, and you can still trust Him. How
does learning to trust in the care of Jesus the Good Shepherd help you in the midst of your trials
and difficulties?

3. When Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd,” his original hearers would have immediately

been taken to Psalm 23. In calling Himself the Good Shepherd, Jesus is calling us to look at
Psalm 23 and say, “That’s Him!” With that in mind, read Psalm 23 out loud and slowly. What
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resonates the most with you about the character of Jesus as the Shepherd of your life? How
does Jesus’ care, comfort, closeness, and commitment to you become real to you as you reflect
on this Psalm?

4. Jesus makes it clear that the greatest way that He is the Good Shepherd is that He laid His
life down for His sheep on the cross (John 10:15). For a moment, think about the incredible
reality that is presented here: you, as one of Jesus’ sheep, were so valuable to Him, that He
willingly traded Himself for you, took the punishment for your sin, and died in your place. Ask
yourself this question: how does that show you how much He loves you? And further: how does
that truth - that Jesus willingly gave His life for you - shape how you trust Him in the midst of
great trials? (See Psalm 23:4)

5. What in your life today feels like the opposite of Psalm 23?7 What do you need to trust the
closeness, comfort, care, and commitment of the Good Shepherd in the midst of today?

Time of Prayer:
Take some time to pray through the prompts below. If you are in a group, assign one to
anyone willing, and take turns praying together.

- Pray that God would graciously show you the reality of Jesus being the Good
Shepherd.

- Pray that you would embrace living in the truth that Jesus’ is your Good
Shepherd and you can trust Him at all times.

- Pray for those around you, especially brothers and sisters in Jesus, who are
struggling in the midst of trials so that they would experience the wonder and
power of Jesus the Good Shepherd.

- Pray that the Church (the people of both local churches and global churches)
would follow Jesus’ call to proclaim that the Good Shepherd died to save them!



