Discussion Guide: April 19th, 2026

Series: NEVER ENOUGH: Why nothing seems to satisfy.
Message: “I Am The Light of the World”

Kyle Dwyer

Take Home Truth: More than light, you need Jesus.

Focus Passages:
John 8:12-20 (NLT)

12 Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “l am the light of the world. If you follow me,
you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.”

13 The Pharisees replied, “You are making those claims about yourself! Such testimony is not
valid.”

14 Jesus told them, “These claims are valid even though | make them about myself. For | know
where | came from and where | am going, but you don’t know this about me. 15 You judge me
by human standards, but | do not judge anyone. 16 And if | did, my judgment would be correct in
every respect because | am not alone. The Father who sent me is with me.

17 Your own law says that if two people agree about something, their witness is accepted as
fact. 18 | am one witness, and my Father who sent me is the other.”

19 “Where is your father?” they asked. Jesus answered, “Since you don’t know who | am, you
don’t know who my Father is. If you knew me, you would also know my Father.”

20 Jesus made these statements while he was teaching in the section of the Temple known as
the Treasury. But he was not arrested, because his time had not yet come.

John 8:28-32 (NLT)

28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man on the cross, then you will
understand that | AM he. | do nothing on my own but say only what the Father taught me.

29 And the one who sent me is with me—he has not deserted me. For | always do what pleases
him.”

30 Then many who heard him say these things believed in him. 31 Jesus said to the people who
believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Ephesians 5:3-9 (NLT)

3 Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no place
among God’s people. 4 Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes—these are not for you.
Instead, let there be thankfulness to God. 5 You can be sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy
person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God. For a greedy person is an idolater,
worshiping the things of this world.

6 Don'’t be fooled by those who try to excuse these sins, for the anger of God will fall on all who
disobey him. 7 Don’t participate in the things these people do. 8 For once you were full of
darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light! 9 For this light within
you produces only what is good and right and true.
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Discussion Questions

1. As we go through our lives, we sometimes find that what we thought was true didn’t turn out
to be so. Think about when that has happened to you: when have you thought something was
true, and been thinking and living according to that, and then (the “lights came on”) found out it
was false? How did that affect you in the moment?

2. In John 8, Jesus is making an incredible claim: that He is the source of truth and salvation
that our souls ultimately need. He also makes it clear that without Him, we are walking in
darkness. That darkness is the darkness of separation from God because of our sin. It is a state
of being where we are separated from God, and believing and living in many lies. Think about
your own life before knowing Jesus: can you remember what it was like to live in spiritual
darkness without Jesus? What did “walking in darkness” look like in your life?

3. Jesus makes it clear that He is God, and only He can give us the truth and salvation we need
to be brought out of spiritual darkness and into His light. Jesus speaks in the language of
slavery - in darkness, we are slaves to sin, but in Him, we are set free to love and serve Him,
which is true freedom. Jesus is making a huge claim that when we believe in Him, He promises
He will transform us with truth. How has Jesus transformed you with His truth? What'’s the
difference in your life between walking in darkness and walking in the light of Jesus?

4. Jesus’ statement that He is the light of the world, points to when He took our darkness on the
cross. On the cross, Jesus cried out with the deep anguish that our souls deserved, to the point
where He cried, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:33-34) In that
moment, Jesus was experiencing your darkness in your place, and simultaneously purchasing
your eternity of life and light with Him. Take a moment to dwell on the reality of Jesus’ love for
you on the cross and how He has become your light: your life and salvation, forever.

5. For believers, we have already been taken out of darkness and put into Jesus' light when we
first believed in Him. But now, our lives are a journey of learning and embracing what it means
to be people of light (see Ephesians 5:3-9). Look at the Ephesians passage above - reflect on it
for a moment. What does it mean for you, today, from this passage, to live in the light of Jesus?
How is the Holy Spirit calling you out of your old darkness and into the light of Jesus?

Time of Prayer:
Take some time to pray through the prompts below. If you are in a group, assign one to
anyone willing, and take turns praying together.

- Pray that God would graciously show you how amazing Jesus’ sacrifice for your
sin and darkness was.

- Pray that you would embrace living in the light of Jesus, and that those who know
Jesus around you do the same.

- Pray for those around you who are still living in darkness and don’t know Jesus.
Ask God to show them their need for Him, and that they would accept Jesus for
who He really is: as their savior and the absolute leader of their lives.

- Pray that the Church (the people of both local churches and global churches)
would be such a light in the darkness of this world, that people would be drawn to
Jesus through them.



