Discussion Guide: March 1st, 2026

Series: The Grand Design: Creation, Chaos, and Christ
Message: Our Authentic Identity - Male and Female
Kyle Dwyer

Take Home Truth: Your authentic identity is found in what God says about you.

Focus Passages:

Genesis 1:26-27 (CSB)

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. They will rule the
fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole earth, and the creatures that crawl
on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image; he created him in the image of God; he
created them male and female.

Genesis 2:15-25 (CSB)

15 The LORD God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it and watch
over it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree of the
garden, 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the day
you eat from it, you will certainly die.” 18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to
be alone. | will make a helper corresponding to him.”

19 The LORD God formed out of the ground every wild animal and every bird of the sky, and
brought each to the man to see what he would call it. And whatever the man called a living
creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all the livestock, to the birds of the sky,
and to every wild animal; but for the man no helper was found corresponding to him. 21 So the
LORD God caused a deep sleep to come over the man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs
and closed the flesh at that place.

22 Then the LORD God made the rib he had taken from the man into a woman and brought her
to the man. 23 And the man said: This one, at last, is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh;
this one will be called “woman,” for she was taken from man.

24 This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with his wife, and they become
one flesh. 25 Both the man and his wife were naked, yet felt no shame.

Discussion Questions

1. Think about your driver’s license, school, or other ID card. Does that picture and information
tell the whole story about you? Can you remember what was going on in your life when that
picture was taken? What was the story of your life at that time, what defined you the most?

2. God has made us male and female, and there are clear differences between the sexes, which
includes the way we process the world around us. We were made to need each other. When
have you needed someone of the opposite sex’s help at work, school, or at home?

3. God wants us to find our identity as men and women made in His image. This means that
God wants us to embrace who we are as men and women made in His image. What does it
look like to carry that conviction with clarity and compassion into our homes, jobs, and schools
today?
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4. When we come to Jesus, He gives us a new heavenly ID card that shows that we are united
to Him. Our ultimate identity as men and women must be found in the person of Jesus Christ
and what He has done for us in His death and resurrection for us. What other identities are in
competition with that identity in your life? What identities do you need to put underneath the
identity you have in Jesus?

Time of Prayer:
Take some time to pray through the prompts below. If you are in a group, assign one to
anyone willing, and take turns praying together.

1.

Pray that God would allow you to see the world around you according to the truth
of His word that God’s good authority has made humans as male and female in
His image.

. That God would help you see your ultimate identity in Jesus clearly and to live

accordingly in praise to Him.

For the work of the Holy Spirit to help you to embrace who God has made you in
His good authority, and to treat others with compassion.

That God would give you clarity on the truth of the Gospel and what it means to
bring that truth into the world around you with compassion and clarity.

We want to encourage you to continue your study of God'’s truth in Scripture on these
topics. One of the most helpful resources that we recommend is The Center for Faith,
Sexuality, and Gender.

The Center for Faith, Sexuality, and Gender
https://centerforfaith.com/
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