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As I minister to hurting people, I 
find myself returning again and 
again to certain passages in the Bi-
ble. One of my favorites is Mat-
thew 12:20, “A bruised reed he 
will not break, and a smoldering 
wick he will not quench, until he 
brings justice to victory” [ESV]. 
This verse has become a trusted 
friend because it speaks comfort 
and hope into the worst circum-
stances. It shows us the tender 
heart of Jesus for broken people. I 
often share this verse when some-
one is anxious about a loved one 
who has died, and that person had faith in Christ or 
something like it, but their life was in a bad place.  
 

Matthew borrowed this description of Jesus from Isai-
ah. In Matthew 12, Jesus’ ministry provokes a hostile 
reaction from some Pharisees. Jesus heals a man on the 
Sabbath, and they consider this sacrilegious. They 
begin to plot against Jesus. For the time being, Jesus 
withdraws. Matthew sees the hostility and Jesus’ re-
sponse as the fulfillment of a prophecy in Isaiah, which 
he quotes at length. The bruised reed verse is part of it. 
Specifically, he quotes Isaiah 42:1-4. This is significant 
because Isaiah 42:1-4 is the first of Isaiah’s prophecies 

about a figure he calls “the 
Servant of the Lord.” This 
Servant will be “a light for the 
nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the 
earth” [Isaiah 49:6]. Isaiah also 
says of the Servant, “He was 
pierced for our transgressions; 
he was crushed for our iniqui-
ties; upon him was the chastise-
ment that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are 
healed” [Isaiah 53:5]. Thus, 
Matthew wants us to recognize 
that Jesus is the Savior whom 

God promised through the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Isaiah did more than foretell the coming of the Savior. 
He described both the Savior’s mission and his charac-
ter. His mission was to die for our sins. His character  
is compassionate, as we see in Isaiah 42:3, the       
verse  Matthew quotes about the bruised reed and 
smoldering wick.  
 

In his commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, R. T. 
France explains, “A reed was used for measuring and 
for support, so that once its straightness was lost by 
bending or cracking it was of no further use. A strip of 
linen cloth used as a lamp-wick, if 

Continued on page 2 
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it smokes, is no use for giving 
light and is simply a source of 

pollution; it is in danger of going out altogether. 
Common sense would demand that both be re-
placed, the reed being snapped and discarded or 
burned and the wick extinguished. The imagery thus 
describes an extraordinary willingness to encourage 
damaged or vulnerable people, giving them a fur-
ther opportunity to succeed which a results-oriented 
society would deny them” [pp. 472-473].  
 

The world often writes people off or throws them 
away. Genuine compassion can be scarce. Jesus, 
however, looks at a person the world considers 
worthless and sees the image of his Father. “No fur-
ther use,” the world says. Jesus says, “Come to me.” 
 

This is good news because we are all broken people. 
Some of us are more aware of it than others, but we 
are all, in some sense, a bruised reed and a smolder-
ing wick. Often, our anxiety is not for ourselves but 
for someone we love, perhaps a child or a grand-
child. Sometimes all we can do is trust them to the 
mercy of the Savior.  
 

Not only is Jesus compassionate, he is proud of it. 
He wants us to know his tender heart. He never 
wants us to be afraid to approach him. He deals 
harshly with the proud but gently with all who come 
to him humbly in need of help.  

 

Upcoming Sermon Series: God’s Church 
by Rev. David C. Mauldin 

October is Reformation month. In honor of that, Pastor David will preach on the church, specifically the offic-

es of the church. Why do we have deacons? What do they do? What about elders? And pastors? How is our 

church supposed to work? Each sermon will relate the office in question to every person in the church and 

community. A special sermon rounds out the month, reminding us that God does the work and deserves       

the glory.  

Continued from page 1 Support Group for  
Parents of Teens 

Pastor David has launched two 
groups: high school (Tuesdays 
at 6:00 p.m.) and middle school 
(Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.). We 
meet on the second floor of 
Langill Hall. We are using ma-
terial from AXIS Youth Re-
sources. Every PCPC family 
can get a free subscription to 

Axis through our website: www.palmcitypres.org/
ministries/axis. 
 

Here are our past and upcoming topics. 
 

Parents of High School Teens 
Sept 14   Difficult Conversations 
Sept 21   A Doubting Teen 
Sept 28   LGBTQ+ 
Oct 5      Body Positivity 
Oct 12    College Prep 
Oct 19    Shame-Free Parenting 
Oct 26    Influencers 
 

Parents of Middle School Teens 
Sept 15   Smartphone Addiction 
Sept 22   Difficult Conversations 
Sept 29   Fear of Missing Out  
Oct 6      Depression and Anxiety 
Oct 13    Peer Pressure 
Oct 20    Shame-Free Parenting 
Oct 27    Teen Identity 

 October 3: Deacons 

 Acts 6:1-7 & 1 Timothy 3:8-13 
 

 

 October 17: Pastors 

 1 Timothy 3:1-7 
 

 

 October 31: You Don’t Carry God. God Carries You! 

 Isaiah 46:1-4 

 October 10: Elders 

 Acts 14:21-23 & Titus 1:5-9 

 

 October 24: Saints  

 Ephesians 4:11-16 

http://www.palmcitypres.org/ministries/axis
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/axis
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/axis
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Mission Committee News  
by Marcia Jakeway 

 

At their September meet-

ing, the Mission Commit-

tee voted to support the 

following local and glob-

al missions for their re-

quested grant amounts: 

 

4Cs         $1,000 

Good Samaritan Ministries  $2,000 

Samaritan Center For Young  

Boys & Families      $2,000 

AMG International  

(Spain & North Africa)     $3,600 

Dunklin Memorial Church   $3,000 

North Africa Team Expansion        $5,000 

Grandmothers & Others           $1,000 

Treasure Coast Food Bank             $3,000 

LAHIA                            $3,000 

Nasser Minhas (Pakistan)        $4,500 
 

In October, the committee will address additional  

local and global grants submitted to support spreading 

the gospel and the love of Christ. 

 

Grandmothers & Others 

A PCPC group of members, led 

by Liaison Larry Jones, started 

around 1986 by Grace Bailey. The 

group joined with another PCPC 

mission, 4Cs (Caring Children 

Clothing Children), and is dedi-

cated to providing elementary-

aged children with handmade clothing. All items they 

make are donated to 4Cs. Most of the clothing the 

children wear is used, and they are excited to have 

new clothes. From fabric scraps, they make quilts and 

pillows to give to the children. The items made are 

periodically on display in the narthex and the HFLC 

lobby. Be sure to check out the beautiful items these 

amazing sewers make.   
 

PCPC Pastor Emeritus Dick Anderson shared a story 

with Larry Jones when he took over the group: When 

he was in elementary school, a young girl arrived at 

school in her pajamas because she did not have school 

clothes to wear. As a result, she was teased and em-

barrassed by her schoolmates. Grandmothers & Oth-

ers exists so no child will have to experience this. 

PCPC members are very generous with sewing items 

they donate, and we are pleased to have this church 

mission among us. Thank you for your support! 

 

Young Life 

At our September meeting, we had the pleasure of 

meeting Lydia Chappell, Area Director of Young Life 

of Martin County. Jason Pridmore, Director of Youth 

Ministry, has been working with Young Life and 

couldn't say enough about the great things they are 

doing. Lydia is a product of Young Life herself, and 

Jason sees the organization as a "doorway to our 

church." Young Life is a worldwide organization that 

"goes where kids are." Their goal is to "reach kids 

who are willing to listen." They are sharing the gospel 

in a way that young people can relate to it. There are 

groups for high school, middle school, kids on mili-

tary bases, and kids with disabilities. There is also a 

group called Young Lives for teen moms. The PCPC 

Mission Committee is eager to support this amazing 

group working with our youth to spread the gospel of 

Jesus. We'll keep you posted!  

https://palmcitypres.org/missions
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Mothers of Preschoolers 
by Jessica Cavender 

 

Mothers of Preschool-

ers (MOPS) had our 

first meeting on August 

23rd! We meet in person 

in Langill Hall on the 

2nd and 4th Mondays, 

engage in playdates, and 

have Moms Night Out 

events. This year we have 36 moms and 31 children 

registered! One of our goals is to connect more with 

the community, so we kicked off the year with a do-

nation drive to Hibiscus House. This fall, we will vol-

unteer at the food bank, partner with The Fitness Mis-

sion, and participate in Angel Tree. Our fundraiser 

this fall will be Cards for a Cause; these are hand-

crafted greeting cards and envelopes in a beautiful 

keepsake box. There are five different boxes available 

with 30 cards each for $30 per box: All Occasions 1, 

All Occasions 2, Kids Birthday, Thanks, and Blanks. 

There's also a holiday collection with 50 cards for 

$30.00. To order a box, please contact Jessica 

Cavender at 605-261-9362. 

This year's theme is "All for Love," which focuses 

on the verses from 1 Corinthians 13. This year we 

will strive to:  
 

Walk in Power. "For God gave us a spirit not of fear 

but of power and love and self-control" (2 Timothy 

1:7 ESV). The opposite of love is fear. Fear drives so 

many of our thoughts and decisions. It is a potent 

emotion that causes us to do and say things that are 

out of alignment with who we want to be. It causes us 

to act in anger. Fear can make us timid and preoccu-

pied; it might control our thoughts and keep us up at 

night or hold us back from forming deep friendships 

because we are afraid of being vulnerable. Fear keeps 

us stuck, but perfect love casts out fear. Here is the 

truth: There is nothing that can stand between you 

and what God has planned for you. God has given 

you a spirit of power, love, and self-control, and it is 

time to walk in this power that comes from the Holy 

Spirit. Love gives us the courage to exchange the in-

timidation of fear for an extraordinary life, full of 

passion and confidence to solve any problem that 

comes our way.  
 

Love One Another. "Love your neighbor as your-

self" (Matthew 22:39 NIV). Author Brennan Man-

ning brilliantly wrote, "The litmus test of our love for 

God is our love for our neighbor." Love is sobering 

because it asks us to care for all people; even our ene-

mies are made in the image of God and are worthy of 

dignity and respect. Loving our enemies is not an en-

dorsement of what they do; it is an affirmation of who 
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they are—God's beloved. And mercy triumphs over judg-

ment. So this year, we will practice loving people who an-

noy us, offend us, or overlook us. We'll not take ourselves 

so seriously but instead go out of our way to do kind 

things for other people, especially if they don't know it 

was us. Even when it takes some extra energy, we will cel-

ebrate each other's victories and carry one another's bur-

dens. We will engage other people with open hearts and go 

to extremes to love because we have a God who shows us 

how it's done. 
 

Make Love Your Legacy. "Let all that you do be done in 

love" (1 Corinthians 16:14 ESV). Your legacy is what peo-

ple remember when you leave a place, whether that place 

is your kid's room at bedtime, your house each morning, or 

this earth. It's the stories your great-great grandkids will 

hear about you. Here is why this is so important: Love is 

contagious not just from person to person but also from 

generation to generation. It might be maddening to think 

about "leaving a legacy" when the little ones around you 

demand every ounce of your energy. Still, sometimes it is 

essential to look a little farther out, decide how you want to be remembered and what matters most to you, and 

take small intentional steps to make it happen. It's asking the question, "If I want love to be my legacy, how do 

I want to live today?" It doesn't have to be anything big; in fact, it usually starts in small ways. Clean up your 

home in love. Prepare dinner in love. Do your work in love. Play with LEGOs in love. Doing everything in 

love becomes a little more challenging with the harder aspects of daily life: Move through a traffic jam in love. 

Strongly disagree with someone in love. Discipline your kids in love, resolve conflict in love, engage in social 

media in love. In these small moments —  legacy is born.  
 

 We ask for prayers that Christ’s love flows through our leadership team to the women and children in our 

group. Thank you! 

Hour of Prayer & Fellowship 

  

Join the PCPC Deacon Prayer Team every Monday at 

7:00 p.m. on Zoom for an hour of prayer, fellowship, and 

encouragement through God’s word. To join, go to 

www.zoom.us, click join a meeting, and enter meeting ID 

#3921763549.  
 

Save the date! On October 11, the team will host special 

guest Cindy Lupica. Cindy is the author of the 

book Widowed After Cancer and Financial Loss: How One 

Woman Overcame Her Losses. She is a worldwide aware-

ness advocate for gestational trophoblastic diseases through 

her website, blog, and various social media platforms.  

http://www.zoom.us
https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
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Youth News  
by Jason Pridmore, Youth Ministry Director 
 

What Our Students Are Discussing At Youth 

Group: Life's Biggest Questions   

Some of life's biggest questions 

are being asked in this current 

generation of teens and really 

have been asked for centuries 

among all people. Questions that 

drive us all to wrestle with our 

own identity and place in this 

world, like Who am I? Where do 

I fit in? and Do I matter? Our 

current study looks at these 

questions and provides practical 

ways that following Jesus helps answer life's biggest 

questions.  
 

Upcoming Study: The Upside Down Kingdom 

Perhaps you've noticed, our 

teenagers are gaining more and 

more influence, authority, and 

power in their lives – even if it's 

in small ways like having later 

curfews, getting car keys, or 

having more say in how they 

spend their time and money. 

You've probably also noticed 

they're more vocal about their opinions of the power 

structures they see at home and in the media. And 

what happens when those in authority don't behave in 

a way that's worth following? Well, in this series, "The 

Upside Down Kingdom," we're inviting students to 

examine how Jesus turned the world upside down with 

the unexpected ways he used his power.  

 

Third Thursdays  

(College/Young Adult) 

Our College/Young Adult group 

kicked off this past month, and 

we are excited by the response. 

We have been longing to con-

nect more regularly with our 

young adults and have discov-

ered that the feeling is mutual. 

Currently, we are meeting at the Pridmore's home on 

the "Third Thursday" of every month. No program, no 

agenda, just dinner and fellowship. If you are interest-

ed or know someone who might be, or would like to 

help cook/provide meals for our college friends, or you 

have more questions about this group, please contact 

Jason at 714-809-5065.  
 

"Model" Students 

It was great fun to 

see two of our own stu-

dents chosen to walk in 

the Dillard's Special Fall 

Homecoming Fashion 

Show at the Treasure 

Coast Mall. Victoria Gerretz and Rihanna Rhinder-

ketch were among a select group of Martin County 

High School students asked to model homecoming 

dresses on the runway this past month. Congratula-

tions, Victoria and Rihanna…you looked marvelous! 
 

Rock the Universe 

Mark your calendars! Rock the 

Universe is back! January 28-30, 

2021. More details to follow…but start making your 

plans! It’s going to rock! 
 

Ministry Opportunities!!!! 

Currently, several of our students are serving our 

church community in the areas of child care, Sunday 

morning slides, audio/video engineering, and Kids 

Club during the week. In addition to these opportuni-

ties, there are many other ways students can get        

involved with their church, earn service hours, or vol-

unteer periodically as their schedules permit. We 

would be excited to help connect you to a call or gift 

you would like to use to serve the church. For all the 

different service opportunities available, please contact 

Jason at 714-809-5065. 

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/youth-ministries
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/youth-ministries
https://www.facebook.com/PCPCYouth/
https://www.instagram.com/pcpc_youth/
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An Interview with Ed Coco 
by David C. Mauldin 
 

Congratulations to Ed Coco, who recently was ap-

proved as a Commissioned Lay Pastor (CLP). To give 

you an understanding of what this means, I inter-

viewed Ed. 
 

 DM: Ed, you are now a Commissioned Lay Pas-

tor. This means that you can perform the functions 

of a pastor, though you are not ordained as a 

member of the presbytery. In ECO, those who are 

members of presbytery are called pastors, hence 

the special designation Commissioned Lay Pastor. 

You have been ordained as an elder in ECO, and 

that is part of the requirements to be a CLP. One 

must be ordained as an elder or deacon, but there 

are more requirements.  
 

EC: ECO takes this seriously and requires extensive 

training. I had to complete ten classes and be certified 

in: (1) Spiritual Formation, (2) Missional Engage-

ment, (3) Church History, (4) Old Testament, (5) New 

Testament, (6) Preaching, (7) Leadership and Chris-

tian Ministry, (8) Theology, (9) Sacraments and Litur-

gy, and (10) Church Polity. In addition, I had to write 

and defend a fifteen-page Statement of Faith. 
 

DM: That’s a big commitment to take that train-

ing. What made you want to do it? 
 

EC: I wanted to grow in my faith and feel comforta-

ble that Reformed theology represented the truth in 

Scripture. 
 

DM: You came into that training well prepared. 

You already had a couple of seminary degrees. 

Tell us about that. Where did you study? What is 

your degree? 
 

EC: My goal was not ordination as a lead pastor of a 

church but to get an education to better prepare my-

self for my walk in Christ 

and to teach others the 

truth of Reformed theolo-

gy. I took most, but not 

all, of the classes to earn 

a Master of Divinity. I 

didn’t take Hebrew. So, I 

graduated from Covenant 

Theological Seminary 

with a Master of Arts in 

Theological Studies in 

2005. I also attended 

Trinity Seminary and completed all the courses for a 

PhD in Theology. I didn’t complete a thesis, so I was 

graduated with a Master of Theology in 2008. 
  
DM: You haven’t felt a call to be pastor of a 

church or to plant a church. You have taught some 

classes here at PCPC: a Wednesday evening class 

on Reformed theology, a recent Sunday school 

class on the book of Hebrews. You volunteered at 

Vacation Bible School. You are a guest in one of 

my videos on the Essential Tenets. What do you 

feel called to do? How do you see yourself further-

ing the mission of our congregation? 
 

EC: I feel called to help people to emulate Christ and 

to spread the truth of the Gospel in this complex soci-

ety. God prepared me for this, not only in my theolog-

ical training but also in my life experience as a chem-

ist and president of a DuPont Company. In that role, I 

had to deal with people and cultures in 40 different 

countries. 
  
DM: Anything else you’d like to share with the 

congregation? 
 

EC: I think we have a wonderful church and are 

blessed by the pastors and staff, and I want to do my 

part to help our church community grow in Christ. 

Preview Sunday’s Music! 
Ready to start your day with encouraging tunes? Looking forward to being 

blessed by Cornerstone again this Sunday? Now you can preview the music 

we’ll be singing at our contemporary services! Visit https://palmcitypres.org/

sundays-930-music or click the image. 

https://palmcitypres.org/sundays-930-music
https://palmcitypres.org/sundays-930-music
https://palmcitypres.org/sundays-930-music
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Children’s Ministry 
by Sherrey Pridmore, Director of Children’s Ministry & Family Outreach 

RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 
Happy Fall, Y'all! Our PCPC 

elementary kids blasted off 

into the school year, learning 

to "boldly do what needs to 

be done." God took the initia-

tive by sending Jesus to show 

us how much He loves us. 

When we see a need and choose to do something 

about it, we reflect God's image in us. Through our 

initiative, others can see the reality of God's love for 

them. As the kids discovered more about reflecting 

God's character through taking initiative, they spent 

the month studying the life of Nehemiah. Nehemiah's 

life is an example of someone who heard about a 

need, decided to check it out, trusted God, and 

dropped everything to finish the project. Through the 

lessons found in Nehemiah's jour-

ney, our PCPC kids learned how 

they, too, can show initiative in 

their own lives. 

 

Our PCPC preschoolers learned 

all about how Jesus can bring us 

companionship and comfort. 

Many of us remember a special 

childhood toy or plush friend 

from our toy box that gave us a 

sense of security and made us feel 

safe. We were made to want 

someone with us and to feel safe. 

That someone is who we talked 

about this month. He is the only 

one who can truly always be with 

us. We said countless times this 

month, "God is always with me." 

We want our preschoolers to be-

lieve it with all of their hearts. 

With this truth as a foundation, 

they can be brave and wise. They 

can have courage and strength.  

 

What an adventurous time we are having at Kidz 

Klub! We have been pretending to be pirates on a 

treasure hunt. We have been studying our treasure 

map (the Bible) and learning all about wise living. As 

Ephesians 5:15 tells us, "Be careful, then, how you 

live—not as unwise but as wise." Kids from our local 

community gather every Tuesday from 3:00 to 4:30 

p.m. and learned to think wise 

thoughts, use wise words, do wise 

acts, and make wise choices. We sure 

"aargh" enjoying our time together! 

 

THIS MONTH IN OCTOBER 

This month at Kidz Klub, we will be asking, "Where 

is God when big things happen?" It doesn't really mat-

ter if you're a kid or an adult; everyone feels small 

sometimes and wonders if God is able or willing to 

help. We will be learning about the life of Job in the 

Old Testament. 

 

Preschoolers love to show adults how BIG they are ... 

"Look at my BIG muscles! Look how BIG I can 

jump! Look at this BIG bite!" We don't have to teach 

a preschooler to show everyone how big they are. 

And, if we're all honest, there's something deep inside 

us that wants to do something big, too. We want to 

show the world that we can do things that matter—

things that really matter. Could it be that we were all 

made to do big things? We think so. That is why we 

have planned an entire month around what being a 

"Super Kid" really looks like and doing the things 

God made us to do. God made us to do BIG things! 

 

Our K-5th graders will discover who God created 

them to be and how to live out the individuality that 

God gave them. God is one of a kind, with no begin-

ning and no end. Everything God has created is 

unique and one of a kind, including people created in 

God's image. Every person is an original reflection of 

God in how they love, care for others, imagine, create, 

and solve problems. To see how we can do this well, 

we should look to Jesus. Jesus showed us what it 

means to be created in God's image by the way He 

loved all people and helped them know they have val-

ue. The main focus of October: There is only one you! 
 

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/childrens-ministries
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NEWS AND OTHER THINGS WORTH SHARING 

We are collecting candy and small prizes to be used at our upcoming fall festival. If 

you would like to help, please bring bags of individually wrapped candy to PCPC. 

There are donation bins in the lobby of each service. Thank you for your contribution! 

 

There are many opportunities to volunteer at Fall Fest! If you would like to host a 

spot in our trunk-or-treat area for children to stop by your decorated car and collect 

candy, or if you'd like to help in other ways, please view our volunteer form, look for the signup forms in the 

lobby of each service, or contact Sherrey at sherrey@palmcitypres.org. There is something for everyone!  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• Fall Fest - Friday, October 15 

• Bingo Night - Friday, November 12 

• Children’s Christmas Musical - December 11 
 

HELP WANTED:  

Volunteers are needed for Sunday school, nursery care, Kidz Klub, Fall Fest, and 

more. Come get involved! Service hours can be provided to teens. For more information about any of our 

PCPC Kids events and programs, please contact Sherrey at (714) 381-3916 or sherrey@palmcitypres.org. 

https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/5c26787e-b1ec-4969-939b-ec771b479c72
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/5c26787e-b1ec-4969-939b-ec771b479c72
mailto:sherrey@palmcitypres.org
mailto:sherrey@palmcitypres.org
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/a5bf716a-25bc-4c52-bb79-e1fc7e99448e
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He told his next story to some who were complacently 

pleased with themselves over their moral performance 

and looked down their noses at the common people: 

"Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Phari-

see, the other a tax man. The Pharisee posed and 

prayed like this: 'Oh, God, I thank you that I am not 

like other people—robbers, crooks, adulterers, or, 

heaven forbid, like this tax man. I fast twice a week 

and tithe on all my income.' "Meanwhile the tax man, 

slumped in the shadows, his face in his hands, not 

daring to look up, said, 'God, give mercy. Forgive me, 

a sinner.'" Jesus commented, "This tax man, not the 

other, went home made right with God. If you walk 

around with your nose in the air, you're going to end 

up flat on your face, but if you're content to be simply 

yourself, you will become more than yourself."  

       - Luke 18:9-14 (MSG) 
 

This passage comes from 

the book of Luke, where 

Jesus is teaching through 

different parables. In 

studying this text, it 

seems like God is teach-

ing the people about 

prayer: how to pray, why 

we pray, and when we 

pray. But, it also has 

many good points about 

our need to look inward as we come to God. Prayer is 

our communication with the Lord. And it is an active 

way to communicate, as we call on the name of the 

Lord, cry out to God with our voices, lift up our soul 

to God, and seek his will. As we do that, we must ap-

proach the throne of God with grace and humility. 
 

As you read and study this passage, you can see that 

the Pharisee had a self-righteous "I am better than an-

yone" attitude. Self-righteous people think and act like 

they are better than others, not being conscious of 

their sinful nature. Their attitude stinks, and they need 

to take a look at their own unworthiness and need for 

God's help, mercy, grace, and peace within them-

selves. Remember, God looks inside our hearts, not at 

the outside, like man (1 Samuel 16:7). Unlike the 

Pharisee in the parable, the tax man was deeply self-

conscious of his sins and guilt. He was in tune with 

true repentance—turning away from sin, asking God 

for forgiveness and mercy. 
 

The Bible states that we are to pray and not faint [lose 

heart, give up, or become discouraged]. This is be-

cause God wants us to have fellowship with him 

through prayer as we maintain our relationship with 

him and grow in maturity of our spiritual life with 

Christ. Prayer is also essential to receiving God's 

blessing and power, and it is a way of being in tune 

with God’s Holy Spirit. 
 

God's plan for salvation for us is that we believe and 

be co-workers with him. There are many things that 

we will not be able to accomplish within the Kingdom 

of God without prayer. "Pray ye therefore the Lord 

of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into 

his harvest" Matthew 9:38 (KJV). So by being a 

prayer warrior for Christ, you are a co-laborer with 

God and the Kingdom of God. 
 

Our Lord and Savior calls us to self-examination and 

not to have a self-righteous spirit. We are called to be 

disciples of Christ and have lifestyles of living for 

him, holy and separate, with a humble, remorseful, 

and repentant spirit. 

 

Do you want an effective prayer life? To have an ef-

fective prayer life, you need to go to God and be sin-

cere in your prayers and in your life as a Christian. 

True faith in God is the key. Confess your faults to 

him, and ask him to change your way of thinking, liv-

ing, and everything about you that is not right in the 

sight of God. Be honest with yourself! God already 

knows your faults. He is there to help you and to 

guide you. Have the authority within your mindset to 

know that God will help you, and he will see you 

through. "And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, 

that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 

it" John 14:13-14 (KJV). So ask him; he will change it 

for you. Be strong and bold; stand tall and firm in 

your request to God. He is able! 

 

To have an effective prayer life, you must also be per-

sistent in prayer. Devote your life and time to prayer; 

do not get weary in your prayer life. Continue to be 

bold! Only what you do for Christ will last, and you 

want him to give you the desire of your heart — to 

change your life for the better. Pray without ceasing, 

always giving thanks and praise to God for all that he 

has done and will do in your life as you strive to grow 

in faith. Be blessed and encouraged! 

Pharisee or Tax Man: Which Are You? 
by Florine Blackshear 
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How can you stay up to date with the latest happenings at 

PCPC? There are several ways! 

• Visit our website: www.palmcitypres.org for announce-

ments and details about activities. 

• Sign up for our once-a-week info e-mails by clicking the 

signup link at the bottom of our website’s homepage. 

• Read the newsletter. Our newsletter is posted on our web-

site under “Resources.” Printed copies are available in the 

church office, sanctuary narthex, HFLC lobby, and Langill 

Hall lobby. 

• Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram! You will 

find photos, videos, sermons, upcoming classes, inspiration-

al posts, and more.  

• Watch us on YouTube.  

• Call the church office at 772-286-9958 with questions about 

upcoming events or to join in the action as a volunteer.  

 Be In the Know 

Bell Choir Update 
by Joanne Raulin, Principal Organist 
PCPC’s Bells of Praise got off to an exciting start Sunday, 

September 12th, with two great anthems. The women put 

so much feeling and expression into their playing and were 

so expert that Pastor Brad has asked us to ring on the sec-

ond Sunday of every month! We had been alternating be-

tween the large choir (Bells of Praise) and the 12-bell choir 

(Bells of Worship). We are looking forward to ringing 

more often and have had wonderful rehearsals preparing 

songs for October 10th. This choir is improving so much 

and is almost on a par with professional ringers! My thanks go out to our fantastic bell choir members!  

https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://palmcitypres.org/resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw-T7fo9IDPEsFohJRImC-Q
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/fellowship-ministries
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Grief Support Program 
by Valette Porter 

 

The GriefShare support program 

features biblical, Christ-centered 

teaching focusing on grief topics 

associated with the death of a loved 

one. We use the GriefShare DVD 

seminar series presented by nation-

ally respected grief experts and real-life stories. Many 

grieving people find they are only beginning the work 

of healing when friends or family returned to their dai-

ly life routines. Too often people, including Chris-

tians, tend to hide their grief instead of allowing it to 

do the God-given work for which it is intended. Don’t 

allow fear to keep you from taking advantage of what 

could help you. 
 

Confidentiality is very much a part of this pro-

gram. Your bereavement experience may be recent or 

not so recent. This grief support program offers en-

couragement, comfort, and help in grieving the death 

of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family mem-

ber, or friend. No matter what the cause of your loved 

one’s death, this is an opportunity to be around people 

who understand what you are feeling. There is a pro-

cess in recognizing the symptoms of being stuck 

in grief, and how to work through the bondage you 

may experience with certain emotions. This learning 

and sharing experience will deliver valuable infor-

mation about facing your new normal in life and re-

newing your hope for the future.  
 

Grief support meetings are offered at two times: 
 

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 
 

PCPC Stephen Ministers facilitate both group meet-

ings in the church office conference room. To register, 

or for more information, please call 561-251-1199.  

 

New Casual Wednesday 
Class begins October 6 
by Rev. Dr. Brad Klostreich 

 

Our Casual Wednes-

day classes continue 

with a new study be-

ginning October 6 en-

titled Headlines: To-

day’s News from a 

Christian Point of 

View. Have you ever 

wondered why it 

seems our nation and world are headed in the wrong 

direction? We see it in the culture. We see it in poli-

tics, both at a state and national level. We see it at 

school board meetings. Ideals and attitudes that were 

unthinkable just five years ago now seem to be main-

stream or soon-to-be mainstream. The behavior of 

younger generations seems devoid of anything repre-

senting a Christian or Biblical ethic but instead seems 

to follow the title of the Broadway musical entitled 

"Anything Goes."  
 

This Casual Wednesday series will explore how three 

main distinctions (between the Creator and creation, 

between humans and the rest of creation, and between 

man and woman) are under attack every day by the 

liberal elites in our nation. We will discuss what's go-

ing on in our country, government, politics, churches, 

schools, and other entities. We'll also learn what the 

Bible says about these things.  
 

Join in on Wednesday nights in Langill Hall at  

6:00 p.m. through November 17. 

New Member Class: October 10 
Anyone wanting to learn more about PCPC is welcome to attend the upcoming 

New Member Class on Sunday, October 10, at 12:00 p.m. in Langill Hall. A 

light lunch will be served and childcare is available. Please register by emailing 

Kelly at kelly@palmcitypres.org or click the image to access our online form.   

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/stephen-ministry
https://palmcitypres.org/resources/casual-wednesday-studies
mailto:kelly@palmcitypres.org
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/d011b48e-b272-4eb8-b752-d8daf5a031b4
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Bible Study Groups 
 

Men’s Bible study: Thursdays at 
7:00 a.m. in Langill Hall 

 
 

Women’s Bible study: Thursdays  
at 9:30 a.m. in Langill Hall 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Community Bible Study: Thurs-
days at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel 

https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://runsignup.com/Race/FL/PalmCity/PalmCityTurkeyTrot?remMeAttempt=


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

 

 
 

 

 

1 2 

 

 

3 

Sunday Worship 

 
9:30 a.m. Children’s 

Sunday School 
 

9:45 a.m. Adult  
Sunday School 

 

 

4 

 
5:30 p.m. Walk  

Aerobics 

5 
 

3:00 p.m. Kidz Klub 
 

4:00 p.m. Deacons 
 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth 
 

6:00 p.m. Parenting 
Teens Support 

 

6:30 p.m. Grief Support 

6 
 

10:00 a.m. Grief Support  
 

5:30 p.m. MS Youth 
 

5:30 p.m. Parenting of 

Teens Support 
 

5:30 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Casual Wed. 

7 
 

7:00 a.m. MBS 

 

9:30 a.m. WBS 

 

6:30 p.m. CBS 

 

7:00 p.m. Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

Sunday Worship 

 
9:30 a.m. Children’s 

Sunday School 
 

9:45 a.m. Adult  
Sunday School 

 
 

11 
 

 

 

9:30 a.m. MOPS 
 

5:30 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

12 
 

3:00 p.m. Kidz Klub 
 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth 
 

6:00 p.m. Parenting 
Teens Support 

 

6:30 p.m. Grief Support 
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10:00 a.m. Grief Support  
 

5:30 p.m. MS Youth 
 

5:30 p.m. Parenting of 

Teens Support 
 

5:30 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Casual Wed. 

14 
 

7:00 a.m. MBS 

 

9:30 a.m. WBS 

 

6:30 p.m. CBS 

 

7:00 p.m. Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

15 
 
 

6:00 p.m.  
Fall Fest 

16 

 

17 

Sunday Worship 

 
9:30 a.m. Children’s 

Sunday School 
 

9:45 a.m. Adult  
Sunday School 

 

18 

 

5:30 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

19 
 

3:00 p.m. Kidz Klub 
 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth 
 

6:00 p.m. Parenting 
Teens Support 

 

6:30 p.m. Grief Support 

20  
 

10:00 a.m. Grief Support  
 

5:30 p.m. MS Youth 
 

5:30 p.m. Parenting of 

Teens Support 
 

5:30 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Casual Wed. 

21 
7:00 a.m. MBS 

 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:00 p.m.  
3rd Thurs College/

Young Adults 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  

22 
 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

23 

 

 

24 / 31 
 

Sunday Worship 

 
9:30 a.m. Children’s 

Sunday School 
 

9:45 a.m. Adult  
Sunday School 

 

25 

 

9:30 a.m. MOPS 
 

5:30 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

26 
 

3:00 p.m. Kidz Klub 
 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth 
 

6:00 p.m. Parenting 
Teens Support 

 

6:30 p.m. Grief Support 

27 
 

10:00 a.m. Grief Support  
 

5:30 p.m. MS Youth 
 

5:30 p.m. Parenting 
 

5:30 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Casual Wed. 
 

7:00 p.m. Session 

28 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

11:30 a.m. Grand-

mothers & Others 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir 

29 30 

 

14 

October 2021 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m.   Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 

 

9:30 a.m.   Contemporary Service in the  
Huizenga Family Life Center 

 

11:00 a.m.   Traditional Service in the Sanctuary  
 

MBS: Men’s Bible Study | WBS: Women’s Bible Study  

CBS: Community Bible Study 



Anniversaries   
10/2  Sandy Brown, Cindy Johns, 

  Sherry Rodecki, Krista Rosendahl, Judy Scott 

10/3  Rich Porter 

10/4  Bobby Pridmore 

10/5  Amy Chappel, Abigail Herman, 

  Edwin Hyde, Kathryn Thorsen 

10/6  Ruthann Hewson, Patty Terech 

10/7  Lin McLellan 

10/8  Wanda Rosello 

10/9  Oliver Copley, Joanne Raulin 

10/10  Cody Henn, Kevin Floyd 

10/11  Claire Waters 

10/12   Robert D’Amico, Gail Pezzicola 

10/13  Larry Jones, Judy Mcdonald  

10/14  Val Mudge, Mary Olesen 

10/15  Sarah Butler, Gloria Gottschalk, 

  Anthony Gunn, Victoria Holden 

10/16  Jan Adams, Sydney Steckler 

10/17  Patrick Bonk, Duncan Morrell 

10/18  Casey Henn, KT McWilliams 

10/19  Jason Artman, Chris Franco, Sophia Franco, 

  Karl Saal  

10/20  Sue Henrich, Lily Klostreich 

10/22  Ken Johns, Matthew Mesorana 

10/23  Al Brockob, Carlin Rykse 

10/24  Sara Wilcox 

10/25  Sam Johnson, Kirk McLean, Anna Thomas 

10/26  Jeff Schoner, Sarah Swindall 

10/27  John Rosello 

10/28  Margaret Howell, Charlie Rosseau 

10/29  Jack March 

10/30  Reid Karraker 

10/31  Barbara Grimmer 

Birthdays 

10/2  Reece & Jackie Forrest 

10/3  Daniel & Annika Baggett 

10/9  John & Patty Terech 

10/12  Tim & Laura Thorsen 

10/13  Robert & Christine Kane 

10/15  Richard & Jean Austin, 

  Aaron & Lonnie Hoffman 

10/16  Jordan & Barbara Wagner 

10/17  Ben Smith & Emily Adkins 

10/20  Rich & Valette Porter 

10/23  John & Carol Carsello 

 

Have something for the  
next newsletter?  

To have your name added or removed from this page of future 
newsletters, please email Kelly at kelly@palmcitypres.org. 
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Email it to our editors Amy Kitchell and Andrea 

Wood at newsletter@palmcitypres.org by the deadline 

indicated on the calendar. Please write Newsletter  

Article in your subject line and attach any photos 

you’d like to include. 

mailto:kelly@palmcitypres.org
mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org


Palm City Presbyterian Church 
2700 SW Martin Highway 

Palm City, Florida 34990 
772-286-9958 

www.palmcitypres.org 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES     
 

Traditional Services 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. sanctuary 

 
Contemporary Service 

9:30 a.m. Huizenga Family Life Center 

https://palmcitypres.org/home

