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Organisms thrive in the right ecosystem. Disciples of 

Jesus also need the right ecosystem. Our church is an 

ecosystem. (Sorry about the pun.) If our church is 

healthy and strong, people will come to faith and grow 

into strong, mature disciples of Jesus. ECO exists to 

make churches healthy and strong and to raise up 

called, competent leaders. 

An ECO National Gathering is a celebration of what 

Jesus intends for the church to be and do. Our mis-

sional values are articulated. God’s faithfulness is ac-

centuated. Participants are refreshed and encouraged. 

They are energized and given new ideas. Hopefully, 

they carry these seeds back to their congregations, 

where they will grow.  
 

Many churches are not thriving. At the presbytery 

leader’s meeting on Monday, we learned that only 5% 

of churches are in a growth cycle of three years or 

longer. That includes all churches of any denomina-

tion in the U.S. ECO is addressing this problem pri-

marily through leadership training. We have a new 

process for ordaining pastors. It is standardized for the 

whole nation and much more difficult. ECO also    

provides various ways to train lay pastors, elders,    

and deacons. Churches that are led by elders are     

rarely more spiritually mature than the elders who  

lead them.  
 

I also attended a pre-conference event on Monday 

called Discipleship in Hard Places. We heard from 

church leaders in a Persian Gulf nation, Pakistan, 

Ukraine, and Iran. The Holy Spirit is doing remarka-

ble things, and the church is faithful, even in          

places where leading a church can lead to a lengthy 

prison sentence. 
 

Discipleship was a key topic at the plenary sessions. 

Here are a few insights I jotted in my notebook: 

• A disciple is someone who lives the way of Jesus 

right now, wherever they are. 

• Discipleship requires accountability and community. 

• “A flourishing disciple grows in their likeness to 

Christ and imperfectly strives to love like him, 

while intentionally helping others grow in their 

likeness to Christ and love like him.” (Lisa Johnson) 

• “Ministry will either burn you out or burn you 

clean.” (Robert Clinton) 
 

I am thankful for the National Gathering and that we 

are an ECO church. ECO is a movement of churches 

that love God, have a heart for those who do not know 

Christ, and remember what a church is supposed to be 

and do.  
 

Enjoy the following reflections from the PCPC folks 

who attended the 2023 ECO National Gathering in 

Newport Beach, California. 
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An Elder Experience 
by Dr. La Barbara Chenault 
ECO churches are called Covenant Partners, which 

connotes a deep abiding relationship with each other. 

Our covenant is a binding commitment to the work of 

Jesus Christ in our lives and in our church. There is 

no better way to nourish this relationship than by at-

tending the ECO National Gathering. 
 

The Global Engagement dinner 

we attended on our first night 

featured a stunningly beautiful 

presentation by Ivan Rusyn, 

President of the Ukraine Evan-

gelical Theological Seminary. 

He spoke magnificently about 

the myriad ways love and peace 

have been found, even in this 

time of war.  
 

The next morning, we were 

treated to an energetic opening 

session filled with rousing music 

and a presentation by Nona Jones, who currently 

serves as Chief Content & Partnerships Officer for 

YouVersion, developer of the Bible App, downloaded 

on more than 500 million devices around the world. 

Nona's presentation, Back to the Future of Disciple-

ship, was a reminder of our charge to make disciples 

of others. She said that we must rededicate our hearts 

and our minds to it. She suggested that we can em-

bolden the future of discipleship by structuring a dis-

cipleship journey through mentoring, leading teams, 

serving others, helping others grow in their faith, 

challenging them, and nurturing their desire to make 

an enduring impact.  
 

Discipleship was a theme woven throughout the 

Gathering. Synod Executive Dana Allin led a session 

titled Non-Hierarchical Discipleship. He indicated 

that discipleship is the process of making someone 

become more like Christ. A disciple embraces the 

good in others, follows Jesus, and is committed to the 

mission of Jesus. He then asked us to make disciple-

ship plans with one another, to help each other devel-

op how God wants us to grow.  

 
 

I attended two other breakout sessions led by Da-

na, Functioning as a Healthy Staff and Developing 

Church Officers. These sessions focused on leader-

ship essentials and staff training. As an elder, I serve 

on the Personnel and Administration Committee. As 

the Synod Executive, Dana's role is to serve as ECO's 

Chief Administrator, so I was delighted to hear and 

learn from him. He spoke not only about the im-

portance of training leaders for their roles within the 

church, but the significance. He said that a church 

leader exerts spiritual influence on the lives of others, 

and they must be able to direct people toward God's 

purpose for their lives and for their church. 
 

The Gathering ended with a stirring worship service 

led by Synod President Pastor Keon Abner. Keon 

said, "God wants to keep us grounded while taking us 

to a new place." God is hoping that we count on Him. 

That any burdens we have, we don't have to shoulder 

alone; we can put the pressure on Him. He can handle 

it. Pastor Keon reminded us to commit to deepening 

our relationship with each other by studying Scripture 

and serving the church and our fellow man. As an el-

der and proud member of PCPC, I am happy to con-

tinue to make that commitment. It is an honor to 

serve and a privilege to study and worship with you all. 

Tending to My Inner Life: 

My ECO Experience 
by Lauren Gragg 
When my mother, Dr. La Barbara Chenault, was se-

lected to represent our elders at the ECO National 

Gathering in Newport Beach, she asked me to accom-

pany her. After having four knee surgeries (three in 

the past year), I knew flying to California would be 

challenging. So each day when I awoke, my first 

prayer was, "Father, guide my steps as I prepare for 
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this wonderful opportunity." When Pastor David 

asked if I was excited about the trip, my answer was, 

"I am making the preparations required." It was not 

quite the answer he expected, so I explained that I had 

to get a hard-to-get appointment with my surgeon to 

address my often-debilitating nerve pain, increase my 

physical therapy, and get additional laser treatments 

to help reduce my scar tissue. Then, early one morn-

ing, another point of preparation came to me. I invest-

ed in upgrading our seats. "Premium seats" for Mom 

(early boarding, bulkhead & extra legroom) and 

"preferred location" ones (close to the front, aisle, 

etc.) for me. 
 

Our flight from West Palm to Dallas was delayed an 

hour. Once we were settled on the plane, I diligently 

tracked its progress and checked the details for our 

connecting flight, which was departing at 7:10 p.m. 

We arrived in Dallas at 6:56 p.m. I scurried off the 

plane and "ran" 20 gates, with two carry-ons, in six 

minutes. I knew if I could get to the gate and keep it 

open, we would all make it. I arrived at the gate at 

7:02 p.m., just in time to hear the door lock and see 

the gate agent turn on the "flight closed" sign. I ex-

plained the situation, told her there were 20 people 

behind me, and begged her to open the door. She said, 

"It is not up to me." She made a call while I prayed 

fervently; she hung up, said okay, unlocked the door, 

and changed the sign. 

 

 At the time, I did not realize we would have missed 

the entire conference if we had not made that flight—

an ice storm came overnight, and all flights were can-

celed the next day. All I knew was that God had di-

rected my every step, my prayer, preparation, and 

perhaps my "preferred location." He led me to accom-

plish something I was unsure I could, but He knew. 

He believed in me. He carried me. He reminded me 

that even in my weakness, I am strong. I am so grate-

ful that I was able to make an aspect of our trip easier 

for all. Thank you, Father.  
 

There were so many wonderful aspects of the ECO 

Gathering—the beautiful St. Andrews campus, the 

dynamic speakers, and the opportunity to choose 

from 21 breakout sessions each day. My favorite ses-

sion was Tending Your Inner Life: Flourishing on the 

Inside for Ministry on the Outside, led by Tim Fearer, 

a transitional pastor and certified spiritual director. 

Tim asked us what picture comes to mind when we 

think about God, and he gave us a printout with six 

images projecting a wrathful God, a loving God, a 

God that is untouchable, a picture of Jesus, a blurry 

image, and a baby in a manger. He said our image of 

God could either set us back or set us free. Tim chal-

lenged us to see a God who touches our desire to take 

a step toward Him. He encouraged us to develop our 

spiritual practice by spending some time in solitude, 

finding a sacred place where we can close the door 

and open our hearts. 
 

Tim then spoke of self-awareness and God-

awareness, saying that knowledge of self and 

knowledge of God inform each other. He said if your 

image of God is one of a wrathful God who is disap-

pointed in you, you will do whatever it takes to try 

and please Him and seek approval from others. Then 

Tim asked me directly how I believe God sees me, 

and I confessed that there are times I feel as if I have 

disappointed God, but I stat-
 Continued on page 4 

"If we truly knew what God 
thought of us, we could fly 

because His opinion of us is 
so high." - Tim Fearer 

PCPC members at the National Gathering, from left to right: 
Jason Pridmore, Charlie Pridmore, Sherrey Pridmore, Pas-
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ed, "Don't we all have those mo-

ments?" He said of course we do, but then he said to all 

of us, "If we truly knew what God thought of us, we 

could fly because His opinion of us is so high." 

 

The following day at the worship service, Rev. Keon 

Abner began his sermon by stating that God wants us to 

be grounded, but He also wants to take us to a new 

place. God is hoping that we know that we can always 

count on Him, and he said if God were standing in front 

of you, he would say, "Don't you know how much I 

love you? Don't you know how much I care? Don't you 

know how proud I am of you? Don't you know that you 

can always count on me?" 

 

These sessions were inspirational and aspirational, and 

they are just a snapshot of a beautiful experience that 

filled me with joy, helped me grow, and reinforced the 

certainty of God's steadfast love for me. I am grateful, 

and I encourage all who are able to make the time to 

attend future Gatherings. 
 

Inspiration & Impact 
by Lee England 

This year's National Gath-

ering was again one of the 

most inspirational confer-

ences I have ever attend-

ed. The feeling in the 

room is almost over-

whelming when you get 

over 1100 believers to-

gether, especially Presby-

terian believers. I am hop-

ing many more from our 

church will decide to at-

tend the 2024 Gathering 

in Greenville, SC, January 

29-31. 
 

What did I take away from this meeting? First, I learned 

that the majority of churches in the US have been on a 

decline since COVID. The average churchgoing person 

now attends 1.2 times a month and used to attend 3-4 

times per month before March 2020. We at Palm City 

Presbyterian are the blessed ones—we have seen an in-

crease in attendance as well as new members, which 

keep our church flourishing. 

The National Gathering has times when we all meet 

together to sing, listen to guest speakers, and pray. 

There are also breakout sessions. Our PCPC representa-

tives tried to attend different sessions so we could have 

more information to bring home. The two that made a 

difference to me:  

• Leading in Step with the Holy Spirit: Learning to 

Live a More Relaxed Life taught by Megan Marsh-

man. A couple of key phrases from her session are 

"We hide from God with our busyness," "You need 

to be led by the spirit," and "You cannot know God 

without knowing yourself." 

• Unlocking the Third Third Potential of Your 

Church: How to Get Started Helping Those Age 55 

and Over Live Full and Fruitful Lives as Disciples 

of Jesus taught by Dr. Mark Roberts from Fuller 

Seminary. This session really made me think of 

PCPC and the number of people we have over the 

age of 55 and how we can grow our church 

"young" using the older members of our congrega-

tion. What are YOU doing to make a difference?  

 

Following the One Who 
Always Leads Us 
by Sherrey Pridmore 
For me, ECO National Gathering 2023 was a bit more 

special this year. First, it was awesome being back in 

my hometown. We flew into my favorite airport and 

drove on my favorite roads in California. I was grate-

ful to be close to the place that shaped my soul. 
 

Hearing some of the most outstanding speakers I have 

ever heard was a true honor. Nona Jones was on fire! 

She spoke on discipleship and the way in which we 

focus so much on Sunday mornings that we often for-

get about the remaining hours in the week. Megan 

Marshman spoke about the Great Commission and 

 Continued from page 3 
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how we are called to share the Good News with oth-

ers. The one speaker who moved me the most was 

Kay Warren. She spoke on faithfully following our 

God, the one who will always lead us even when we 

feel like we are in a cloud and can’t see ahead. The 

simple fact is God never leaves us or forsakes us. 

Jesus will always lead us. Sometimes in what feels 

like our darkest moments, we may not be able to see 

what’s in front of us, but we can be affirmed know-

ing Who is in front of us. 
  

God really showed up this year in some of the most 

amazing ways for me. I am still blown away by His 

continual presence and His steadfast grace. I felt as if 

each of the speakers I heard was speaking directly to 

me. God has a funny way of getting His message to 

you at the right moment in your life. I am beyond 

thankful for this yearly gathering and look forward 

to 2024! 

Dwelling with Christ 
by Jason Pridmore 
The theme of ECO’s National Gathering this year 

was “Dwell,” meaning to “live in,” and was taken 

from (Ephesians 3:16-18) which emphasizes the 

strength we, as believers, are granted by the Holy 

Spirit, as Christ dwells in our hearts. And though 

there was a lot of talk about being empowered by the 

Spirit and going out to reach others with the gospel 

message, I left the gathering feeling compelled to 

consider how we, how I am dwelling with Jesus. 

How am I living in that relationship with Him? Our 

mission is clear (Matthew 28:18-20), but our individ-

ual spiritual health is also important. As leaders, 

church workers, and believers, are we only looking 

outside the walls of the church towards “those oth-

ers” (non-believers)? How are we, as a church, 

dwelling with Jesus? How am I continuing to dwell 

daily with Christ? I came home with a reignited fer-

vor to even more passionately live that life and lean 

into the calling God placed on me and my ministry. 

 

Thank you, PCPC, for encouraging me in my pursuit 

of pastoral ordination and for allowing me to partici-

pate in this year’s ECO National Gathering! 

Rev. Charlie Pridmore with Pastor David at the conference 

“This ECO National Gathering was 
my first. It won’t be my last. The 

speakers were outstanding and the 
worship times were deeply 

meaningful. It was a well-planned, 
motivational event encouraging 
continued and broader ministry 

in Christ’s service.” — Charlie 
Pridmore, retired pastor 

Worship at the conference in St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church  



NEWS FROM OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

Love and Hope In Action (LAHIA) 

As we kickstart a new year, we 

want to thank everyone who im-

pacted LAHIA in 2022! From our 

faithful volunteers to our generous 

donors, from the youth groups that 

help us organize and clean, to the 

community that directs individuals 

to LAHIA when they are in need—we thank you! 
 

Here is a look at the number of individuals who re-

ceived assistance in 2022 because of our joint efforts: 

• 36,781 meals were served 

• 7,074 showers were taken in our hygiene cottage 

• 1,135 loads of laundry were washed and dried in 

our hygiene cottage 

• 685 brand new clients needing assistance were 

helped through our daytime resource center 

• 194 people received state identification cards or 

FL driver's licenses 

• 91 donated bikes were repaired and provided to 

those without transportation who were employed 

or actively pursuing employment 

• 32 Greyhound bus tickets were purchased with 

shared cost through partnering churches to assist 

with relocation, start a new journey, or reunite 

with family members 

• 22 eyeglasses were bought for homeless individuals  

• 22 cars were repaired for those living in their vehicles 

• 14 birth certificates were obtained 

• 10 homeless clients were placed in sustainable 

housing 
 

The greatness of a man is not how much wealth he 

acquires, but in his ability to affect those around him 

positively. 

     Your friends at LAHIA 

 

 

 

 

 

AMG International 

Dear Partners at PCPC, 

We are Rafael and Mary Restrepo, 

and we serve with AMG Internation-

al. For 36 years, we have been mis-

sionaries serving both in Uruguay and, for the last 32 

years, here in Spain. We have been involved in eight 

church plants during this time. In Spain, we have 

planted churches in five cities, with Torrevieja being 

the most recent. The winter has set in here in south-

east Spain. Alright, it might not be the hard winter of 

the north, but for us, like any Floridian, a high of 50º 

is just unacceptable. Apart from the weather, the rest 

is very encouraging. 
 

We truly praise God for 

His hand on these three 

churches in Torrevieja, 

Spain. Our December 

finished with a big 

bang! The youth put on 

a multi-lingual Christ-

mas program, and the 

church had its Christ-

mas dinner at a restau-

rant since we did not have the church renovation fin-

ished at that time. 2022 saw us buy and renovate our 

church building in about six months. To God be the 

glory! 
 

As a reminder, we are running three churches out of 

one building. The Dutch congregation meets on Satur-

day night, the English on Sunday morning, and the 

Spanish on Sunday night. Our prayers are to reach 

other language groups. Our first thought is Russian, as 

there are so many Russian speakers in this town, and 

we have a man in the church who we are preparing to 

lead that language group. 
 

The Spanish church is now fully independent. Pastor 

Carlos is the senior pastor, and he has a Council. Be-

tween Christmas and New Year, we had a beach bap-
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tism. Nicolas, who repented and came to Christ about 

three months ago asked to be baptized. 
 

The Dutch church is 

regrouping after the 

COVID drama here in 

Spain. Pastor Jan is 80 

and needs to find his 

replacement. Pray for 

them as they search for 

God's man to lead the 

church. One of these 

possibilities is Rogier 

van Let. I have been 

discipling him for  a few years, and he started preach-

ing in the Dutch church. He is assisting a second 

Dutch church in another city that asked us for help. 

Please pray for him.  
 

The English-Speaking church is encouraged with the 

work and attendance. We have been reaching this 

English community in an incredible way. The people 

are bringing in neighbors and friends every Sunday.  
 

I recently returned from Nicaragua, where I taught 

bibliology to 53 pastors for a week. With COVID be-

hind, the ministry of Messiah's Outreach has asked me 

to resume my teaching in Nicaragua, Cuba, Algeria, 

and Nepal. The need to help prepare pastors in finan-

cially challenging situations is very important and a 

part of my church-planting heart. 
  

As of the last week of January, all of the churches will 

have their Annual Business Meetings. We pray that 

the spirit and decisions will be for the furtherance of 

the gospel here in Spain. Pray that we will have a  

long-range vision to reach this generation and set the 

basis for the next. 
 

Mary founded and leads an anti-

trafficking ministry called "At 

Hand 4 Tears" (AHT). The pri-

mary purpose of this ministry is 

to rescue ladies from human 

trafficking. Since they began 

eight years ago, AHT has res-

cued over thirty women and is 

involved in safe houses—our team volunteers in the 

rescuing and the follow-up care at the safe house in 

our state. In the last three months, AHT has been in-

volved in six rescues, which is a miracle and answer 

to prayer. The ladies rescued are taken to safe houses 

to give them space and care to heal physically and 

mentally with the hope that they find spiritual healing 

in Christ. 
 

Thank you for your partnership! PCPC has been pray-

ing and backing us for almost twenty years, and we 

have come to treasure your love and care. We trust 

that the ministry at PCPC is prospering and that God 

will continue to use the congregation in reaching the 

world for Christ. 

Working together for Him,  

Rafael and Mary Restrepo 
 

Good Samaritan Ministries 

Dear PCPC family, 

I am saddened to report  our 

sorrow on the passing of 

Good Samaritan Ministries' 

founder, Pastor Vito Bitetto. 
 

Our Father has taken him 

home to His heavenly king-

dom where he will be 

judged at the Great White 

Throne, receiving rewards 

for his dedicated service as 

he followed what is written 

in Proverbs 19:17, 

"Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, 

and He will repay him for his deed." 
 

We are sad, but Pastor Vito is being glorified and will 

now experience eternal happiness. There will be no 

more sickness, no more pain, but eternal life at the 

foot of his Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

He leaves behind a viable ministry with their lead el-

der, who served by his side for six years, led worship 

services for years, and will now become Good Samar-

itan's pastor. The large "shoes" left behind will be 

very adequately filled and supported by a dedicated 

staff and a very strong board that will "carry on" what 

our Father created with the founding of this ministry. 

Just like Pastor Vito, so shall 
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we "trust and obey our Father and wait on Him" to 

continue this ministry serving the homeless and 

those at risk of becoming homeless. Blessings as we 

do His work! 

Your Brother-in-Christ, Jon Albright 

 

Care Net 

Care Net is offering a training 

workshop for men and women 

who would like to become ad-

vocates for those in crisis, whether they choose to 

volunteer for Care Net or not. The workshop will 

take place over two weekends on March 24, 25, 31, 

and April 1 at the Care Net office in Port St. Lucie. 

Registration is due by March 13. For more infor-

mation, please call 772-828-3168 or email Rayma 

Zugel at rayma@carenettc.com.  

 

COMMITTEE NEWS 

by Marcia Jakeway 

A new drop box for donations to our local mission 

partners is now available in the church office, across 

from the restrooms. It was made by Larry Szafraniec 

with Tom Mooney's assistance. It is large enough to 

place ALL of your clothing items for children and 

adults, footware, toys, small appliances, towels, 

tools, tents, etc. If you have a preference as to which 

ministry your donation helps, please label it for one 

of the following: Dunklin, Good Samaritan Minis-

tries, LAHIA, or Refuge Ranch. Spring cleaning is 

coming! Please look in your closets and bring your 

items to the missions drop box. Thank you!  
 

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 

• March 9 & 10:  Care Net’s 2023 Spring Fund-

raiser Banquet - Save the date for this year’s 

banquet held at the MIDFLORIDA Event Center. 

See www.carenetbanquet.com for details.  

• Friday, May 19: Young Life Martin County 

Golf Classic at Sailfish Point Country Club - 

Please email ylmartincounty@gmail.com to get 

involved.  

• Ongoing in 2023: House of Hope Nutrition 

Center Volunteering - If you are interested in 

helping at the nutrition center, or coming with 

your own team to fill a shift, please contact Nata-

sha Kassam at natasha@hohmartin.org. 

 

Video by John Nelson 
on Our Resources Page 

 
Enjoy this beautiful film produced by Florida 

Master Naturalist John Nelson. John is an ac-

complished photographer, videographer, envi-

ronmentalist, and documentarian. He marvels 

at the intricacies of all God's creations and en-

joys sharing what he's witnessed and been able 

to capture on film. He is also the producer and 

host of "The Audubon Moment." Each episode 

provides listeners with tips on how to identify a 

specific bird that can be found in Florida. Learn 

more at www.theaudubonmoment.com. The 

video is available on the PCPC website’s Re-

sources page: www.palmcitypres.org/resources.  

mailto:rayma@carenettc.com
https://www.carenetbanquet.com/
mailto:ylmartincounty@gmail.com
mailto:natasha@hohmartin.org
https://www.carenettc.com/
http://www.theaudubonmoment.com/
http://www.palmcitypres.org/resources
https://palmcitypres.org/resources/when-i-consider-video


Current Sermon Series 
by Rev. Dr. David Mauldin 
During Lent, I am preaching a series called "Jesus Through the Eyes of Women." We can learn a lot about Je-

sus by watching his interactions with women in the gospels. In the world of first century Judaism, women were 

not second-class citizens. They did not rise that high! And yet, Jesus 

treated each woman he met with dignity and respect.  

 

This is a significant point! We today believe women have equal 

worth and dignity with men. If Jesus had treated women the way 

most religious teachers in the first century did, we might question 

why he failed to see their value. If we are right about women, 

though, we would expect Jesus to be different. He was, and that 

should suggest that he was (and is) more than just another religious 

teacher. 
 

 March 5 – Lent 2: An Unimportant Woman & an Important Girl, Luke 8:40-56 

 March 12 – Lent 3: A Gentile Woman, Matthew 15:21-28 

 March 19 – Lent 4: A Samaritan Woman, John 4:1-30 

 March 26 – Lent 5: A Woman Trapped, John 8:1-11 

 April 2 – Passion/Palm Sunday: Mary & Martha, Luke 10:38-42 

 April 6 – Maundy Thursday: Love & Grief, John 12:1-8  

 April 9 – Easter: Mary Magdalene's Surprise, John 20:1-18 

Stay Up to Date! 
 

www.palmcitypres.org  
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On April 6, Maundy Thursday, join us for a contemporary communion service at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Huizenga Family Life Center. Stephen Minsters will offer prayer following the service.  
 

On April 7, Good Friday, there will be a traditional service in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.  

featuring a choir performance of the cantata When Darkness Comes. 

https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://www.youtube.com/@palmcitypresbyterianchurch9459/videos
https://www.facebook.com/PalmCityPresbyterianChurch/
https://www.instagram.com/palmcitypresbyterian/?hl=en
https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
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Spotlight on Deacons: 
Judy Scott 

 My husband, Al-

len, and I moved 

to Palm City in 

1996. We raised 

our two sons, 

Spencer and Jake, 

here. We were 

very involved in 

the local soccer 

community. We 

spent many years 

traveling the state 

of Florida and be-

yond, attending 

soccer games and 

tournaments. I am now retired after working as          

a guidance counselor for 31 years. I worked at the 

high school level for 20 years and the middle school 

level for 11 years. Allen is a retired firefighter/

paramedic after working 35 years for the City of 

Pompano Beach. 

We love being members of Palm City Presbyterian 

Church. We have met many wonderful brothers and 

sisters in Christ who we are happy to call friends. 

This church body and Pastor David have helped us 

grow as Christians and see the importance of continu-

ally seeking the Lord. I attend the Thursday morning 

women’s Bible study, and Allen attends the men’s 

group. I have also attended many of the Wednesday 

night Bible studies and have been a member of           

a LifeGroup. 

 

My career as a guidance counselor was focused on 

service and helping others. Being a deacon has al-

lowed me to continue my love for helping others and 

serving the Lord. As a deacon, I am involved with 

hospitality, serving at luncheons after funerals and 

preparing and serving meals to visiting guests. I also 

help with pew duty and communion setup and am a 

member of the bereavement team, which makes sure 

letters and grief booklets are mailed out. I attend the 

9:30 service and usher and greet, help set up and 

serve communion and help prepare coffee and snacks 

for our “Linger Longer” time after the service. I have 

also volunteered at the Fall Fest and Vacation         

Bible School. 

 

I am also a member of the Salvation Army Women’s 

Auxiliary. Our group helps support the Compassion 

House, a shelter for homeless women and children. I 

help with fundraising through special events and, if 

needed, volunteer in the food pantry. I am currently 

the membership chair, so if you want to learn more 

about our group, let me know. 

 

My husband and I enjoy boating, motorcycling, trav-

eling, and spending time with family in our spare 

time. My parents, Richard and Lois Giuffreda, are 

also members of PCPC. They and my oldest son and 

sister live in Palm City. My youngest son is close by 

in Melbourne, and my brother is south in Broward 

County. We have been very blessed to have the op-

portunity to spend birthdays and holidays and take 

family trips together. 

 

Being a deacon and involved member of this church 

is a joy for me. God has been so faithful and gener-

ous. I look forward to many more years at PCPC and 

growing in faith with you all. 

“Being a deacon has allowed me 
to continue my love for helping 
others and serving the Lord.” 

A light lunch will be served and childcare is 
available. Please RSVP on our website! 

https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/d011b48e-b272-4eb8-b752-d8daf5a031b4
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Community Bible Study 
Community Bible Study (CBS) is an international or-

ganization that invites everyone to discover God 

through the study of His word. Their approach to Bi-

ble study includes individual time studying God’s 

word with a course book, encouraging small group 

discussions, insightful written commentaries, and ef-

fective teaching. Additionally, CBS leaders pray for 

and connect with each participant, fostering a caring 

and supportive community.  

 

CBS meets at PCPC every Thursday during the 

school year at 6:30 p.m., beginning in the chapel for 

a brief welcome and song before moving to the vari-

ous small group classes—there are co-ed groups, plus 

groups for just women, men, couples, and teens. Fol-

lowing small group discussion time, participants meet 

back in the chapel for a short lecture that highlights 

practical application of that week’s lesson.  

 

Currently, this class is studying the books of Exodus, 

Leviticus, and Numbers. These books tell the story 

of how God delivered His chosen people, the Israel-

ites, from Egyptian slavery and established them as a 

new nation. But these books are not just history. They 

also tell the story of a holy God's faithfulness to weak 

and sinful people like us. Class members may be sur-

prised by how practical the topics in these Old Testa-

ment books really are. Because of biblical themes like 

doubt and faith, complaining and grace, crisis and in-

tercession, and failure and repentance, the opportuni-

ties for spiritual growth in this course are plentiful.  

 

 

 

In keeping with CBS’s value of community, class 

members recently made an impact in Palm City 

through Martin County’s Adopt a Road program. 

On February 18, they cleaned up hundreds of pounds 

of garbage from Martin Highway. See the photos be-

low from their morning. 

All are welcome to visit and/or join CBS. To learn 

more, visit palmcityeve.cbsclasss.org.  

The Growth 
Circle 

is a faith-based 
women’s 

running group that 
meets at PCPC. 

Come join  
the newest  

session! 

https://palmcityeve.cbsclass.org/
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Children’s Ministry & Family Outreach 

RECAP OF FEBRUARY 

What a whirlwind of a month February has been! I 

was honored to spend two crazy nights in Orlando 

with over 50 of our youth at Rock the Universe. We 

saw artists like Anne Wilson and Zach Williams. 

What an overwhelming feeling to be able to openly 

worship Jesus with people from all over the country!  

 

We then hopped on a plane and headed to Newport 

Beach, CA (our hometown), for the 2023 ECO Na-

tional Gathering. I can tell you without a shadow of a 

doubt I felt God's strong presence in more ways than 

I ever thought possible. I sometimes take Him for 

granted and take advantage of the way He shows up 

for me in my life. He was very present during my 

time at the National Gathering, and I will be forever 

grateful for the ways in which He was there. 

It's "fair" to say that I had an epic time at the Martin 

County Fair! Watching Cain perform and worship-

ping God with over 600 fellow Christians was amaz-

ing! A HUGE shoutout to Jay and Barbara Allen 

Spicer for coordinating this event. We received VIP 

treatment— some of us even got to meet the band! 

 

Kids Klub kicked off this month! I was happy to see 

some old faces and excited to meet new ones. We are 

learning all about God's wonders. This world is full 

of His amazing design. Yet, we often miss the won-

derful ways He reveals himself to us.  

 

 

THIS MONTH IN MARCH 

In Sunday school, our pre-

schoolers will be on a journey 

with Jesus. They will be learning about Jesus 

healing people who are physically and mentally hurt-

ing. Our kindergarteners and 1st graders will spend 

the month imagining what it was like to walk with 

Jesus. Our 2nd and 3rd graders will spend the month 

wondering all about Jesus' loving care. Finally, our 

4th, 5th, and 6th graders will spend the month mar-

veling at God's new beginnings. 

 

We are in need of helpers for our 

Sunday school program. Come 

spend part of your morning hanging 

out with some really cool kids! Les-

sons and activities are already done 

for you. All you have to do is engage 

with the young minds of our littles. Don't feel like 

you know the Bible well enough? This is a GREAT 

way to learn!   

 

Do you love rocking babies and playing peek-a-boo 

with them? Volunteering in our nursery is a great 

way to get your baby fix! Plus, you’d be giving our 

PCPC mamas a much-needed break to worship God 

and listen to His word on Sunday mornings. 

 

In Kidz Klub, we will explore a 

four-week series about Jesus' minis-

try on earth. We will introduce kids 

to a different story each week that 

shows us how God's truths never 

change, but Jesus changes every-

thing, including us! We'll see that we change when 

we know who God is, that our past doesn't change 

God's love for us, and that Jesus changes how we see 

things because Jesus can change anything! 

 

Kidz Klub is a free community program for ages  

VPK - 5th grade featuring games, crafts, snacks, and 

fun Bible lessons. It meets every Wednesday in Lan-

gill Hall from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. through April 26th. 

We’re always looking for volunteers to help with 

PCPC members at the CAIN concert on February 16 

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/childrens-ministries
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/7eeb16a5-6727-46a7-8d03-e9ea6d3aaf6a
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/childrens-ministries
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this program. If you love having fun, this weekly 

gathering is perfect for you! Come join us! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We will be holding an Easter Egg 

Hunt in the Huizenga Family Life 

Center parking lot on Saturday, 

March 25th, from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

We need volunteers! Whether it is 

stuffing eggs or helping on the day 

of the event, we would love your help! 

 

Vacation Bible School will be here 

before you know it! There are so 

many ways in which you can leave 

an everlasting imprint on the hearts 

of children in our community. We 

need help making decorations, 

building sets, creating props, designing rooms, and 

much more. If you want to help make this year's 

theme, "Keepers of the Kingdom," come to life, we 

would love to connect with you. You do NOT have 

to be an artist to help!  

For more information on how you can jump into 

all of this amazing action, visit the Volunteer Page 

on our website.  

 

We know the harvest is great, and the workers are 

few (Luke 10:2)! How will you spend your time in 

2023?  

• MOPS “Egg My Yard” Fundraiser: Orders 

due by March 19. Let us be your Easter bunny 

and wake up to an egg hunt on your lawn! See 

our website for more information.  

 

• Easter Eggstravaganza: March 25 from 2:00 - 

4:00 p.m. at the HFLC. Invite friends for this free 

event featuring an egg hunt, games, treats, and 

more!  

 

• Ladies' Tea: May 6 at 11:00 a.m. Save the date    

and invite friends for an encouraging time of fel-

lowship and lunch with women in our church and 

community. It will be held in the HFLC.  

 

• Vacation Bible School: June 5-9 Registration is 

open! Visit our website for details and to sign up 

while spots are still available.  

 

To volunteer, please visit our website or contact 

Sherrey at sherrey@palmcitypres.org. 

Kidz Klub kiddos 

Meeting CAIN at the Martin County Fair 

mailto:sherrey@palmcitypres.org
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/9c19d883-0145-4674-a5e7-5c3a985a5c71
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6ff610d1-e87d-4d64-86a9-80b61b208864


Youth News  
by Jason Pridmore,  

Youth Ministry Director 
 

 

YOUTH SUMMER MISSION TRIP  

Expected trip dates: June 23-July 2 

Our youth will be heading to Puerto Rico this sum-

mer for our annual mission trip. We have been invit-

ed to partner with a ministry there to help with their 

outreach to community children and to assist in put-

ting on a weeklong Vacation Bible School. Our trip 

to Alaska last summer revealed the heart our youth 

have for children and, even more so, that God has 

blessed our youth group with their eagerness and 

drive to share the gospel with the generation behind 

them. We are excited to go to Puerto Rico and can't 

wait to see how God will work in and through the 

lives of this year's mission team. 

 

RUMMAGE SALE AT PCPC 

Spring cleaning? It's that time of year (again)! In 

preparation for our upcoming summer mission trip 

and to help our church family minimize their over-

crowded attics and garages, our youth will be hosting 

a rummage sale on Saturday, April 29th. We're tell-

ing you now, so you might think of us before getting 

rid of your treasures. If you have items you would 

like to donate, we have scheduled the week of April 

23-28 for drop-offs at the church. In the meantime, 

we can arrange pick-ups and movers to transport 

bulky, heavy, or oversized items if you need assis-

tance. If your donations can't wait until April 23, 

please let Jason know, and we can try to work out 

another arrangement. For any donations you might 

have or to have our team assist with your donations, 

please call Jason Pridmore: 714-809-5065. 

 COLLEGE STUDENTS & YOUNG ADULTS 

Our "little" Tuesday night group 

has been a blessing to our 

church. As we have continued to 

build this community and reach 

our young adults, they have been 

giving back by serving our 

church in various ministries—

working around the church and 

helping in our children's and 

youth ministries. As we continue 

to pour into them, they have been pouring back into 

the life of our church. We are so grateful for this 

group and the individuals God is moving in. This 

month we started a study in the book of Romans, led 

by J.D. Greear (via Right Now Media). Our study 

emphasizes the wonderous gift of the gospel mes-

sage, Paul's drive and enthusiasm to pass it on to oth-

ers, and the call for all believers to value that same 

mission, regardless of age, career, or the life stage we 

find ourselves in. We meet every Tuesday night from 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
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https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/youth-ministries


WHAT OUR YOUTH ARE LEARNING 

High School Youth Group: 

"This Is Our Sex Talk” 

There is no shortage of opinions 

or ideas about what's right, what's 

wrong, and what's actually best 

when it comes to the topic of sex. 

But what if there's more to it than 

we commonly think? What if sex is meant to be seen 

as good and powerful because it's actually God's 

idea? In this four-week series, we'll discuss God's de-

sign for sex and then talk about the way technology, 

confession, and boundaries intersect with the idea of 

living with "sexual integrity."  

 

Middle School Youth Group: "Limited Edition" 

Maybe you've tried on many dif-

ferent identities as you work out 

the answer to "Who am I really?" 

Having an authentic and unique 

identity comes from knowing 

that everyone, including you, is 

created in the image of God. En-

joy the journey of discovery, but 

don't lose sight of who you really are. Get ready to 

discover the confidence that comes from knowing 

your value and the value of others. 

 

 

 

Upcoming: “Before I Go” (high school) and 

“ECHO” (middle school) are studies on important 

things Jesus said. 

 

NEED HIGH SCHOOL SERVICE HOURS? 

PCPC offers many opportunities for service through-

out the year! See the VOLUNTEER tab on our web-

site for a list of how you can get involved and earn 

hours.  

15 

https://www.instagram.com/pcpc_youth/
https://www.facebook.com/PCPCYouth/
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/join/palmcity
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/join/palmcity
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Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m. in the office 

conference room 
 
 

www.griefshare.org 

GriefShare Program 

 

GriefShare, facilitated by PCPC Stephen Ministers, offers biblical, Christ-centered teaching that focuses on 

topics associated with the death of a loved one. The DVD seminar features nationally respected grief experts 

and real-life stories of people, followed by discussion. Many grieving people find they are only beginning 

the work of healing when friends or family have returned to their daily life routines. Too often, people tend 

to stuff their grief instead of allowing it to do the God-given work for which it is intended. Don’t allow fear 

of what others may think keep you from what could help you. Confidentiality is a key part of this program.  
 

Whether your bereavement experience is recent or not, you will find encouragement, comfort, and help in 

grieving the death of a loved one. This is an opportunity to be around people who understand what you are 

feeling. You will learn how to recognize the symptoms of being stuck in grief and that you do not need to 

live in bondage to certain emotions. You will learn valuable information about facing your new normal in 

life and renewing your hope for the future. Please call the church office at 772-286-9958 to join in. 
 

Wednesdays through April 19 
at 9:30 a.m. in the office conference room 

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/fellowship-ministries
https://www.zoom.us/
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/fellowship-ministries
https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/s?center=%2827.171196%2C-80.285489%29&date_range=&day=&distance=&location_type=&query=Palm%20City%2C%20Florida%2C%20United%20States&sort_by=&type=
https://www.griefshare.org/about
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/stephen-ministry


 

THURSDAYS  
IN LANGILL HALL 

 

Men’s Bible Study @ 7:00 a.m. 
 

Women’s Bible Study @ 9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Groups 

17 

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/adult-ministries
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/adult-ministries
https://palmcityeve.cbsclass.org/
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/2dc6cf25-3e70-41f2-b78b-c451ca5a5a30


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 
9:30 a.m. GriefShare 

 

3:00 p.m. Kidz Klub 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Chosen by God 

2 
 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
Rehearsal 

3 
 

 

 

4 
 

 

5 
 

9:30 a.m. Children’s  
Sunday School 

 

9:45 a.m. Adult 
Sunday School 

 

5:00 p.m. Confirm. Class 
 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth  

6 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
6:00 p.m. Growth 

Circle 
 

7 
 

10:00 a.m. Caregiver 
Support 

 

4:00 p.m. Deacons 
 

6:00 p.m. Young 
Adults Group 

 

8 

9:30 a.m. GriefShare 
 

3:00 p.m. Kidz Klub 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Chosen by God 

9 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
 

10 

 
11:00 a.m. Memo-

rial Service for 
Phyllis Keiser 

11 
 

 

12 
 

Daylight Saving 
Time 

 

9:30 a.m. Children’s  
Sunday School 

 
9:45 a.m. Adult Sunday 

School 

 
 

 

13 
 

 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
6:00 p.m. Growth 

Circle 
 

7:30 p.m. Hour of 
Prayer & Fellowship 

 

14 

 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:30 a.m. GriefShare 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Chosen by God 
  

16 
 

 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

9:30 a.m. Grand-
mothers & Others 

 
7:00 p.m. Choir  

 

 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

11:00 a.m. Memo-
rial Service for 

Bernie Kerr 

19 
 

9:30 a.m. Children’s  
Sunday School 

 

9:45 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 

 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth 

20 
 
 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
6:00 p.m. Growth 

Circle 
 

21 
 
 

10:00 a.m. Caregiver 
Support 

 
6:00 p.m. Young 

Adults Group 

22 
 

9:30 a.m. GriefShare 
 

3:00 p.m. Kidz Klub 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Chosen by God 
 

7:00 p.m. Session 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

23 

 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

 

 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

24 
 

 
 

 

25 
 

 

2:00 p.m. Easter 
Egg Hunt 

26 
9:30 a.m. Sun. School 

 

9:45 a.m. Adult 
Sunday School 

 

12:00 p.m. New 
Member Class 

 

5:00 p.m. Confirm. Class 
 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth  

27 
9:30 a.m. MOPS 

 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 

6:00 p.m. Growth 
Circle 

 

7:30 p.m. Hour of 
Prayer & Fellowship 

28 
 

5:30 p.m. MOPS 
 
 

6:00 p.m. Young 
Adults Group 

29 
9:30 a.m. GriefShare 

 

3:00 p.m. Kidz Klub 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Chosen by God 

30 
 
 

 

31 
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March 2023 

 

Sunday Worship 
 

8:30 a.m.   Traditional Service in the sanctuary 
 

9:30 a.m.   Contemporary Service in  
the Huizenga Family Life Center 

 

11:00 a.m.   Traditional Service in the sanctuary  
 

MBS: Men’s Bible Study | WBS: Women’s Bible Study 
CBS: Community Bible Study 

mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org


3/1    Keith Jenkins, Dick Stuart 

3/2    Abigail Cornea, Kristie Thomas, Dale White 

3/3    Emily Adkins 

3/4    Lisa Kirk 

3/5    Richard Munn 

3/6    Alma O’Quinn 

3/7    Tom Lewis 

3/8    Alex Thorpe 

3/9    Nancy Kurth, Brandon LaBar, Linda Sanders 

3/13  Don Metz, Bob Pierce 

3/14  Marti MacDonald, Michael Stutzke 

3/15  Ron Morrow 

3/16  Luke Wagner 

3/17  Spencer Cooke, Bethany Hoffman 

3/18  Jack Carl 

3/19  Stephen Bozzo, Marlene Cross, Debbie Sahlberg 

3/20  Dorothy Frey 

3/21  Dave Shimko 

3/24  Bonnie Carl 

3/26  Andy Johnson, John Morrow 

3/27  Jason Pridmore 

3/28  Jim Park 

3/29  Cheryl Burns 

3/30  Bart Levengood, Eleanor Wishart 

3/31  Jon Albright, Nicholas Gunn, Dolores Rice  

To have your name added or removed from this page of future newsletters, please email Kelly at kelly@palmcitypres.org. 

Anniversaries   Birthdays 
3/2    Eric & Jocelyn Olson 

3/12  Karl & Linda Saal 

3/14  Bob & Kay Eberhart 

3/16  Art & Irene Kalpin 

3/19  Matt & Carolyn Livings 

3/21  Kevin & Heather Floyd 

3/24  Jack & Char Meyering 

3/25  Glenn & Debby Hedden 

3/26  Donnie & Renee Gould 

3/29  Peter & Joy Funston 

 

Have something for our next newsletter? 
Email it to our editors Amy Kitchell and Andrea Wood at newsletter@palmcitypres.org by 

the deadline listed on the calendar. Please write “Newsletter Article” in your subject line 

and attach any photos you would like to include.  

SUNDAY, MARCH 12 

mailto:kelly@palmcitypres.org
mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org


Saturday, March 25 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

at the Huizenga Family Life Center 

EASTER 
EGG HUNT 

2700 SW Martin Highway 
Palm City, Florida 34990 

772-286-9958 
www.palmcitypres.org 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES     

 

Traditional Services 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. sanctuary 

 

Contemporary Service 
9:30 a.m. Huizenga Family Life Center 

Palm City Presbyterian Church 

https://palmcitypres.org/home

