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Does God choose who will be saved, or does he leave 

it up to us? If he chooses, how does he decide? If he 

leaves it up to us, would anyone be saved? Does God 

save us, or does he need or want our help? Jesus said, 

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 

draws him” (John 6:44 ESV). Paul wrote, “The Father 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world” (Ephesians 1:4). But, Paul also wrote, “God 

desires all people to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). The doctrine 

of election and the idea of predestination are controver-

sial and can be confusing. Beginning January 11, I will 

be teaching a class on this topic.  

 

The class will meet 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

in Lower Langill. We 

will use the book Chosen 

by God by R. C. Sproul 

(available through the 

church office for a sug-

gested donation of $13).  

 

The doctrine of election 

is this: Human beings, by 

our own free choice, fell 

into sin. Adam and Eve 

sinned, and we live with 

the unhappy results of 

that. Plus, we sin, too—because we want to. Sin is not 

just something we do; it is a brokenness inside us. Our 

hearts are turned from God. In fact, our hearts are cold 

and dead toward God. Because of this, we are all under 

God’s wrath. Yet God, being merciful, sent his Son as 

the Savior. All who believe the gospel, repent, and 

commit their lives to him are saved from God’s wrath 

and get eternal life instead. However, because of our 

aforementioned brokenness, no one would ever believe 

or repent. The only way it can happen is if God turns 

our hearts toward him. This is called regeneration. God 

reaches down into our sin and misery, picks us up by 

the scruff of the neck (while we wiggle and squirm to 

get away), and he says, “You are mine!” And that 

changes our hearts. We are born again and, therefore, 

spiritually alive. We believe; we repent; we commit 

our lives to Jesus. But God does not do this for every-

one. Obviously, not everyone believes and repents. 

Some people God elects to save. They are called the 

elect. Some he passes over. Why does he not save eve-

ryone? Why this person and not that one? He does not 

tell us. Nevertheless, God is just. Those he passes over 

get what they deserve and freely chose. This shows 

God’s justice. The elect get better than they deserve. 

This shows his grace.  

 

This teaching about election does three good things for 

us. (1) It makes us humble. If you are a believer, it is 

not because you were smarter, holier, or better than 

someone else. God simply showed you mercy. (2) It 

gives us security. If God saves us because he chose to, 

then we can be sure he will finish what he started. If 

our salvation is up to us, we will mess it up. (3) God 

gets the glory. We must boast in God and his grace, not 

in ourselves. God gets the credit, not us. 

 

Election is often misunderstood. Here is how one arm-

chair theologian attacked it: “No matter how much you 

want to be saved, want to give your heart to Jesus, be-

lieve in his sacrifice, pledge your life to Him, work for 

Him, evangelize, beg Him for salvation, unless you are 

elect, God says, ‘Nope. Too bad.’” This is a slanderous 

misrepresentation! Jesus stands ready to welcome any 

sinner and never turns anyone away. Anyone who be-

lieved in him and wanted him would be elect. That’s 

how you know you are elect! Of course, some people 

go a long way through life as unbelievers before God 

turns their hearts. A person who is not elect would nev-

er believe in or want Jesus. 
 Continued on page 2 
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The doctrine of election is odd in this respect: Many 

of its strongest proponents confess that there was a 

time when they did not believe it. In fact, some say 

they hated the very idea and found it repugnant. Then, 

they came to see its truth. Once they saw it was true, 

they realized it was also beautiful. Among those who 

changed their minds and became enthusiastic about 

election are Augustine, Calvin, Jonathan Edwards, R. 

C. Sproul, Tim Keller, and me. Not that I belong in 

such elite company, but we do have that in common, 

at least.  

 

What are the common objections to election?  

1. We human beings like control. We want to feel 

we control our destiny. We like the idea of free 

will, defined as “I can do whatever I want.” The 

doctrine of election says we are slaves to sin. We 

can do what we want. The problem is what we 

want! 

2. It seems unjust. What about those not chosen? 

I’ve answered that. God is just. Yet it seems 

somehow unfair. All are equally deserving of con-

demnation. Why do any receive mercy? The an-

swer God gives us is, “Because I can do what I 

want!” 

3. Critics say it undermines evangelism. If God has 

already decided who will be saved, what’s the 

point, right? The point is: God has appointed our 

evangelism as his means for bringing the gospel 

to the elect, so that they might be saved, and the 

non-elect, who reject it because they want to. His-

tory proves this concern is unfounded. Christians 

who believe in election have historically been at 

the front of missions, revivals, and evangelism.  

 

Why did the pastors listed above change their minds? 

Primarily because we found election is biblical. Are 

there verses that are difficult for us to explain? Yes, 

but that is true for everyone, no matter what position 

they take on election. Everyone has verses that    

challenge them. Those who believe in election have 

to do a lot less gymnastics to get over those problem 

verses. In fact, I find very few verses problematic at 

this point.  

 

My convictions about election began and became set-

tled with two questions. My journey began with this 

one: What can a person who is dead do to be alive 

again? The Bible says we are dead in our sins. What 

can we do to be spiritually alive again? Nothing! God 

must do it. If we were merely sick, we might rally. 

But our spiritual condition is dead. That started me on 

the road. What settled my convictions about election 

was this one: Does Jesus’ death save us, or does it 

merely render us potentially savable if we do           

our part?  

 

You may find this interesting, but that is not why I 

hope you participate in the class. For me, this is not 

about interesting discussions or satisfying curiosity. I 

want you to delight in the grace of God. I want you to 

love and glorify him. I want you to rest secure in the 

assurance of his steadfast faithfulness. I want grace 

and gratitude to flavor your life. Everything about 

your life. Your relationships, work, everything. We 

can’t understand everything about election. But we 

should know what God tells us in his Word. I will try 

to keep things simple and answer plenty of questions 

as best I can.  

 Continued from page 1 

A new class by Pastor David beginning 

Wednesday, January 11 at 6:00 p.m. in Langill Hall 

https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/a977fc77-6647-4128-b5e7-ca949293d4c8
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 How can you know the latest happenings at PCPC? 

There are several ways! 

• Visit our website: www.palmcitypres.org for        

announcements and details about activities. 

• Sign up for our once-a-week info e-mails by click-

ing the signup link at the bottom of our website’s 

homepage. 

• Read the newsletter. Our newsletter is posted on 

our website under “Resources.” Printed copies are 

available in the church office, sanctuary narthex, 

HFLC lobby, and Langill Hall lobby. 

• Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram! 

You will find photos, videos, sermons, upcoming 

classes, inspirational posts, and more.  

• Watch us on YouTube.  

• Call the church office at 772-286-9958 with ques-

tions about upcoming events or to join in the action 

as a volunteer.  

Stay Up 

to Date! 

Sunday, January 22 
3:00 p.m.  

Join us for a special concert in our sanctuary featuring music by Niah and Allisha Merrill! 
Admission is free.  A free-will offering will be taken for the Merrills. Scan the code to learn more! 

https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://palmcitypres.org/resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw-T7fo9IDPEsFohJRImC-Q
https://niahallisha.com/


THANK YOU, PCPC 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Local 

Missions Christmas Trees initiative in December! Our 

congregation supported 

the ministries of Dunklin 

Memorial Church, LA-

HIA, and Good Samaritan 

Ministries. Each group 

was very excited and ap-

preciated the generosity 

of PCPC. Pictured left: 

Mission Committee mem-

ber Janie Shubert deliver-

ing $1,275 worth of gas 

cards to LAHIA  

 

NEWS FROM OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

Sachchaie Ministries in Pakistan,  

From Pastor Minas 

There was a Christmas celebration at my alliance 

church, a village church named Chan Da Qila Church, 

where I preached on Matthew 1. To the youth in all 

churches, we are distributing Christian books for their 

Christian lives so they can get practical suggestions 

on how to live in Christ every day. On this one night, 

we gave these books to 70 young people. We think 

this is the best Christmas gift. Pray for them so they 

can become good Christians and proclaim His Word to 

the non-Christian world. Many thanks. God bless you! 

Good Samaritan Ministries  

A Message from Jon Albright 

The children at Good Samari-

tan Ministries' Family in Re-

covery program were blessed 

by PCPC's generous gifts through the 2022 Local 

Missions Christmas Trees. Thank you for adding to 

our children's joy in celebrating the birth of our Sav-

ior. Six weeks before our Christmas event, distrib-

uting toys to children of poor families, our ladies were 

busy with daily fundraising. Their children assisted 

with wrapping gifts. Last year, GSM served 587 chil-

dren, including ones coming to our facility and those 

at two area hospitals, each receiving three-four gifts. 

We are prepared to serve over 600 this year, repre-

senting 2200-2400 gifts. That is a lot of wrapping pa-

per! Our Lord teaches us to share the blessings we 

received from the birth of His Son. Thank you for 

partnering with us!  

 

Salvation Army of the Treasure Coast 

From Kim Johnson 

Thanks to the many donors in the commu-

nity who "adopted" a child or donated 

toys; over 1,700 children in Martin, St. 

Lucie, and Okeechobee received new toys and clothes 

for Christmas. The Red Kettles raised as much or 

more compared to last year. The PCPC kettle totaled 

$582.82 on 12/9, $718.61 on 12/10, and $66.89     

during the one hour 

that the bell choir rang    

on 12/17. Amazing 

amounts! The money 

raised in each kettle 

stays in that county to 

help provide services 

to people in need. In 

November, the Salva-

tion Army was the 

beneficiary of PCPC’s 

Annual Turkey Trot 
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MAKING CHRIST KNOWN AND CHANGING LIVES  

https://palmcitypres.org/missions


5K event. It was a huge success with well over 600 

participants, and the proceeds helped provide a 

Thanksgiving meal to many local families who other-

wise would not have had one. A few additional stats 

for the past year:  

• 11,545 nights of shelter were provided to wom-

en and children 

• 12,696 individuals were assisted with necessities 

like food, clothing, hygiene items, rent, and util-

ity payments 

• 300,000+ pounds of food was distributed from 

our pantries 

• 405,186 meals were served 

 

In 2023 we look forward to expanding our services. 

Our advisory board has approved plans to expand our 

Stuart social services offices and our Compassion 

House shelter to accommodate the growing need. 

Many thanks to Palm City Presbyterian Church for 

their ongoing support of The Salvation Army! 

 

Foster Church 

From pastors Dan and Krista  

Dear Palm City Pres. Family, 

Thank you so much for your support! 

We continue to minister to our neighbors through reg-

ular church worship, as well as caring for children in 

the foster care system and the families raising them. 

We pray this New Year to be one of continuing to 

seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.  

 

We've attached the photos above. One is from a recent 

foster care event in Seattle. We were playing mini 

golf. Another is us leading a city-wide Thanksgiving 

worship service. The last one is a family picture at the 

mini golf outing; it's got that funky Seattle vibe going. 

Again, we love you guys. Thank you so much! 

 

Care Net 

From Jane Oliver, Community & Event Specialist 

As you begin to put dates on 

your 2023 calendar, I want to re-

mind you that Care Net's 2023 

Spring Fundraiser Banquet will be held 

on Thursday, March 9, and Friday, March 10, at 

the MIDFLORIDA Event Center. WHO, BUT GOD, 

knew that by our 2023 Banquet, we would be living in 

a POST-ROE AMERICA??!! Wow! Praise the Lord! 

And yet, while we rejoice over this, the need for the 

mission and ministry of Care Net is greater than ever 

for those facing unplanned pregnancies and those ex-

periencing "forbidden grief" over a past abor-

tion. Your help to empower life and free cap-

tives through the furtherance of the gospel is still 

needed! 

 

If you would like to serve as a 2023 Banquet Table 

Host, please reach out to us and plan to attend 

our 2023 Table Host Breakfast on Saturday, January 

14, 2023, from 9-11 a.m. This year's breakfast will 

take place at Care Net (in the classroom), located      

at 6704 S. US Highway 1, in Port St. Lucie. 

Please RSVP (772-828-3168) by Monday, January 9. 

The breakfast is not mandatory, but encouraged. 

Thank you in advance. 

 

go. build. love 

From Steve Romig  

The ministry go.build.love (GBL) was 

established in 2015 to address the need 

of poor communities around the world lacking a sus-

tainable fresh water supply—a basic need for life. 

GBL has impacted many parts of the globe, but their 

greatest focus has been on Haiti and the Dominican 

Republic. As part of the distribution and training for 

water filter systems, GBL includes messages from the 

Bible to reach the people of these countries. The eco-

nomic and political climates in Haiti have been dire 

for quite some time, making the job of providing 

clean water even more difficult, but GBL persists 

nonetheless. 
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 Continued on page 12 

https://gobuildlove.org/
https://gobuildlove.org/
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Spotlight on Deacons 
by Marlene Boobar 
On Sunday, January 8th, a new class of deacons will 

be ordained or installed. PCPC will then have twenty-

one active deacons ready to serve! 

 

People often ask, "Just what does a deacon do?" Be-

fore a member accepts the invitation to become a dea-

con, they want to know what a deacon does specifi-

cally. The answer is that the office of deacon is an 

office of service. A deacon should have a servant's 

heart. A deacon willingly gives their time and energy 

to help where and when needed by the church and 

church family.   

The deacons may bring communion to the home-

bound. The deacons visit the sick in the hospital or a 

member's home. When fresh flowers are given for a 

Sunday service and donated to the church, a deacon 

may bring an arrangement to someone who just needs 

some cheering up. There are a couple of deacons who 

have therapy dogs, and they serve by going to hospi-

tals and nursing homes to bring smiles to the faces of 

the lonely and discouraged. If a member wishes to 

have a luncheon at the church after a memorial ser-

vice, the deacons act as hosts and serve each guest.   

 

Other service areas include preparing communion 

every month or whenever communion is served 

throughout the year. Each week, deacons prepare the 

worship space by making sure each pew is stocked 

with prayer request cards and other literature, along 

with sharpened pencils. Just as you would prepare 

your home for company, the deacons prepare the wor-

ship space for the members and guests attending a 

service. It is called pew duty.  
 

Deacons send out bereavement books to those mem-

bers who have suffered a loss. Deacons bring food to 

those recovering from an illness. Deacons may usher 

or greet. Deacons may act as hosts when the church 

sponsors visiting pastors or various boards or groups.  
 

When the church or church member needs a helping 

hand, the deacons are there to offer assistance. The 

deacons are there to serve. Jesus gave us an example 

of service when He washed the disciples' feet. "I have 

set you an example that you should do as I have done 

for you." John 13:15 (ESV). Deacons strive to be 

more like Jesus and care for one another in acts of 

service. Simply put, deacons serve. 

“A deacon willingly gives their 
time and energy to help where and 

when needed by the church and 
church family.” 

The Growth 
Circle 

is a faith-based 
women’s 

running group that 
meets at PCPC. 

Join in the new 
session starting 

February 13! 
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Grandmothers & Others 
by Larry D. Jones 
Grandmothers and Others would like to give a 

huge THANK YOU to everyone who provided fab-

rics, notions, and sewing machines for our mission of 

providing clothing for underprivileged children in 

Martin County. The clothing is distributed through 

4Cs (Clothing Children Caring Children), another 

PCPC mission organization. Last year, 4Cs served 

over 4,000 children; this is a much-needed organiza-

tion in our area. Our group made and provided over 

600 items to 4Cs last year, including girls' dresses, 

shorts and blouses, and boys' pants and shirts. We al-

so contributed handmade quilts, fabric dolls, toys, and 

pillows, which I am told the children love. Some of 

the clothing included hand-crafted appliqués and em-

broidered embellishments. 4Cs reported that when 

parents come in for clothing, they always migrate to 

our handmade creations since most of the clothing in 

the store is gently used. 
 

If you or someone you know is giving up sewing, our 

ministry can always use any fabrics, notions, and 

sewing machines. Anything not suitable for our mis-

sion will be donated to the House of Hope Thrift 

Store, another PCPC-supported mission to help feed 

the hungry in our community. Nothing goes to waste! 

We can even use old bed sheets, drapes, and curtains 

(remember The Sound of Music?!). Even if there is a 

rip or a soiled portion, we can cut around that. Some-

one provided a complete bolt of heavy fabric that 

made almost 80 shorts for the children! Donations can 

be dropped off at the church office. 

Thank you for your donations, and a huge shout out to 

all the Grandmothers and Others sewers who help 

make this mission possible! If you enjoy sewing, we 

welcome new members. This includes men who want 

to explore the relaxing hobby of sewing. Don't know 

anything about sewing? We will help you get started! 

Please contact the church office at 772-286-9958 or 

visit the volunteer tab on the PCPC website for more 

information. 
 

 

Thank you, Salvation Army Bell Ringers! 
The Salvation Army of Martin County is thankful to the many volunteers who assisted with the annual bell 

ringing campaign. Members of PCPC who took time to bell ring at Publix helped raise over $1,300 on Decem-

ber 9th, 10th, and 17th.  



Advent 2022 at  
Palm City Presbyterian Church 



Thank you to Dr. Rosalyn Soo Mauldin for the photos that so beautifully captured our Advent season.  
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Children’s Ministry & Family Outreach 
by Sherrey Pridmore, Director of Children’s Ministry & Family Outreach 

RECAP OF DECEMBER 

I hope and pray you all had a blessed Christmas! We 

celebrate Christmas to remember the birth of Jesus 

Christ. Because of the birth of the Son of God, we al-

so received the gift of salvation. The best gift God ev-

er gave was Jesus. As we remember the Christmas 

story, we take time to celebrate the greatest gift the 

world has ever known.  

 

Speaking of celebrating, our PCPC kiddos were busy 

learning about the birth of Jesus and sharing the good 

news. They learned about the meaning of advent and 

why we light the candles each week. Their perfor-

mance of Away in a Manger was so sweet! Despite 

the fact we were missing a good number of kids due 

to illness and travels, it was so fun seeing our littles 

dressed up and on stage at all three services.  

Our PCPC preschoolers spent the month of Decem-

ber learning all about the birth of Jesus. They played 

games and made fun crafts while celebrating the 

greatest gift ever given to us. We combined our K-

6th graders this month to celebrate the birth of Jesus 

as a group. We sang songs, read scripture, and fellow-

shipped together. 

 

Thank you to all the ladies who attended our first 

annual Ladies Candlelight Christmas Dinner. It 

was a wonderful evening filled with food, fellowship, 

Christmas carols, and the story of Jesus' birth. I am 

thankful to all who decorated the tables and made the 

Huizenga Family Life Center majestically light up. 

Each table was perfectly and uniquely decorated. The 

event could not have been as successful as it was 

without the help of the men who cooked and served 

our evening's meal. A huge 

thanks to Steve Bozzo, Mike 

Dewey, Glenn Hedden, Daniel Mauldin, Pastor 

David Mauldin, Joseph Mauldin, Rhys Pepitone, Bob-

by Pridmore, Charlie Pridmore, Jason Pridmore, Steve 

Romig, Russ Rykse, “Jazzy Jim” van Voorheis, and 

Brian Yager. 

See more photos on our Facebook page! 

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/childrens-ministries
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A BIG thanks to all our Sunday school leaders and 

nursery care workers. Thank you to Cathy Coco, 

Mike Dewey, Lonnie Ehmann, Loren Esposito, Oliv-

ia Intraboona, Joseph Mauldin, April Pridmore, Jade 

Pridmore, Reese Robinson, Hailey Schoner, and Cor-

al Vanderwiele for pouring so much love into the 

spiritual growth of our children. I am so grateful for 

you and your selfless commitment to our children's 

ministry. 

 

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 

In December, PCPC MOPS spread holiday cheer with 

a service project for The Salvation Army. We filled 

and donated 50 stockings for the children in their An-

gel Tree program!  

At MOPS, we have lots of fun while creating the pro-

verbial village for our members. If you are interested 

in joining us, please contact Kristen Puzzo at 202-714

-2414 for membership information. Our group is 

growing, and we are ready to welcome more families 

into our community. 

 

Psalm 127:3 says, “Our children are a gift from the 

Lord. They are a reward from him.” MOPS needs 

two consistent child caretakers to join our team 

and care for children during our bi-monthly Monday 

meetings from 9:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Our group sup-

ports 50+ moms. MOPS encourages and equips mem-

bers to realize their potential as mothers, women, and 

leaders in relationship with Jesus and in partnership 

with the PCPC community. If you are looking for a 

rewarding volunteer opportunity, this is it! Please 

contact Kristen Puzzo by text at 202-714-2414 

or email at kristenpcpcmops@gmail.com.  

 

THIS MONTH IN JANUARY 

As we ring in the new year, we will prepare for any-

thing 2023 throws our way! We will learn to trust 

God no matter what. Even when we face unexpected 

circumstances, we can trust that we don't need to rush 

in or take matters into our own hands. We can trust 

that God is working. As we follow Jesus throughout 

our lives, the Holy Spirit transforms us and helps us 

live more like Him. We can follow His example and 

choose to do what we should do—instead of what we 

want to do. The Holy Spirit gives us power and wis-

dom. We pray that God will continue to help guide us 

in our spiritual walk.  

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

February 15: Kidz Klub resumes! This free pro-

gram offers fun Bible lessons, games, and 

snacks for children in VPK-5th grade on 

Wednesdays from 3-4:30 p.m. in Langill 

Hall through April 26. Please scan the 

code provided here to sign up. 

 

June 5-9: VBS Save the date and register early for 

this year’s summer Vacation Bible 

School. More information on this year’s 

theme will be available soon, but it is sure 

to be an exciting week here at PCPC! 

 

HELP WANTED! 

PCPC Kids is seeking volunteers to help with Sunday 

school, nursery care, and VBS. Please contact Sher-

rey at sherrey@palmcitypres.org for details or visit 

the VOLUNTEER tab our website to sign up! 

 

 

“We can trust that God 
is working.” 

mailto:kristenpcpcmops@gmail.com
mailto:sherrey@palmcitypres.org
https://palmcitypres.org/volunteer
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Turkey Trot 2022 Proceeds Update 
 

PCPC’s 11th Annual Turkey Trot 5K and Kids Fun Run com-

mittee is pleased to announce that the Thanksgiving Day fund-

raiser generated $25,000 and 1,010 pounds of food for The Sal-

vation Army of Martin County! The Salvation Army is a minis-

try motivated by God’s love to preach the gospel of Christ and 

meet human needs in His name without discrimination. With 

many divisions and services, they operate soup kitchens, pro-

vide shelter to the homeless, organize disaster relief efforts, 

give assistance to families in crisis, hold church services, and 

more. Thank you to all who attended and volunteered at this 

successful event!  
 

Pictured to the left: Salvation Army Captain Nathan Jones with Turkey Trot 

committee members Kelly Tullidge and Al and Susan Hastings 

 

GBL’s core service is the provision of a passive filtering system, which turns dirty water into clean and safe 

water for drinking and cooking. The systems use a five-gallon bucket and a gravity-fed filter. These filters are 

assigned to families with a need, and each system has a barcode that assists GBL in monitoring and maintain-

ing the filter systems. GBL appoints local on-site residents to help keep the systems working. PCPC made a 

donation in early 2022 to support the general operations of GBL, and in December, we were able to provide 

another smaller donation that resulted in 75 families receiving filtering systems in Haiti (pictured below). In 

total, GBL has provided almost 3,000 families in Haiti and the Dominican Republic with passive filtering sys-

tems. GBL also digs wells, installs pump systems, and builds basic buildings for schools and meeting places. 

GBL is very appreciative of the support received from PCPC! 

  

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 

• Ongoing in 2023: House of Hope Nutrition Center Volunteering—If you are interested in helping at the 

nutrition center, or coming with your own team to fill a shift, please contact Natasha Kassam at nata-

sha@hohmartin.org or (772) 286-4673 x1013. If you would like to visit our facilities for a tour of our nutri-

tion center, production farm, enrichment center, and/or pantry please contact Amy Belisle at 

amyb@hohmartin.org or (772) 286-4673 x1002.  
 

• March 9 & 10:  Care Net’s 2023 Spring Fundraiser Banquet—Save the date for this year’s banquet held 

at the MIDFLORIDA Event Center. More information to come! 

 Continued from page 5 

mailto:natasha@hohmartin.org
mailto:natasha@hohmartin.org
mailto:amyb@hohmartin.org


 

THURSDAYS  
IN LANGILL HALL 

 

Men’s Bible Study @ 7:00 a.m. 
 

Women’s Bible Study @ 9:30 a.m. 

Bible Study 
Groups 
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https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/adult-ministries
https://palmcitypres.org/volunteer
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/stephen-ministry
https://palmcityeve.cbsclass.org/


Youth News  
by Jason Pridmore,  

Youth Ministry Director 
 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

We reflect on the year behind us with thankful hearts 

for all that God has done. We look forward to a new 

year of God’s blessings and His leading of our youth, 

church, and more in His mission and ministry. 

 

ROCK THE UNIVERSE: JAN. 27-29 

Rock the Universe at Universal Or-

lando® is just weeks away. The 

Christian music festival is one of 

our favorite activities over the year, 

so we don’t want you to miss out. 

We will drive up on Friday, attend 

the concert on Saturday, and be back by noon on Sun-

day. The trip (including transportation, housing, food, 

and an event ticket) costs $150 and is open to all mid-

dle and high school students. Space is limited. If you 

are interested in going and want to reserve your spot, a 

$50 deposit (or the whole sum) is re-

quired by January 8, 2023. For any ques-

tions or more information, please call/text 

Jason at 714-809-5065. 

 

PROUD YOUTH MINISTRY BRAG 

We are excited to an-

nounce, acknowledge, 

and celebrate the gradu-

ation of one of our col-

lege/young adults from 

the University of Central 

Florida, Alex Thorpe. 

Alex graduated in De-

cember with his BSBA 

in integrated business. 

As he returns to Palm 

City and weighs his op-

tions going forward, 

Alex will continue volunteering with our children’s 

and youth ministries at the church. Congratulations, 

Alex! We are proud of you and excited to see what 

God has planned for you next.  

 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATED 

Our youth spent the better part of December celebrat-

ing Christmas and the joy that comes with the season. 

Through a number of Christmas parties and special 

meals, our students took the opportunity to invite new 

friends and people to the group and our festivities, and 

many of our new and “old” friends heard for the first 

time or the umpteenth time, the gospel message and 

the meaning behind the Christmas story. We are grate-

ful to be connected to such a loving, caring, sharing 

student community that values our friendships and our 

faith in a way that draws others in and is contagious 

by nature.   
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https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/youth-ministries
https://www.universalorlando.com/web/en/us/things-to-do/events/rock-the-universe
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WHAT OUR STUDENTS HAVE BEEN TALK-

ING ABOUT 

“Die Hard,” the greatest Christmas movie...ever? 

The debate made its way into youth ministry this 

year: Is Die Hard (Bruce Willis, 1988) a Christmas 

movie or not? After conclusively reaching the correct 

answer, “Yes, it’s a Christmas movie,” the case was 

made that maybe it’s the BEST Christmas movie; one 

that tells the gospel message and explains the “why?” 

behind our celebration of Christmas. A brief (and im-

perfect) synopsis follows. Perhaps you can decide 

(spoiler alert)! 

 

In the movie Die Hard, the story is set in Nakatomi 

Plaza. A beautiful and wonderful Christmas party has 

been created (Genesis 1). But then evil terrorists enter 

the party and take over Nakatomi Plaza (Romans 

5:12). The “partygoers” are taken hostage, and de-

spite their own efforts, they cannot free themselves 

(Proverbs 29:6). But along comes one (John 3:16), a 

hero, a savior (John McClain), who after going 

through excruciating pain and physical punishment (1 

Peter 3:18), frees the party people, rescues them from 

death (Galatians 1:3-4), and has victory over evil (1 

Corinthians 15:55-57). Perhaps not an exact parallel, 

but better than a message of “good deeds” and 

“believing makes it real.” John McClain is no Jesus, 

but we are certainly a “party people” who have be-

come hostages to sin, in need of a savior. Thank You, 

God, for sending your Son to love us, to free us, and 

to offer eternal life with You—the reason we cele-

brate Christmas and why we ought to celebrate every 

day after. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• January 8: Regularly scheduled programing re-

sumes for youth and young adult groups 

• January 8 & 22: Confirmation/baptism class at 

5:00 p.m. in lower Langill Hall 

• January 27-29: Rock the Universe Christian mu-

sic festival at Universal Orlando 

 

Need high school service hours? PCPC offers many 

opportunities for service throughout the year! See the 

VOLUNTEER tab on our website for a list of how 

you can get involved and earn hours.  
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https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://www.instagram.com/pcpc_youth/
https://www.facebook.com/PCPCYouth/


Sermons in January 
“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” This series ex-

plores the doctrine of creation. Why believe that God created? What difference does 

it make? And what should we do about it?  
 

• January 8: In the Beginning ... Genesis 1:1; Psalm 19:1-6 

• January 15: How Long Is a Day? Genesis 1:1-13 

• January 22: In His Image Genesis 2:4-7, 18-25 

• January 29: Male and Female He Created Them Genesis 1:26-28 
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GriefShare Program 

GriefShare, facilitated by PCPC Stephen Ministers, offers biblical, Christ-centered teaching that focuses on 

topics associated with the death of a loved one. The DVD seminar features nationally respected grief experts 

and real-life stories of people, followed by a small group discussion. Many grieving people find they are on-

ly beginning the work of healing when friends or family have returned to their daily life routines. Too often 

people tend to stuff their grief instead of allowing it to do the God-given work for which it is intended. Don’t 

allow fear of what others may think keep you from what could help you. Confidentiality is a key part of    

this program.  
 

Whether your bereavement experience is recent or not, you will find encouragement, comfort, and help in 

grieving the death of a loved one. This is an opportunity to be around people who understand what you are 

feeling. You will learn how to recognize the symptoms of being stuck in grief and that you do not need to 

live in bondage to certain emotions. You will learn valuable information about facing your new normal in 

life and renewing your hope for the future. Please call the church office at 772-286-9958 to join in. 
 

GriefShare Group: Wednesdays, January 25 - April 19 

at 9:30 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. in the office conference room 

In Memory of Don and Shirl Elliott 
A gift to the PCPC Legacy Fund has been received in memory of Don & Shirl El-

liott. They were members who attended the 9:30 service faithfully as long as their 

health permitted. They always sat in the second row and were a positive and encour-

aging presence. Shirl died on October 17, 2020. Don died on August 13, 2022. They 

are deeply missed. 
 

Their daughter Susan Kassing wrote, “My parents enjoyed coming to PCPC—

the Bible studies, courses, gatherings, fellowship, sermons, messages, and the love 

of Christ felt among you all. Their only regret is that they didn’t come sooner. My dad was not saved until he 

turned 92 years of age & he was shepherded here at PCPC. I saw him change right before my eyes. He came 

to love the Lord, as did my mom, Shirl.” 
 

The PCPC Legacy Fund was set up to enable new ministry ventures, staff training, and other ministries 

through our church. It is now part of the PCPC Ministry Fund. A minimum donation of $10,000 is required 

for the Legacy Fund. Don and Shirl’s names will be added to the Legacy Fund tree in the sanctuary.  

https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://www.griefshare.org/s?center=%2827.171196%2C-80.285489%29&date_range=&day=&distance=&location_type=&query=Palm%20City%2C%20Florida%2C%20United%20States&sort_by=&type=
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January 22 @ 12:00 p.m. 
in Langill Hall  

https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/fellowship-ministries
https://www.zoom.us/
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/2dc6cf25-3e70-41f2-b78b-c451ca5a5a30
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/join/palmcity
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/join/palmcity
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/fellowship-ministries
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/d011b48e-b272-4eb8-b752-d8daf5a031b4


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 

New Year’s Day 
 

 

 

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Service 

2 
 

Office Closed 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
7:30 p.m. Hour of 
Prayer on Zoom 

3 

 

10:00 a.m. Caregiver 
Support 

 
 
 
 

 

4 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

45:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 

5 
 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
Rehearsal 

6 
 

 

 

7 
 

 

8 
Ordination &  

Installation of new 
elders & deacons 

 

 

9:30 a.m. Children’s  
Sunday School 

 

5:00 p.m. Confirmation 
Class 

 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth  

9 
 

9:30 a.m. MOPS 
 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

10 
 

4:00 p.m. Deacons 
 

5:30 p.m. MOPS 
 

6:00 p.m. Young 
Adults Group 

 
7:00 p.m. Choir  

Rehearsal 

11 
 
 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Chosen by God 
Class 

 

12 
 

 

 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

 
 

13 

 
 

14 
 

 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30 a.m. Children’s  
Sunday School 

 
6:00 p.m. HS Youth  

 
 

 

16 

 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
7:30 p.m. Hour of 
Prayer on Zoom 

17 

 
10:00 a.m. Caregiver 

Support 
 

6:00 p.m. Young 
Adults Group 

18 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Chosen by God 
Class 

19 
 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
Rehearsal 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
9:30 a.m. Children’s  

Sunday School 
 

12:00 p.m. New 
Member Class 

 

3:00 p.m. Merrill 
Concert 

 

5:00 p.m. Conf. Class 
 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth  

23 
 

 
9:30 a.m. MOPS 

 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
 

24 

 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

 
5:30 p.m. MOPS 

 
6:00 p.m. Young 

Adults Group 

25 
 

9:30 a.m. GriefShare 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. GriefShare 
 

6:00 p.m. Chosen by God  
 

7:00 p.m. Session 

26 
 

 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
Rehearsal 

27 
 

 
 

 

28 
 

 

29 

 
9:30 a.m. Children’s  

Sunday School 
 

30 
5:15 p.m. Walk  

Aerobics 
 

7:30 p.m. Hour of 
Prayer on Zoom 

31 
 

5:30 p.m. MOPS 
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January 2023 

Sunday Worship 
 

8:30 a.m.   Traditional Service in the sanctuary 
 

9:30 a.m.   Contemporary Service in  
the Huizenga Family Life Center 

 

11:00 a.m.   Traditional Service in the sanctuary  
 

MBS: Men’s Bible Study | WBS: Women’s Bible Study 
CBS: Community Bible Study 

ECO National Gathering: January 30 - February 2 

Rock the Universe Youth Event 

mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
https://www.econationalgathering.org/
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Email it to our editors Amy Kitchell and Andrea Wood at newsletter@palmcitypres.org

Preview Sunday’s 
Music! 

Looking forward to being blessed 

by Cornerstone again this Sunday? 

Preview the music we’ll be singing! 

Visit https://palmcitypres.org/

sundays-930-music. 

To have your name added or removed from this page of future newsletters, please email Kelly at kelly@palmcitypres.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
1/1    Lauren Gandy, Willa Jo Mauger-Churchill 

1/2    Tyler Austhof, Mary Jo Boman, 

         Leslie Clifton, Scott Neff, Gerri Strong 

1/4    Edna Aldrich, Glenn Hedden 

1/5    Jeanne Jarden 

1/6    Larry Fitzpatrick 

1/7    Bernie Kerr, Trina Ortiz-Hughes, 

         Rick Thorpe 

1/8    Jeff Johnson, Sophia Rosseau 

1/9    Spike Schultheis 

1/10   Jeene Brown 

1/11   Sarah Bangley, Jackie Smith 

1/14   Fred Church, Frank Cramblitt,  

          Bobby Edwards, Crystal King, Frances Lewis 

1/15   Carol Carsello 

1/16   Mitch Huhn, Linda Saal 

1/17   Laurie Bennett, Joseph Franco 

1/18   Rosemary Fitzpatrick, Linda Harlan, 

          John Nelson 

1/19   John Cameron, Mary Gilmour, Pat Stuart 

1/21   Jack Langhorne, Julie Redmon 

1/22   Marilyn Copley, Gary Ducote 

1/24   Phyllis Keiser, Joseph Terech 

1/25   Christian Birkett, Karla Merrell, Sarah Mullen, 

          Jocelyn Olson, Gregory Rogers 

1/26   Laura Chasen 

1/27   Arnold Intraboona, Marty Kennedy 

1/28   Steve Hanley, Carrie Jenkins, Phyllis Kordick 

1/29   Dot Coblentz, JoAnne Kerr 

1/30   Lynn Church, Curtis Erickson, Noel Thomas 

1/31   Pat Doyle, Michele Durbin 
 

January Anniversaries 
1/1    Stephen & Deborah Allison 

         Robert Edwards & Claire Waters 

1/3    Ron & Karen Bartnick 

1/7    Jim & Carolyn Scocca 

1/15   Mike & Gretchen Dewey 

          Jack & Toni MacDonald 

1/16   Mike & Diann Jasinski 

1/23   Tamas & Elizabeth Zsoka 

1/28   Doug & Alma O’Quinn 

1/29   John & Wanda Rosello 

          Dan & Janice Topping 

1/30   Larry & Rosemary Fitzpatrick 

mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
https://palmcitypres.org/sundays-930-music
https://palmcitypres.org/sundays-930-music
https://palmcitypres.org/sundays-930-music
https://palmcitypres.org/sundays-930-music
mailto:kelly@palmcitypres.org


2700 SW Martin Highway 
Palm City, Florida 34990 

772-286-9958 
www.palmcitypres.org 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES     

 

Traditional Services 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. sanctuary 

 

Contemporary Service 
9:30 a.m. Huizenga Family Life Center 

Palm City Presbyterian Church 

https://palmcitypres.org/home

