
A Shepherd’s Visit 
by David C. Mauldin 
 

I was putting the finishing touches on my Christmas 

creche when I heard a chuckle behind me. Turning, I 

was startled to see a young man in a rustic cloak. He 

was short, dark, and looked like an extra from The 

Chosen. “Woah!” I said, “Who are you, and what are 

you doing here?” 
 

“I’ve come to tell you about Christmas,” he said.  
 

“OoooKaaay … but who are you?” 
 

“Just a shepherd.” 
 

“We still have those?” 
 

“We do where I’m from … and when I am from.” 
 

“Good one,” I replied. “I know what this is. One of my 

friends put you up to this.” 
 

“You have friends?” he asked with obvious surprise, “I 

was led to believe …” 
 

“Never mind,” I cut him off. “What mischief are you 

up to?” 
 

“No mischief. As I said, I’m here to tell you about 

Christmas.” 
 

“I already know about Christmas,” I pointed out. 
 

“Do you?” he asked. “Then you know your creche is 

wrong.” 
 

“How so?” I queried. 
 

“Well, for one thing, you have the shepherds and the 

wise men gathered around the manger together.”  
 

“Of course,” I said. “Everyone knows that the wise 

men came later. They saw the star, traveled afar, and 

didn’t arrive until maybe more than a year later. Acting 

on their information, Herod killed all the boys in Beth-

lehem under the age of two.” 
 

“And,” he added, “we do not know how many wise 

men there were. The traditional number three comes 

from the fact that they brought three gifts, but scripture 

doesn’t specify how many, and even I don’t know.” 
 

“Yeah, even you don’t know,” I mumbled sarcastically.  
 

“Do you know,” he asked, “that Jesus was not actually 

born on December 25?” 

 

“I did know that,” I answered, wanting to prove that I 

know as much as he about it, “Christmas is not Jesus’ 

birthday. It is simply the day we celebrate his birth. 

Christians began celebrating Christmas in the 

4th century after the emperor Constantine converted. 

December 25 was chosen to take the place of a pagan 

holiday. Ancient Romans celebrated December 25 as 

the feast of the Unconquered Sun. It was winter sol-

stice, when days stop growing shorter and start grow-

ing longer. The pagans had their holiday, and Chris-

tians had theirs, celebrating the birth of Jesus. Eventu-

ally, Christmas replaced the pagan festival. Whenever 

Jesus was born, it was not December 25. Shepherds 

would not be in the fields around Bethlehem in December.” 
 

“That’s right,” he nodded approvingly. “We wouldn’t.” 

I let it pass. 
 

“I can see you know all about it.” He continued, 

“However, …” 
 

“Yes?”  Continued on page 2 



 

 

“Your creche bothers me. The house is wrong.” 
 

“House?” I said with the hint of a smirk. “It’s not a 

house. It’s a stable.” 
 

“It should be a house,” he said flatly. 
 

“What are you talking about?” I retorted. “Everyone 

knows Jesus was born in a stable. Every painting, 

every creche, every song says so!” 
 

“What does the Bible say?” he asked simply. 
 

“It says … well, I’ll show you.” I got my Bible and 

turned to Luke, chapter 2. “Here it is, verse 7, ‘And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn.’ See! It’s right 

there!” 
 

“No,” he answered flatly. “It doesn’t say anything 

about a stable.” 
 

“It says she laid him in a manger. Where do you think 

people keep mangers?” 
 

“We keep them in our houses.” 
 

“Seriously?” 
 

“Seriously. The home of a typical Jewish family in 

Bethlehem at that time had one room. At one end of 

the house was a door. It opened into a small area 

where we kept our animals at night. Most poor fami-

lies might have a sheep or two and a goat. We 

brought them into our homes to protect them. A few 

steps led up from that end of the house to the main 

room where the family slept. The animals stayed at 

the lower level. A manger or two would be carved 

into the floor at the end of the family room. This put 

the food at the right level for the animals.” 
 

“You kept animals in the house?” 
 

“Sure. We were poor. Read the verse carefully. Mary 

laid Jesus in a manger because there was no place for 

them in the inn. Luke does not say, ‘There was 

no room in the inn,’ but ‘there was no place for 

them.’ He meant no proper or fitting place. The inn, 

which was dirty and used mainly by merchants, was 

no place for a young woman to give birth! With all 

those men around.” 
 

I was dumbfounded, “So you are saying Mary was not 

forced to a stable because of a lack of accommodations …” 
 

“Of course not!” he was animated now. “That is a 

slander to my people. Hospitality was one of our 

highest virtues. We would not let a woman who was a 

stranger give birth in a stable, much less extended 

family! A pregnant woman would be given special 

consideration in our culture. And do you not think 

Joseph could have arranged something better than a 

stable? He was among family! Mary had her cousin 

Elizabeth not too far away. It is not as if she gave 

birth the day they arrived. What does the Bible say?” 
 

I read from Luke 2, “And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 

was of the house and lineage of David, to be regis-

tered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

And while they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth.” 
 

“While they were there!” he shouted. “Does that 

sound like it was immediate? As if Mary arrived in 

town already feeling contractions? No! Joseph had 

time to find suitable accommodations, and among 

family it was not difficult.” 
 

“But,” I sputtered, “but, … you mean?” 
 

“I mean that Mary gave birth surrounded by family. 

They were simple, poor peasant folks. They did their 

best, and it was enough. When the eternal Son of God 

became incarnate, he chose to be born among the 

poor. We shepherds were honored to hear the good 

news and worship the Savior. Most people considered 

us unclean, for obvious reasons. But God chose us.”  
 

Soaking this all in, I asked, “So all our paintings, 

creches, and songs are wrong?” 
 

“No!” he was emphatic. “Wrong about the stable, but 

not wrong about who this baby is and why he came. 

He was and is the eternal Son of God. Fully human; 

fully divine. He came to live a sinless life, perfectly 

fulfilling the Law and the will of his Father. Then he 

offered himself as the perfect sacrifice on the cross to 

atone for sin, so that all who belong to him are forgiv-

en and reconciled to God. Moreover, they are clothed 

in his righteousness. He came to give eternal life to 

poor sinners and to make all things new. And for this, 

he was born to a young girl among poor, simple peo-

ple. She wrapped him in cloth, as was the custom at 

the time, and laid him in a manger.” 
 

“Should I put away the creche?” I asked. 
 

“No,” he replied. “It is beautiful. The house is wrong, 

but it is beautiful.” 

 Continued from page 1 
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How can you know the latest happenings at PCPC? 

There are several ways! 

• Visit our website: www.palmcitypres.org for        

announcements and details about activities. 

• Sign up for our once-a-week info e-mails by click-

ing the signup link at the bottom of our website’s 

homepage. 

• Read the newsletter. Our newsletter is posted on 

our website under “Resources.” Printed copies are 

available in the church office, sanctuary narthex, 

HFLC lobby, and Langill Hall lobby. 

• Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram! 

You will find photos, videos, sermons, upcoming 

classes, inspirational posts, and more.  

• Watch us on YouTube.  

• Call the church office at 772-286-9958 with ques-

tions about upcoming events or to join in the action 

as a volunteer.  

Stay Up 

to Date! 

Please join us for a 
 

 

Christmas Concert 
CHANCEL CHOIR AND 

BONIFANTES BOYS CHOIR 
 

Friday, December 9th at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 10th at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Join us in the sanctuary for special holiday music. 

Free tickets are available at Sunday services,  
at the church office, or by calling 772-286-9958. 

 

 We are in need of host families to assist in housing members of the 

 BONIFANTES all male choir (ages 16-28). Please scan the code 

 provided here or see our website for details and to sign up.  

https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://palmcitypres.org/home
https://palmcitypres.org/resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCw-T7fo9IDPEsFohJRImC-Q
https://pcpc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/b7eb1b68-8b06-4422-a4dd-a39a6f37693b


COMMITTEE UPDATE 

At our September meeting, we discussed PARS and 

contributing $5,000 to sponsor two new trainees for 

ministry. They are in need due to the imprisonment of 

their current ministers. PARS came to PCPC to pre-

sent this need and we approved the request.  
 

WE NEED MORE DEDICATED MEMBERS! 

Do you have a heart for missions? We need you on 

our team! PCPC has been blessed to work with and 

support an increasing number of groups and mission-

aries each year. Join us as we share the love of Christ 

and spread the Gospel through this ever-growing net-

work of disciples in our backyard and across the 

globe. Please contact Krista Rosendahl (Chair) 

through the church office.  
 

NEWS FROM OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

Each year, LAHIA tries to make folks 

feel special during the holiday season 

by providing them with Christmas 

gifts. Almost ALL of the gifts come 

directly from you! From fast food and 

gas station gift cards to blankets and beauty products, 

PCPC’s generosity always comes through. LAHIA 

operates mainly off of donations they receive. Most of 

the meals served there are created using donated food 

items. Even their clothing pantry, including sheets, 

towels, blankets, and pillows, is filled entirely with 

donated items. Thank you for your support!  
 

Good Samaritan Ministries  

A Message from Liaison Jon Albright 

As I was listening to Pastor 

David's opening sermon from 

November's "Poverty" series, 

my mind connected with those at Good Samaritan 

Ministries (GSM), where I have been volunteering for 

five years. When I first started volunteering there and 

walked among the poor, I felt uncomfortable, but now 

I am part of their family. I wish you could have 

peered into my mind while Pastor David talked about 

poverty. Imagine you are sitting in GSM's reception 

lobby as people enter to start the intake process. What 

you would not know is where they came from. 90% 

are homeless, meaning they were either living in the 

woods, under a bridge, in a park, in a car, released 

from jail, or sent by a hospital. 70% are addicts. Some 

arrive carrying a large garbage bag of belongings, 

while others only have the clothes on their back. Fast 

forward a few months, and their lives are being regen-

erated. While participants are recovering, they gain 

community, which helps them through their suffering. 

They become disciples of Christ and ready to serve 

others. Currently, the ladies at GSM are wrapping 

Christmas gifts for low-income children throughout 

the Treasure Coast. They expect over 400 children to 

receive over 1500 gifts! The men continue to host a 

weekly drive-up food pantry that serves over 30,000 

individuals annually. Gaining insight to this powerful 

ministry has been a wonderful experience!  
 

Young Life Martin County 

A Note from Lydia Chappell, Area Director 

We are growing at such a fast 

pace and cannot explain it! As 

fun as growth is, as fun as our 

Club meetings can be with 148 high school kids, I 

would say my favorite part of this semester has been 

hanging out with three of my sophomore friends. The 

late-night texts, random dinner dates giggling over 

french fries, the meaningful conversations between 

the laughter, and all the dance parties in the car re-

mind me of my calling to this ministry. It is why I 

keep going. Just this week, I heard them say, "I want 

to be a better version of myself. I want to be who God 

says I am." Getting a front-row seat and being the 

boots on the ground in the midst of these kids' lives is 

my greatest gift.  
  

Young Life is launching a new ministry in January 

called Young Lives. Young Lives is Young Life for 

pregnant & parenting teenage girls. If you would like 

to hear more about this new program, please let us 

know. We can be reached through our website at 

https://martincounty.younglife.org/.  
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MAKING CHRIST KNOWN AND CHANGING LIVES  

https://palmcitypres.org/missions
https://martincounty.younglife.org/
http://www.lahia.org/
https://martincounty.younglife.org/


Upcoming Young Life Club Events 

Location: 290 SE Florida Street 

12/5 - WyldLife Club at 8:01 p.m. 

12/5 - Young Life Club at 8:01 p.m. 

12/12 - Young Life Christmas Club/Summer Camp 

Reveal at 8:01 p.m. 

12/12 - WyldLife Christmas Club at 6:31 p.m. 
 

The Refuge Ranch 

An update from Marcia Jakeway 

On November 15th, ten women from 

PCPC took a harvest lunch to the resi-

dents and staff at The Refuge Ranch. There were 28 

of us sharing lunch, conversation, and fellowship. 

One of the program's residents shared her story about 

what brought her to The Refuge Ranch for the addic-

tion program. It was extremely moving and heart-

wrenching to hear of the tragedies many of these 

women have lived with for 10, 15, or more years of 

their lives. We also heard conversations of hope, joy, 

and strengthened faith. Residents and PCPC members 

shared favorite Bible verses. It was an enjoyable visit 

filled with hope, love, and learning. While there, we 

received a book from The Refuge Ranch filled with 

pictures and testimonies. If you've never been out to 

visit them, the book is a great way to learn about their 

ministry. It is available at the church office for anyone 

to read and share.  
 

United Servants Abroad (Peru)   

A Note from Tom & Rita Hough at the CCB Bible 

Training Center 

The center be-

gan in Pucallpa 

Peru in 1991. 

There have been 25 graduating classes with 399 grad-

uates. Nineteen different tribal groups have studied at 

CCB. The vision is to offer spiritual education to the 

indigenous peoples of the upper Amazon rain forest, 

enabling the growth of the church of Jesus Christ. 

Classes at the center started one week later this year 

due to municipal elections. Voting is mandatory in 

Peru, and you must vote where registered. Due to dif-

ferent reasons, several families could not make it to 

Pucallpa for this cycle of classes. A wonderful group 

of students graduated on November 13th. We are 

blessed to have a wonderful faculty and staff at CCB. 

They definitely complete the program and make it 

function each and every year. Francisco is a CCB 

graduate and finished his seminary up on the northern 

coast of Peru in Trujillo. He recently began working 

on a workbook for each of the ten biblical doctrines 

we cover at CCB. This incredible tool is for both the 

teachers and the students. 
 

WEC International (Brazil)   

A Note from Joseph and Alicia Macedo 

Greetings from Brazil! Hope you are 

well. I would like to say thank you for 

the gift that was allocated to us by PCPC 

in 2022. It was a big blessing and will be 

put to good use in the Lord’s work. We 

just got back from the big Brazilian Missions Con-

gress. We recently arrived home and, unfortunately, 

brought some COVID back with us. We only have 

mild cold symptoms and are feeling fine. It gives us a 

good excuse for some downtime as we quarantine at 

home. The rainy season is here—always a blessing. A 

nice green lawn makes Joseph happy! 
 

We are planning to be in the States from April 

through June. It’s helpful that we do a lot of our work 

online, so we can keep up with things as we visit with 

friends and family.   
 

Joseph & Alicia have served with WEC International 

in Brazil since 1985. Their current focus is on caring 

for missionary families, writing and translating re-

sources, and networking. 

 

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 

• Throughout December: Local Missions Christ-

mas Trees are located in the HFLC lobby and 

sanctuary narthex. Please stop by and take an orna-

ment. Gifts should be returned to PCPC by Decem-

ber 12. See page 13 for more information. 
 

• December 9 & 10: The Salvation Army holiday 

bell ringing fundraiser—PCPC has reserved these 

dates to volunteer at Publix in Old Palm City (12/9) 

and Publix on Martin Downs Blvd. (12/10). To 

sign up, please visit www.registertoring.com and 

use group code “34990.” 
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https://www.registertoring.com/group-opportunities.aspx
https://www.registertoring.com/group-opportunities.aspx
https://www.registertoring.com/group-opportunities.aspx
https://www.therefugeranch.org/
http://www.usateams.org/peru/ccb/
https://www.wecinternational.org/
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Turkey Trot 2022: Over a Decade of Trotting! 

This Thanksgiving morning, our campus was filled with 

over 600 runners and walkers who attended the 11th an-

nual Palm City Turkey Trot 5K Run/Walk and Kids Fun 

Run. Special thanks to the many volunteers who helped 

make this event a success! Our exact donation amount to 

The Salvation Army will be reported soon, but early es-

timations show this was a very fruitful event.  
 

Turkey Trotters are always a fun group. Some dress up 

in costumes. Some are excellent runners and very fast. 

Some just come out to enjoy a family-friendly event and 

kick off a great holiday weekend. No matter their reason 

for participating, it all supports a great cause. To learn 

more about The Salvation Army of Martin County, 

please visit salvationarmyflorida.org/martincounty/. 
 

This Year's Winners 

• 1st place Men's overall - Nic Colbert, age 17,  

      of Jensen Beach with a time of 16:54 
 

• 1st place Women's overall - Sara Aube, age 21,  

      of Port St. Lucie with a time of 19:16 
 

• 1st place Men's Masters (age 40 and up) -  

      Kevin Johnson with a time of 18:57 
 

• 1st place Women's Masters (age 40 and up) -  

      Jill Kirila with a time of 21:39 

https://salvationarmyflorida.org/martincounty/


 Continued on page 11 
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Children’s Ministry & Family Outreach 
by Sherrey Pridmore, Director of Children’s Ministry & Family Outreach 

RECAP OF NOVEMBER 

November is a month to reflect and be thankful. Re-

joice always, pray continually, give thanks in all cir-

cumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus. - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. I am thankful for my 

PCPC family. I am grateful for the friendships I have 

made, the families I have grown close to, and young 

minds I am blessed to share Christ with. I am truly 

blessed here at Palm City Presbyterian Church!  

 

I am thankful for our Spiritual Parenting group— 

those who attended our 6-week class and explored 

how we can cultivate vibrant faith within our families. 

It was an enriching class and encouraging group. We 

shared parenting successes and shortcomings while 

learning about the role God has called us to as parents. 

Watch for information about our next parenting class 

coming up this Spring! 

 

I am thankful to all who joined us for our 2nd Annual 

Chili Cookoff and Bingo Night. It was a fun evening 

filled with great food, laughter, and fellowship! About 

80 people attended. Thank you to all who helped and 

made chili! It was so good; we almost ran out of food!  

 

I am thankful for our Sunday 

school program. We spend our mornings 

playing, imagining, wondering, and marveling at 

God’s big story.   

• Play (2 years through Preschool) – They spent the 

month in the book of 2 Kings, Jonah, and Daniel. 

They learned all about the profit Elisha, Jonah and 

the giant fish, and Daniel.  

• Imagine (Kindergarten and Grade 1) – Their 

month was spent on the stories of Jesus as a baby. 

They learned all about how the good news of his 

birth spread all throughout the land.  

• Wonder (Grades 2 and 3) – They have continued 

their journey learning about the miracles Jesus per-

formed throughout the land.    

• Marvel (Grades 4, 5 and 6) – At this level, the kids 

explore the Bible on a deeper level. They are mar-

veling at the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

I am thankful for Kidz Klub, which was a lot of fun, 

but is now on break. Watch for information about the 

next session coming up in February 2023!  

 

THIS MONTH IN DECEMBER  

In December, we will learn the importance of Christ’s 

birth and God’s Word. God reveals himself in 

both general revelation, through creation, and special 

revelation, through the Bible. This month’s study is a 

wonderful illustration of how both general revelation 

(the star) and special revelation (the Bible) reveal 

God’s truth. In a world that sometimes challenges the 

reality of Jesus’ coming, it’s important to share that 

Reformed Christians confess that Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God, actually and truly came in the flesh (1 

John 4:1-2)—an event we call the incarnation. This 

truth is reflected in the wonderful name Immanuel.  

 

There will not be Sunday school or nursery care at 

our Christmas Day or New Year’s Day services.  
 

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/childrens-ministries
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday, December 2 @ 5:30 p.m.: Ladies Candlelight Christmas Dinner in the Huizenga Family Life 

Center Join us for a formal evening filled with fellowship and holiday cheer! Please see our website for details 

and to RSVP.  
 

Saturday, December 3: MOPS Holiday Shop from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Huiz-

enga Family Life Center Come for a unique and fun Christmas shopping experience. Sup-

port small businesses and local mom- and kid-trepreneurs selling Christmas crafts and hand-

made holiday gifts, children's books, clothing, accessories, handmade jewelry, home decor, 

and more! Enjoy Christmas music, hot cocoa, coffee, and sweets while browsing. And, 

SANTA will be here! Snap some free photos of your little cuties with Santa, as he shares his 

precious time with us. You know, he's very busy this time of year! All proceeds from Santa's Sweet Shop will 

directly benefit our MOPS mission and PCPC Family Outreach.  
 

December 18: PCPC Kids singing at all services! Join us on this special Sunday as the 

children in our PCPC Kids program perform Christmas songs at our 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

traditional services and 9:30 a.m. contemporary service.  
 

Now through December 18: See our display at the Martin County Carnival of 

Lights For more information, please visit www.martincountyfair.com/p/about/carnival-

of-lights.  

Thank you, BSA Troop 822! 
PCPC appreciates the work of  Boy Scouts Troop 822 members who assisted in decorating our sanctuary and 

Huizenga Family Life Center for Christmas.  

https://www.martincountyfair.com/p/about/carnival-of-lights
https://www.martincountyfair.com/p/about/carnival-of-lights
https://www.facebook.com/pcpcmops
https://www.martincountyfair.com/p/about/carnival-of-lights


Youth News  
by Jason Pridmore,  

Youth Ministry Director 
 

 

HELPING ASYLUM-SEEKING REFUGEES 

Over the last couple of months, our youth and their 

families welcomed and supported an asylum-seeking 

family who immigrated from Venezuela. With an 

amazing and horror-filled story that is all too common 

to immigrants seeking shelter in our country, our 

friends we’ve known from past mission trips came to 

Florida with nothing in hand. Our youth family rallied 

around them, welcomed their two boys to our youth 

group, and gathered clothes and household items to 

help get them set up in their own place. It is tough to 

see the plight of those struggling around the world; 

those impoverished, oppressed, and living under some 

really tough conditions. But what a testimony to our 

neighbors that our faith community/family can pull 

together and model early church living, care, and min-

istry to those in need. Thank you to everyone who do-

nated resources, household items, and even work for 

our Venezuelan family. 
 

ROCK THE UNIVERSE—IT'S COMING SOON! 

JANUARY 27-29 

Rock the Universe at Universal 

Orlando is coming soon, and we 

are already making plans. The 

Christian music festival is one 

of our favorite things to do over 

the year. Don’t miss out! We 

drive up on Friday, attend the 

concert on Saturday, and have loads of fun hanging 

out, playing games, swimming, and more throughout 

the weekend. We return by noon on Sunday. This trip 

(including transportation, housing, food, and an event 

ticket) costs $150 and is open to all middle school and 

high school students. We are in the process of reserv-

ing housing, so please RSVP. To reserve your spot, 

submit a $50 deposit (or the whole sum) by January 8, 

2023. For any questions or more information, please 

call or text Jason at 714-809-5065. 

WHAT OUR STUDENTS ARE TALKING 

ABOUT: The Case for Faith 

God said, "You will seek me and find 

me when you seek me with all your 

heart." Was he telling the truth? In The 

Case for Faith, Lee Strobel turns his 

journalistic skills to the most persistent 

emotional objections to belief—six 

"heart barriers" to faith. This study is 

for those who may be feeling drawn to Jesus but are 

faced with difficult questions standing squarely in 

their path. For Christians, it will deepen their convic-

tions and give confidence in discussing Christianity 

with even their most skeptical friends.  
 

ALL YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY: WEDNES-

DAY, DECEMBER 21 IN THE HFLC 

Christmas is about spending 

time with the ones you love, 

and we want to spend some 

time with YOU! All middle 

school, high school, and col-

lege/young adults (and 

friends) are invited to join us 

in the Huizenga Family Life 

Center on December 21 from 5:30-8:00 p.m. Please 

bring an appetizer and a wrapped, white-elephant gift 

to exchange. Dinner, drinks, and desserts will be pro-

vided. There will be fun and games. Feel free to dress 

festively for the occasion. Please contact Jason at 714-

809-5065 with any questions.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

There will be no youth group meetings for middle 

school, high school, or college/young adult groups 

during from December 18 – January 3, except for 

the Christmas party.  
 

• December 4: Confirmation class, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

in Langill Hall 

• December 21: All youth Christmas party, 5:30 - 

8:00 p.m. in the HFLC 

• January 27-29: Rock the Universe at Universal, 

Orlando 
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High School Youth Group: Sundays, 6-8:00 p.m.. in the HFLC  |  Middle School Youth Group: Wednesdays, 4:30-6 p.m. in the HFLC 
Young Adults & College Students: Tuesdays 6-8:00 p.m. in the HFLC 

https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/youth-ministries
https://www.instagram.com/pcpc_youth/
https://www.facebook.com/PCPCYouth/
https://www.universalorlando.com/web/en/us/things-to-do/events/rock-the-universe
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More Turkey Trot photos can be found on our Facebook page! 

https://www.facebook.com/PalmCityPresbyterianChurch/


Thank you, Christmas  
Decorating Volunteers!  
Every year, PCPC members gather to decorate our 

church for Christmas. This is always a nice morning 

for fellowship and offers a fun start to the holidays.  
 

On display in the sanctuary and Huizenga Family Life 

Center are beautiful banners surrounding the Advent 

wreaths. The wreath and candles provide beautiful 

symbolism for each week of the season as we wait for 

Christmas to arrive. Made from evergreens to symbol-

ize everlasting life, the wreath's circle reminds us of 

God’s unending love and the eternal life He makes 

possible. The light of the flickering candle flames re-

minds us who Jesus is: “In him was life, and that life 

was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it.” (John 1:4-5). Each candle has a special signifi-

cance that varies by tradition. Ours represent hope, 

peace, joy, and love—four wonderful results of a rela-

tionship with Christ. The center candle represents 

Christ, our sinless, pure Savior. As we light the can-

dles and recite the litany, we worship the One who is 

Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, God with us. 

The sanctuary banners were made by Larry Jones. 

The banners in the HFLC were provided by David 

Bates in conjunction with our Worship Committee.   
 

Our church has many other Christmas decorations that 

are steeped in tradition. The Chrismon ornaments dis-

played in the sanctuary narthex were created many 

years ago by Leona Huffman, a charter member of 

PCPC. Chrismons are handmade ornaments featuring 

Christian symbols created by followers of Christ since 

as early as the first century. Traditionally, the white 

and gold ornaments are a simple design, so the sym-

bol's meaning shines through and directs Christians to 

ponder the meaning of Christmas. 
 

Thank you to all who put time and effort toward mak-

ing PCPC a pleasant place to worship, welcome 

guests, and serve God.  

12 
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Sermons in December 
Immanuel. Prince of Peace. 

Mighty God. Lamb of God. Lion 

of the Tribe of Judah. Scripture 

calls Jesus by many names. Dur-

ing Advent, we will consider 

four of the most important. What 

makes these extra special? The 

first two remind us of God’s covenants. That is, 

these names come from promises God made. They 

not only prove God’s faithfulness, but they also help 

us understand why Jesus came. The third, “Son of 

God,” has obvious importance. If true, it makes all 

the difference. The fourth one is the most interesting 

and exciting because “Son of Man” was Jesus’ fa-

vorite name for himself, but it does not mean what 

most would assume at first glance.  
 

• November 27: The Seed of the Woman, Genesis 

3:14-15 

• December 4: Son of David, 2 Samuel 7:4-17 

• December 11: Son of God, John 1:1-5, 14 

• December 18: Son of Man, Daniel 7:13-14 

 

 

PCPC’s Special Plans for 
Christmas & New Year  

Christmas falls on a Sunday 

this year. That means New 

Year’s Day does also. PCPC is 

rolling out a special schedule 

for these holidays. 
 

We will have our customary 

schedule on Christmas Eve. Contemporary service 

at 5:00 p.m. and Traditional service at 7:00 p.m. 

Candlelight. Communion. Christmas songs. The 

good news of the Savior’s birth. 
 

On Christmas Day, we will have one combined 

worship service in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. We 

will sing plenty of your favorite Christmas songs. 

The sermon will be quite different, involving the 

opening of presents, each one symbolizing a promise 

God has given.  
 

On New Year’s Day, we will again have one com-

bined service in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. It will 

more closely resemble a typical worship service. The 

perfect way to begin a New Year! 

 

Each Advent, our Mission Committee works 

with local partners to provide a way for the 

PCPC congregation to help those in need. The 

ornaments displayed on the Missions Christmas 

Trees, located in the sanctuary narthex and 

Huizenga Family Life Center lobby, list needs 

from LAHIA, The Refuge Ranch, Dunklin Me-

morial, and Good Samaritan Ministries. 

 

To participate, please select an ornament from 

the trees, purchase the item listed on the back, 

and return the gift(s) by December 12 to the 

church office. Gifts should not be wrapped and 

the ornament should be attached.  

Local Missions 
Christmas Trees 

https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events
https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events


14 

The Growth Circle 
By Karla Merrell 
 
 

Once again, Palm City Presbyterian Church hosted 

the Growth Circle’s running group, where over 20 

women from all walks of life met weekly for eight 

weeks to celebrate their bodies, train their minds, and 

grow their spirits with the goal of completing the Tur-

key Trot 5K on Thanksgiving Day. With some partic-

ipants returning from the spring season that ended on 

Memorial Day, this season welcomed a mixed group 

of new participants who have never run before, some 

who stopped running years ago, and some habitual 

runners and walkers. Most importantly, all women 

came in looking for a sense of community and fellow-

ship, a space where they could safely be themselves 

and start their health and spiritual journey. 

 

Every week we met for 30 minutes to share a lesson 

on mindset and spirituality with the goal of growing 

our faith in God, our bodies and the training. This 

season we brought in some special guests, including 

local business owner and nutritionist Stephanie Rohm 

Quirantes, as well as breast cancer survivor and yoga 

instructor Crissy Florio to provide insightful guidance 

around proper nutrition, stretching, and breathing 

techniques to the group. Prayer requests were ad-

dressed in a time of fellowship where we locked 

hands and set our intentions before our 30-minute 

outdoor training. Training was progressive, starting 

with 60 seconds of jogging; building up to 30 minutes 

of continuous running at each individual pace. 

  

We created a vision of how we wanted to feel after 

accomplishing the 5K goal and, most importantly, 

how we could positively influence our children, fami-

lies, and communities by setting and accomplishing a 

goal with the strength that God can provide to help us 

do hard things. We grew a mindset which believes 

that “if we can run at all, we can run it all,” staying 

consistent and supporting each other literally through 

rainy and shiny days, inside our private chat where 

we shared our challenges and our victories. 
 

Wearing white shirts with the Growth Circle’s bright 

orange circle logo on the front, we showed up proud 

at the Turkey Trot, where we prayed, laughed, and 

cheered each other at the finish line. We witnessed 
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how tears of joy came down the faces of some of the 

women as they saw themselves crossing the finish 

line and completing something they never thought 

possible. The Growth Circle proudly sponsored this 

race as we support The Salvation Army’s mission, 

while bringing awareness of our growing group into 

the local community. 
 

We are grateful for Palm City Presbyterian Church, 

which has given this group a home for women to lock 

arms around something we can be proud of and for 

every woman that has said YES to herself faithfully, 

believing that “with God, all things as possi-

ble” (Mathew 19:26). 
 

If you are curious about the why behind 

the Growth Circle running group or need 

one more reason to join us, we invite you 

to watch “The impact of curiosity TEDx 

Talk” on YouTube, which can be found using the 

code provided here. 
 

The Growth Circle will start its third season on Feb-

ruary 13, 2023, The group will meet at PCPC on 

Mondays at 6:00 p.m. for eight consecutive weeks. 

All ages and fitness levels (including walkers) are 

welcome. Contact me at merrellkarla@gmail.com for 

more information or visit  www.karlamerrell.com/

growthcircle.  

https://www.zoom.us/
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/join/palmcity
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/join/palmcity
https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/fellowship-ministries
https://youtu.be/u47pW0SRTY0
https://youtu.be/u47pW0SRTY0
mailto:merrellkarla@gmail.com
https://karlamerrell.com/growthcircle/
https://karlamerrell.com/growthcircle/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u47pW0SRTY0
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Deacon Spotlight:  
Wanda Rosello 

My first 14 years were 

spent growing up on a 

farm in Mt. Pleasant, Tex-

as, about 100 miles north 

of Dallas. We attended a 

small country church 

where I accepted Christ at 

the age of nine and was 

baptized in a neighbor’s 

cow pond. A good many 

of the folks in the commu-

nity, not all Baptists like 

my family, came and brought food. Those events 

were referred to as "all day singin’ and dinner on the 

ground." It still brings joy to me when I sing those 

good ole Baptist hymns. When I was in 9th grade, we 

moved to Ft. Worth, where I attended Eastern Hills 

High School and Texas Wesleyan College. 
 

As my children grew up in the church, I moved along 

with them, starting in the nursery and going through 

teaching confirmation classes. It was a wonderful 

time in my life, serving God by sharing the gospel 

with the children. One of the biggest joys was driving 

the church van to pick up the kids after school and 

take them to choir practice. 
 

After my children were grown and no longer at home, 

I went to the children’s education director to see 

where I could serve in the children’s ministry. We 

went over the list of jobs I had done over the years 

when I worked with the children. It seemed that every 

position was already filled by one of the parents. I sat 

there for a minute just looking at the director, not 

knowing what to say. Finally, it hit me, and I said, 

"Looks like it is time for me to move on as well." 
 

It took a couple of years of attending Bible studies of 

various types before I got that nudge from the Holy 

Spirit. I was like Peter getting out of the boat, not 

quite sure if keeping my eyes on Jesus was enough. 

Several wonderful opportunities came along during 

that time, but I was too hesitant to accept any of them 

because my faith was too small. During this time, I 

saw how blessed some folks were who accepted the 

challenges that I had run away from. God doesn’t al-

ways wait for us to decide when the time is right to 

move forward. Sometimes He goes to someone else 

and passes us by.  
 

Once I decided I was brave enough to go where God 

was leading, I started volunteering at South Austin 

Pregnancy Resource Center. Our purpose was to 

share the Word of God with the mothers while getting 

their material needs met through various resources 

made available by the community. It is a powerful 

thing to be able to pray with someone as they accept 

Christ as their Savior. One of the greatest joys I have 

ever experienced was being able to hold a child that 

was saved from abortion. 
 

The next place I was called to was "God of Hope" as 

part of their prison ministry. It was an honor to be 

able to meet with those ladies once a week to share 

God’s Word. The stories of the inmates were difficult 

yet uplifting at times. Each semester there were dif-

ferent ladies in my group. Their backgrounds varied; 

some were raised in Christian homes, and some had 

very little exposure to the Word. Regardless, there 

were circumstances and bad choices they had made 

that caused them to lose their freedom. The inmates 

who were closest to the time they would go before the 

parole board were the ones who were eligible for the 

ministry. It was difficult to see them back in the 

group, knowing that they were not going to be re-

leased. It would take a lot of prayers to be able to go 

on after that happened. 

 

John and I moved here from Austin, Texas, in 2017 to 

be closer to the grandchildren in Jupiter. We also 

have a daughter who lives outside Chicago and a son 

and daughter in Los Angeles. Our pride and joy are 

our seven grandchildren. John and our two daughters 

graduated from the University of Texas at Austin. We 

still root for UT and for whoever is playing Texas 

A&M or Oklahoma. We have been members of Palm 

City Presbyterian since we moved here. Usually, we 

“God has led me to serve in ways 
that I never imagined or thought I 

could ever possibly do.” 
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GriefShare Program 

GriefShare, facilitated by PCPC Stephen Ministers, offers biblical, Christ-centered teaching that focuses on 

topics associated with the death of a loved one. The DVD seminar features nationally respected grief experts 

and real-life stories of people, followed by a small group discussion. Many grieving people find they are on-

ly beginning the work of healing when friends or family have returned to their daily life routines. Too often 

people tend to stuff their grief instead of allowing it to do the God-given work for which it is intended. Don’t 

allow fear of what others may think keep you from what could help you. Confidentiality is a key part of    

this program.  
 

Whether your bereavement experience is recent or not, you will find encouragement, comfort, and help in 

grieving the death of a loved one. This is an opportunity to be around people who understand what you are 

feeling. You will learn how to recognize the symptoms of being stuck in grief and that you do not need to 

live in bondage to certain emotions. You will learn valuable information about facing your new normal in 

life and renewing your hope for the future. Please call the church office at 772-286-9958 to join in. 
 

Wednesday, December 7 
10:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. 

show up about a half hour early to the 9:30 service 

where we greet/usher or help with Linger Longer.  
 

Being part of the Stephen Ministry has been a won-

derful blessing. It’s amazing to see what God can do 

in the lives of your care receivers as you walk along-

side them through a difficult time in their lives. As 

caregivers, we are taught to let God, the cure-giver, 

take control of the situation. We Stephen Ministers 

meet regularly to encourage each other and help each 

other assess our care receivers' needs.  
 

I have served as a deacon since January 2021. It has 

been an honor to be a part of the dedicated team that 

serves our congregation. Marlene Boobar, our moder-

ator, says there is no greater blessing than serving a 

meal for the family after a funeral or memorial ser-

vice. We deacons are blessed to be able to serve our 

church and community in so many different ways.  
 

We all have a story and what I have shared is just part 

of mine. God has led me to serve in ways that I never 

imagined or thought I could ever possibly do. This 

only happened after I learned to ignore the thoughts 

of "Not me, not now, not this way." 
 

...and after you are transformed by the renewal of 

your mind, you will come to know God’s plan for 

your life which is good and pleasing and per-

fect. (Romans 12:2) 
 

I love PCPC and all those who are part of this church! 

https://palmcitypres.org/ministries/stephen-ministry
https://www.griefshare.org/s?center=%2827.171196%2C-80.285489%29&date_range=&day=&distance=&location_type=&query=Palm%20City%2C%20Florida%2C%20United%20States&sort_by=&type=
https://www.griefshare.org/s?coordinates=%2827.171196%2C+-80.285489%29&search=Palm+City%2C+Florida+34990%2C+United+States
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1 
 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
Rehearsal 

2 
 

 

5:30 p.m. Ladies 
Candlelight Christ-

mas Dinner 

3 
 
 
11:00 a.m. MOPS 

Holiday Shops 

4 
 

9:30 a.m. Children’s  
Sunday School 

 

10:40 a.m. Congrega-
tional Meeting 

 

5:00 p.m. Confirmation 
Class 

 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth  

5 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
7:30 p.m. Hour of 
Prayer on Zoom 

6 
 

10:00 a.m. Caregiver 
Support 

 

4:00 p.m. Deacons 
 

6:00 p.m. Young 
Adults Group 

7 

10:00 a.m. Surviving the 
Holidays  

 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Surviving the 
Holidays 

 

6:00 p.m. Christmas Carol 
Bible Study 

 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
Rehearsal 

 
 

7:00 p.m. Session 

8 
 

 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
Rehearsal 

 
 

9  

 
PCPC Bell Ringing 

at Publix: Old 
Palm City  

 
7:00 p.m. Christ-

mas Concert  

10 
 
PCPC Bell Ringing 
at Publix: Martin 

Downs  
 

4:30 p.m. Christ-
mas Concert  

11 
 

 

BONIFANTES singing at 
today’s services! 

 

 

 

9:30 a.m. Children’s  
Sunday School 

 
 

6:00 p.m. HS Youth  

12 

 
 

9:30 a.m. MOPS 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
 

13 

 
5:30 p.m. MOPS 

 
6:00 p.m. Young 

Adults Group 

14 
 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

4:30 p.m. MS Youth  
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

6:00 p.m. Christmas Carol 
Bible Study 

15 
 

7:00 a.m. MBS 
 

9:30 a.m. WBS 
 

6:30 p.m. CBS 
 

7:00 p.m. Choir  
Rehearsal 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 

9:30 a.m. Children’s 
Sunday School 

 
PCPC Kids singing at 

today’s services! 
 

19 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

 
7:30 p.m. Hour of 
Prayer on Zoom 

20 

 
 

10:00 a.m.  
Caregivers Support 

 
 
 

21 
 

 

4:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 
 

5:30 p.m. All Youth 
Christmas Party 

22 
 

 

Newsletter  
Deadline 

 
7:00 p.m. Choir  

Rehearsal 
 

23 
 

 
 

 

24 
 

5:00 p.m.  
Contemporary  

Service 
 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Traditional  

Service 

25 

 
Christmas Day 

 

 

 

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Service 

26 
 

 

Office Closed 
 
 

5:15 p.m. Walk  
Aerobics 

27 
 

 

28 
 
  

5:15 p.m. Walk Aerobics 

29 
 

 

30 31 
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December 2022 

Sunday Worship 
 

8:30 a.m.   Traditional Service in the sanctuary 
 

9:30 a.m.   Contemporary Service in  
the Huizenga Family Life Center 

 

11:00 a.m.   Traditional Service in the sanctuary  
 

MBS: Men’s Bible Study | WBS: Women’s Bible Study 

CBS: Community Bible Study 

mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
https://palmcitypres.org/upcoming-events


Anniversaries   
19 

12/1     Sherry Sloat 

12/2     Matt Boswell 

12/4     Lonnie Ehmann, Bob McCarthy, Erin Mooney 

12/6     Daniel Baggett 

12/8     Todd Austhof, Molly Overton 

12/10   Barbara Klein, Tim Thorsen, George Wes 

12/11   Richard Anderson, Patty Swain 

12/12   Bonnie Meyo, Kristen Winterhalter 

12/16   Maria Robberts 

12/17   Dorothy Hamilton, Bobbie Spilman, Sheree Steele 

12/18   Ted Weitzel 

12/19   Kevin Bednarz, Jade Pridmore, Joann Shaw,  

 LynnAnn White 

12/20   Matt Bonk, Lauren Gragg, Lois Giuffreda, 

 Jack Meyering 

12/22   Glenda Byrne, Becky DaSilva, 

 Connie Heidt-Bennett, Nathan Holden, Hannah Neff 

12/24   Joyce Morrow 

12/25   Char Meyering 

12/27   Joshua Robberts 

12/28   Andrew Bates, John Doody, William McClure 

12/29   Emmie Butler, Jan Eagleson 

12/30   Colin Jenkins, Emma Savarese 

12/31   Chuck East, Kelly George-Riccardo, Lucas Winterhalter  

12/1    John & Linda Sanders 

12/4    John & Nidia Bernstiel 

12/6    Richard & Cheryl Burns 

12/16   Randy & Linda Hughes,  

 Anthony & Kristen Puzzo,  

 Wayne & Patricia Strausbough 

12/20  Bill & Elizabeth Betes 

12/21  Richard & Holley Munn 

12/23  Wylie & Ursula Scott 

12/27  Ted & Pat Cedarstrand, Bill & Trudi Tillett 

12/28  Charlie & Christine Higgs,  

 Jim & Dorothy Hill 

12/29  Tom & Diana Rew 

12/30  Jeffrey & Louise Johnson 

12/31  Jason & Sherrey Pridmore  

To have your name added or removed from this page of future newsletters, 
please email Kelly at kelly@palmcitypres.org. 

Birthdays 

 

Have something for the next newsletter?  

Email it to our editors Amy Kitchell and Andrea Wood at newsletter@palmcitypres.org by the deadline 

listed on the calendar. Please write Newsletter Article in your subject line and attach any photos you would  

mailto:kelly@palmcitypres.org
mailto:newsletter@palmcitypres.org
https://palmcitypres.org/volunteer


2700 SW Martin Highway 
Palm City, Florida 34990 

772-286-9958 
www.palmcitypres.org 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP TIMES     

 

Traditional Services 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. sanctuary 

 

Contemporary Service 
9:30 a.m. Huizenga Family Life Center 

Palm City Presbyterian Church 

https://palmcitypres.org/home

