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Love and Lobola 
Living cross-culturally is an exercise in daily 
learning. When one thinks he or she 
understands a concept, there is always more 
to learn. Consensus and showing proper 
respect are cultural driving forces. We were 
honored as baruti (pastors) to be invited to 
attend the lobola (bride price) negotiations 
for the marriage of Elizabeth Makoko, a 
church member who earlier completed the 
discipleship training. Although we were 
familiar with the general concept, we 
learned of numerous intricacies of the 
cultural protocols through firsthand 
observation over a three-day period. 
Decisions are made by consensus in Botswana. Our earlier understanding of the lobola 
negotiations was that the uncles of the bride and groom would meet and work out the 

arrangements. While this is true, each 
uncle is the spokesperson representing 
his extended family, but each uncle 
seeks much input from his extended 
family and works to achieve the 
group’s wishes. The bride and groom 
were from different tribes, so a few 
members of the bride’s family were 
assigned to work with the groom’s 
family to ensure the differences in 
protocols were understood and 
conducted properly. The bride’s 
family, guests, including us, gathered 
at 4:45a.m. to ensure the meetings 
would begin promptly at 5:00a.m. On 
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the first day the bride’s family met privately and by 
consensus graciously decided not to charge the groom’s 
side for any improper actions or cultural protocol errors. 
When the groom’s uncle and a secondary representative 
of the groom’s family arrived, the bride’s family chairman 
informed them of the decision. Since few events would 
occur, we were advised to skip the second day of 
meetings. The third day consisted of a series of six formal, 
culturally significant meetings, spanning 5:00 - 8:30a.m. 
The protocol was all about showing proper respect, 
especially to the bride’s family who would be releasing the 
bride to the groom. The chairman from the bride’s side 
presided. We sat silently in the lelwapa (short-walled 
patio) where the mother of the bride tended the small 
family campfire. The groom’s representatives slowly 
entered with hands folded and heads bowed to show 

respect. They sat humbly on the floor and were 
greeted by the chairman. The uncle of the groom 
very solemnly reported that his family had learned 
of an honorable woman and a member wished to 
ask to marry her. The Mma Malome (wife of the 
bride’s uncle) escorted Elizabeth to the lelwapa 
where she was formally told of the marriage 
proposal, introduced, and asked if she was familiar 
with these men. After replying, the bride was 
escorted away and the Malome (uncle of the 
bride) questioned the men. The chairman 
informed the groom’s uncle that the lobola was 
four cattle or the monetary equivalent of 8,000.00 
pula. The price was reduced due to the recent economic downturn. After the groom’s 
representatives recessed, the bride’s family evaluated the processes by consensus.  
 

Thirty minutes later in the second meeting, the four women 
representatives of the groom’s family “followed the tracks” of 
the men. They sat on the floor after walking in the solemn 
procession that Joy recognized from having participated in a 
wedding in December 2018. When the bride’s uncle asked 
what the lobola was, they replied and then exited respectfully 
when dismissed. The groom’s male representatives returned 
in the usual respectful procession and were informed that the 
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women had confirmed the lobola negotiations and then were dismissed. During an intermission, 
we learned some men present were observing to learn how to properly fulfill their roles in future 
lobola negotiations for their families. The uncle of the bride honored the women of the 
extended family and worked to fulfill their expectations for the negotiations process.  
 
The third meeting of the day was brief. The women from the groom’s family returned to show 
respect to the women of the bride’s family. The spokesperson for the women expressed 
thankfulness to the bride’s family, were acknowledged by the uncle of the bride and were 
dismissed. As a gesture of respect, they recessed slowly with heads bowed and hands folded.   
 

In the fourth meeting the women from the groom’s 
family returned bearing gifts and his uncle led a goat. 
As customary, the man sat on a chair and the women 
sat on spread mats on the floor. The chairman greeted 
them and had the guests present their gifts bundled in 
a bed sheet to the mother of the bride. She inspected 
the gifts, clapped her hands in the traditional greeting 
to acknowledge the gifts, placed the gifts inside the 
house, and then returned to her post near the fire. 
The bride’s uncle thanked and dismissed the 
representatives. Mats from sewn feed sacks were 
spread on the floor of the lelwapa for the next 

meeting. The family elder, Rra Mokoko, thanked the family for their support. Tim closed this 
session in prayer. Hot tea with cream and sugar and a roll were served to the bride’s side. 
 
Formal introductions occurred in the fifth meeting. Parents were introduced to facilitate their 
later responsibilities to resolve any issues between the families. The fathers of the bride and 
groom met for the first time. The uncles of the groom and bride introduced family members. 
The groom’s uncle asked to see the bride, so Elizabeth entered in her traditional-style dress and 
sat with the women in her family. After her introduction, Elizabeth briefly removed her mask to 
the cheers of the pleased in-laws. After prayer the chairperson led the bride, groom, and elders 
to the district commissioner’s office to register for the marriage. Refreshments were served and 
the families became very relaxed. Arrangements for the church service were made later.  
 
The sixth meeting was the actual payment of the bride price. The uncle of the groom and his 
assistant formally returned, exchanged greetings, and announced that they brought the lobola. 
The uncle of the groom then untied the rope on the pouch of money, representing the leading 
of cattle by rope. He laid the money at the feet of the uncle and chairman and counted as he 
pointed at each pile of money representing one of the four cows. He returned the money to the 
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pouch, tied the rope around it, and presented the pouch to 
the chairman. The women ululated and the chairman 
handed the pouch to the uncle of the bride. He then 
presented the lobola to the mother of the bride. With the 
payment of the lobola, the bride and groom were 
traditionally betrothed and culturally married. The couple 
and elders signed the marriage registration. On March 5, 
2022, Tim preached at the ceremony held at Kubung branch. 
 

Training and Teaching 
Sunday school teachers and assistants for 
Shorobe, Kubung, and Boseja branches 
have been trained and are now in charge 
of the Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) 
Sunday school curriculum for their 

respective 
congregations! 

This curriculum 
perfectly 

combines the 
teachers’ master 
storytelling skills 
with the colorful 
pictures of the 
twenty flip books 
to capture the attention of the children. The teacher guides allow 
flexibility as they ensure the teacher understand how to effectively 
share the lesson. Teachers formerly taught on random topics, but now 
they are excited to have two-years of lesson plans for more complete 
coverage of the Bible using a familiar teaching method. Other branches 
will be trained later.   

 
Please Pray: 

• For Elizabeth and Jeke to thrive in their marriage. 

• For the Sunday school teachers, assistants, and students to build a strong biblical 
foundation in their discipleship journey  

• For members to become disciple-makers. 
Blessings,  

Tim & Joy 

Moruti Patricia showing the curriculum to the Shorobe children 
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