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Our Second Thanksgiving 
We were blessed to have two Thanksgiving  
celebrations this year. The early first celebration 
was in October with family just before we returned 
to Botswana. The second celebration was with our 
teammates, friends from Lutheran Bible Translators 
and some of their visiting family members, and 
friends from Village Church here in Maun. The 
Grulke family 
was able to 
find someone 
who had a 
few live 

turkeys, so we had a truly freshly butchered one with 
plenty of side dishes to enjoy. Tim found some orange 
sweet potatoes, so we made sweet potato casserole and 
did not have to add any food coloring! Our world is full of 
craziness and uncertainty, yet we are truly blessed and have so much for which to give thanks. 
Modimo o siame. (God is good.) Modimo o boikanyego! (God is faithful!) 

 
Children of Promise (C of P) Food Distribution in Shorobe 

We were 
happy to 

recently 
help deliver 
food to 
Shorobe for 
the Church 
of God child 
sponsorship 

program. 
Shorobe is a 

The chefs 



 

 

30-minute drive from Maun, where we live. We worked with Moruti (Pastor) Patricia Selabeka 
and Mma Boipuso to sort and prepare the food items for the families. We are grateful for all the 
church volunteers in the three congregations in Botswana where the Children of Promise 
program has been established. Over 75 children in Botswana are currently sponsored, receiving 
help with food, education, health care, and spiritual training. 
  

Meeting with the Church Leadership 
For over a year the Sunday school children were not allowed 
by the government to attend church services despite 
attending school. Some wonderful members of Church of God 
Mission have diligently worked to teach the children, but their 
teaching was typically spotty, as they randomly selected 
topics. During our home assignment, we shared about the 
need for a children’s discipleship curriculum. In the span of 
one week, the Holy Spirit arranged for two partnering 
congregations involved in ministry through Child Evangelism 
Fellowship (CEF) to generously offer their CEF curriculum for 
use in Botswana. Theirs was being revised for use online and 
they desired for the materials to be used to lead children to 
Jesus. This was God’s provision and God’s timing. We 
returned to Botswana in early October, and after some delays 
we recently met with the national church leaders to share 
about the curriculum. After review and discussion, the 
leadership approved its use. We are now working to prepare 
materials and training for each branch. Modimo o boikanyego 
gape! (God is faithful again!)    
  

Our Prayer for You 
Advent season is upon us. It is a time of hope and anticipation. We pray you will all encounter 
Jesus Christ in a new and exciting way as you celebrate Christmas this year. May you never forget 
He is the reason we celebrate! 
  

Please Pray: 
• For all affected by the new variant and the hasty travel bans by many countries. 

• For God to raise up strong, committed leaders in the global church.  

• For church members as they walk alongside others to become disciple-makers. 
 

Blessings, 

Tim & Joy 

CEF flip books and teacher's manuals for 
children's discipleship training 


