
Presence 

This semester, our ministry will offer a Bible 
reading plan on the YouVersion Bible app— 
the first one for freshmen students in German!  
I was asked to write one of the devotionals— a 
short introduction to the passage for the day.  
The following is what I wrote.  You’ll find the 
passage at the end :)

Recently I've been plagued by the fact that I 
don't know what I can be sure of.  Everything 
seems unreliable right now.  And that's led me 
to ask... What am I guaranteed?  What can I 
count on?  

What, in this whole world, can I count on?

I know that I can count on the promises of 
God.  I know that, more than I know almost 
anything else.  But sometimes even that 
doesn't feel like enough.  Sometimes knowing 
the promises of God’s good plan still leaves me 
thinking, “Sure, it might be good.  But… will I 
like it?”  And I don’t know the answer.

There is one promise, though, that means 
something to me when nothing else does.  
When I'm unsure about everything, when the 
words of friends and family and even the Word 
of God feel empty, one promise patiently 
perseveres.

"I will never leave you nor forsake 
you.” (Hebrews 13:5)

I don't know how my life will look next, and I 
don’t know how I’m going to feel about it.  And 

I'm going to be honest, that is hard.  I'm sad, 
confused, and angry, and sometimes I'm angry 
at God.  

But I also know that He's with me while 
everything is uncertain and unclear, and that 
He'll be with me when I get solid ground under 
my feet again.  When I'm sad, confused, and 
angry, He's faithfully here.  And when I'm angry 
at Him... He's still here.

And if He is here, then hope is here, too.

How are you currently interacting with God?  
Like someone that you have to convince to 
stick around?  Like somebody you’re scared to 
fully trust, because he might let you down?  
Like someone who only cares about what’s 
right, but not about how you feel?  These are 
some of my tendencies.

I want to invite you, and myself, to interact with 
God differently… What would it change to 
interact with God on the basis of his assurance 
that he won’t leave?  Knowing that we can’t 
scare him away; he won’t get tired of dealing 
with us.  He’s in it with us.

If he’s committed, we have freedom to fail, and 
hope to grow.

John 14:15-27
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[That’s the end of  the devotional, but check 
the back for more from me!]



This Season 

In my last letter, I wrote a bit about how things 
have been for me over the last months.  You 
can get a little more insight from the 
devotional above.


As of August 1, I’ve been working in this field 
for 10 years.  There’s a lot to reflect on in that 
time!  And I’d love to celebrate that, for myself 
and also with you… You’ve been such an 
integral part of this time and this work, and I’m 
so grateful for you.


Before I can do that well, though, and before I 
can begin the next 10 years of life with God 
well, I need to take advantage of something 
offered to staff in Germany after 10 years of 
service:  a sabbatical.


I’m so grateful for this provision, and that the 
timing has coincided with this season of 
significant challenges.  While Covid does limit 
the options, I’m creating a sabbatical plan to 
accomplish goals that will help me move 
forward.


Among other things, I'll spend time in places 
and with people that I enjoy, for mental and 
emotional rest and enjoyment.  I also plan to 
pursue reading and conversations that help 
me in my faith journey.  And I'll be coached 
along the way, hopefully by a variety of people 
who are equipped in a variety of directions.


I’ll be so grateful for your prayers for me as I 
take this time.  And I look forward to updating 
you when I’m back!


As always, your partnership is such a gift.  
Thank you for all that you do.


Here’s some ways you can be praying for 
my team in Berlin, as well as how you can 
pray for me: 

… Pray that many believing students will say 
“yes” to being coached by staff to launch 
movements in their sphere of influence.
(“Movement” here means “God working 
through a team of like-hearted disciples to 
win, build, and send toward the fulfilment of 
the Great Commission.”)


… Pray for our team, as they work together in 
the midst of a lot of transition and leadership 
change, as well as the Covid restrictions.  Pray 
that they would be filled with the Spirit as well 
as encouraged in their work.


… Pray for me, that the details and execution 
of this sabbatical time would work, and that I 
would come out of it ready for the future!


Thank you for your prayers!

In Him,
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Our Berlin team after our most recent meeting!


