
Mittelpunkt is the name of our cafe ministry space 
in Berlin.  Here’s a few stories of God’s recent work 
there… 

How can God use me?

“… I have found my calling”… That’s what Frieda* 
experienced through a Berufung konkret course 
[put on by another branch of Cru] in Mittelpunkt.

Frieda, a recent retiree, registered for the course 
because she wanted to get better at leading people 
to Jesus.  What’s my calling for this stage of my 
life, she wondered.  That’s one of the goals of the 
Berufung konkret course… That through learning 
groups, inputs, personal coaching, and more, 
God’s people would discover and live out his call 
for their lives.

Frieda discovered that for her, that call was to 
gather a team to lead an Alpha Course through her 
church.  Originating in England and now used 
around the world, Alpha Course provides the 
opportunity for people who are curious about God 
to learn and engage about the basics of 
Christianity.  

“... I would never have thought of it myself," Frieda 
said, but through her time in the Berufung kurs in 
Mittelpunkt, she found what she was looking for... 
an opportunity to serve God and help lead people 
to Jesus.

Building each other up

Mittelpunkt was warm and cozy on a cold night in 
February during Campus Connect’s 
Semesterabschlußparty.   That evening, students 
from various universities in Berlin shared a meal, 
celebrated God’s work during the semester, and 
worshiped.  


Late into the party, a few students sat together in 
the main room talking.  Anne* asked Jonathan* 
about a difficult situation in Jonathan’s family, and 
after an emotionally tense conversation about it, 
Anne was compelled to pray.  Together with a third 
person, the students talked to God together about 
their concern for Jonathan’s family.  As Claire, one 
of the Campus Connect staff, said, “I love 
experiencing the authentic hearts of the student 
community in Berlin.”  


This is the kind of environment that Campus 
Connect wants to create— a place where 
university students can share their real lives with 
one another and invest in one another, helping 
each other grow in faith and live out the life God 
has called them to. 

In Mittelpunkt on purpose 
Simon works for Campus Connect [what the 
student ministry of Cru is called in Germany].  One 
Thursday while he sat at Mittelpunkt with his 
laptop, a tall young man came in.  Simon had 
never seen him at one of the student events, and 
was familiar with curious tourists hesitantly 
entering.  ‘He seems to have just wandered in,’ 
was his immediate conclusion.


It turned out that Karl* had very consciously made 
his way to Mittelpunkt, because he was looking for 
Christians.  Through his own Bible reading, he had 
come to faith a few months before and was 
searching for fellowship with other believers.  For 
various reasons, however, he was very critical of 
the church he had already checked out.
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HALLO!
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During our semester 
evaluation and planning, we 
made a rainbow of  papers 
detailing God’s work over 
the course of  the semester, 
as a visual representation of  
what we were celebrating.  
Here’s my teammate in 
front of  it :) 

*Name changed



He had heard of Campus für Christus [what Cru as 
a broader umbrella, including student ministry as 
well as other Cru ministries, is called in Germany] 
and Mittelpunkt from his mother.  He came, and 
was able to have an intensive conversation about 
theological beliefs about various denominations 
with Simon in a neutral space.  Additionally, Karl 
was invited to Campus Connect’s Bible discussion 
evening and gladly welcomed a couple of church 
recommendations.


Since then, Simon and Karl have met a couple 
more times, and Simon hopes that Karl will take 
part in the next Berufung konkret course, which 
begins soon.  


Our desire is that like Karl, people in Berlin will 
continue to find in Mittelpunkt a place to work out 
issues of faith with people who care, and that God 
would use these encounters to further his kingdom 
in this city.


A Space for God’s Work 

In Berlin, universities are really only a place for 
university, not a place to do life— there’s no on-
campus housing, and few students live in the 
dorms that do exist scattered throughout the city.  
We’re also ministering to students from many 
different colleges and universities.  These are two 
reasons why it was a huge blessing to acquire 
the Mittelpunkt space several years ago— it’s a 
refuge from the city for students, a place to be 
served, to learn about God, to grow, and from 
which to launch back out into the city to build his 
kingdom.  And, as you’ve read, God has not only 
used this space for students— he’s also used it 
to further many other ministries in the city, from 
the stories above, to a Brazilian church 
congregation, to an outreach among Jewish 
people in Berlin, and so much more.


Mittelpunkt is closed right now, of course, 
because of COVID-19 in Berlin.  We’re preparing 
for the time when we can open up again, and 

we’re also preparing for the time in between, 
when we’ll reach people from a new space— the 
digital world.


The effects of COVID-19 reached Berlin during 
the semester break.  Because of that, we’re 
thankful that we haven’t yet had to cancel 
planned student events, and plans are already in 
place for moving things to the digital world for 
the coming semester.  It will be a challenge, for 
sure— I don’t love the need to do this ministry 
online.  But I hope our plans will provide unique 
opportunities for students in terms of community 
and growth.


One of the projects we’d already had in mind for 
the semester break, when we’re less connected 
with students, was updating Mittelpunkt to fit its 
changing needs.  We’ve had to adapt how we 
work on the update now that we’re on lockdown, 
but I’ve really enjoyed what we’re doing.  It’s fun 
to use the creative part of my brain for something 
useful, and I’ve been working with a great team 
of people.  I look forward to the day when we can 
open the doors again!
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I took this picture while we were painting Mittelpunkt, 
before we had to temporarily close.  Now we’re creating 
a design plan from home for the rest of  the work! 

Thank you for your important role in what God is 
doing here!! 


