A NE W O P P ORT UN ITY

Hello!

Laura Maddock || laura.maddock@cru.org

'Football' and Jesus
PH OTOS
L: Football feet!
(Because of data
protection laws in
Europe, I don't have
pictures of anyone's
faces yet, but hopefully
I can get some of those
out in the next update.)
R: The day I got the
keys to my apartment!
It's a TOUGH market to
snag something right
now, so I'm really
grateful.

PL EA S E P R AY …
… for *Nate and the
others who have heard
the gospel clearly. One
of them said that he had
a lot to think about after
that conversation… Pray
that in God's timing,
each of them would
recognize the truth of
this message, and that
they would choose to
follow Jesus!
… for this move to
happen smoothly, so
that I can set up my
apartment for life in
London.
… for our team as we
innovate and create/
discover new ideas for
engaging with students
in the city.

Last Wednesday, ten of us squeezed around two small tables in a crowded room where,
miraculously, we could still hear each other talk as the conversation turned to spiritual
topics. One by one, each of the nonChristians at the table— guys who had joined our
team to play football (soccer in the US!) and then grabbed some refreshment afterwards
— chimed in with a question.
It's an event that happens every Wednesday, and it's one of the ways we live out our
vision to reach those who wouldn't normally be reached by a more overtly evangelistic
event. We play football in the park, and then get together afterwards and chat. (Full
disclosure: I'm not a football player, so I usually just meet up with them when it comes
time for the food… :) There's no 'program,' and sometimes the conversations are casual.
But sometimes, they are much more.
On my third day in London, I met *Nate, one of the football guys, on this same
Wednesday night event. An outgoing young guy with a sense of humor, Nate is also a
deep thinker, and asked some great questions about my faith, opening up the
opportunity to talk about things ranging from what I look for in a church to
characteristics of Jesus found in one of my favorite novels.
Two weeks later, Nate was one of the guys around the table asking serious questions
about the gospel. It was clear that they were listening to what we said, processing it, and
taking in the implications of these truths. They haven't chosen to stake their lives on the
gospel as truth yet, but they began to understand what it is that Christians really believe,
and what it would mean for their lives to believe it. And that's a huge step.
It was such a good conversation, and it was so much fun! I'm grateful for the chance to
be part of what God is doing in their lives.
As you can see… I've arrived in London! My visa came a bit later than expected, but when
it did, I was able to hit the ground running, joining in the ministry work, setting up things
like phone, bank, etc., and searching for apartments. I'm so thankful to have found a
place, and I got the keys last week. As I write this, I'm actually in Berlin; a brief trip to
coordinate the movers who'll bring my furniture so that I can actually live in the
apartment I found! It's an interesting feeling to be back here in Berlin for a few days… it
still feels like my home, but I'm excited about the new home I'm building in London, too.
Thank you for your prayers for all of these things!!
*Name changed

