
One Year Later 

“Campus Connect- I’m famliar with you guys.”  He 
and his friend were sitting on a bench at the TU, 
and we’d asked them to give us feedback on a 
tool we’re developing.


As he talked, it clicked— I remembered him, too.  
Actually, I even wrote to you about him.  
Remember Paul*?  He came to one of our student 
gatherings and sat in on a prayer group— 
afterwards we talked about the gospel together.  I 
prayed for him, but I didn’t see him for about a 
year.  And then, “coincidentally,” he’s the one we 
started a conversation with on campus!


The tool that we wanted feedback on is an 
explanation of the gospel— I’ll explain more about 
the development of this tool below.


Paul and his friend agreed to talk with us, and we 
had the chance to explain biblical truth to them 
and to listen to their thoughts.


Once again, we left without a concrete path 
forward- but it’s so evident that God is at work in 
his life, listening to our prayers, and causing him to 
hear truth.  Thank you for praying for Paul!


Tools for the Trade 

Recently I was asked a question that made me 
reflect on why serving in Berlin is important.  
There’s a picture that I’ve had in my mind for a 
while that describes one aspect of what I want for 
young people here.  


[I’m not a gardener, so take this as a picture 
analogy, not necessarily an accurate agricultural 
claim].


It’s a plot of land, brown, dry and hard.  There’s 
hope for a garden there, and there’s even plenty of 
people throwing seeds on it.  But the seeds have 
nothing to sink into.  The seeds land on ground 
that can’t do anything with them.


What it needs is some people to come in with a 
shovel and break up that hard ground.  It needs 
some water and some nutrients.  And it still needs 
the seeds.


It’s that breaking up of ground, and watering, 
and nutrient-adding, that I’ve been thinking 
about a lot recently.  God is relevant to the daily 
lives of students, but they don’t realize it… so 
when we start to talk about big gospel truths, 
they often don’t see why they should care.  We 
need to understand what’s already important to 
them— what needs they see in themselves and 
in the world, what they love, what they find 
relevant— and show them where God is in all of 
that.  That’s one of the ways we need to break 
up the soil.
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Photo:  Two of  my teammates handing out soda at a 
Christian festival for high school students… By running 

a booth at the festival, we could tell students about 
what we offer— we especially wanted them to know 
that Christian growth and community can continue 
when they leave home and start the next chapter of  

their lives.  Please pray that our connections there lead 
to students’ growth in university!*Name changed



It’s not a new thought, but I’ve spent more focused 
time on it recently to develop research and tools to 
help move us forward, and I want to tell you a little 
about what I’m doing.  Here’s one example.


If someone were to ask you what Jesus’ death and 
resurrection accomplished for us, what would you 
say? 


For much of my life, I’ve seen the gospel through 
the lens of guilt and innocence.  I knew guilt- it 
drove me and motivated me.  I knew I needed to 
get rid of it.  And I knew that the good news for me 
is that Jesus earned my innocence, restoring me to 
righteousness before God.


I still know those things— they are life-changing 
truths that will never change.


But I’ve also realized over the last years that other 
people feel a different need more strongly than the 
need to get rid of guilt.  For many people, it’s 
shame that drives them; what they feel a great 
need to overcome is shame.  And the good news 
for them is that Jesus lived a life of honor before 
God, took our shame, and restored us to an 
honorable relationship with God.


Of course, the truth is that while my need is 
innocence, I equally need honor before God.  And 
while others need honor before God, they equally 
need innocence.  Both needs are biblical and 
universal, and Jesus meets both, for all of us.


But because of the culture we grow up in and the 
experiences we have, we might recognize one 
need more strongly than the other.  And if I want to 
share the good news of Jesus with a student on 
the Technische Universität in Berlin, for example, 
it’s important that I know what need that student 
feels more strongly.  If he’s always felt guilty, he 
might not see any relevance to his life in a 
conversation about shame.  But if he’s always felt 
ashamed before God and others, then shame is a 
better place to begin. 

That’s why two of my teammates and I have been 
working on a simple gospel explanation in German 

through the lens of shame and honor— to break up 
the soil, so that students recognize that God has 
something to say to their lives personally.  We’re 
using a tool created in the US, and we’re both 
translating it into German and also adapting it for 
our context.  What do they need to hear?  How can 
we best say it?  What needs more explanation?  
What’s too much explanation?


Creating something simple turns out to be 
complicated, but it’s work that I love.  And I’m 
excited to keep developing competency and tools 
in this area.  I want to scatter seeds that will sink in 
and, because of the work of the Father, grow into 
life transformation and the glory of God.  I want 
people like Paul, and his friend, to get to know 
God for who he is— the one who gives them life 
and every good and perfect gift.  I’d love your 
prayers for these things!  
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Thank you for your important role in what God is 
doing here!! 
	 	 	 	 In Him, 

During the summer, my teammate Liz and I took a 
German class.  We spent 4 weeks growing our 

German capacity with students from 9 different 
countries.  This is our “first day of  school” picture :) 


