
Standing up


“You can talk to me,” Adriane* said, and stood up.  
I had just asked her whole table if anyone would 
describe themselves as Christians, or if they knew 
anyone who would.


It’s always sobering to ask this question on 
campus, because it reveals a stark need:  Of the 
65 or so students that we asked that day, maybe 5 
or 6 said that they were Christians— a pretty 
encouraging number, actually— but among the 60 
non-Christians that we talked to, not a single one 
knew a Christian on the university.


Adriane was maybe the bravest student of the day, 
standing up among a chorus of no’s to connect 
with us.  The next day I introduced her to a 
believer on her university, and she met others at 
our kickoff party.  She’s since told me that having 
grown up in the faith, she’s now trying to decide 
what she believes.  I appreciate her honesty, and 
I’m excited to find out more about how I can help 
her grow in faith.


This was extra encouraging, because building new 
relationships with Christians is a team goal and a 
personal goal for the semester— I am so thankful 
that on the second day of class, God already made 
a connection!


Please pray for the rest of that personal goal of 
mine— I want to develop new relationships with 
Christians because I want to mentor them in faith, 
focusing on God’s Word with a view toward them 
passing along what they learn to others— both 
students who do and who don’t yet know Jesus.


Path to faith


Group training for our interns falls under my 
position this year, and recently we discussed 
together a book describing the postmodern path 
to faith…  It’s a piece in the contextualization 
puzzle that I talked about in my last letter.  

Knowing where students are in their journey 
toward God allows us to offer what’s most helpful 
to them in that moment.


Sometime after we discussed this topic together, 
Claire, one of the interns, came back with a story.  
A friend of hers, Julianna*, who is a student in 
Berlin, asked Claire to coffee for an exciting 
reason: Julianna wanted to learn how to share her 
faith.


One aspect on her mind was the question of how 
to talk about faith with nonbelieving friends.  So, 
Claire shared with her some things that she had 
learned from the book and our discussion about it.  


I’m thankful for this because not only do I 
personally want to learn how to engage with 
students better, but I want that for our team, too— 
and I want our efforts to multiply beyond us for the 
greatest possible impact.  And when a student 
catches the vision, that’s another step!


Please pray for our team and for Julianna— that 
we would develop relationships with nonbelieving 
students and engage with them well about our 
faith, so that they can take steps toward Jesus, 
too.


     Thank you for your partnership!
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Manning our table at an 
event hosted by various 

Christian student groups 
in Berlin- several new 

students expressed 
interest in our group.  
Please pray that God 
would use us to help 

them grow in and share 
their faith!

*Name changed


