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Discipleship in a Movie Night 
Discipleship often conjures up thoughts of curricula, lessons, and teaching. Although these are 
tools of discipleship, true discipleship is becoming like Jesus. Jesus modeled discipleship as He 
“did life” with His disciples and others with whom He came in contact. Jesus was all about 
relationships. He was real and genuine as he related with people. He captivated them by His 
heart-felt compassion as He listened to their stories. He bolstered their faith, healed their 
wounded hearts, and encouraged their spirits. He calls each of us to do this as His disciples! 

 
Earlier in 2018 we hosted the youth (ages 18-35) of Boseja branch 
for a movie night. We watched and discussed War Room. Near 
the end of August 2019, we hosted youth from Kubung branch for 
a movie night. We watched and discussed Courageous. The 
attendance was fewer than we anticipated, but in God’s wisdom 
a smaller, more intimate setting was needed for His agenda. To 
get better acquainted, we asked the youth to share what they 
enjoy and possible career interests. We were pleasantly surprised 
how openly they shared, but we had no idea how powerfully God 
was about to move.  
 
God uses 
every aspect 

of our lives according to Romans 8:28 to 
minister and reconcile people to Himself. 
As part of the movie discussion, Tim shared 
about growing up without his father’s 
physical presence. Tim’s father was killed 
in a work accident when Tim was only two 
years old. A few men from church were 
male role models and three 
teachers/coaches became father figures to 
him during his growing years. Tim still 
considers these teachers as his fathers. 
Tim related how these experiences helped him be a better teacher as he related to his students. 



 

 

 
Many youths in Botswana grow up without a father in the home. Batswana 
mothers shoulder a huge responsibility on the home front. One youth 
shared how her dad had married another woman and had little to do with 
her. Tears flowed as she shared her longing for a relationship with her father 
and her struggle to forgive him. Tim moved to a seat beside her and prayed 
for her. He then prayed for each of the other youth present.  
  
As the youth headed out to our 
truck for a ride home, one young 
lady held back. She told us that 
she had been raped last December 
and had filed a police report. We 

reassured her of her value and prayed with her 
privately before taking everyone home. The next 
morning, we worshipped at Kubung branch and sat 
beside her during the church service. Afterwards, Joy 
sat outside with her, hearing a bit more of her story, 
talking and praying together with her.  
 
The youngest member present at the movie night was a high school student, who upon learning 
Tim was a former science teacher, disclosed he was struggling with chemistry and asked for 
help. After the service Tim met with him and arranged a few more tutoring sessions and 
successfully explained and reinforced some basic chemistry concepts with which he struggled.  
 
We believe the heart of discipleship is, as Henry Blackaby teaches in Experiencing God, “Look to 
see where God is at work and join in.” The Holy Spirit leads us to those with whom believers are 
to minister if we take time to listen, observe, and then obey His directions. We felt humbled and 
blessed to play a small role as God revealed His Kingdom plan for that evening. As we make 
ourselves available, it is exciting to follow His leading and see how He is bringing healing to 
wounded hearts and expanding His Kingdom in Botswana. 

 

Shakawe Building Project - Re aga tempele! (We are building a temple!) 
Recently seven members of Central 
Community Church of God in Wichita, KS, 
partnered in the construction of a 
concrete block facility in Shakawe. Our 
colleague Corey Stocksdale worked as the 
liaison to facilitate this project. He must 
have a much better appreciation for 
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Youth Leader 



 

 

Nehemiah’s leadership and work! The 
Batswana members prepared the site and 
constructed the foundation, flooring base, 
and started the outside walls. The team from 
Kansas established a good working 
relationship with the church members and 
the Batswana contractor and erected the 
walls ahead of schedule. The lumber for 
rafters and roofing 
metal sheets are on 
site and the church 
members and 
contractor will 
finish the remaining 
work. On Saturday, 
7 September 2019, we 

drove three members of the national executive committee for 5 hours 
each way to inspect the work and grow their relationships with the team from Kansas. God’s 

presence and favor was evident! We are thankful for the opportunity to make new friends and 
develop relationships among 
congregations across the world! It 
is a blessing to share how God is 
at work in Church of God Mission 
in Botswana! Modimo o molemo 
nako tsotlhe! (God is good all the 
time!) 
 
Love and blessings,  

Tim & Joy 
 
 

Filling the gaps along 
the window frames 

To God be the glory! 


