
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and builds good relationships. The purpose of 

these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each question. Once you feel like the 

group is ready, move onto the “Inspire” section.) 

 What kind of experience do you have growing a garden?  Would you say you have a green thumb? 

Prayer:  Take some time to pray for God to speak to your group through this week’s study. 

(Each question has a lot to unpack. Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to 

avoid filling the space with unnecessary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

1. Read Luke 8:1-15.  Why does Jesus use parables?  How does this parable help the disciples better understand what 

is happening in their ministry?  

2. In our culture, what can cause the soil (our hearts) to become hardened to the seed (the Word of God)? 

3. Phil likened the rocky soil to a cluttered heart.  What sort of things clutter our hearts that prevent us from develop-

ing deep spiritual roots?  What sort of troubles can uproot a shallow faith? 

4. Jesus said that the “thorns” represent “the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other 

things” (Mark 4:19 NLT).  More specifically, what are some “thorns” in our life that can distract us from bearing 

spiritual fruit?  

5. What is the “fruit” that the seed is supposed to produce in our lives? 

INSPIRE 

EQUIP 
Application: 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. How can they live out what they take in? It is highly important that you 

go over this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success.) 

What is the condition of your soil (heart)?  What rocks or thorns do you need to get rid of to enable your faith to pro-

duce?  How can your Life Group help you? 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray over each group member’s identified action steps and life issues. 

Equip Your Mind: 

So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire.  Yes, just as you can identify a 

tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.  ~ Matthew 7:19-20 (NLT) 


