
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and builds good relationships. The purpose of 

these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each question. Once you feel like the 

group is ready, move onto the “Inspire” section.) 

 Do you tend to be quick or slow to anger?  To forgive? 

 Is there anything that stoop out to you in this week’s message? 

Prayer:  Take some time to pray for God to speak to your group through this week’s study. 

(Each question has a lot to unpack. Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to 

avoid filling the space with unnecessary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

1. Read Matthew 18:21-35 and Colossians 3:12-13. 

2. What do you think Jesus meant by saying we should forgive seventy-seven times? 

3. From the parable in Matthew 18:25-35, what is the principle for dealing with someone who has wronged you?  

How does God’s forgiveness of your sins affect your life and your willingness to forgive?  Do you sometimes find 

yourself like the unmerciful servant in this parable? 

4. Phil described what forgiveness is not — it is not excusing, condoning, forgetting, nor is it reconciling.  Do any of 

those surprise you?  How can it be helpful to know that forgiveness is not the same as these? 

5. Max Lucado said, “Linger too long in the stench of your hurt, and you’ll smell like the toxin you despise.” 

What can having an unforgiving heart do to all parties involved (the offender, the one who was hurt, others around 

them)?  

5. Do you think forgiveness is a one-time thing that happens all at once or an incremental process?  Why? 

6. Phil gave three steps that lead us toward forgiveness:  1)  Give up your quest to get even;  2)  See the person as one 

who needs grace;  3)  Acknowledge that forgiveness comes from the Lord (It’s a God thing). 

Which of those three is the biggest step for you? 

8. Where have you gotten stuck, and how would you like to move forward to extend the “miracle” of forgiveness to 

someone who has hurt you? 

INSPIRE 



EQUIP 

 

Application: 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. How can they live out what they take in? It is highly important that you 

go over this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success.) 

 

Phil said “Forgiveness releases the person who has wronged you.  It also heals your past wounds and present 

scars.” 

Since “someday” can be a code word for never, what is at least one thing you can do, today and this week, to 

offer forgiveness and release a person who has offended?  What is one thing you can do to heal a past wound 

or present scar? 

 

 

Prayer: 

Take some time to pray over each group member’s identified action steps and life issues. 

 

Equip Your Mind: 

We encourage all life group members to take time to memorize God’s Word. Leaders, we ask you to find an avenue in which to encourage each member to put 

God’s Word to memory.  

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 

and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; 

just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  ~ Colossians 3:12-13 (NRSV) 


