
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

INSPIRE 

(A key part of healthy group life is to make sure your group gets to know each other and builds good relationships. The purpose of 

these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each question. Once you feel like the 

group is ready, move onto the “Inspire” section.) 

 What funeral was the hardest for you to go through?  Which funeral was a glorious celebration?  

Prayer:  Take some time to pray for God to speak to your group through this week’s study. 

(Each question has a lot to unpack. Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to 

avoid filling the space with unnecessary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

 

Read John 11:1-5 

What do these verses say about Jesus’ relationship with this family? 

Read John 11:17-44 

What do you learn about Martha from the way she talks with Jesus in verses 21-27?  How does Jesus stretch 

her faith by his claim in verse 25? 

What do you learn about Jesus in this passage? 

Does Jesus’ grief and sorrow surprise you?  Does Jesus’ response help or hurt your trust in him? 

How does our grief over death and loss point to God’s pain that he feels when his children do not know him?  

How does this change or form how you view God? 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Why do followers of Jesus grieve with hope instead of without it? 

How can you practice the virtue of hope for when you encounter seasons of loss? 

How can you use these words to encourage others? 



EQUIP 
Application: 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. How can they live out what they take in? It is highly important that you 

go over this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success.) 

 

Whenever you experience loss or whenever you know someone who does, what is something from this ser-

mon that you will carry with you into those times? 

Phil had three main points to his message:  1) It’s okay to HURT.  2) Hold on to HOPE.  3) INHERIT the bless-

ings of God.  Which stood out to you the most? Why? 

How does Jesus’ willingness to separate himself from the Father and experience death show you how much 

God loves you? 

 

Prayer: 

This week pray that the Holy Spirit would work in you so you can have hope as your anchor if you ever experi-

ence loss or so that if God chooses to use you in someone else’s life, that you are ready. 

 

Equip Your Mind: 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  

Romans 15:10 (NRSV) 


