
ENGAGE 

 

 

 

Break the Ice:  (The purpose of these first questions is to help your group open up. Please don’t feel like you have to ask each ques-

tion. You may even have a better question. Once you feel that the group is engaged, move on to the “Inspire” section.) 

 What is the most humbling job or task you’ve ever had to do? 

 What did God teach you during the message this weekend? Did anything in particular stand out? 

Prayer:  Take some time to pray for God’s Spirit to speak to your group through His Word. 

INSPIRE 
(Since the group may need time to process each question, don’t let silence scare you. Try to avoid filling the space with unneces-

sary explanation or moving on from the question too quickly.) 

Each step we take in the gospel of John leads us to the cross. This week in John 13, we get to witness a private dinner between Je-

sus and His disciples. Jesus does something in this passage that is peculiar and challenging, and we’re left with a decision: are we 

willing to follow Jesus’ example? 

As a group, read John 13:1-35. 

1. It was customary for guests feet to be washed upon arrival. Jesus washed the disciples feet during the meal. Why is this so 

significant? 

2. Why do you think Peter initially objects to Jesus washing his feet? In what way(s) have you acted similarly to Peter by putting 

boundaries or guidelines on your relationship with Jesus? 

 What did Jesus say in verse 8 that changes Peter’s mind? What would the same comment mean for you right now? 

 Read Hebrews 10:10 & 14. In the past, have you felt obligated to “reapply” for salvation every time you’ve sinned? If so, why? 

In what way(s) do these verses in Hebrews and Jesus’ conversation with Peter reassure you of your salvation? 

 Something to think about is that Jesus washed the feet of Judas, who would betray him. What is the significance of this?  

 Jesus showed us that success is not found in status, but in service. Think of a time when you achieved success in the world and 

how it made you feel. Compare that to a time when you served someone else and how you felt afterward. What was the 

difference between these two experiences? 

 In this passage, Jesus commanded His disciples to love one another just as He loved them. What examples of love did Jesus 

model during His time on earth that set a benchmark for how we should love one another? How does Jesus’ washing Judas’ 

feet demonstrate how we should love our enemies? 

 Earlier in our series in John, we learned that grace and truth equal love. How does a grace-exclusive love differ from a truth-

exclusive love? Why are both of these equally crucial in order to properly love someone? 



EQUIP 

 

(These questions will challenge your group members to apply the study to their daily lives. It is highly important that you go over 

this section with your group each week for the group study to be a success. Set aside 15-20 minutes at the end of your study to go 

over this section.) 

Jesus was willing to get on His knees and wash the feet of His disciples, a task that He could’ve been superior to or delegated to 

someone else. 

What does this mean for your life? Think of someone in your life who doesn’t know the love of Christ. How can you serve him or 

her this week? 

Partner up with someone and hold each other accountable for reaching out to that person and serving him or her.  

Prayer: 

 Take some time to pray over each group member’s identified action steps and life issues. 

Equip Your Mind: 

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  ~ John 13:34-35 (CSB) 


